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8 Claims. 

This invention relates to a hat box, of the 
type intended for storage of hats or the like either 
at home or in a store. It is at present customary 
to keep hats, when put away in a closet, either in 
the conventional hat box (square or rounded, , 
with a lid on top) or in a shelf box having a drop 
front section and a removable lid. In either 'case 
the arrangement is unsatisfactory and incon 
venient, particularly when other objects have 
been piled on top of the box so that they must 
be lifted or removed in order to open the box. In 
hat stores the conventional hat boxes are still 
commonly in use, resulting in the same moon-I 
venience unless resort is had to the expensive al 
ternative of providing a separate shelf for‘ each 
row of boxes. . . 

An object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a hat box which can be opened in front with 
out disturbing in any way objects on top of the 
box. ' 

A further object is to provide such a box in 
which the contents is kept fully protected while 
being readily accessible. 
Another object is to provide such a box which 

will be simple and inexpensive to manufacture 
while having sufficient durability to make its use 
practical both in homes and in stores, in place 
of the boxes now in use as described above. 
Another object is to provide certain improve 

ments in the form, construction, and arrange 
ment of the parts whereby the above named and 
other objects may effectively be attained. 
A practical embodiment of the invention is 

represented in the accompanying drawing in 
which: . 

Fig. 1 represents, in perspective, the hat box 
in its normal closed position; , 

Fig. 2 represents, in perspective, the hat box 
with its front door lifted to open position; 

Fig. 3 represents, in perspective, the‘ hat box 
with its inner slide partially drawn out; 

Fig. 4 represents, in perspective, the hat box 
with its inner slide fully drawn out and tipped 
downward, for removing or replacing the hat; 
Fig. 5 represents a transverse vertical section 

through the hat box with its inner slide in the 
position shown in Figs. 1 and 2; and . 

Fig. 6 represents a longitudinal vertical section 
through the hat box with the parts in closed 
position as shown in Fig- 1. 

Referring to the drawing, the box comprises 
vertical side walls I, a flat top 2, a ?at bottom 3 
and a vertical back wall 4, all permanently and 
rigidly secured together. The open front of the 
box thus formed is closed by a door 5, hinged 
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along its top edge 6 to the front edge of ‘the top ' 
2, for instance by means of a stripof fabric or 
other flexible material ‘I, and provided with a 
handle 8 for convenience in opening. ' 
At or near the ?xed bottom 3 of the box is 

located, an inner slide ‘_>(or sliding bottom), 9, 
which may desirably be hinged fat Ill to a strip 
H, and "guideway llmay be provided at a suit 
able distance above the bottom 3 to permit easy 
sliding of the slide 9 into and out of the box. 
Complete removal of the slide from the box is 
prevented by the straps or tapes l3'which have 
one end secured to the hinged strip II and the 
other end secured to the bottom or back of the 
box; said straps or tapes being of a length sum 
cient to permit drawing out the slide v9 and strip 
I I only to the position shown in Fig. 4, and hav 
ing such ?exibility that they will fold or collapse 
out of the way of the slide, as shown in Figs. 5 
and 6, when the box is closed. A suitably shaped 
hat support is mounted on the slide 9, and a tab 
or handle l5 may also be provided. ' 
The straps or tapes [3 are shown as a conven 

ient and economical means for limiting the out 
ward motion of the slide, but it will be evident 
that other means might be provided, such'as pro 
jections on the strip I I arranged to catch against 
stops on the outer ends of the guideways I! or _ 
on the sides or bottom of the box. ' - 
The operation of the box is made clear from 

the foregoing description and it"will be under- I 
stood that various changes may be made in the‘ 
form, construction and arrangement‘ of the sev-' 
eral parts, without departing from the spirit and 
scope of my invention, and hence I do not intend 
to be limited to the details herein shown and de 
scribed, except as they may be included in the 
claims. ’ . 

What Iclaim is: ' 

1. A box of the character described com- . 
prising, side, top, bottom and back walls se 
cured together to form an open-front unit, an 
inner sliding member adapted'to rest normally 
adjacent said bottom wall within said unit and 
to be withdrawn to extended position substan 
tially entirely outside of said unit, a hinge strip 
connected to the rear edge of the sliding member, 
and means for stopping the outward motion of 
said sliding member when its-rear edge- is ap 
proximately at the front edge of said bottom 
wall and when the hinge strip is still within 
said unit. ; 

2. A box of the character‘ described compris 
ing, side, top, bottom and back walls secured to 
gether to form an open-front unit, a front door 
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element hinged to the front edge of said top 
wall and adapted to swing outward and upward 
to open position, an inner sliding member adapted 
to rest normally adjacent said bottom wall with 
in said unit and to be withdrawn to extended 
position substantially entirely outside of said 
unit, a hinge strip connected to the rear edge 
of the sliding member and means for stopping 
the outward motion of said sliding member when 
its rear edge is approximately at the front edge 
of said bottom wall and when the hinge strip is 
still within said unit. ‘ 

3. A box of the character described, compris~ 
ing, side, top, bottom and back walls secured to 
gether to form an open-front unit, an inner 
sliding member adapted to rest normally ad 
jacent said bottom wall within said unit and to 
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be withdrawn to extended position substantially ‘ 
entirely outside of said unit, guide strips secured 
to said unit in position to overlie the side edges 
of said sliding member, and means for stopping . 
the outward motion of said sliding member when 
its rearedge is approximately at the front edge 
of said bottom wall. ' 

4. A box of the character described,‘ compris 
ing, side, top, bottom and back walls secured to 
gether to form an open~front .unit, an inner 
sliding member adapted to rest normally ad' 
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jacent said bottom wall within said unit and to 
be withdrawn to extended position substantially 
entirely outside of said unit, a hinge strip con 
nected to the rear edge of the sliding member, 
guide strips secured to said unit in position to 
overlie the side edges of said sliding member 
and the ends of said hinge strip, and means for 
stopping the outward motion of said sliding 
member when its rear edge is approximately at 
the front edge of said bottom wall and when the 
hinge strip is still within saidv unit and below 
said guide strips. 

5. A box according to claim 1 in which the 
stopping'means comprises a ?exible strap or tape 
secured at one end to the unit and at the other 
endrto the hinge strip. 

6. A box according to claim 2 in which the 
stopping means comprises a ?exible strap or tape 
secured at one end to the unit and at the other 
end to the hinge strip. 

'2. A boxoaccording to claim 3 in which the 
stopping means comprises a ?exible strap or tape , 
secured‘ at one end to the unit. 

8. A box according to claim 4 in which the 
stopping _means comprisesv a ?exible strap or 
tape secured at one end to the unit .and at the 
other end to the hinge strip. 

JOHN LEWIS ANDERSON. 


