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This invention relates to new and useful vim 
provements in a utility bag. ’ ' .- ' 

More speci?cally, the invention proposes the 
construction of a bag-like body having a bottom’ 
wall and side walls with large radii top corners 
and relatively low end walls with ?exible exten 
sions projected‘ inwards from the tops of the side 
walls and directed towards each other in a‘ man 
ner to close the open top of the bag.v . . '-‘ 
A further object of the invention‘ proposes the 

provision of ?exible "sti? reinforcement] strips 
mounted along the overlapping edges of the ?ex 
ible extensions in' a manner to be bent to con 
form with the contour of the top edges of the side 
walls to retain the'extensions in their overlapped 
positions in which they close the open top of the 
bag. ' . 

A still furtherobject of the invention proposes 
the provision of a novel means arranged in con 
nection with the ends of the ?exible strips and 
engageable with the end walls of thebag in: a 
manner’ to retain the ?exible "strips in their 
arched condition conforming with the top edges 
of the side walls. . 1 
Another object of the invention proposes the 

provision - of a means arranged in connection 
with the topmost flexible extension for holding 
the center portions of the extensions overlapped 
against the outward force of the contents of the 
bag when overstuffed. 
For further comprehension of the invention, 

and of the objects and advantages thereof, refer 
ence will be had to the following description and 
accompanying drawings, and to the appended 
claims in which the various novel features of the 
invention are more particularly set forth. 
In the accompanying drawings forming a 

material part of this disclosure: 
Fig. 1 is a side elevational View of a utility bag 

constructed in accordance with this invention. 
Fig. 2 is a plan view of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 3 is a perspective View of the utility bag in 

its open condition. 
Fig_ 4 is an end elevational view of the utility 

bag in its closed condition. 
Fig. 5 is a partial vertical sectional view on the 

line 5—5 of Fig. 4. 
Fig. 6 is a partial vertical 

the line 6—6 of Fig. 5. 
Fig. 7 is an end elevational view similar to Fig. 

4 but illustrating a modi?cation of the inven 
tion. 

Fig. 8 is a perspective View of one end of the 
bag shown in Fig. '7. 
The utility bag, according to this invention, 
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includes apes-like eddy. it having albottom wall 
ll, sidewalls, l2 and relatively low end walls-.13. 
The bag I9 ;is constructed of duck, _. canvas, ; 
leather orother similar materialspand has its 
bottom wall reinforced to maintain‘ a?at con 
ditionbymeans'of a board M.’ The. side walls < 
52 have largeradii. top corners which extend 
from‘ the top ends‘of therelatively low end Walls 
l3 to the top edges of itheside'walls l2." _ __ 
Handles ll have their? ends attached to" the 

side walls l2 and provide a convenient means by 
which the bag Ill may be easilycarriedabout,v 7 
.:Flexible extensionsj. !-3~;extend from?- the top 
edges of the side walls [2 and are-directediin 
Wards‘ and towardseach other forming-the 'top 
of the bag Ill. The ?exible extensions 18 have 
their inner edgesoverlapped- and follow‘ the-con’ 
tour of the top edges oftheside walls vand extend 
downwards‘ and overfxthe top edges" jof;the_ end 
walls [3. Flexible and stiff reinforcement strips 
[9 are‘ mounted along the overlapping edges; of 
the ?exible: extensions I3. {The reinforcement 
strips l9 are preferably formedof ‘metal-and ‘are 
disposed withinpockets _;2il;,§,fo_rmed; along. the 
free- edges of the ?exiblejextensions~18. These 
pockets 20 are formed byrbending the free edges 
of the extensions I8 under and. outwards and 
securing the bent under portions in position by 
a line of stitches 2|. . 

The reinforcement strips are adapted to be 
?exed to follow the contour of the top edges of 7 
the side walls [2 when overlapped to retain the 
?exible extensions 88 in their overlapped con- ' 
dition so as to close the open top of the bag It). 
Means is provided for retaining the reinforce 

ment strips IS in their ?exed condition. This 
means is identical for both ends of the bag Ill 
and is characterized by a loop 22 mounted on 
one of the superimposed ends of the metal strips 
19. A strap 23 is mounted on-the other of the 
superimposed ends and is adapted to be engaged 
through its respective loop 22 and is'formed With 
a plurality of openings 24 selectively engageable 
with a tongue 25 of a buckle 26 mounted on the 
adjacent end wall I3 of the bag to. The engage 
ment of the straps 23 with the buckles 2e will 
maintain the reinforcement strips H1 in their 
?exed position and maintain the bag closed. 

.However, when the straps 23 are disengaged 
from the buckle 25 the reinforcement strips l9 
will straighten out and permit the extensions [8 
to be directed outwards to open the top of the 
bag I8. ' . 

Means is provided in connection with the top 
most overlapped portion of the ?exible exten 



2 
sions I8 for assisting the straps and buckles in 
maintaining the extensions I8 closed against the 
outward force of the contents of the bag when 
overstu?ed. This means comprises a strap 21 
attached to the center of the topmost overlapped 
portion and engageable with a complementary 
buckle 28 mounted on the opposed side wall l2 
of the utility bag Ill. When the bag has been 
overstuffed the engagement of the strap 21 with 
the buckle 28 will pull the ?exible extensions l8 
together and prevent the center of these exten 
sions from being opened under the outward force “ 
of the contents of the bag. , 
In the form of the invention disclosed in Figs. 

7 and 8 the construction of the-utility bag is simi 
lar to that previously described except for the. 
provision of a slightly different means for attach 
ing the free ends of the straps 23' inposition 
with relation to the end walls I3 of the bag to. 

' In this form of the invention the straps 23' after 
being passed through the loops 22 are then passed 
into‘ and out or adjaeents'lits 24' formed in the 
end walls 13. The free‘ end of each strap 23’ is 
provided with a snap fastener element 25' which 
is engageable with a. vcomplementary snap, fas 
tenor element 26’ mounted upon the bottom face 
of the bottom wall H. Before the'snap fastener 
elements 25’ may be engaged with'the snap. ias 
tener elements 26’_ it is necessary that the free 
ends of the straps 23’ be bent around the bottom 
corners of the bag l0. . 
The corners of the bottom wall of the bag [0 

are provided with small foot members 29 upon 
which the bag Hl‘may be rested so as to prevent 
the ends of the straps 23' from contacting the 
ground when set down. 
While I have illustrated and} described the pre 

ferred embodiments of my invention, it is. to be 
understood that I do not limit myself to the pre 
cise constructions herein disclosed and the right 
is reserved to all changes and modi?cations com 
ing' within the ‘scope of the invention as de?ned 
in the appended claims. ' _ a i ‘ - 

Having thus described my invention, what I 
claim as new,- and desire to secure by United’ , 
States Letters Patent is: ’ 

2,326,452 
1. A utility bag, comprising a bag-like body 

having a bottom wall, side walls with large radii 
top corners, and relatively low end Walls, ?exible 
extensions from the tops of said side walls di 
rected towards each other forming the top of 
said bag and overlapping and following the con 
tour of the top edges of said side walls and ex 
tending downwards and over the top edges of 
said end walls, ?exible and stiff reinforcement 
strips mounted along the overlapping edges of 
said flexible extensions and ?exed and following 
the curved contour of said ?exible extensions, 
loops connected with the ends of one of said 

_ strips, straps connected with the ends of the other 
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of said strips and passing through said loops and 
holding said strips in their ?exed positions, and 
means for releasably connecting said straps to 
said body, whereby when said straps are released 
said strips will unflex and straighten and said 
bag will be open. 

2. 'Auutility bag, comprising a bag-like body 
having a bottom wall, side walls, with large radii 
top corners, and relatively low- end walls, ?exible 
extensions from the tops of said side walls di 
rected towards each other forming the top of said 
has and overlapping. and following the contour 
oi the ion edges of, said side Walls and extending 
downwards; and over the top edges of said end 
walls, ?exible and sti? reinforcement strips 
mounted alongrthe ever-lapping edges 1' of said 
?exible extensions and, ?exed and following the 
curved contour of said ?exible extensions, loops 

with the ends of one of said strips, 
straps connected with the ends of the other of 
said strips and, passing through saidjloops and , 
holding said strips in their ?exed positions, and 
means for releasably connecting said straps to 
said body, whereby when said ‘straps are'released 
said strips will unflexand straighten and said bag 
will be open, said; strapsbeing; passed into and out 
of adjacent slits formed in the end walls of said 
bagalike body and said means comprising snap 
iastener elements on thev ‘free, ends of said straps 
and engageable with complementary'snap fas 
tener elements onv the bottom of said bag. 

. , MAX FREEDLAND. 


