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, Thisinvention relates to new and useful im- ‘ ' 

3 Claims. 

provements in trays for serving food articles and 
the like, and more particularly to such a device 
having means for supporting candles adjacent the 
outside circumference thereof, "as is often common 
when serving a birthday cake. 
An object of the present invention is to provide 

a simple and inexpensive birthday cake plate or 
tray, which is simple and inexpensive in con 
struction, and in which the parts are so arranged 
that they may readily be kept clean ‘and sanitary. 
A further object is to provide a birthday cake 

plate or tray having an upwardly turned annular 
?ange adapted to removably retain "a ring-like 
candle supporting member thereon, whereby a 
plurality of candles may be placed on the tray in 
a circle around a cake supported thereon. 
Other objects of the invention reside in the 

novel and simple construction of the tray and 
candle supporting member, whereby when the 
candle supporting member is removed from the 
tray, the tray may be used as a conventional 
serving tray; in the novel construction of the 
candle supporting member; and, in the construc 
tion of the annular ?ange of the tray which has 
a vertically disposed wall portion forming a seat 
for a ring-like candle supporting member adapt 
ed to be removably supported in the tray in con 
tact with said ?ange, said tray and candle sup 
porting member being constructed independently 
of each other, whereby the tray may, if desired, 
be used independently of the candle supporting 
member; and whereby the candle supporting 
member may readily be seated on the tray to pro 
vide means for supporting a plurality of candles - 
in spaced relation around a cake or other object 
supported on the tray. 
Other objects of the invention will appear from 

the iollovw'ng description and accompanying 
drawing and will be pointed out in the annexed 
claims. 
In the accompanying drawing there has been 

disclosed a structure designed to carry out the 
various objects of the invention, but it is to be 
understood that the invention is not con?ned to 
the exact features shown as various changes may 
be made within the scope of the claims which 
follow. 

In the drawing: i 

Figure 1 is a plan view of the tray with the 
candle supporting member seated therein; 

Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view of the tray; 
Figure 3 is a plan view of the candle support 

ing member removed from the tray; and 
Figure 4 is an enlarged detail sectional view 
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showing one way of making the candle support» 
ing member. 
The novel tray herein disclosed, is shown com 

prising a bottom wall 2 having an upwardly 
turned annular ?ange, generally designated by 
the numeral 3. The ?ange 3 has a vertically dis 
posed wall portion 4 and an outwardly ?aring 
wall portion 5. The marginal edge of the ?ange 3 
is formed with a bead 6 to reinforce the ?ange 
and provide a more ?nished appearance. 
The tray, as above described, is constructed 

more or less in the manner of a conventional tray, 
except that it has the ‘vertically disposed wall por 
tion 4 which cooperates with the adjacent por 
tion of the bottom wall 2 of the tray to provide a 
seat for a candle supporting member, generally 
designated by the numeral 1. 
To simplify construction, the candle supporting 

member, as shown in Figures 3 and 4, is prefer 
ably made from a band or ribbon 3 of a suitable 
material, the width of which is substantially 
equal to the height of the vertical wall portion 4 
of the ?ange, although this is not essential. 
The candle supporting member ‘I is provided 

with a plurality of sockets 9, adapted to receive 
candles, such as ordinary Christmas tree candles 
H), as shown in Figure 2. To further simplify 
construction, the sockets 9 are formed by slitting 
the band 2 and outwardly bending portions of 
the metal thereof in opposite directions, as clearly 
illustrated in Figure 4. This may be expeditiously 
accomplished by suitable forming dies. The 
sockets 9 are spaced apart lengthwise of the 
strip or band of metal, and the length of the strip 
or band is then cut to a certain length, whereby 
when the ends thereof are overlapped and suit 
ably secured together as, for example, by elec 
tric spot welding, as indicated at H in Figure 3, 
the diameter of the member ‘I will substantially 
?t within the upright wall portion 4 of the tray, 
as clearly illustrated in Figures 1 and 2. The 
outermost diameter of the member ‘I is such that 
the member is frictionally retained in its seat in 
the tray, as a result of the outermost portions it.’ 
of the sockets engaging the inner surface of the 
upright wall portion 4 of the ?ange 3. 
When the candle supporting member ‘I is posi~ 

tioned in the tray, as shown in Figures 1 and 2, 
any number of candles up to the number of 
sockets provided therein may be supported 
around the cake, as shown at l3 in Figure 2. By 
thus supporting the candles, the drippings there 

> of will not contact the cake, as when the candles 
are supported in the conventional way, directly 
upon the cake. The cake may also be readily cut 



or divided into a number of parts without inter 
ference from the candles. 
The novel birthday cake tray herein disclosed, 

has proven very popular in actual use. It serves 
a dual purpose because of the removability of the 
candle supporting member ‘I. When the member 
‘I is removed from the tray, the tray may be used 
as a conventional serving tray, and when the 
member ‘I is positioned therein, it provides a very 
neat and attractive tray or plate from which to 
serve a birthday cake or other anniversary cake 
which is to be decorated with candles. The novel 
tray'herein disclosed, thus provides a very useful 
article in a home, in that it may be used either 
as a ‘conventional serving tray, or as a birthday 
cake tray, by simply inserting the candle sup 
porting member ‘I therein. 
In the drawing, I have shown the tray as’ 

formed of sheet metal, but it is to be understood 
that it may be formed of any other suitable 
material applicable for the purpose, without de 
parting from' the scope of the invention. 
In like manner, the candle supporting member 

1 may be otherwise formed, as it is obvious that 
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the sockets 9 may be formed in various ways and 
the same results obtained. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. A tray formed of sheet metal and having 

an upwardly turned circumferential ?ange, a 
ring-like member removable supported in said 
tray and having a plurality of sockets therein 
for receiving candles, said ring-like member be 
,ing'formed of strap metal and having portions 
thereof oppositely bent and cooperating to pro 
vide said sockets. 

2. A ring-like member of ?at strap metal hav 
ing portions thereof bent outwardly in opposite 
directions to provide a plurality of sockets for 
receiving candles, said member being adapted to 
be removably supported in a suitable serving tray. 

3. A ring-like member of ?at material having 
portions extending outwardly therefrom in oppo 
site directions and cooperating to provide a plu 
rality of sockets for receiving candles, said mem 
her being adapted to be removably supported in 
a serving tray. 
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