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1 Claim. 

The present invention relates to new and use 
ful improvements in fuel container construction. 
An object of the invention is to provide a fuel 

container of generally improved design. 
A further object of the invention is the pro 

vision of a fuel container having a reserve sup 
ply chamber within a service supply chamber. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a container of the aforesaid character having 
a valve for controlling the passage of ?uid be 
tween the main chamber and an auxiliary cham 
ber disposed within a depression Within which 
it is accessible from the exterior without pro 
trusion therefrom. 

Still another object of the invention is the 
provision of a fuel container of the above char 
acter which is relatively simple and durable in 
construction and ef?cient in use. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

will become apparent as the description pro 
gresses. 
In the accompanying drawing forming a part 

of this speci?cation and in which like numerals 
are employed to designate corresponding parts 
throughout: 
Figure 1 is a side elevational view of the im 

proved container, and 
Figure 2 is a transverse sectional view taken 

on line 2_-2 of Figure 1. 
Referring in detail to the drawing, wherein 

for the purpose of illustration is shown a pre 
ferred example of the invention, I 0 generally 
designates a cylindrical wall forming shell of 
elongated formation. Inwardly of the ends of 
the cylindrical shell are formed rounded approxi 
mately semispherical end heads ll forming the 
ends of a main chamber of the container. As 
shown to advantage at Figure 1 the rounded 
end heads II are disposed substantially inward 
of the extreme longitudinally projecting end por 
tions I 2 of the cylindrical shell. In the medial 
top portion of the shell is provided a ?lling open 
ing normally closed by a screw cap l3 or other 
suitable closure element. At an end portion of 
the shell, adjacent the top, is provided an out 
let port I4. 
Within the lower portion of this main chamber 

forming tank, adjacent one end, is mounted an 
auxiliary chamber forming tank l6 also of cylin 
drical formation and offset with relation to the 
center line of the main chamber as shown to 
advantage at Figure 2. This auxiliary tank is 
formed integral with or secured to an inwardly 
bowed portion I‘! in the form of an arcuate wall 
depressed with relation to the general contour 
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of the shell of the main chamber to form a con 
cavity closed at the ends by transverse segmental 
shaped end walls l8. 
Communication is afforded between the inte 

riors of the main and auxiliary chambers by 
means of a conduit or pipe l9 disposed so that 
its upper end extends through an opening in 
the concave wall portion l1 adjacent its juncture 
with the cylindrical wall of the major chamber. 
The bottom part of the conduit l9 extends 
through an aperture 20 in the exposed portion 
of the auxiliary tank I6 so that its lower open 
end terminates in a position within the bottom 
portion of this tank, as clearly illustrated at Fig 
ure 2. At the intermediate portion of the con 
duit l9 between its connection with the wall I‘! 
and the tank I6 is mounted a hand operable 
control valve 2| disposed so that it is entirely 
within the external cavity formed by the wall I ‘I. 
At the top portion of the main tank I0 is 

mounted an outlet 22 carrying a conventional 
regulating valve while a similar valved outlet 
23 is connected with the upper portion of the 
auxiliary tank 16. 
The container, which is particularly adaptable 

for containing liqui?ed gas fuel, provides an ef 
ficient arrangement of a reserve chamber of rela 
tively small capacity within a service chamber 
with a control connection between the two. A 
primary feature of this construction is the pro 
vision of the concaved depression in the shell 
of the exterior main chamber designed so that 
the valve for controlling the ‘passage of ?uid be 
tween the reserve and service chambers is in a 
retracted position within the compass of the 
contour of the exterior shell while enabling con 
venient access thereto for operation. Such re 
tracted arrangement of the valve affords pro 
tection therefor and is advantageous in obviat 
ing accidental opening thereof or injury to the 
valve or conduit. 

I have found such tank construction particu 
larly advantageous in the storage of liqui?ed 
gases such as butane or propane. In such cases 
the valved conduits 22 and 23 may be utilized 
to regulate the ?lling of the chambers, as for 
instance to limit the amount of liquid intro 
duced into the respective tanks, during ?lling, 
to ninety percent of the capacity thereof. 

It is to be understood that the form of my 
invention herewith shown and described is to be 
taken as a preferred example of the same and 
that various changes relative to the material, size, 
shape and arrangement of parts may be resorted 
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to without departing from the spirit of the in 
vention or the scope of the subjoined claim. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
In a container of the character described, an 

elongated cylindrical main tank adapted to con 
tain fluid and forming the service chamber of 
the container, the said tank having a relatively 
small portion of its circumferential wall depressed 
to form an arcuate concavity therein, an elon 
gated cylindrical reserve tank of relatively small 
diameter mounted longitudinally within the main 
tank and parallel with the axis of the latter, 
an intermediate portion of the circumferential 
wall of the reserve tank merging into and pro 
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truding from the arcuate wall of the concavity, 
a conduit extending through the concavity trans 
versely of the axis of the main tank and opening 
into the respective main and reserve tanks to 
provide communication therebetween, and a con 
trol valve mounted at the intermediate portion 
of the said conduit, the said conduit and valve 
being disposed wholly within the concavity and 
within the circumferential contour of the main 
tank with the said valve being manually operable 
from the exterior of the main tank for control 

' ling the passage of ?uid from one of the said 
tanks to the other. 

HENRY A. BLACK. 


