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This invention >relates to lamp iìxtures, and 
more particularly, to a new and improved 
socket construction for electric lamps of the 
`double-ended discharge type such as iiuorescent 
tubes. 

It is among the objects of the present inven 
tion to provide a device for supporting tubular 
lamps so constructed that the lamp is securely 
held and cannot be accidentally displaced and 
yet may be easily and readily inserted into and 
removed from the device. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a base and socket construction for tubular lamps 
which will hold a lamp ñrmly and securely 
without being itself rigidly attached to a sup 
port. 
Another object of the present invention is to 

provide a new and improved base and socket 
construction for tubular lamps which is simple 
and compact in structure, relatively economical 
to manufacture and assemble, and attractive in 
appearance. 
A further object of the invention is the provi 

sion of an improved device for supporting 
iluorescent lamps which incorporates a starter 
and an operating switch for the circuit con 
veniently, compactly and inconspicuously in the 
structure thereof. 

'I’hese and other objects of the present inven 
tion will become apparent and better under 
stood from the following detailed description 
taken in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawing, wherein like reference characters 
designate corresponding parts and wherein: 
Figure 1 is a side elevational view of a tubular 

lamp fixture embodying sockets constructed ac 
cording to this invention and having a tubular 
lamp supported thereby; , 
Figure 2 is an enlarged side view partly in 

section of one of the socket elements; 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary partially exploded 

perspective View of the tubular lamp ilxture 
shown in Figure 1; 

Figure 4 'is an enlarged side view partly in 
section of a modiñed socket construction for 
tubular lamps embodying a switch therein; 

Figure 5 is an end elevational view of the 
socket structure illustrated in Figure 4. 
With reference to the drawing and particu 

larly to Figure 1, the tubular lamp fixture of 
the present invention comprises spaced socket 
members I0 and II supporting therebetween a 
tubular lamp I3. The socket members may be 
supported in any suitable manner; however, the 
construction preferably adapts itself to an in. 
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stallation where the socket members are in 
dividually supported by means of a cord or 
flexible hanger element. The lamp I3 illustrated 
herein is ofthe well~known iiuorescent type hav 
ing bases Iâ at each end from which project 
spaced contact electrodes I5. The side wall of 
each base is provided with a spun groove I6 
adjacent the end thereof which forms a periph 
eral ilange I1 at each end of the tube. 
Each of the sockets I0 and II are generally ’ 

of similar construction, differing in that the 
socket I0 embodies structure for accommodating 
an automatic starter member I8 employed with 
fluorescent lamps, whereas the socket I I includes 
a snap switch I9 of the usual construction for 
controlling the flow of electric current to the 
lamp. The two sockets with the foregoing ex 
ception being similar, it is believed that only 
one need be described in detail. 
The socket Iii includes a substantially vtubular 

shell or housing 20 of insulating material hav 
ing a closed end wall 2l through which extends 
a central opening 22 in which may be disposed 
the starter I8 or switch I9 as the case may be. 
The contact structure within the housing 2D 
comprises a pair of discs 23 and 2d spaced apart 
by a spacing member 25 and maintained in po- ~ 
sition by means of a pair of threaded bolts 26 
extending through the end wall 2|. The face 
of the member 23`~is provided with a pair of 
spaced openings 2l through which are adapted 
to project the electrodes I5 of the lamp I3. The 
openings 2l have aligned therewith sleeves 28 
extending outwardly from the rear face of the 
member 23 and adapted to receive the elec 
trodes I5, which sleeves are provided with ter 
minals 29. The opposed face of the member 24 
is provided with suitable electrical contacts -30 
which are adapted to be engaged by the ter 
minals 3! of the starter I8. Current is con 
veyed from a suitable source of supply by means 
of conduits 32 passing through an opening 33 
in the wall of the housing l0 into the interior 
thereof. The open end of the housing is formed 
with a counterbore providing a seat for a split 
resilient claw ring 34 which is provided with a 
plurality of spaced resilient detents 35. When 
the end of the tube I3 is inserted into the open 
end of the socket IIJ, the detents are adapted to 
engage within the groove I6 and bear against 
the flange I1 to prevent the accidental removal 
of the end of the tube from the socket. How 
ever, a force exerted longitudinally of thev tube 
will dislodge the detents from the grooves I6 and 
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permit the end of the tube to be removed from 
the socket. 
With reference to Figures 4 and 5, there is dis 

closed a modified type of socket 40 which may be 
employed when the sockets are permanently se 
cured to a supporting member or ñxture. 'I'he 
socket 4l) comprises. a cylindrical housing 4| of 
insulating material having a closed end 42. The 
closed end 42 is provided with a central opening 
43 through which extends suitable control mech 
anism for a switch 44. Mounted within the hous 
ing 4I is a base member 45 of insulating material, 
the forward end of which is circular in contour 
and forms a substantial transverse wall 46 in the 
housing, terminating in a. rearwardly extending 
supporting projection 46“, The Wall 46 is pro 
vided wlth a pair of elongated slots 41 which are 
adapted to slidably receive the electrodes l5 of a 
lamp i3. The base 45 is maintained in ñxed po 
sition within the housing by means of a threaded 
screw 4B extending through the wall of the hous 
ing 4 I. 

Secured to the upper surface of the base 45 are 
angulated terminals 49 which include upstanding 
spring jaws 50 aligned with openings 41 in the end 
wall 46. The screws 5| serve to attach the ends 
of suitable electrical wires or conduits to the 
terminals 49. The base 45 is provided with an 
upstanding lug 52 having a tapped opening 53 ex 
tending thereinto. The forward end of the hous 
ing 4I is diametrically split to provide a substan 
tially semi-cylindrical cap 54 which is maintained 
in operative relation with respect to its comple 
mental part of the housing 4i by means of a stud 
55 threaded into the opening 53. An interlocking 
tongue and groove construction 56 on the cap 54 
and projection 46“ facilitates the positioning of 
the cap 54. A circumferential inwardly extend 
ing bead 51 formed on the housing 4i adjacent 
the open end thereof is adapted to engage within 
the groove I6 formed on the base member of the 
tubular lamp, to maintain the lamp Within the 
socket. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

desire to obtain by Letters Patent is defined in 
the appended claims. 
What I claim is: 
l. A socket for a tubular lamp having a tubu 

lar end base member including spaced contact 
prongs extending parallel to the axis of the lamp, 
said socket comprising a tubular housing adapted 
to slidably receive the base of said lamp, means 
extending radially inwardly from the inner wall 
of said housing and adapted to circumferentially 
engage the base of the lamp and maintain it 
against longitudinal displacement within said 
housing, a wall member having openings there 
through disposed intermediate the ends of said 
housing and adapted to receive said spaced con 
tact prongs when said lamp base is positioned in 
said housing, and contacting members connected 
to electrical conduits adjacent said wall member 
and adapted to engage said spaced prongs. 

2. A socket for a tubular lamp having a tubu 
lar end base member including spaced contact 
prongs extending parallel to the longitudinal axis 
of the lamp, comprising a tubular housing adapt 
ed to slidably receive the base of said lamp, yield 
able means extending radially inwardly from the 
inner wall of said housing and adapted to fric 
tionally engage at spaced circumferential points 
the base of the lamp and maintain it against 
longitudinal displacement within said housing, a 
wall member disposed intermediate the ends of 
said housing and having openings through which 
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the spaced contact prongs extend when the lamp 
base is positioned in said housing, and contact 
members associated with said wall member and 
adapted to receive the spaced contact prongs and 
connect the same to electrical conduits leading 
to a suitable source of current supply. 

3. A socket for a tubular lamp having a base 
including spaced contact prongs extending from 
the end thereof, said socket comprising a tubular 
housing having a removable wall portion adapted 
to be removed to allow the base to be received 
in said housing, means extending radially in 
wardly from the wall portion of said housing and 
adapted to circumferentially engage said base 
and maintain it against longitudinal displace 
ment within said housing, a wall member having 
openings therethrough disposed in said housing 
and adapted to receive said spaced contact prongs 
when said lamp base is positioned in said housing, 
and contact members connected to electrical con 
duits adjacent said wall member and adapted to 
engage said spaced prongs. 

4. A socket for a tubular lamp having a base 
including spaced contact prongs, said socket com 
prising a tubular housing having a removable wall 
portion to permit said base to be received in said 
housing, a slotted wall member disposed in said 
housing adapted to receive said spaced contact 
prongs when said lamp base is positioned in said 
housing, contact members connected to electrical 
conduits adjacent said slotted wall member and 
adapted to engage said spaced prongs, and means 
extending inwardly from the wall of said housing 
adapted to interenga ge with said base and main 
tain it against displacement within said housing. 

5. A socket for a tubular lamp having a tubu 
lar end base member including spaced contact 
prongs extending parallel to the longitudinal axis 
of the lamp, said socket comprising a tubular 
member adapted to slidably receive the base of 
said lamp, yieldable means extending radially in 
wardly from the inner wall of said housing and 
adapted to frictionally engage at spaced circum 
ferential points the base of the lamp and main 
tain it against longitudinal displacement within 
said housing, wall means intermediate said hous 
ing having openings for receiving said spaced con 
tact prongs, contact members carried by said wall 
means in alignment with said openings and 
adapted to engage said prongs. 

6. A socket for a tubular lamp including spaced 
contact prongs, said socket comprising a hous 
ing adapted to slidably receive the base of said 
lamp and having a removable wall portion, a base 
member disposed within said housing having a 
slotted face adapted to slidably receive said spaced 
contact prongs, contact members carried by said 
base member for engaging said spaced prongs. 
means extending inwardly from the inner wall of 
said housing to engage the base of the lamp and 
maintain it against displacement within said 
housing. 

'7. A socket for a tubular lamp with a base in 
cluding spaced contact prongs, said socket corn~ 
prising a housing adapted to slidably receive the 
base of said lamp, a yieldable member Within said 
housing adapted to frictionally engage said base 
and maintain it against longitudinal displace 
ment within said housing, wall means disposed 
intermediate the ends of said housing, one of said 
wall means being formed with openings adapted 
to receive said contact prongs, contact members 
carried by said wall means adapted to engage 
said prongs when positioned in said openings. and 
the other of said Wall means provided with ter 
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minals adapted to receive the contacts of a lamp 
starter extending through an opening in said 
housing. » 

8. A support for a tubular lamp having bases 
including spaced contact prongs projecting from 
each end thereof. said support comprising spaced 
tubular housings adapted to slidably receive the 
bases of said lamp, means extending radially in 
wardly from the inner wall of each of said hous 
ings and adapted to interengage circumferen- 10 

tially with said bases for holding the same against 
longitudinal displacement therefrom, wall means 
having openings therethrough disposed within 
said housings and adapted to receive the spaced 
contact prongs on the bases of said lamp, and 
contact members connected to electrical conduits 
adjacent said wail means and adapted to engage 
said spaced prongs. ` 

ALEXANDER SCHELGUNOV. 


