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1 Claim. (0!. 229—16) 
This invention relates to a new and improved 

collapsible tamper-proof shipping container, pri 
marily for cigars, which container will normally‘ 
include a ?at-collapsible tray member and a ?at 
collapsible outer covering member or carton 
'member,‘ the two being adapted for union in an 

\ assembly which is tamper-proof. 

5 . 

Heretofore', there have been various attempts I 
to form paper, or cardboard lamination, or me 

_~ tallic foil and paper or cardboard, ?at-collapsi 
ble shipping containersifor cigars, or the like; 
However, the Governmental authoritieshave in- i 
slsted upon rigid speci?cations for such contain 
ers, and to date it is believed that no collapsible 
.cardboard or . paper container of the machine 
made type suitable for large quantities of cigars, 
with the exception of the collapsible shipping 
‘container about to be described, has complied 
with all Treasury Department regulations and 

‘ has received the approval of the Governmental 
authorities. One, vital requirement for a con 
tainer for cigars or the like, is that when the 
revenue tax stamp is a?ixed to the container, 

, that it be absolutely impossible for the container 
to be opened without destroying the revenue 
stamp, or, alternatively, without mutilating the 
package. - - ' ; ’ 

Therefore, it is the object of our invention to 
fabricate a paper or cardboard shipping con 
tainer for cigars or the like, which‘ is capable 
of being manufactured in large quantities at 
economical cost and which can be shipped ?at 
to the cigar manufacturer from the paperor 

_ . cardboard box manufacturer. " It will be recog 
nized that the wooden boxes heretofore utilized 
almost universally for shipping large quantities 

collapsed. ‘ , 

Therefore, it is a further object of our inven 
tion, to provide a ‘sturdy shipping container, 
primarily for cigars, which includes an inner 
tray member and a cooperating outer carton 
member, both members adapted to be collapsed 
?at for shipping purposes to the ‘cigar manuface 
turer and both ‘members adaptedtoibe assem 
bled together in upright position to form a stable; 
shipping container for cigars, whichwilltam‘p 
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to be amxed to the outer containertsealing the 
container so that the same is tamper-proof, and‘ . 
so that the said container can not be opened 
without destroying the revenue stamp, or muti 
lating the ‘container. The locking means pref 
erably is an integral part of one of the members. 

It is a further object of our invention to pro 
vide a simple one-piece blank; for formulating 
the outer carton, also a simple one-piece blank 
for the‘ inner member and also a member so 

. shaped as to provide locking means for the two,‘ 
thus making it economical for general use. 
The above and various other objects and ad 

vantages will be readilyunderstood from the 
-.following description taken‘ in connection with 
the accompanying drawings of preferred em 

., bodiments of the ‘invention in which-modi?ca 
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cigar trade. cannot be shipped ' ‘ 
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protect large numbers of cigars for transports; ' 
tion, and which yet a?ords an attractive dllplllij 
of the’ cigars for retail trade purposes. _' 

It is a further object ‘oi ‘our invention to pro 
vide a ?at shipping container, primarily for 
cigars, which includes an inner tray. member 
‘and an outer carton member having interlocking 
~means, which permit a single revenue tax stamp 

‘Ho Fig 

vtions may be made without departing from the 
scope of the appended claim. In the drawings: 

Fig. 1 is a plan' view of a blank suitable for 
forming the outer carton member; _ > 

- Fig. 2 is a plan view of _a blanksuitablefor 
forming the inner tray member; 

Fig. '3' is a perspective “view of the assembled ' 
' tray member, showing the same partially ?lled 
with cigars; - , 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the assembled 
outer carton- member; ' 

5 is a perspective view of an assembledw' 
outer carton member with an assembled and a 
loaded inner trayv member partially inserted 
therein; . . 

Fig. 6 is a perspective view similar to Fig. 5, 
except that the tray member has been inserted 
within the carton member, and a locking ?apv 
upon’the tray member is shown in cooperating 
position with theouter carton member: ‘ ' 

Fig. 7 is a Perspective view of the, combination 
shown in Fig. 6, except that the shipping con 
tainer has been closed and a revenue tax stamp 
is indicated in position; - _ 

Fig. 8 is a cross-section taken upon the line 
f Fig. 7; .’ - . 

. 9 is a cross-section of Fig.7 taken upon 
the line H thereof; ., I \' 

Fig. 10 indicates a series of outer carton mem 
bers, collapsed for shipping purposes; 

'; 11 indicates a series of inner tray mem 
bers. collapsed for shipping purposes; and . ,, 

Fig. 12 is an enlarged cross-‘section taken upon 
' a the ‘line "-1: er Fig. 6 to illustrate that the 

outer carton member may be formed of light 
cardboard stock covered with metal foil. prefer 
ably aluminum foil. ‘(It be recognized that 
the metal foil'increases the moisture-proof and ‘ 



2 
air-proof characteristics of the shipping con 
tainen/and also that the metal foil may be em 
bossed and printed upon in attractive designs, 
but that the shipping container may otherwise 
be formed of varying thicknesses of cardboard 
or the like, either with or without metalvfoil 
mounted thereupon); and 

Fig. 13 is a cross-section of an alternate form 
of our invention. , , 

In these ?gures, the outer carton member Ill 
may be formed of a conventional box-like por-, 
tion l2 having an ‘opening l4 therein, for the 
inspection of merchandise, and forming protec 
tive corner portions indicated as [6, and a hinged 
top portion I8. Hinged top portion will prefer 
ably have integrally connected thereto side ?ap 
portion 20, which in turn has integrally con 
nected thereto, locking tab 22. Flap end por 
tions 24 of conventional design will be provided 
forv box-like member l2. This forms a strong 
and suitable outer carton member, having a look 
ing means for the cover thereof. ,‘As indicated 
in the plan view of the blank,‘as shown in Fig. 1, 
all of the above-identified portions will be formed 
from a one-piece blank, thereby permitting all 
of said portions to be joined, one to another. 
However, it will be observed that the locking 

tab 22 in no way a?ects end portions 24 of outer 
carton member I0. 

It will also be observed that, with the excep 
tion of said end portions 24, the outer carton 
member may be sealed by a?lxing a revenue tax 
stamp 25, or like seal, when the locking tab 22 
is positioned in locking slot- 26, jointly upon side 
wall 20 and the bottom of the box indicated as 
28, all as shown clearly in Figs. 6 and 7. 

Therefore, to prevent illicit entry to'the con 
tents of the shipping container, we have devised 

. an inner tray member 30 of conventional design, 
except that it is additionally provided with a 
locking ?ap 32 so formed and positioned that 
the same cooperates with, and ?lls one side of, 
opening l4 of outer carton member I0, so that 
when the tray 30 is in position within-the outer 
carton l0, and locking ?ap 32 bent outwardly 
over side portion'34 of carton member ID (Fig. 
6), and the top of the outer carton closed, and 
this locking tab 22 positioned in locking slot 26, 
and the revenue tax stamp or seal 25 affixed 
thereon, the contents of the tray cannot be 
reached without breaking seal 25, or, alterna 
tively, mutilating end portions 36 of tray mem 
ber 30. -' . 
Tray member 30, as indicated in» Figs. 2 and 

11, will be formed of conventional design, and 

2,311,137 
provided with‘ lines oi! told 38, except that it will 
also beprovided with looking ?ap 32, as de 
scribed. This permits the tray members to be 
collapsed ?at and shipped in a stock, as indi 
cated in Fig. 11, and also readily assembled tor 
loading with cigars, or other merchandise. Also, 
as indicated in Fig. '10, the outer carton members 
may also be shipped ?at. Fig. 12 illustrates two 
outer. layers of preferably aluminum foil mount- ' 

10 .ed upon an irmer layer-of paper. 
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Fig. 13 is a cross section of a modi?cation oi - 
our invention wherein the tray 30, instead of 
being provided with a locking ?ap 32, is pro 
vided with an elongated slot 39 approximately ' 
registering and conforming in shape with slot 
28, and conforming generally in size and shape 

vto the outer portion of locking tab 22, upon 
Such a disposition of hinged top portion. [8. 

parts prevents the lateral movement of the tray 
member when the shipping container is closed 
and locking tab 22 is inserted through slot 28 
and through slot 39. ' ' ‘I 

It will readily be recognized that while our 
invention is speci?cally adapted for the shipping 
of cigars, as described, that owing to the tamper 
proof qualities of this shipping container, it is 
capable of wide utilization for the shipping of 
other merchanidse, particularly because the 
combination of the two units, namely, the outer 
carton member and the interlocking inner tray 
member a?ord a strong and suitable shipping 
container. _ 

Therefore, it will be obvious to those skilled in 
the art that various changes and modifications 
of the invention may be employed, but it is 
understood that our invention is not to be lim 
ited to what is described in the speci?cation and 
shown in the drawings, but only as indicated in 
the appended'claim.~ . ' 

We claim: ' 
In a tamper-proof shipping container, com-. . 

prising an open tray member and a collapsible 
outer carton comprising bottom, side walls and 
top member, a new sealing means therefor com 
prising an extension on said tray to overlie one 
wall 01 said outer carton, an extension integral 
with the top of said outer carton to overlie said 
?rst extension member and to hold it from being 
raised, said top extension adapted to be locked 
.in position by a single seal, thereby providing a 
lock to prevent removal of said ‘tray without the 
breaking of said extension member or said seal. 

FREDERICK A. SUNDERHAUF. 
FRANK W. BRODERICK. 


