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The present invention relates to a fastening tion of ?nish coats of plaster or other surface 
device for attaching panels of plasterboard or media. . 
the like upon a frame in such manner as to make Figure 5 is a view in horizontal cross-section 
provision for relative movement to the sheet of taken on the lines 5-5 of Figure 4. 
plasterboard with respect to other sheets and 5 Figure 61s an isometric view of amodi?ed form 
with respect to the studding or joist to which it of cap. 
is attached. Referring more particularly to the disclosure 
The natural thermal expansion and contrac- in the drawing, sheets of plasterboard I or simi 

tion of plasterboard is recognized. In addition lar material are attached to studdings'2 and 
it is well-known that studdings or joists made 10 headers or foot rails of a frame as shown in 
of Wood are subject to considerable contraction Figure 4. 
and expansion,‘ and in addition other causes such In operation, the nail 3 is driven through the 
as uneven settling of the building frequently plasterboard and into the wood frame at inter 
causes undue pressure upon the wallboard and vals of approximately eight inches. The nail 3 
the ?nished product which results in unsightly 15 has a head 4 and a point 5 at the end opposite 
cracks and crevices the head. Intermediate the point 5 and the head 

It is the object of my invention to provide 4 is an enlarged hump 5 Which is Placed at suf 
means of attachment which will permit alimited ?cient distance from the head 4 to span the 
shifting of the panels to conform to the move- thickness 0f the plasterboard The nail 3 is 
ment of the panels or the framework to which 20 driven into position so that the head rests lightly 
it is attached, at all times and particularly after against the outer surface of the panel of plaster 
the ?nish coats of plaster are applied to the board I. AS the hump 6 which is larger than 
panels of plasterboard. the diameter of the rest of the shaft of the nail, 
A further object is to provide a more eco- passes through the ‘plasterboard, it creates an 

nomical and durable means of attaching the 25 opening of considerably greater diameter than 
panels to the studding or other support in the the diameter of the rest of the shaft and will 
erection of modem low-cost buildings. allow considerable play between the relative po 
A still further object is to provide a combina- sition of the plaster panel and the framework. 

tion (if nail and cap which can be attached at After the nails 3 are driven home to hold the 
the factory and which can be driven into place 30 plasterboard, it is necessary t0 make provision 
in one operation, thereby comparing very favor- against the binding effect of the ?nish coats of 
ably in labor time in installing with the conven- Plaster which would otherwise bind the nail 
tional nail used before this improved type of head 4 t0 the panel I- I provide this by means 
mail was thought of, of a cap ‘I which has a cross-section slightly 
Further objects are to provide a construction 35 larger than the cross-section of the head of the 

of maximum simplicity, ef?ciency, economy, ease nail to form a covering for the head of the nail. 
of assembly and operation, and such- further ob- This can has a plurality of Wedge-shaped pro 
jects, advantages and capabilities as will later trusions 8, each of which are driven into the 
more fully appear and are inherently possessed plasterboard to hold the cap in place. The cap is 
thereby. 40 also provided with ?anges 9 which are adapted 
The invention further resides in the combina- to bend around the edge of the nail head 4 at 

tion, construction and arrangement of parts il- the fastening where such nails are made or at 
lustrated in the accompanying drawing, and any time prior to driving the nail through the 
while I have shown therein a preferred embodi- plasterboard. The Cap is of suf?cient diameter 
ment, it is to be understood that the same is sus- 45 to permit limited movement of the head 4 within 
ceptible to modi?cation and change without de- the cap ‘I so that free play is allowed between 
parting from the spirit of my invention. the nail and the cap. The modi?ed form of cap 
In the drawing: shown in Figure 6 is adapted to be applied to 
Figure 1 is an isometric view of one of the ele- the nail after the nail has been driven into the 

merits of my novel fastening device. 50 studding. It is provided with ?anges ID to hold 
Figures 2 and 3 are isometric views of such it in place over the nail head 4 and onto the 

element provided with a cap for such element. plasterboard I. It is to be observed that either 
Figure 4 is an isometric view showing sections form of cap which I show may be stamped from 

of wallboard or other siding secured in place by a single piece of metal. By having the nail and 
my novel fastening device prior to the applica- 55 cap assembled in one unit, much labor in attach 



2 
ing the wall board may be saved inasmuch as 
but one operation is required in driving the nail 
and cap home. 

After the caps are fastened in place over each 
of the nails, a ?nish coat of one or two coats of 
plaster is applied to the panels, covering the 
panels I and the caps 1. I have found that it 
is preferable to have the crown of the cap slightly 
rounded to obviate the danger of being dis 
located by the trowel when the plaster coat is 
added. . 

Experiments and tests have shown that with 
this invention the plasterboard and plaster are 
held to the framework securely but withsu?icient 
yieldability with respect to lateral strain upon 
the plasterboard and plaster to prevent cracks 
in the plaster or to reduce the same to a mini 
mum. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim as new and desire to secure as Letters 
Patent is: 

I claim: 
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2,307,848 
1. In a device of the class described, the com 

bination of a nail having a shank, pointed at 
one end and provided with a head at the other 
end, an approximately ?at cap of substantially 
greater area than and covering the head of the 
nail, and anchoring projections on the cap nor 
mally spaced from the periphery of the head to 
allow limited movement of the head within the 
plane of the cap. 

,2. In a device of the class described for attach 
ing wall surfacing to a frame, a nail having an 
enlarged head, and an enlarged substantially 
conical shaped portion on the shank at a point 
intermediate the point and head of said nail to 
provide an opening in said wall surfacing larger 
than the diameter of said shank, and a substan 
tially ?at cap for said nail head provided with 
anchoring projections for attachment to said wall 
surfacing and permitting co-planar movement 
of said nail head within the con?nes of said cap. 

CHESTER SIG ANDERSON. 


