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'_ The present invention relates to containers 
such as hinge cover tablet boxes or the like and 
has particular reference to a pintleless hinge hav 
ing a locking feature which is adapted to retain 
the cover in predetermined positions on the box. 
An object of the invention is the provision of 

a hinge cover tablet box or the like wherein the 
cover is permanently' secured to the box by a 
plntleless hinge which is designed to lock theV 
cover against accidental opening when it is in 
closed position and is also designed to retain the 
cover in unlocked position when it is released and 
partially open. ’ 

Another object is the provision of such a tablet 
box hinge which is readily adaptable to that type 
of Vbox cover which is released and _ partially 
opened by pinching the box along one edge or a 
corner thereof. _ 

Numerous other objects and advantages ofthe 
invention will be apparent as it is better under 
stood from the following description, which, tak 
en in connection with the accompanying draw 
ing, discloses a preferred embodiment thereof. 

Referring to the drawing: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a tablet box 

ling the box cover in closed position _; 
i Figs. 2 and 3 are enlarged sectional views taken 
substantially along a plane indicated by the lines 
2-2 in Fig. l, the views showing the cover of the 
box in different positions; ‘ 

Figs. 4 and 5 are fragmentary sectional details 
taken substantially along the lines 4_4, 5-5 in 
Fig. 2; and » 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary sectional view similar 
' to Fig. 3 showing the cover in fully open p_osi 

tion. 
As a preferred embodiment of the invention 

the drawing illustrates a rectangular shaped sheet 
metal tablet box which includes a body member 
II and a cover member I2. These members are 
preferably of shallow one«piece die drawn con 
struction. 
The body member I| comprises a flat bottom 

wall section I4 (Fig. 2) which is surrounded by 
a continuous upright wall I5. The upright wall 
includes a front wall section I6, a rear wall'sec 
tion Il, and a pair of connecting side Wall sec 
tions Iß. The side wall sections I8 are cut away 
adjacent the rear wall section Il as indicated by 
the numeral I9, and the rear wall is made corre 
spondingly lower so that free hinging action of 
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the cover may be had as will be explained here- . . 

inafter. 
The cover member I2 comprises a semi-flat 55 

tened dome shaped top wall section 2| which at 
its edges merges into a surrounding and contin 
uous depending ñange wall 22. The ñange wall 
includes a front wall section 23, a rear wall sec 
tion 24|, and a pair of connecting side wall sec 
tions 25. When the cover is on the body II these 
flange wall sections extend down adjacent to and 
outside of the corresponding upright vwall sec- _ 
tions of the body. . 
The cover I2 is adapted to be rocked on the 

body II by pressure applied to it along the rear 
edges of the box to initially open it. For this 
purpose the cover is formed with a pair of ful 
crum lugs 28 (Figs. 1, 2 and 4) which are located 
in the cover top wall section 2| adjacent to and 
extending into the cover side wall sections 25. 
The lugs are preferably pressed inwardly from 
these two wall sections 2|, 25 and rest on the top 
terminal edges of the body side wall sections I8 
when the cover is in a closed or partially opened 
position as shown in Figs. 2 and 3. 
When the cover is in closed position it is held 

against accidental opening along its front wall 
section 23 and along its side wall sections 25 
adjacent its rear wall section 24. At the front 
of the box this is effected by a pair of interlock 
ing nodes, lugs, protuberances or_ projections 3|, 
32 which are formed in the respective wall sec- ' 
tions I6, 23 of the body and cover members. 
At the rear of the box the locking is effected 

in hinge elements which include a pair of in 
wardly extending nodes or projections 35 (Figs. 1 
and 5) which are formed in the cover side wall 
sections 25. There is one of these hinge nodes 
on each side of the cover and it extends into and 
operates in an elongated or oblong recess 3B 
formed in each side wall section I8 ofthe body. 
The bottom of each recess is formed with a pair 
of spaced, upper and lower, inwardlyI extending. 
round depressions 31, 38 having a locking ridge 
39 betweenthem. It is in these depressions that 
the locking nodes 35 engage. 
When the cover is in closed position ̀ ‘the hinge 

nodes 35 are seated in the upper locking depres~ 
sions 3'I. The ridges 39 retain the corresponding 
nodes in the upper depressions and thus coop 
erate with the front locking nodes 3|, 32 in lock 
ing the cover against accidental opening. 
When it is desired to open the cover, a slight 

pressure applied to the rear edge of the box, as 
by pinching the cover and body rear edges to 
gether, rocks the cover on its fulcrum lugs 28. 
This rocking action raises the cover along its 
front edge and disengages the locking lugs 3|, 
32 thereby releasing the cover and allowing it to 



2 
snap into an initially opened position as shown 
in Fig. 3. 

This same rocking action depresses the rear 
edge of the cover and forces each hinge node 35 
out of the corresponding upper hinge locking de 
pression 31. During such shifting action, the 
nodes ride over the locking ridges 39 as they 
snap into the lower hinge depressions 38 after 
which they are locked by the ridges 39. 'I‘hese 
lower depressions thereupon become hinge ele 
ments as the cover is raised by hand from its 
initially opened position into a full open position, f 
as shown in Fig. 6. This latter position gives full 
access to the interior of the box. 
Upon closing the cover again, the hinge nodes 

35 remain in the lower hinge depressions 38 un 
til the cover is brought down into the position 
shown in Fig. 3. In such position the fulcrum 
lugs 28 again come into engagement with the top 
edge of the body side walls I8‘and thereupon 
begin to function as fulcrum points. Continuous 
closing of the cover now rocks it on these ful 
crum points and the hinge nodes 35 are forced 
back into the upper hinge locking depressions 
31. At the same time the front locking nodes 
3|, 32 are reengaged as shown in Fig. 2 and the 
cover is thus securely locked against accidental 

' opening. 

It is thought that the invention and many of 
its attendant advantages will be understood from 
the foregoing description, and it will be apparent 
that various changes mair be made in the form, 
construction and arrangement of the parts With 
out departing frcm the spirit and scope of the 
invention or sacriñcing all of its material ad 
vantages, the form hereinbefore described being 
merely a preferred embodiment thereof. 

I claim: 
1. A hinge cover tablet box and the like, com 

prising a body member, a cover member, and a 
pair of hinge elements including a hinge node in 
each of two opposite walls of one of said mem 
bers and a guide recess in each of two corre 
sponding Walls of the other of said members, 
each of said recesses having a pair of spaced 
locking hinge depressions in which 'said nodes 

 operate and in which said nodes may be shifted 
from one to the other, one of each pair of said 
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depressions retaining said cover in locked posi 
tion on the body, and the other of each pair of 
depressions serving as hinge elements on which 
the cover is opened when the hinge nodes are 
shifted from one set of depressions to the other. 

2. A hinge cover tablet box and the like, corn 
prising a body member having a front Wall sec 
tion and a pair of sidewall sections, a cover mem 
ber also having a front Wall section and a pair 
of side Wall sections, hinge elements including 
a pair of hinge nodes formed one in each side 
wall section of one of said members adjacent its 
rear edge and also including a pair of elongated 
recesses formed one in each side wall section of 
the other of said >members~ each of said elon 
gated recesses having a pair of spaced rounded 
depressions one above the other, said hinge node. 
selectively occupying either the upper or the 10W` 
er of said depressions one location providing fo? 
locking of the cover member in closed positio?i 
the other providing a hinging action to permi’e" 
moving of said cover member into fully opened 
position, a pair of locking projections in the front 
wall sections of the members for cooperating with 
said hinge nodes in locking said cover member 
closed. and a pair of fulcrum lugs in said cover. 
member and bearing against said body member 
to provide for initially opening said cover member 
Iby applying a pressure at the rear edge thereof. 

3. A pintleless substantially rectangular hinge 
cover box for tablets and the like, comprising in 
combination a box body member With front rear 
and side walls, a complementary cover member 
adapted to hingedly telescope over said body 
member, means on one of said members engag 
ing the other member to obtain a rocking move 
ment of said cover into open and closed posi 
tion relative to said body member >when a pinch 
ing pressure is applied to the box, and a hinge 
connection between said body and cover mem 
bers comprising a pair of projections, one in each 
side Wall of one of said members and two com 
plementary depressions in each side Wall of the 
other of said members, a said projection enter-T 

` ing and hinging in first one and then in thef‘ 
other of said depressions when the cover is openedîl 
and'closed. .1' 

CHARLES H. DAHLGREN. f' 


