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This invention relates generally to cigarette 
containers.‘ More particularly, my invention re 
lates to a certain new and useful improvement in 
combination cigarette containers, lighters, and 
dispensers especially, though not exclusively, 
adapted for automobile use, and has for its chief 
object the provision of a structure of the type and 
for the purpose stated which may be readily con 
structed, which is compact and artistic in form 
and appearance, which may be easily installed 
upon the automobile, which may be readily ?lled, 
which is easily and conveniently operable for 
‘lighting and dispensing the ‘cigarettes succes 
sively one by one, which is economical and en 
tirely safe in electrical consumption, and which 
is e?icient and satisfactory in the performance of 
its intended functions. ‘ 
And with the above and other objects in view, 

my invention resides in the novel features of‘ 
form, construction, arrangement, and combina 
tion of parts presently described and pointed out 
in the claims. . i 

, In the accompanying drawing: 
Figure 1 is a reduced perspective view of a com 

bination cigarette container,‘ lighter, and dis 
penser constructed in accordance with and em 
bodying my present invention; 

Figure 2 is a plan view of the structure with the 
‘ cover removed and the lighting-element and dis 
pensing-tray in ‘retracted, housed, or normal 
position; 

Figure 3 is also a plan view with the cover re 
moved, but with the lighting-element and dis 
pensing-tray in- projected, cigarette lighting and 
dispensing, or so-called abnormaI position; 
‘Figures 4 and 5 are transverse or vertical sec 

tional views on the lines‘ 4—4 and 5-5, Figures 2 
and 3, respectively; and 

Figures 6 and 7 are sectional views on the lines 
6-6 and T----'!, respectively, Figure 2.‘ _ 
Referring now ‘more in detail and by reference 

characters to‘ the drawing, which illustrates a 
preferred embodiment of o my invention, the 
structure includes a preferably metallic box 
shaped shell or housing A of suitable dimensions 
and preferably of‘ oblongrrectangular contour in 
plan view, shell A comprising a rear wall I, oppo 
site side walls 2, 2', marginally contoured and 
obliquely cut away, as at a, at their lower corners, 
as best seen in Figure 1, a front wall 3, and a bot- 
tom wall 4 obliquely sloping forwardly and down 
wardly from rear wall I and formed at its for 
ward margin with an extension 5 ' presented 
obliquely forwardly and upwardly in, registration, 
with the, oblique corners a of said walls 2, 2'. 
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It maybe here stated that the degree of incli 
nation of bottom wall 4 is such as to freely e?ect 
forward and downward rolling movement of the 
housed cigarettes C, and the bottom wall exten 
sion 5 and front wall 3 are of such relative dimen-, 
sions as to provide a space, as, at b, therebetween 
of sufficient width to freely permit the, housed 
cigarettes C to one by one, pass outwardly there 
through. ‘ A ‘ 

A‘suitable top wall or lidj‘B ,is‘hinged, as at 6?, 
to and at the upper margin of side walls 2, 2', for 
swingable closure of shell A, and the shell side 
walls 2, 2’, are outwardly recessed in the provision 
of oppositely disposed inwardly opening ways, as, 
at l—-1, which extend‘ obliquely forwardly and 
downwardly in substantial parallelism 
bottom wall 4. ‘ ‘ 

‘Suitably connected or conjoined, as at d, to, 
and ?atwise disposed approximately in the horia 
zontal plane of the top margin of, the one side, 
wall 2", is a wall or partition 3, and right-angu 
larly depending from the inner margin of wall‘8, 
is a wall or partition 9, which at its lower margin 
is spaced slightly upwardly from the plane ofgand 
substantially parallel with, the downwardly and 
forwardly sloping ways ‘I, the angular walls or‘ 
partitions 8—9 providing a ‘chamber, as at‘ It], 
within the shell A ‘for normally substantially‘ 
housing the lighting means D and theupright; 
wall 9 being preferably, for purposes presently 
appearing, cut away at its lower forward corner,‘ 
as at e. u ‘ 

Reciprocatorily shiftable within and relatively 
to the shell A, is a tray E comprising an upright 
‘back wall H, a bottom wall l2 projecting‘for 
wardly and obliquely downwardly from wall‘ II 
in aligning registration with the Ways '1 and par-l 
allelism with the shell bottom wall 4, oppositely‘ 
disposed pairs of tongues l3, l3, projecting out- ‘ 
wardly from the opposite side margins of wall £2‘ 
for fitting and working in the ways ‘I for mov 
ably or shiftably supporting theftray E with re- ‘7 
spect to shell A, and‘a front‘wall including por 
tions or lips I4 projecting upwardly from, and‘ at 
the forward margin of, the wall l2, the wall-por 
tions‘ 14 having a height substantially equal to 
the height of the space or shell mouth I) and the 
wall 12 having such width that, when the tray E 
is in normal or retracted position, the rear tray-l 
wall II will approximately ?atwise abut the‘rear; 
shell-wall l vand front wall portions‘ M will fit 
within and partially close the shell-mouth b,-as 
best seen in Figure2. - ‘ - ‘ 

The front wall portions l4 are‘spaced centrally‘ 
1' of the bottom wall l2, and intermediate the walls, 

with the 



2. 
portions M, the tray-wall I2 is cut away or re 
cessed, as at f. Adjacent the margin of recess 1‘, 
the wall 12 is punched and upset, as at g, g, and 
thereby provided with preferably integral down 
wardly presented spaced ears [5, l5, pivotally 
connected with which is a ?nger-grip F having 
the shape and contour best seen in Figures 2 and 
5 for ?tting the recess f and between the wall 
portions or lips [4 for completing the front wall 
of tray E and the closure of the shell-mouth b 
when the tray E is in retracted or normal posi 
tion, as in Figure 2, and to freely or swingably 
depend from the ears l5 when the tray E is in 
outwardly-pulled or projected position, as in 
Figure 5. 
Fixed at their rear end only, as at It,» to and 

upon the inner face of the shell rear wall I and 
freely or springwise projecting forwardly and 
obliquely downwardly within the shell A slightly 
below the tray-wall l2, are suitable yielding mem 
bers or strips G bent or deformed adjacent their 
freeien'd, as at [7, for co-op'eration with detents 
I8,- p'unched, as at h, and presented downwardly 
from the tray~wall l2,-as best seen in Figures 4 
and 5. - 

' Forwarolly of the punched openings h, the 
tray-wall I2 is cut away or apertured, as at i, for 
accommodating the free end. portions of the strips 
G when the tray E is in projected position, as 
shown in Figure 5 and for purposes presently ap 
pearing. 
Within the con?nes of the chamber It}, the 

tray-wall i2 is suitably provided or formed with 
an upstanding ear l9. Suitably attached and 
electrically connected at one end to the'ear I9, 
is a yielding conducting strip 20 forming part of 
the lighting means D and which at its forward 
end has electrical connection with one side of a 
suitable lighting element 21, the strip 2!! having 
such length and being shaped or bent, as at 7‘, 
adjacent its forward end to normally, that is to 
say,’ when the tray E is retracted, shiftably or 
yieldinglly present the element 2% in the cut-out e 
in’ the chamber-wall 9, as best seen in Figure 2. 

7 Also forming part of the lighting means D and 
having electrical connection with the other side 
of the element 2!, is a conducting strip 22, which 
is-preferably ?xed to and registers with, but is 
insulated from, the strip 23, and which at a suit 
able location within its length carries a cone-> 
shaped or beveled contact-button 23 for shifting 
engagement, when the tray E is shifted or pro 
jected forwardly, with a rigid post 24 ?xed in and 
upstanding from the‘ shell bottom wall 4 ‘and 
adapted for electrical connection as by means of 
a conductor 25 with a battery or other source of 
current supply, not shown, for both closing the 
circuit to and energizing the element 2! and 
yieldingly shifting the same laterally into lighting 
engagement with an end of the particular ciga 
rette c presented in and by the projected tray E. 

‘ Accordingly, in use and operation, the shell A 
may be very conveniently attached and mounted, 
as by means of a suitable bracket H, upon the 
steering post or column of the automobile, when 
the strip 20 will be suitably grounded on the auto 
mobile, as will be well understood. 
The cigarettes C tov be dispensed are disposed 

in a suitable quantity upon the tray E and within 
the shell A, the tray E being in normal or re 
tracted position, as in Figures 2-and 4, and the 
tray front wall portion [4 and intermediate 
?nger-grip F providing a complete, closure for the 
shell mouth I)‘. And when the tray E is in such 
normal or retracted-position,- the lighting element 
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2| is presented in the wall-opening c with the 
circuit broken, button 23 being out of electrical 
engagement with the post 24, as shown in Figure 
2. 
Now, to obtain a housed cigarette C, the tray E 

is pulled or projected forwardly through ?nger 
engagement with the grip F and the tray E there 
by pulled forwardly into projected position or into 
the position thereof shown in Figures 3 and 5. 
The tray E thus forms, in substance, a movable 
bottom wall for the shell A, and in such move 
ment of the tray E, the one cigarette c, the mouth 
b being opened on such movement of the tray E, 
moves with the tray E forwardly out of the shell 
A and in accessible position for convenient grip 
ping in the space‘ or recess 1‘ now provided as the 
grip F is released and swings to the depending 
position thereof shown in Figure 5. 
In such movement of the tray E, the lighting 

means D is also pulled forwardly and button 23 
engaged with the post 24. Under such engage 
ment, the circuit to the lighting element 2| is 
closed and element 2[ energized and, at the same 
time, through the cam connection between but 
ton 23 and post 24, the lighting element 2| is 
yieldingly shifted laterally and into lighting en 
gagement with the contiguous end of the cigarette 
0 so presented in the tray E. 

Further, in such movement, the detents I8 are 
shifted into the depressions I ‘I of the strips G and: 
the free ends of the strips G then presented up 
wardly into the shell A through the openings i 
provided for the purpose and the remaining 
cigarettes C prevented from moving outwardly 
through the now open mouth I). 
The one cigarette 0 having been thus lighted 

and removed from the tray E, the tray E is re 
turned to normal or retracted position. In such 
returning movement, the ?nger-grip F assumes 
its normal mouth-closing position in association 
with the lips or front-wall-portions I4, button 23 
is shifted out of engagement with the post 24, the 
circuit to the element 2| being broken and ele 
ment 2| tie-energized, and the lighting means D 
yieldingly returned to normal housed position 
within the chamber Hl. Further, in such return 
ing movement of the tray E, the detents l8 en 
gage with the strips G and thereby yieldingly shift 
the free ends thereof out of the openings 1' so as 
to permit free rolling movement of the cigarettes 
C with respect to the tray E for subsequent suc 
cessive removal one by one from the shell A, it 
being, of course, understood that the shiftable 
movements of the tray E are limited by engage 
ment of the tongues l3 with the opposite ends of 
the ways ‘I. 
Preferably the tray-wall l 2 is punched and up 

set, as at 26, 26, adjacent the front wall portions 
I4 for smoothly engaging the cylindrical ciga 
rette c, as best seen in Figures 4 and 5. 
The structure ful?lls in every respect the ob 

jects stated, and it is to be understood‘ that 
changes and modi?cations in the form, construc 
tion, arrangement, and combination of the several 
parts of the structure may be made and substi 
tuted for those herein shown and described with 
out departing from the nature and principle of 
my invention. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 
1. A cigarette container and dispenser com 

prising a shell having a front wall, a rear wall,. 
and opposite side walls, the front Wall having a 
mouth-opening and the side walls'being out 
wardly recessed and thereby provided with nar 
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§allel ways sloping ‘downwardly to said opening, 
and means including a tray adapted for re 
ciprocation relatively to the shell for dispensing 
the contained cigarettes successively one by one 
through said mouth-opening, said tray' having 
tongues working in said Ways and comprising a 
bottom wall normally underlying and providing a 
longitudinally movable support for the cigarettes 
contained within the shell, said tray bottom wall 
shifting under and relatively to the contained 
cigarettes in and during tray reciprocations rela 
tively to the shell. 

2. A cigarette‘ container and dispenser‘com 
prising a shell having a front wall, a rear wall, 
and opposite side walls, the latter having regis 
tering ways sloping downwardly toward the‘front 
wall and the front wall having a mouth-opening, 
and means including a tray adapted for recipro 
cation relatively to the shell for dispensing the 
contained cigarettes successively through said 
mouth-opening, the tray comprising a bottom 
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wall normallyunderlying and providing a longi- ‘ 
tudinally movable support for the cigarettes con~ 
tained within the shell and provided with a rigid 
upstanding front wall portion disposed in flush~ 
wise registration with the shell front wall when 
the tray is in normal retracted position, said tray 
bottom wall shifting under and relatively to the 
contained cigarettes in and during tray recipro 
cations relatively to the shell. 

3. A cigarette container and dispenser com 
prising a shell having a front wall, a rear wall, 
and opposite side walls, the front wall having a 
mouth-opening, and means including a tray 
adapted for reciprocation relatively to, the shell 
for dispensing the contained cigarettes succes 
sively through said mouth-opening, the tray com~ 
prising a bottom wall normally underlying the 
cigarettes contained within the shell and rigid 
lips upstanding from the front margin of said 
bottom wall and disposed in ?ushwise registration 
with the shell front wall for partially closing said 
mouth-opening when the tray is in retracted 
position. 

4. A cigarette container and dispenser com 
prising a shell having a front wall, a rear Wall 
and opposite side walls, the front wall having a 
mouth-opening, means including a tray having 
connection with the shell for reciprocation for 
dispensing the contained cigarettes successively 
through said mouth-opening, the tray comprising 
a bottom wall normally underlying the cigarettes 
contained within the shell and spaced rigid lips 
upstanding from the front margin of said bottom 
wall and disposed in flushwise registration with 
the shell front wall for partially closing said 
opening when the tray is in retracted position, 
and a ?nger-grip hinged on the tray for move 
ment intermediate the lips for completing the 
closure of said opening when the tray is in re 
tracted position and providing a space for con 
venient ?nger engagement with a dispensed ciga 
rette when the tray is in forwardly projected 
position. 

5. A cigarette container and dispenser com 
prising a shell having a front wall, a rear wall, 
and opposite side walls, the front wall having a 
mouth-opening, a cigarette dispensing tray hav 
ing connection with the shell for reciprocation 
through said opening, members on the tray for 
closure of said opening when the tray is in normal 

I ‘retracted position, the tray including an aper 
\ tured bottom wall, and yielding members ?xed 
‘on the shell for yielding movement partially into 
and through said apertures for preventing re 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

‘moval of contained cigarettes through said open 
ing'when the tray is in forwardly projected posi 
tion. ' - ‘ i 

6. A cigarette container and dispenser com 
prising a shell having a front wall, a rear wall, 
and opposite side walls, the front wall-having a 
mouth-opening, a cigarette dispensing tray having 
connection with the shell for reciprocation through 
said opening, members on the tray for closure of 
said opening when the tray is in normal‘retracted 
position, the tray including an apertured bottom 
wall, yielding strips ?xed at an end to and upon 
the shell for yielding movement of their respec 
tive free ends into and through said apertures for 
preventing removal of contained cigarettes 
through said opening when-the tray is in for 
wardly projected position, and detents on the 
tray for depressing the free ends of said strips 
from said apertures when and as the tray is 
returned to and in normal retracted position. 

7. A combination cigarette container, lighter, 
and dispenser including a shell comprising a front 
wall, a rear wall, and opposite side walls, cham 
ber-forming partitions ?xed within the con?nes 
of said walls, one of said partitions having an 
opening and said front wall having a mouth-open 
ing, means comprising a tray engaged with the 
shell for reciprocation for dispensing the con 
tained cigarettes successively through said open 
ing and then supporting the same for gripping, 
a lighting element mounted shiftably on and 
movable relatively to the shell with the tray, said 
element being normally housed within the cham 
ber provided by said partitions with an end por 
tion thereof presented in said opening, and means 
for shifting said element laterally for lighting 
engagement with the respective cigarettes when 
supported by the tray for gripping. 

8. A combination cigarette container, lighter, 
and dispenser including a shell comprising a 
front wall, a rear wall, and opposite side walls, 
said front wall having a mouth-opening, means 
comprising a tray engaged with the shell for re 
ciprocation for dispensing the contained cig 
arettes successively through said opening and 
then supporting the same for gripping, a yielding 
conducting strip mounted on and movable rela 
tively to the shell with‘ the tray, a lighting ele 
ment carried by and electrically connected to said 
strip, a rigid member on the shell, and means 
on the strip for engaging the rigid member on 
movement of the tray for shifting said element 
laterally for lighting engagement with the re 
spective cigarettes when supported by the tray 
for gripping. 

9. A combination cigarette container, lighter, 
and dispenser including a shell comprising a 
front wall, a rear wall, and opposite side walls, 
said front wall having a mouth-opening, means 
comprising a tray engaged with the shell for re 
ciprocation for dispensing the contained ciga 
rett'es successively through said opening and 
then supporting the same for gripping a yield 
ing conducting strip mounted on and movable 
relatively to the shell with the tray, a lighting 
element carried by and electrically connected to 
said strip, a rigid memebr on the shell, and a 
cone-shaped button on the strip for camwise en 
gagement with the rigid member on movement 
of the tray for shifting said element laterally for 
lighting engagement with the respective‘ ciga 
rettes when supported by the tray for gripping. 

10. A combination cigarette container, lighter, 
and dispenser including a shell comprising a 
front wall, a rear wall, and ‘opposite side walls, 
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said front Wall having a mouth-opening, means 
comprising a tray engaged with the shell for're 
ciprocation for dispensing the contained ciga 
rettes successively through said opening and then 
supporting the same for-gripping, a yielding con 
ducting strip mounted at an end on and bodily 
movable relatively to the shell with the tray, the 
strip being adapted for inclusion in one side of 
an electric circuit, a lighting element carried by, 
and on the free end of, the strip and having elec 
trical connection therewith, a rigid vbinding post 

on the shell for inclusion in the other side of 
said circuit, and a cone-shaped button mounted 
on, and insulated from, the strip and having elec 
trical connection with the element, said button 
being adapted, on projecting movement of the 
tray, for camwise engagement with the post for 
both closing said circuit for energizing the ele 
ment and shifting the element laterally for light 
ing engagement with the respective cigarettes 

10 when supported by the tray for gripping. 
RICHARD MAYER. 


