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This invention relates to a color exhibiting de 
vice, and its principal object aims to provide an 
improved device of this kind with which different 
colors for the walls and ceiling of a room can 
be displayed in such a manner that the colors 
are represented as having been applied to such 
walls and ceiling and are also represented in as 
sociation with furniture, drapes, or other fur 
nishings which might be used in the room. 
Another object of my invention is to provide an 

improved device of this kind in which a trans 
parent section having room outlines and fur 
nishings represented thereon in opaque mate 
rials overlies a sheet on which color cards may 
be interchangeably arranged for association with 
the different room portions and furnishings, and, 
in which means is provided for locating and 
arranging the color cards with respect to such 
room portions and furnishings and for indicat 
ing the sequence in which the color cards are to 
be arranged. 

Still another object of my invention is to pro 
vide an improved color exhibiting device of this 
character in which the opaque representations of 
the room portions and furnishings on the trans 
parent sheet will overlie and conceal the meet 
the portions of the adjacent color cards. 
The invention maybe further brie?y sum 

marized as consisting in certain novel combina 
tions and arrangement of parts hereinafter. de 
scribed and particularly set out in the appended 
claims. ' y 

In the accompanying sheets of drawings: 
Fig. l is a plan view showing a color exhibiting 

device of my invention; 
Fig. 2 is a plan view of the device showing the 

same opened and with the color cards in place; 
Fig. 3 is a, partial plan view of the lower sheet 

or back of the device showing the same with the 
color cards removed therefrom; 

Fig. 4 is a detached perspective view of one of 
the color cards; and 

Fig. 5 is a partial sectional view taken on line 
5-5 of Fig. 2. 
In the embodiment of the invention illustrated 

in the drawings I show my color exhibiting de 
vice as comprising a pair of sheets l0 and II 
provided respectively with a transparent or par 
tially transparent section or area l2 and a group 
or arrangement of color cards l3. The sheets Ill 
and H are adapted to be arranged in superposed 
relation so that the transparent section I! will 
overlie the group of color cards. The sheets 
may be separate sheets of relatively stiff mate 
rial such as cardboard or the like, or preferably 
as shown in this instance, may be sheets of such 
material connected together along a common 
edge I‘ to provide a folder of which the sheet 
“I forms the front and the sheet H forms the 
back. When the sheets are brought into super 
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posed relation, as by closing the folder, and the 
transparent section I! overlies the group of 
color cards l3, portions of the cards will be vis 
ible through the transparent section and, as will 
be explained more in detail hereinafter, the walls, 
articles or furnishings represented on the trans 

. parent section will realistically appear to be of 
the color of the color cards located thereunder. 
As shown in Fig. l, the transparent section 

P2 of the upper sheet “I may have a picture of a 
room represented thereon by means of outlines 
or areas l5 printed or drawn in substantially 
opaque coating material so as to outline or 
represent portions of the ?oor, walls, and ceil 
ing of a room viewed in perspective with one or 
more of the surfaces thereof being represented 
as lying in a plane or planes oblique to the plane 
of the picture. The transparent section l2 may 
also have various room furnishings or furniture 
printed or drawn thereon in perspective with 
substantially opaque coating material and 
arranged to appear as furnishings or furniture 
being used in the room “which is represented. 
In the room which is represented in the exhib 

iting device illustrated in Fig. 1, all the visible 
areas of the wall portions H and the floor and 
ceiling portions 88 and IQ for which colors are 
to be selected are left transparent, and the repre 
sentations of the border or molding I511, the pic 
ture 20 and the window blinds 2!, which are also 
printed or drawn in opaque coating material. 
The furnishings and furniture represented in‘the 
room will depend upon the particular kind of 
room being illustrated; in this instance the room 
represented is a dining room, and the furnish 
ings may include a table 22, chairs 23 and win 
dow drapes 24. These furnishings may be drawn 

' or printed more or less solidly in opaque mate 
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rials, but preferably such articles or portions 
thereof as might suitably be ?nished in mate 
rials and/or colors selected to conform to the 
color scheme for the room as a whole are left 
transparent. In the case of the chairs 23, the 
legs and framework, for example, may be repre 
sented in opaque coating material, and the sec 
tions 26 representing the upholstered chair seats 
may be left transparent. The arrangement of 
the coated and uncoated areas is best illustrated 
in Fig. 2. 
The coating material used to outline or repre 

sent the room portions and room furnishings may 
be in various colors corresponding with or more 
naturally representing, such room portions and 
furnishings; for example, the border section I511 
and the window blinds 2| may be represented on 
the transparent area with opaque white coating 
material outlined or supplemented by lines drawn 
or printed in black or some other desired color, 
and the solid portions of the areas representing 
the table and ‘chairs may be in opaque brown 



2 
or other colors corresponding appropriately with 
the colors usually found in furniture and may 
also be outlined or supplemented by lines drawn 
or printed in black. The coating materials may 
be applied to either side of the transparent sec 
tion l2 but are preferably applied to the back 
or under side thereof. Shading or lighting ef 
fects, giving the furniture or furnishings a more 
realistic appearance, may be produced by apply 
ing one coating material over another so that 
portions of the second coating will show through 
at the desired points of the ?rst coating. 
The color cards l3 may comprise a number 

of relatively small individual cards, each repre 
senting or exhibiting a different color or shade. 
As here shown, the cards may be rectangular 
and may ‘all be of the same size and shape so 
that they can be conveniently handled and can 
be readily accommodated in a/suitable ?le from 
which they can be selected as desired. When the 
color cards have been appropriately arranged on 
the lower sheet or back ll , the sheet I0 is folded 
or laid thereover so that portions of the color 
cards will be visible through the remaining clear 
or transparent portions of the section II, and the 
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. cards, the locating means provided on the sheet 

I I may also include instructions or indications 29 
identifying the individual cards with respect to 
the room portions or furnishings to which they 
are to supply their colors. These instructions or 
indications 29 may consist in an identifying word 
or expression such as the words “floor," “chair 
covering,” “drapes,” or the like, and may also 
include sequence designations such as “?rst," 
“second," “third," etc. The color cards may be 
connected with the sheet II by providing the 
sheet with slits or openings 30 into which comer 
portions of the cards may be inserted for holding 
the cards in position on the sheet. .As indicated 
in Fig. 4 of the drawings, the color cards may 
have one or more perforations adjacent one end 
thereof. These perforations enable the color 

I cards to be retained in a suitable ?ling device. 
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25 
cards will provide the different colors desired for . 
the room portions and furnishings, and the de 
vice, as seen in Fig. 1, will exhibit the different 
colors in a very realistic manner. 
There are ?ve color cards in the exhibiting 

device shown in this instance but a larger or 
smaller number of cards could be used. These 
cards may include a. card I311, which in this m 
stance is red or rose-colored and supplies the 
c-l-lor for the ?oor l8 and gives the appearance 
of a correspondingly colored carpet or covering 
on the ?oor. The color card 13b, which may be 
of a brown color, will supply the color for the 
chair coverings 26. The card 130, which is here 
represented as being blue, supplies the color for 
the window drapes 24. The card I311, which is 
represented as being green, will supply the color 
for the wall portions [1. The color for the cell 
ing portion [9 is supplied by the color card l3e, 
which in this instance is represented as being 
yellow. ' 

It is important that the color cards I3 be prop 
erly arranged or located on the lower sheet or 
back H so that only the desired or needed por 
tions of the color-cards will be visible through ~ 
the transparent portions of the section I2 and 
the unused portions will be covered and concealed 
either by the cards themselves or by the opaque 
portions. It is also important that the arrange 
ment of the cards be such that the meeting or 
adjoining portions of adjacent cards lie under 
‘the opaque lines or designations of the section 
I2 and be concealed thereby. To this end I pro 
vide the sheet II with means for arranging or 
locating the color cards in proper position there 
on and for placing the color cards thereon in 
proper sequence so that unused portions of cer 
tain cards may underlie and be concealed by por 
tions of other cards as mentioned above. As 
shown in Fig. 3, this locating means may in 
clude outlines 28 printed on the sheet II to cor 
respond substantially in size and shape with the 
color cards. The outlines 28 are printed on the 
sheet II’ in the same arrangement as that which 
the color cards are to have in the finished group, 
and those portions of the printed outlines which 
represent underlying portions of the color cards 
are printed in dotted or broken lines as repre 
sented at 28a. 
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When the display device is being prepared for 
use, a set of color cards is selected to provide the 
colors desired for the different room portions and 
furnishings, and these cards are then arranged 
on the sheet or back II by following the indi 
cations or designations appearing on such sheet. 
The cards selected for the furniture or furnish 
ings may be those which correspond with the ac 
tual colors of existing furniture or furnishings 
and the cards for the floor, walls and ceiling may 
represent arbitrary colors being investigated for 
use with such furniture or furnishings. In keep 
ing with the indications or designations of the 
sheet II, the card l3a for the?oor or ?oor cov 
ering would be applied ?rst; and the cards cor 
responding with the chair coverings, drapes, 
walls, and ceiling would be applied in succession 
in the order named. The color cards can be 
rearranged as desired on the sheet II, or other 
color cards can be substituted until the desired 
color combinations have been selected. 
From the foregoing description and the accom 

. panying drawings it will now be readily under 
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stood that I have provided an improved color ex 
hibiting device with which diiferent colors can 
be readily exhibited and compared in a relative 
arrangement corresponding with that which 
would actually exist if the colors were used in 
‘a room and with furniture or room furnishings. 
While I have illustrated and described my im 
proved color exhibiting device in more or less de 
tail, it will be understood. of course, that my in 
vention is not to be regarded as limited to the 
‘particular details and arrangement herein dis 
closed, but includes such modi?cations and vari 
ations as come within the scope of the appended 
claims. 
Having thus described my invention,‘ I claim: 
1. A device for exhibiting a picture of a room 

in a plurality of selected surface ?nishes, said de 
vice‘ comprising a front sheet and a back sheet 
adapted to be brought into superposed relation, 
said front sheet having a transparent section upon 
which the room is depicted in perspective with 
substantially opaque coating material, said coat 
ing material being applied so as to leave substan 
tially entirely uncoated the visible areas of sur 
faces for which surface ?nishes are to be selected, 
at least one of said surfaces being represented as 
lying in a plane oblique to the plane of the picture, 
and a plurality of card holding means on said 
back sheet for interchangeably positioning there 
on in predetermined sequence and partially over 
lapping relation a plurality of selected cards hav 
ing different surface appearances, said card hold 
.ing means being located with respect to the un 

. In addition to the Outlines 28 for the color 75 coated areas and adjacent coated areas so that, 
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when the selected cards are held and positioned 
by said‘ card holding means and said front sheet 
is superposed on said back sheet, said selected 
cards are visible throughout, but only through, 
the transparent areas for which they are respec 
tively selected. ' ' . 

2. A device for exhibiting a picture of a room 
in a plurality of selected surface ?nishes, said de 
vice comprising a front sheet and a back sheet 
adapted to be brought into superposed relation, 
said front sheet having a transparent section 
upon which the room is‘depicted in perspective 
with substantially opaque coating material, said 

. coating material being applied so as‘ to leave sub 
stantially entirely uncoated the visible areas of 
surfaces for which surface ?nishes are to be se 
lected, at least one of said surfaces being repre 
sented as'lying in a plane oblique to the plane 
of the picture, and a plurality of card holding 
means on said back sheet for interchangeably 
positioning thereon in predetermined sequence 
and partially overlapping relation a plurality of 
selected cards having differing surface appear 
ances, said card holding means being located with 
respect to the uncoated areas and adjacent coat 
ed areas so that, when the selected cards are held 
and positioned by said card holding means and 
said front sheet is superposed on‘said back sheet, 
all lines of demarcation between the ?nishes of 
the selected cards are concealed by overlying 
opaque coating material and the selected cards 
are visible throughout, but only through, the 
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transparent areas for which they are respectively , 
selected. 

3. A device for exhibiting a picture of a room 
and its furnishings in a plurality of selected sur 
face ?nishes, said device comprising a front sheet 

85 

and a back sheet adapted to be brought into super- _ 
posed relation, said front sheet having a trans 
parent section upon which the room and furnish 
ings are depicted in perspective with substantially 
opaque coating material, said coating material be 
ing applied so as to leave substantially entirely 
uncoated the visible areas of surfaces for which 
surface ?nishes are to be selected, at least one 
of said surfaces being represented as lying in a 
plane oblique to the plane" of the picture, and a 
plurality of card holding means on said back 
sheet for interchangeably positioning thereon in 
predetermined sequence and partially overlapping , 
relation a plurality of selected cards having dif 
fering surface appearances, said card holding 
means being located with respect to the uncoated 
areas and adjacent coated areas so that, when 
the selected cards are held and positioned by 
said card holding means and said front sheet is 
superposed on said back sheet, said selected cards 
are visible throughout, but only through, the 
transparent areas for which they are respectively 
selected. 

4. A device for exhibiting a picture of a room 
and its furnishings in a plurality of selected sur-'\ 
face ?nishes, said device comprising a front sheet. 
and a back sheet adapted to be brought into su 
perposed relation, said front sheet having a trans 

, parent section upon which the room and furnish 
ings are depicted in perspective with substantially 
opaque coating material, said coating material 
being applied so as to leave substantially entirely 
uncoated the visible areas of surfaces for which 
surface finishes are to be selected, at least one 
of said ?nishes being represented as lying in a 
plane oblique to the plane of the picture, and a 
plurality of card holding means on said back 
sheet for interchangeably positioning thereon in 
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predetermined sequence and partially overlapping 
relation a plurality of selected cards having dif 
fering surface appearances, said card holding 
means being located with respect to the uncoated 

. areas and adjacent coated areas so that, when 
the selected cards are held'and positioned by 
said card holding means and said front sheet is 
superposed on said back sheet, all lines of de 
marcation between the ?nishes of the selected 
cards are concealed by overlying opaque coating 
material and the selected cards are visible. 
throughout, but only through, the transparent 
areas for which they are respectively selected. 

5. A device for exhibitinga picture of a room 
in a plurality of selected surface ?nishes, said 
device comprising 'a front sheet and a back sheet, 
adapted to bebrought into superposed relation, ' 
said front sheet having a transparent section 
upon which the room is depicted in perspective 
with substantially opaque coating material, said 
coating material being applied so as to leave sub 
stantially entirely uncoated the visible areas of 
surfaces for which surface ?nishes are to be se 
lected, at least one of saidsurfaces being repre 
sented as lying in a plane oblique to the plane of 
the picture, a supply of individual cards having 
differing surface appearances, and a plurality of 
card holding means on said back sheet for inter‘ 
changeably positioning thereon in predetermined , 7 
sequence and partially overlapping relation a plu 
rality of selectedv cards having differing surface 
appearances, said card holding means being lo 
cated with respect to the uncoated areas and'ad 
jacent coated areas so that, when the selected 
cards are held and positioned by said card holding 
means and said front sheet is superposed on said 
back sheet, said selected cards are visible through 
out, but only through, the transparent areas for 
which they are respectively selected. 

6. A device for exhibiting a picture of a room 
in a plurality of selected surface ?nishes, said de-' 
vice comprising a front sheet and a back sheet 
adapted to be brought into superposed relation, 
said front sheet having a transparent section 
upon which the room is depicted in perspective 
with substantially opaque coating material, said 
coating material being applied so as to leave sub 
stantially entirely uncoated the visible areas of 
surfaces for which surface ?nishes are to be se 
lected, at least \one of said surfaces being repre-é 
sented as lying in a plane oblique to the plane 
of the picture, a supply of individual cards hav 
ing differing surface appearances, a plurality of 
card holding means on said back sheet for inter 
ehangeably positioning thereon in predetermined 
sequence and partially overlapping relation a plu 
rality of selected cards having di?ering surface 
appearances, said card holding means being lo 
cated with respect to the uncoated areas and ad 
jacent coated areas so that, when the selected 
cards are held and positioned by said card hold 
ing means and said front sheet is superposedon 
said back sheet, all lines of demarcation between 
the ?nishes of the selected cards are concealed 
by overlying opaque‘coating material and the se 
lected cards are visible throughout, but only 
through, the transparent areas for which they 
are respectively selected, and indicia on said back 
sheet adjacent said card holding means for in 
dicating both the sequence in which the selected 
cards are to be applied and the portion of the 
room on which the surface ?nish of each of the 
selected cards will appear. 

ALBERT R. RAYMOND. 


