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This invention relates to baseball mitts and 
gloves. 
One object of the invention is to provide a 

mitt or glove, which, in addition to having an 
adjustable, built-in, ball-receiving pocket of the 
kind described in the pending application for 
patent of Elmer Nolte and Harry B. Latina, Se 
rial No. 331,924, ?led April 2'7, 1940, is constructed 
in a novel manner that greatly enhances or im 
proves the gripping or clamping action of the 
mitt on a caught ball. 
Another object is to provide a baseball mitt 

or glove in which the curved or segmental-shaped 
curb member at the heel of the mitt, is con 
structed in a novel manner that imparts great 
?exibility to the mitt and insures the palm por 
tion of same naturally assuming a cupped shape 
or form in the operation of catching a ball, even 
when the mitt is new. ‘ 
Another object is to provide a baseball mitt 

or glove which has incorporated in same, a palm 
pad made of cushion rubber, such as foam rub 
her, or sponge rubber, thereby making unneces 
sary the common practice among baseball play 
ers, of using an ordinary sponge positioned in the 
palm of the hand before inserting the hand into 
a conventional mitt, so as to provide extra pad 
ding for the mitt. 
And still another object of my invention is to 

provide a baseball mitt or glove in which the 
padding material is permanently anchored or 
connected, preferably by an adhesive, to a back 
ing or back piece formed from a piece of leather 
or other suitable ?exible sheet material. 
Figure 1 of the drawings is a perspective view 

of a baseball mitt constructed in accordance with 
my present invention. 

Figure 2 is a sectional view, illustrating the 
lacing that is used to adjust the curb member 
or variable heel portion, so as to change the 
depth, shape and/or size of the ball-receiving 
pocket, or to alter the location or position of 
said pocket. 
Figure 3 is a top plan view of the padding unit. 
Figure 4 is an end view or edge view of said 

padding unit. 
Figure 5 is a bottom plan view of the padding 

unit. 
Figure 6 is a sectional view, taken on the line 

6--6 of Figure 3. 
Figure '7 is a perspective view of the sponge 

rubber or foam rubber palm pad that is incor 
porated in the padding unit. 

Figure 8 illustrates the mitt positioned on the 
user’s hand. 
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Figure 9 is a plan view of the padding unit 
with the leather backing or back piece of said 
unit broken away so as to show the padding ma 
terial that is permanently attached to said back 
piece; and 
Figure 10 is a fragmentary view, illustrating 

a slight modi?cation of my invention. 7 
While I have illustrated my invention, em 

bodied in a catcher’s mitt, I wish it to be under 
stood that the invention is applicable to ?ngered 
baseball gloves, such as fielders’ gloves and ?rst 
basemen’s gloves. In Figure l of the drawings 
A designates the palm portion of the mitt, and 
B designates as an entirety, an adjustable curb 
member or variable heel portion of the kind re 
ferred to in said Nolte and Latina application, 
that constitutes a relatively deep retaining wall 
for a built-in, ball-receiving pocket, and l desig 
nates a leather shell that forms the wear-resist 
ing surface of the portions Aland B of the mitt. 
In baseball mitts of conventional construction, 
the padding of the mitt comprises a substantially 
flat base piece of the approximate shape or out 
line of the mitt, usually formed from relatively 
thick or heavy felt, and having a curved or seg 
mental-shaped pad attached to the marginal 
edge of same, said curved or segmental-shaped 
pad being continuous and extending unbrokenly 
across the inner end or heel end of the palm por 
tion of the mitt. Due to the fact that said curved 
pad is relatively thick and wide and extends 
transversely across the heel end of the palm por 
tion, it retards the natural tendency of said palm 
to fold, double or close around a ball that is 
caught in the mitt. 
My improved mitt is distinguished from the 

conventional baseball mitt, principally in that 
the curved or segmental-shaped pad above re 
ferred to, is divided or separated, usually at a 
point in approximately longitudinal alignment 
with the crotch ‘C of the mitt, thereby producing 
a mitt whose palm portion has a natural ten 
dency to fold, double or close around‘ a caught 
ball. It is also distinguished from the conven 
tional mitt, in that one or both sections of said 
divided, curved or segmental-shaped pad are 
combined with adjustable lacings or similar de 
vices, so as to produce a variable curb member 
or members that can be manipulated or adjusted 
to vary the depth, shape, dimensions and/or 
location of a built-in ball-receiving pocket. It is 
further distinguished from the conventional base 
ball mitt, in that the padding material is perma 
nently combined with a leather back piece, so as 
to produce a complete padding unit that has a 
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palm pad of cushion rubber, incorporated in 
same. 

As shown in Figures 3 and 4 and 5, the padding 
unit of my improved mitt comprises a base piece 
D, cut to the approximate shape or outline de 
sired for the ?nished mitt, and two segmental 
shaped or curved pads D’ and D2 attached to 
the peripheral edge portion of said base piece D 
and separated from each other by a gap or space 
0:, as shown in Figures 3 and 4. Usually, the base 
piece D and the curved pads D’ and D2 superim 
posed thereon, will be formed from pieces of 
relatively thick or heavy felt, the curved pads 
being attached to the base piece by stitches 2 
looped over the curved pads’ andv inserted in the 
base piece. The location of the gap as may vary 
somewhat, but usually said gap will be disposed 
at the heel end of the mitt in approximately 
longitudinal alignment with the crotch C of the 
mitt. 
between the pads D’ and D2 at the heel end 
of the palm portion, produces a ?exible mitt that 
has a natural tendency to fold or hinge along 
a line extending approximately from the crotch 
of the mitt to a point near the user’s wrist, as 1, 
shown in Figure 8, when the mitt is functioning 
to catch and retain a ball. In order that the 
mitt will have the desirable features and char 
acteristics of the ?ngered baseball glove dis 
closed in the N olte andLatina application, previ- .' 
ously referred to, one or more adjustable lacings 
are provided for adjusting one or both of the 
curved pads D’ and D2. In the form of my 
invention shown in Figure l the adjustable curb 
portion B of the mitt is- formed by the curved 1- 
pad‘ D’, av casing for said pad formed by the 
piece of leather or other suitable material that 
constitutes the front side of the mitt, and a 
lacing 3' engaged with the opposed side parts of 
said casing, said lacing being adapted to be 
manipulated by tightening or loosening the same, 
so as to’ change the cross-sectional shape and/or 
dimensions of said pad, or to change the curva 
ture or longitudinal shape of said pad to shift 
or alter the location of the ball-receiving pocket 
of the mitt. The lacing 3 passes’ through eye 
lets or holes in the leather shell I of the glove, 
disposed so‘ that the lacing 31 can be positioned 
between the base piece D and the segmental pad 
D’ of the padding unit andlaced back and forth, 
as shown in Figure 2’, through the eyelets or 
holes in the opposed side parts of the portion of 
the shell that serves as a casing for the curbv 
D’, thereby producing a relatively sharp'angle or 
corner in the shell I of the glove at the junction 
of the palm portion A and the curb portion B. 
Usually, it will» be sufficient to provide a lacing 
for only the segmental pad of curb member D’, 
as the combination of such a pad and lacing pro 
duces a’ mitt having a well de?ned’, built-in, ball 
receiving pocket that is easy to adjust or vary, 
so’ as to adapt the mitt to the particular user. 
If desired, however, the other curved pad or 
curved member D2 located on the other side of 
the gap an in the padding element, may be pro 
vided with a lacing 38‘, as shown in Figure 10, 
that can be manipulated or adjusted so as to 
change the cross-sectional shape and/or dimen 
sions of the auxiliary curb member and also pro 
duce a corner or angle in the shell I of the glove 
at the junction of the base piece D and the pad D2 
of the padding element, thereby producing a 
ball receiving pocket, having a relatively high or 

This particular arrangement of the gap 4 
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deep curb portion that extends-around the major 7 
portion of the pocket. 

2,288,467 
One feature of my improved baseball mitt or 

glove that adds greatly to its commercial utility 
and overcomes the common practice among ball 
players of placing an ordinary sponge in the palm 
of the hand before positioning the mitt or glove 
on the hand, is that it is provided with a palm 
pad E (see Figure 7) made of cushion rubber, 
such as sponge rubber or foam rubber. This 
palm pad E is built into the glove so that it 
forms an integral part thereof, and as it per 
forms practically the same function as an ordi 
nary sponge positioned in the palm of the user’s 
hand, it greatly simpli?es the operation of using 
the- mitt. or glove. Preferably, the rubber palm 
pad E' is set in a depression or recess in the rear 
side or underside of the base piece D of the pad 
ding unit, as shown in Figures 3, 5 and 6, and 
is secured in position preferably by an adhesive. 
Said rubber palm pad E may be of any preferred 
shape and size, but I prefer to proportion it so 
that it extends over substantially the entire area 
of that part of the padding of the mitt which 
serves as a back stop for a caught ball. It may 
correspond in shape to the general outline or 
shape of the curb or‘ raised portion of the pad 
ding element formed by the two segmental 
shaped pads D’ and D2. 
Another detail of construction that I prefer to 

embody in my improved mitt or glove is a back 
piece or backing made of a piece of leather or 
other relatively ?exible material it permanently 
attached‘ to the base piece D of the padding unit 
and projecting laterally beyond the peripheral 
edge of said base piece, as shown in Figure 9. 
Eyelets or openings 5 in the laterally-projecting 
peripheral portion of the backing ll‘ are‘ adapted 
to receive a lacing 5 (shown in Figure 1) that 
passes through holes or eyelets in the leather 
shell I that constitutes the‘ front side of the 
mitt. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent is: 

1. A baseball mitt or glove provided with a ball 
" receiving pocket that comprises a padded, curb 

like portion built into'the' mitt at the heel end of 
the pocket and located on the underside of the 
piece of material that constitutes the front side 
of the mitt, said curb-like portion having a gap, 
space or joint intermediate its ends so as to im— 
part greater ?exibility to the mitt, and means for 
enabling the user to change the cross-sectional 
shape of at least one section of said curb-like 
portion so as to vary the shape, dimensions or lo 
cation of the ball-receiving pocket. 

2'. A baseball mitt or glove provided with a 
shell of leather or other suitable material that 
forms the front side of the mitt, a padding com 
prising a base piece to which a substantially deep 
or thick, curved pad is attached so as to form a 
curbelike'pcrtion at the heel end of the palm por 
tion of' the glove, said curved pad having a gap 
or joint formed in same intermediate its ends, 
and an adjustable lacing for drawing the shell 
into the corner formed by the junction of said 
base pad and at least one section of said curved 
pad. 

3. A baseball mitt or glove whose palm portion 
comprises padding formed by a relatively thick 
piece of felt, and a piece of cushion or sponge 
rubber set in a depression or recess on: the back 
or underside of said piece of, felt and secured-to 
same, so as to constitute a‘sponge-like palm pad, 

4. A baseball mitt or glove provided with a 
padding unit composed of a back piece of leather 
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or other suitable ?exible material, a base piece 
of padding material of substantial thickness se 
cured to said back piece, a substantially seg 
mental-shaped or curved pad attached to said 
base piece at the peripheral edge of same, and a 
palm pad of sponge rubber or foam rubber, in 
terposed between said leather backing and base 
piece and secured in a recess on the underside of 
said base piece. 

5. A baseball mitt or glove, comprising a shell 
of leather or the like that constitutes the front 
side of the mitt, a padding unit comprising a base 
piece of felt or the like conforming to the general 
shape or outline of the mitt, a segmental-shaped 
or curved pad attached to the peripheral edge 
portion of said base piece, said curved pad being 
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provided intermediate its ends with a gap or 
joint disposed in substantially longitudinal 
alignment with the crotch of the mitt, an ad 
justable lacing combined with at least one section 
of said curved pad for drawing the shell towards 
the corner formed by the junction of said base 
piece and curved pad section, a palm pad made 
of cushion rubber incorporated in said base piece, 
and a back piece of leather or the like secured by . 
an adhesive to the underside of said base piece 
and provided at its peripheral edge with eyelets 
or openings for receiving a lacing that is engaged 
with the peripheral portion of the shell of the 
mitt. 

HARRY B. LATINA. 


