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This invention relates to laced boots, and more 
particularly to ?eld boots to be provided with 
thick, strong lacings and with two series of lac 
ing clips arranged to maintain the bights of a 
lacing on the outer surface of a boot. The in 
vention is illustrated as providing improved ar 
rangements of lacing clips of the type set forth 
in a pending application Serial No. 332,754, ?led 
May 1, 1940, in the name of S. L. Gookin. 
Because of conditions under which such boots 

are worn and the arrangement of the lacings, 
the clips are subjected to stresses that tend to 
swing them around their points of anchorage, as 
when the components of pulling force of the 
lacing are not evenly balanced. 
Boots provided with such clips are intended to 

be worn over thick socks or stockings, but even 
if a boot is large enough to be worn over a sock 
of maximum thickness it should also be capable 
of being laced snugly against the foot when a 
sock of less thickness is worn. 
With these considerations in view, the present 

invention provides improved arrangements of lac 
ing clips and the fasteners by which they are 
secured to the quarters of a boot. A novel fea 
ture common to all the examples illustrated is 
that one end of each clip is inserted through an 
incision in at least one layer of the margin of a 
quarter. When the terminal portions of a clip 
are secured to the quarter a short distance from 
the corresponding incision the latter, being no 
longer than necessary to receive the intersecting 
portion of the clip, is effective to prevent the pull 
ing forces of a lacing from swinging the clip 
about its anchoring fastener. 

Referring to the drawing, 
Fig. l is a perspective view of a ski-boot pro 

vided with lacing clips according to the present 
invention; and 

Figs. 2, 3, and 4 are cross-sections of a margin 
of one of the quarters of such a boot exemplify 
ing alternative arrangements of a lacing clip and 
alternative arrangements of the fasteners by 
which they are secured to the quarter. _ " 

The boot represented in Fig. l is a typical ex 
ample of a ski-boot, the quarters of which have 
separable margins I2, I2 to be connected in edge 
to-edge relation by a lacing, the lower portion 
I3 of which is represented in dotted lines and 
the upper portion of which is omitted to avoid 
obscuring details of the boot. For the same 
reason, three pairs of lacing clips are omitted 
from this drawing of a boot. It is to be under 
stood that a complete lacing will have suf?cient 
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lacing clips and to be tied at the top of the boot. 
Each of the margins I2 is provided with a 

series of fastener-receiving holes I4 and a series 
of incisions I5, the purpose of the incisions be 
ing to receive portions of lacing clips, and that 
of the holes I4 being to receive fastenerssuch 
as eyelets or rivets, by which the lacing clips may 
be anchored to the quarters. 
The quarters are provided with lacing clips the 

same as those constituting the subject-matter 
of the above-mentioned pending application Se 
rial No. 332,754. Each of these clips consists of 
a strip of thin,.sheet metal having a bend form 
ing a U-shaped loop.I8,i and two ?at end portions - 
constituting a short terminal portion I6 and a 
long terminal portion Il. The terminal portions 
I6 and I1 extend in a common ‘directionfrom 
the ends of the arms ,ofthe loop I8 andrlie in 
confronting relation to each other. When these 
lacing clips are applied to the quarter margins 
I2, the loops I8 are arranged to form bridges on 
the outer surface of the boot where they will 
maintain bights of ‘the lacing I3 on the outer 
surface of the quarter margins. The terminal 
portions I6 and I‘! are provided with registering 
perforations to receive an anchoring fastener 
such as an eyelet. 

It is customary to make the quarters of boots 
of this type of two layers of leather. In Fig. 2 
the outer layer is indicated at 20 and the inner 
layer at 2|. In this example, the incisions I5 
are made only in the outer layer but the fastener 
receiving holes I4 extend through both layers. 
The lacing clip shown in this ?gure is applied 
by inserting the long terminal portion I'I through 
the incision I5 and‘ locating it between the lay 
ers 20 and 2|. Then, while the perforations in 
the terminal portions I6 and I‘! are in register 
with a fastener-receiving hole I4, an eyelet is 
inserted through both layers and both terminal 
portions and clenched. The pre-formed head or 
?ange 22 of the eyelet is placed against the in 
ner layer 2| and the entering end 23 of the bar 
rel is roll-clenched against the terminal portion 
I6 with pressure to clamp both layers 26 and ZI 
and both terminal portions I6 and H. The ter 
minal portion I6 then serves as a washer for the 
clenched end of the eyelet. 
The layers 20 and 2| are otherwise connected 

by two lines of stitches 24 and 25. 
procedure may be as follows to obtain the ar 
rangement shown in Fig. 2; ?rst, punch the in 
cisions I5 in the layer 28; assemble the layers 2 
and 2I and sew the stitches 24 and 25; punch the 

length to extend through a full complement of 55 holes I4 in both layers 26 and ZI while using 
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the incisions l5 and a suitable gage to locate the 
holes; insert the terminal portions ll through 
the incisions l5; and ?nally, insert and clench 
the anchoring fasteners. 
The arrangement shown in Fig. 3 permits 

punching the incisions l5 and the holes I 4 at 
the same time, permits anchoring the lacing clips 
to the outer layer 30 before the inner layer 3! is 
assembled therewith, and avoids inserting the an 
choring fasteners through the inner layer. 
Shorter fasteners may be used for this type of 
work, and, if preferred, the head 22 of an eyelet 
may be placed on the terminal portion IE to lo 
cate the clenched portion 23 of the eyelet where 
it will be concealed. The vterminal portion I‘! 
then serves as a washer for the clenched end 23. 
After the clips have been secured to the outer 

_ layer 30 the layers 30 and 3| may be assembled 
and connected by sewing the stitches 35 and an~ 
other row corresponding to the stitches 24. In 
Fig. 3 the separation of thelayer 3! from the 
other elements has no signi?cance except to af 
ford a clear view of the manner in which the 
clip is anchored. 

If the lacing clips are to .be applied as shown 
in Fig. 4 the layers 40 and 4| of the quarter mar 
gins may be connected by stitches 44 and 45 be 
fore the holes l4 and incisions I5 are punched, 
because these holes and incisions will be punched 
through both layers. The terminal portions ll 
of the clips will be inserted through the incisions. 
This places both layers between the terminal 
portions l6 and I‘! to be clamped thereby when 
the portion 23 of an eyelet is tightly clenched 
against one of the terminal portions while the 
head 22 is seated on the other terminal portion, 
as shown in Fig. 4. 
Although the three examples herein shown and 

described differ in minor respects, one feature 
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common to all is that the incisions l5 and the 
intersecting portions of the clips restrain the lat 
ter against swinging about the anchoring fasten 
ers. The supplemental security thus afforded 
to the clips is especially bene?cial to the two 
clips at the lower ends of the series when the 
lacing is being pulled toward the top of the boot, 
and to the two clips at the upper ends when the 
lacing is being tied across that pair. The loops 
l8 are provided with U-shaped revolute side mar 
gins that constitute beads. Portions of these 
formations abut the terminal portions I‘! and are 
therefore arranged to extend through the in 
cisions l5 and engage the ends of the latter 
without cutting or cha?ng the material inter 
sected by them. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent of the United States is: 

1. A boot upper comprising quarters having 
separable cooperative lacing margins and a series 
of incisions in ‘each of them, a plurality of sheet 
metal strips each having a U-shaped loop por 
tion extending through one of said incisions and 
engaging both ends thereof, and each having ?at 
confronting end portions lying against opposite 
faces of the upper back of the corresponding in 
cision, the loop portion of each strip being formed 
and arranged to provide a lacing bridge on the 
outer face of the upper, and clenched, fasteners 
each extending through both end portions of a 
strip and through the interposed portion of the 
upper. 

2. A boot upper as speci?ed in claim 1 compris 
ing plural layers of upper material in each of said 
lacing margins, and a row of stitches uniting the 
lacing edges of said layers, said incisions being 
located back of said row of stitches. 
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