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The present invention relates to a certain new 
and useful slip-cover for overstuffed upholstered 
furniture, and relates more particularly to sli-p 
covers made of relatively non-elastic or non 
stretchable woven textile fabric panels through 
out their exposed portions, but which will, never 
theless, ñt the furniture and be maintained` 
neatly -thereon notwithstanding slight variations 
in size of the furniture or notwithstanding 
shrinkage of the fabric. . "  

The present invention, while yalso useful for 
ready-made slip-covers for furniture such as 
chairs and the like, is also desirable in custom 
made or made-to-measure slip-covers. 
With _the above and other objects in view which 

will appear more fully from the following de 
scription, the present invention consists of a slip 
cover formed of relatively non-elastic and 
relatively non-stretchable firm woven panels 
throughout the exposed parts of the slip-cover, 
namely throughout the front panel of the back 
of the chair, throughout the arms, seat, sides and 
front of the chair, and having the sides and 
front panel of the back of the chair extend 
slightly over and beyond the rear periphery of 
the back of the chair, and there joined either 
permanently or part permanently and part de 
tach-ably to a rear elastic panel, which tends to 

» draw the peripheral edges rearwardly and thus 
tends to keep the entire non-elastic Woven fabric 
slip-cover under tension which is countered in a 
horizontal direction by the sides and front of the 
slip-cover which, together with the rear elastic 
panel, form a complete circle around the slip 
cover in a generally horizontal plane, and which 
is countered in a vertical plane lby bottom an 
chorage tabs concealed beneath the skirt of the 
slip-cover, thereby to maintain the slip-cover in 
a neat taut manner at all times with a minimum 
distortion or wrinkling and to permit the slip 
cover to ex-pand and contract or to “breathe” re 
sponsive to the pulling and relaxing influences 
upon thefront of the slip-cover when the Achair 
i_s,¿vinactua1 use, namely when the soft and yield 
ablef.portions of the upholstery are alternately 
compressed and permitted to relax. 
With the above and other objects in view, the 

present invention consists of other novel features 
and phases of construction all of which will ap 
pear more fully from the following detailed de 
scription and accompanying drawings. , 

In the accompanying drawings in which lik 
reference characters indicate like parts,V 
Figure 1 represents a perspective view of the 

rear and side of a slip-'cover embodying the pres 
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ent invention, shown as applied to an overstuifed 
upholstered arm-chair. , 

Figure 2 represents a bottom and rear per 
spective view of the same. 
, Figure 3 represents a fragmentary rear and 
side elevational view similar to that shown 
in Figure 1 but showing a somewhat modified 
form of construction. 
Figure 4 represents a front and side elevationalV ‘ 

view of the slip-cover embodying the 4present 
invention. 
Figure 5 represents a section on line 5-5 of 

Figure 4. , » 

_ Figure 6 represents a perspective view of the 
bottom ofthe cushion part of the slip--cover of 
the present invention. v 

Figure 7 represents a sectionl on line 1_1 of 
Figure 6. ' 

Figure `8 represents a fragmentary plan view 
of one elastic Vfabric structure suitable for the 
.rear tensioning and “breathing” panel of the 
slip-cover of the present invention, viewed from` v 
one surface thereof, but shown on a much en 
larged scale, namely, a scale of approximately 
ten or fourteen times actual size, and shown 
more or lessschematically insofar as the thread 
formations are shown as they would appear 4if - 
the rear panel were stretched out completely, in 
both directions, so as better to show the interlac 
ing of the relatively non-elastic textile body yarns 
and the covered-rubber elastic threads; the 
courses extending ̀ parallel to the greater dimen 
sion of this figure, and wales extending parallel 
to the smaller dimension of this figure. 
Figure 9 represents a plan view, similar to 

that shown in Figure 8, showing the other side ‘ 
of the fabric shown in Figure 8. l 
Figure 10 represents a fragmentary plan view 

of another elastic fabric structure, exemplifying 
a modified form of construction suitable for the 
rear tensioning and “breathing” panel of the 
slip-cover of the present invention, viewed from 
one surface thereof, but shown on a still further 
enlarged scale, wherein a relatively thin and 
smooth-surfaced textile thread or yarn, as for 
instance rayon or Nylon or mercerized cotton 
yarn or Celanese yarn, extends through the 
.fabric alongside the rubber thread therein, so as 
to act as a snubber and protective element in the 
rear panel. I , 1 

Figure 11 represents a fragmentary plan view 
of the fabric shown in Figure 10, but showing 
the other side thereof. 
According to the present invention the slip- . 

cover is composed of a series of joined non-elas 



. tic and non-stretchable woven textile fabric pan 
els including the front back panel 2l, the seat 
panel 2|', the side arm panels 22 which may ex 
tend over the arms 23 to form the outer side 
panels ~24 of the slip-cover, and a front panel 
25. These panels may be joined along the seam 
lines 26, 21, 2l, 26 and 36 and each of these 
panels may in turn lbe subdivided or made of 
two or more'separate pieces, seamed together, as " 
for instance by making the top part of the back 
of the slip-cover out of a separate panel 3|, 
seamed to the panel 26 along the seam line 32. 
The rear periphery of the side panels 24 and 

of the back panel 20 (or 3l) are extended slight 
ly around to the customarily concealed back of 
the furniture so that their marginal portions 
33. 34 and 35 are folded back of the furniture, 
where they are united along suitable lines 56, 59 
and 66 of sewn stitches to a concealed rear ten 
sioning and “breathing” panel 36 formed of an 
elastic and self-contracting, preferably rubber 
containing knitted or woven textile webbing, 
which may either be the same color as the ex 
posed woven body of the slip-cover or may be 
of a contrasting though harmonizing color. 
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Thus, while the main exposed woven body of  
the slip-cover may be of a figured pattern, the 
rear and more or less concealed tensioning and 
“breathing” panel 36 may be of more> or less 
the same color but without the figures or pattern 
effects of the body of the slip-cover. 

` kAlong a line preferably slightly above the bot 
tom horizontal edge 31 of the frame of the fur 
niture, a pleated or plain fabric skirt 6I or a 
fringed skirt ls sewn or otherwise secured to 
the sides 24 and to the front 25 of the slip-cover 
generally along the lines 38. The Woven fabric 
sides and front of the slip-cover are either folded 
under and continued beneath the lowermost hori 
zontal frame of the chair or sofa, in the form 
of the anchorage or tensioning tabs 39 and 40, 
or separate tensioning tabs 39 and 46 may be 
sewn to the lower marginal portions of the sides 
24 and front 25 of the slip-cover to extend be 
neath the furniture and provided with suitable 
tubular heme-4I through which a draw-string 
42 may be extended for pulling the tabs together 
and holding them together under more or less 
tension. A similar tab 43 may be sewn tothe 
bottom zone of the rear tensioning and "breath 
ing” panel 36, along a line 44 slightly above the 
bottom marginal edge 31 of the frame of the 
furniture. The anchorage tabs 36, 40 and 43 
may also be otherwise secured in piace, without 
the drawstring or similar flexible tensioning 
member, as for instance, by being tacked to the 
under-surface of the horizontal lbottom frame 
members of the chair or sofa. They may like 
wise be held in place by tensioning members 
extended across the juxtaposed tabs. Thus, for 
instance' one or two tensioning members may 
be detachably connected with the tabs-38, while 
other sets of tensioning members may be ex 
tended across or detachably or permanently se 
cured to the tabs 40 and 43. The rear tensioning 
and “'breathing" panel 36 may extend below the 
line 44 as illustrated in Figures> l, 2, 3, and 5, 
or it may extend merely to the juncture line 44. 
The lower edge 45 of the panel 36 may be further 
provided with _an elastic edging or hemming ma. 

2,280,171 
aioning and "breathing” panel 36 may be pro 
vided with detachable separable fastening means, 
such as the interlocking chain of slide-cam oper 
able links 46;._ which slide fastener may extend 
from the botwm to a suitable point near the 
ywidest portion "41 of the back of the chair, so 
as to permit the effective bottom dimension of 
the slip-cover across the back of the chair to 
be reduced to the minimum, so that when the 
opening shown in Figure 3 is closed by the clo 
sure of the slide fastener, the slip-cover will be 
uniformly tensioned in all horizontal planes. 
The cushion part 46 of the slip-cover, shown 

separately in Figures 6 and 7, also is preferably 
provided with inturned marginal portions 49 and 
50 extending from the corresponding sides 5I 
and 52 of the cushion part of the slip-cover, 
three of said inturned marginal portions being 
permanently and one of said inturned marginal 
portions being detachably secured to a concealed 
tensioning and “breathing’f panel 53 of a char 
acter similar to that of the panel 36. The de 
tachably-secured inturned marginal portion may 
be detachably secured by snap fasteners or but 
tons having complementary parts 54 and 55, so 
that after the cushion part of the slip-cover is 

' 1 pulled over the cushion 56, the panel 53' may 
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terial such as an elastic cord sewn thereto with , 
stretchable sewn stitches. 
One of the upright juncture lines between the 

rearwardly-turned marginal portions 33 and 34 
of the sides of the slip-cover >and the back ten 75 

be joined on all four sides to the body of the 
cushion cover which is made of non-elastic woven 
fabric similar to that of 'which the body part 
of the main slip-cover is made, so that the ul) 
per non-elastic woven panel 51 and the side pan 
els 5I and 52 will be constantly tensioned and 
so that any pressure placed on the cushion will 
not unduly compress the stuffing in the cushion 
but will permit the concealed elastic panel 53 
to expand responsive to any pressure from above. 
Two forms of elastic fabric suitable for the 

panels 36 and 53 are illustrated in Figures 8, 9, 
-10 and ll, it being understood that these are 
merely illustrative of typical fabrics suitable for 
these panels and no claim is made to the inter 
nal structure of these fabrics. 

'I'he elastic fabrics shown in Figures 8, 9, l0 
and l1 may be made either on a flat knitting  
machine or on a circular knitting machine; pref 
erably thelatter, and are preferably so knitted 
as to have forceful contraction in two directions. 
In the drawings of Figures 8, 9, 10 and 1l, the 

numeral I2 designates cotton or similar thread 
forming the principal body of the fabric, while 
numeral I3 designates rubber strands inter 
knitted therewith in the manner indicated or in 
any similar manner to give two-way contraction 
to the fabric; the rubber strands I3 preferably 
being of the composite character indicated sche 
matically in- fragmentary enlargement at the 
bottom of Figure 8, namely, having a center core 
I4 of rubber surrounded by two oppositely 
wound spiral wrappings I5 and I6, respectively, 
of cotton or similar textile yarn. In the form 
of construction shown in Figures 10 and 11 a 
supplementary snubber thread or safety thread 
I1 is provided alongside the rubber thread I3, 
for limiting the stretch ofrubber. 
The rear, concealed tensioning and breather 

panel 36 not only ’serves >to yield or to “breath" 
responsive to >stresses or pull exerted upon the 
relatively non-elastic woven panels constituting 
the main exposed body of the slip-cover, so that 
such main body will not tear or rupture at the 
sewn seams where its woven panels are joined, 
but also serves as a means for permitting some 
dimensional variations in the furniture to be 
covered, and so that the slip-cover may be drawn 
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over, for instance, a chair whose back is wider at 
the top than at the bottom; all notwithstanding 
the fact that the slip-cover, in all its exposed 
portions, is formed of relatively non-elastic and 
non-stretchable woven textile panels.A This ad-_U 
justment for slight variations in _the dimensions 
of the furniture to be covered is made ,possible 
without ever exposing to view (from the front 
or sides) the elastic self-contracting breather 
panel 36, because the breather panel 36 is of an 
area substantially less than the rear surface of 
the back of the furniture, and because the sides 
and top of the woven fabric panels constituting 
the main body of the slip-cover extend beyond 
the rear periphery of the back of the slip-cover 
and are folded inwardly to meet the breather 
panelalong a line spaced substantially inwardly 
from such periphery. 
The present invention may be embodied in 

other specific forms without departing from the 
spirit or essential attributes thereof, and it is 
therefore desired that the present embodiments 
be considered in all respects as illustrative and 
not restrictive, reference being had to the ap 
pended claims rather than to the foregoing de 
scription to indicate the scope of the invention. 
Having thus described our invention, we here 

by claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent 
the following: . 

1. A slip-cover for overstuffed upholstered fur 
niture having seat, arms and back, said_slipcov 
er being formed of relatively non-stretchable 
woven textile fabric panels joined together and 
covering the seat and enveloping said arms and 
covering the sides and front of the furniture and 
also covering the front and‘top and side surfaces 
of the back of the furniture and extending 
slightly behind the back along the top and side 
peripheral margins of the rear surface of the 
back of the furniture to form inturned margins 
behind the back of the furniture of more or less 
uniform width, a stretchable and self-contract 
ing tensioning and breather textile panel of a 
shape generally similar to the shape of the rear 
surface of the back of the furniture and of an 
area less than the rear surface-area of the back 
of the furniture, disposed behind the back of 
the furniture and substantially concealed from 
view from the front of the furniture and joined 
to the in-turned marginal portions of the non 
stretchable woven textile fabric of the main 
body of the slip-cover along the side and top 
marginal portions thereof behind the back of the 
furniture, thereby to tension the non-stretchable 
woven textile portions of the slip-cover both 
horizontally and vertically around the furniture 
and to permit the relatively non-stretchable 
woven textile panels of the slip-cover to yield or 
to “breathe’.’ responsive to stresses> or pull ex 
erted upon such panels while the slip-cover is in 
use without tearing or rupturing the sewn seams 
by which such relatively non-stretchable woven 
textile panels of the slip-cover are joined to each 
other, and anchorage means connected with the 
lower marginal portions of said slip-cover and 
extending beneath the lowermost horizontal 
~frame portion of the furniture and detachably 
secured in place therebeneath. 

2. A slip-cover for overstuffed upholstered fur 
niture having seat, arms and back, said slip-cov 
er being formed of relatively non-stretchable 
woven textile fabric panels joined together and 
covering the seat and enveloping said arms and 
covering the sides and front of the furniture and 
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also covering the front and top and side surfaces 75 

3 
of the back of the furniture and extending slight 
1y behind the back along the top and sidepe 
ripheral margins of the rear surface of >the back » ’ 

of the furniture, a stretchable and self-contract 
ing knitted tensioning and breather textile 
panel of-a shape generally similar to the shape 
of the rear surface of the back of the furniture 
Vand of an areav less than the rear surface-area 
of the back of the furniture, disposed behind the 
back of the- furniture and substantially con 
cealed _from fview from the front of the furniture 
and joined to the in-turned' marginal portions 
of the non-stretchable woven textile fabric of 
the main body of the slip-cover along the side 
and top marginal portions thereof behind the 
back of the furniture, thereby to tension the 
non-stretchable woven textile portions of the 
slip-cover both horizontally and vertically 
around the furniture and to permit the rela 
tively non-stretchable woven textile panels of 
the slip-cover to yield or to “breathe" responsive 
to stresses or pull exerted upon such panels while 
the slip-cover is in use without tearing or rup 
turing the sewn seams by which such relatively 
non-stretchable woven textile panels of the slip 
cover are joined to each other, and anchorage 
means connected with the lower marginal por 
tions of the side and front of the woven body of 
the slip-cover and with the lower marginal por 
tion of the rear breather panel and extending 
beneath the lowermost horizontal frame portion 
of the furniture and .detachably secured in place 
therebeneath. 

3. A slip-cover for overstuifed upholstered fur 
niture having seat, arms and back, said slip-cov 
er being formed of relatively non-stretchable 
woven textile fabric panels joined together and 
covering the seat and enveloping said arms and 
covering the sides and front of the furniture and 
also covering the front and top and side sur 
faces of the back of the furniture and extending 
slightly behind the back along the top and side 
peripheral margins of the rear surface of the 
back of the furniture, a stretchable and self 
contracting tensioning and breather textile panel 
of a shape generally similar to the shape of the 
rear surface of the back of the furniture and 
of an area less than the rear surface-area of 
the back of the furniture, disposed behind the 
back of the furniture and substantially con 
cealed from view from the front of the furniture 
and joined to the in-turned marginal portions 
of the non-stretchable woven textile fabric of 
the main body of the slip-cover along the side 
and top marginal portions thereof behind the 
back of the furniture, thereby to tension the non 
stretchable woven textile portions of the slip 
cover both horizontally and vertically around the 
furniture and to permit the relatively~ non 
stretchable woven textile panels of the slip-cover 
to yield or to “breathe” responsive to stresses or 
pull exerted upon such panels while the slip 
cover is in use without tearing or rupturing the 
sewn seams by which such relatively non 
stretchable woven textile panels of the slip 
cover are joined to each other, anchorage means 
connected with the lower marginal portions of 
the side and front of the woven body of the slip 
cover and with the lower marginal portion of the 
rear breather panel and extending beneath the 
lowermost horizontal frame portion of the fur 
niture and detachably secured in place therebe 
neath, and a skirt portion secured to the front 
and sides of the slip-cover near the lower margi 
nal portions thereof, but along a line slightly 
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Y above the lowermost horizontal edge of the fur-_ 
niture.  

4.' A slip-cover for overstuiïed upholstered fur 
,niture having seat, arms and back, said slip-cov 
er being formed of relatively non-elastic woven 
textile fabric panels joined together and cover 
ing the seat and enveloping said arms and cov 
ering the sides and front of the furniture. and 
also covering the front and top and side surfaces 
of the back of the furniture and extending slight 
ly» behind the back along the top and side pe 
ripheral margins of the rear surface of the back 
o_f the furniture, and a 2-way-elastic rubber 
containing tensioning and breather textiley panel 
disposed behind the back of the furniture and 
completely concealed from view from the front 
of the furniture and joined to the _in-turned 

. marginal portions of the non-elastic textile wo 
ven fabric along the side and top marginal por 
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tions thereof behind the back of the furniture, 
thereby to tension _the non-elastic woven textile 
portions of the slip-cover both horizontally and 
vertically around the furniture and to permit the 
relatively non-elastic woven textile panels of the 
slip~cover to- yield or to “breathe” responsive to 
stresses or pull exerted upon such panels while 
the slip-cover is in use without tearing or rup 
turing the sewn seams by which the relatively 
non-elastic woven textile panels of the slip 
cover are joined to each other. and anchorage 
means connected’with the'lower marginal p0r 
tions of said slip-cover and extending beneath 
the lowermost horizontal frame portion of the 
furniture and detachably secured in place there 
beneath. 

GEORGE S. KRASNOV. 
NQRMAN I. KRASNOV. ‘ 


