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This invention relates to stay tapes such as are 
used, for example, for reinforcing the corners of 
?berboard boxes, and the object is to provide a 
tape having transverse reinforcing strands which 
may readily be ?tted about the corner of the box, 
which will ?rmly adhere thereto and which will 
have certain advantages in use which will ap 
pear to those skilled in the art at the conclusion 
of the following description. , 
My invention will be well understood by ref 

erence to the following description of the illus 
10 

trative embodiment thereof shown by way of ex- , 
ample in the accompanying drawing, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective of a ?berboard box hav 
ing a, corner reinforced by a stay tape exemplify 
ing the invention, partly broken away; ' 

Fig. 2 is a plan view one; larger scale of a frag 
ment of a tape such as is used in Fig. 1 and as 
viewed from the further side and with parts 
broken away; and 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary ‘View illustrating a pre 
ferred method of manufacture. 
The tape shown in the accompanying drawing 

as an example of my invention embodies a nar 
row base strip-6 of kraft paper or the like of a 
suitable width to span the edge of a box, having 
adhering to ‘one face thereof reinforcing strands 
8, preferably, as shown, separate and unreticu 
lated, which extend transversely across at least, 
the major portion of its width. Herein I have 
shown these strands 8 as‘ at right angles to the 
length of the strip and extending from edge to 
edge, and the strip 6 with the strands 8 adhered 
thereto may be cut‘ to a suitable width-from a 
wide web suitably prepared by methods known in 
the art, as will hereinafter be referred to. ’ 
The ends of the strands 8 are covered by rela 

tively narrow strips iii of paper adhesively se 
cured thereto and to the body strip 6,}the opposed 
edges of the strips l0 being spaced from each 
other to leave, as best seenv in Fig. 2, a narrow 
central zone I2 consisting of the single thickness 
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of the base strip 6 crossed by the transverse ' 
strands 8, the ends of which are anchored in the 
adhesive joint. between the narrower strips i0 
and the base strip. In the complete stay tape, 
as shown in Fig. 2, the margins are stiffened by 
the paper strips Iii. which define a central zone 
between them which is relatively ?exible transi 
versely and permits the tape to be quickly and ac 
curately bent to ?t-an angle such as the corner 
ofaboxasshowninFig, 1. - y Y 
One side of the tape, as shown in Fig; 2, may be 

coated with adhesive ‘i4 whichfmay be vactivated 
by moistening'or otherwise when the strip is ap 
plied to use. or adhesive may be applied when the 

' not restrictive; reference being had to the ap-' 
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strip is used. Herein I have shown the tape as i 
applied with the narrow strips i 0 presented to the 

.of the additional strlps._ - 

box so that the reinforcements 8 in the narrow 
zone i2 between them are protected and covered‘ 
by the outer strip 6. Whichever side of the tape, 
as illustrated in Fig, 2, is applied to the article, 
a smooth surface is provided for its attachment 
at either side of the central bending zone, while 
the ends of the strands which are received and 
anchored between the strips l0 and the strip 6 
may be pressed‘ into ?rm adherence to each other 
and to the strands during the process of manu 
facture. ~ ‘ 

While in the example shown the strands 8 are 
adhesively secured to the strip 6 at the location 
of the zone between the strips in and this pre 
vents casual displacement thereof, the joint is a 
relatively super?cial one. Under certain local 
ized strains the strands may free themselves and 
bunch together by relative movement along the _ 
longitudinal line of the tape gradually to take up 
and resist the strain, which is an advantageous 

l feature. 
Because of the symmetrical arrangement of the 

strips l0 and their extended surfaces and be 
cause the tape as a whole is not bent or creased 
prior to use, it winds readilyand evenly into a 
roll. . , 

In Fig. 3 I have illustrated a preferred method 
of manufacture wherein a wide web 60,‘say the 

‘ full width of a mill roll of paper, may have trans 
30 . verse strands 8 applied entirely across the width 

thereof by methods known in the art. Strips I00, 
, each twice as wide as the strips iii, may be se 
cured over the’ strands with a suitable spacing 
between them corresponding to the desired spac 
ing between the strips ill in the completed tape 
as shown in Fig. 43. .The web may. then be slit 
longitudinally along the lines a--a to provide a 
number of tapes such as is illustrated in Fig. 2. 

I am aware that the invention may be em 
bodied in other specific forms without departing 
from .the spirit or essential attributes thereof, 7 
and I therefore desire the present embodiment to . 
be ‘considered in all respects as illustrative and 

pended claim rather'than to the foregoing de 
scription to indicate the scope of the invention. 
'1 claim: 
A stay tapecomprising a main paper strip hav-'v 

ing transverse strand reinforcements‘ extending 
at least across the central portion thereofand 
additional narrower paper strips secured’ longi 
tudinally thereto and extending over the rein 
forced area but being'spaced to expose between 
them a narrow longitudinal zone of such rein- ' 
forced area between ‘the'longitudinal boundaries 
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