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This invention relates to Venetian blinds, and 
more‘particularly to mounting brackets which are 
ailixed adjacent to the top of a window frame for 
supporting a Venetian‘ blind. 

Ordinarily, a Venetian blind is detachably sus- , 
pended from a “head-bar” that is ailiired adja 
cent to the top of a window frame. In some in 
stances this “head-bar,” or suspension bar, is‘ 
omitted and the blind ‘suspended directly from 
the ‘ window frame. This has resulted in the 
upper slat of the blind (the tilt slat, or "tilt-bar”) 
being sometimes designated, as the “head-bar," 
with corresponding confusion of terms. - In this 
speci?cation the term “head-bar” will ‘be em 
ployed‘ to designate the suspension bar that is 
located above the tilt-bar of the blind. 
In many instances the head-bar is mounted on 

brackets, one placed on either side of the window 
frame. Associated with the head-bar is mecha 
nism for tilting the blind and adjusting its height; 
and frequently this mechanism is concealed by a 
valance, often in the form of a board. 
A general object of the present invention is to 

provide an inexpensive, mechanically adequate 
bracket for mounting a Venetian blind head-bar . 
and valance. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

such a bracket which can be economically and 
satisfactorily fabricated from sheet-metal on a 
quantity production basis. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

such a bracket which is so constructed that 
brackets for dilferent thicknesses'or heights, of 
head-bars can be assembled from the same 
standardized parts. 

Still other objects are to provide improved 
means for securing the head-bar in place, and to 
provide such means which facilitate the placing 
of the head-bar on a pair of brackets. 
An additional object is to provide a bracket - > 

which supports a curtain rod, in addition to sup 
porting a head-bar and a valance. 
Various detailed and speci?c objects will be 

apparent from the accompanying disclosure. 
‘ The drawings show two species of left-hand 
brackets embodying the present invention, i. e., 
brackets for supporting the left~hand ends of the 
head-bar and valance as viewed from the room 
side of the window. It will be understood that'a 
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right-hand bracket is also used with each " 
Venetian blind to support the right-hand end of 

However, only 
the left-hand bracket has been speci?cally dis 
closed since it will be understood that the right; .55 

hand bracket is of the same construction but of 
opposite hand. . 

Fig. 1 of the drawings is an isometric view of a 
bracket embodying the present invention, show 
ing the valance holder or carrier in partially open 
position. - 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same bracket 
with the valance carrier closed, and showing in 
section a head-bar and valance supported by the 
bracket. 

Fig. 3 is a top plan view of the bracket as shown 
in Fig. 2 but without the valance and head-bar. 

Fig. 4 is a side elevation of the same bracket 
with the valance holder or carrier in open posi 
tion, and showing in section a head-bar and 
valance in partially inserted position. 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged isometric view of the 
keeper shown in the preceding ?gures for holding 
the head-bar in position on the bracket. 

Fig. 6 is a, fragmentary vertical section illus 
trating the manner of assembling the keeper with 
the bracket. 

Fig. 7 is an isometric view of a modi?ed form of 
bracket and ‘keeper embodying the present in 
vention, the view showing the‘valance holder or 
carrier in partially open position. 

Fig. 8 is a side elevation of the bracket shown 
in Fig. 7, with the valance carrier closed, and the 
view showing in section a head-bar, valance, and 
curtain rod supported by the bracket. 

Fig. 9 is a fragmentary side elevation of the 
structure shown in Fig. 7, and showing the keeper 
in its uppermost position. 

Fig. 10 is a fragmentary horizontal section on 
line Ill-l ll of Fig. 8. 
Reference will ?rst be had to Figs. 1 through 6. 
A ?at stamped sheet-metal plate I I is provided 

at its rear edge with an integral vertical ?ange I2 
which projects laterally at right angles to the 
plate. Pivoted at H to the lower forward corner 
portion of plate H is a valance holder or carrier 
designated as a whole by I 5. A head-bar support 
designated as a whole by [6 has vertical leg por 
tions. l1 and 18 which are welded or otherwise 
suitably secured to plate II, and also has a hori 
zontal shelf portion IS on which the- end of the 
head-bar rests. Vertically slideable with relation 
to support I6 is a U-shaped head-bar keeper 
designated as a whole by 20. 
For so-called “inside” mounting of a Venetian 

blind, plate ll is placed against the inner or side 
face of the window jamb, i. e., the face of the 
jamb which is perpendicular to the plane of the 
window. Holes such as 2| (3 shown) are pro 
vided to receive screws for mounting the bracket 



2 
~ in, such"'inside" position. In the case of so-. 

, called "outside" mounting of a Venetian blind. 
the ?ange I2 is placed against the front face ' 1 
of a window frame,‘ which front face is parallel ' 
to the plane of the window. It will be noted 
that the ?ange l2 terminates some distance 
above the bottom of plate I I, and this provides 
such clearance that the blind can be fully raised 
without the blind slats striking on‘the bottom 
of ?ange l2. In this connection, ?ange I2 is 
so stamped that its rear face is flush with the 
rear edge Ila of the plate II. 
bracket is positioned against the front of the 
window frame and secured by screws inserted 
through holes 22 (3 shown)‘, the edge Ila, bears 
against the face of the frame'and assists in sup 
porting and positioning the‘bracket. a 
The valance holder or carrier I5 is preferabl 

stamped from a single piece of sheet-metal and 
includes a front ?ange 24 and a rear ?ange 25 
between which the valance 28 is inserted, as 
shown in Fig. 2. The valance carrier is also 
provided with a bottom ?ange 21 against which 
the bottom of the valance rests. An ear 28 is 
provided to make a pivotal connection at H, 
and a rearwardly extending ?ange 29 is provided 
to move into overlapping relation with the plate 
II when the carrier 15 is swung into closed posi 
tion. To guide ?ange 29 into overlapping rela 
tion with plate I i it has a lower‘ laterally bent 
corner 29a. Both ?anges 29 and ear 28 are 
laterally offset slightly with respect to the metal 
in portion 39 of the carrier, as is shown in both 

Thus, when the‘ 
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Figs. v1 and 3. This offset at the root of ?ange - t 
29 provides a stop which strikes the forward 
edge Ilb of plate H and limits the closing move 
ment of the'valance carrier IS. The offset at 
the root of ear 28 also provides a stop which be 
comes eifective when the valance carrier I5 is 
swung into open position, as shown in Fig. 4. 
In this position the stop at the root of car 28 
strikes the lower edge‘ Ii c of plate ll, thereby 
preventing the valance carrier I5 from moving 
into a position of substantially downward incli 
nation. Thus a valance being positioned in, or 
held in, the carrier 15 will not accidentally fall 
out when the carrier i5 is open. 
With the valance carrier [5 open, a valance 

can be inserted edgewise, as shown in Fig. 4. 
Back ?ange 25 is provided with a ?ared top 250 
to facilitate insertion of the valance. Also the 
?ange 25 is springy and yielding, and when un 
stressed, inclines toward front ?ange 24, as is 
best seen in Fig. 3. Thus the ?ange 25 is forced 
backwardly by the valance as it is inserted; and 
this arrangement of ?ange 25 provides for proper 
reception of the valance despite a degree of 
variation in its thickness, as well as providing 
for tight holding of the valance to secure it 
against rattling by the wind. 
When the valance carrier I5 is swung into 

closed position shown in Figs. 2 and 3, the ?ange 
29 moves beneath a projecting member 3| which 
may be formed integral with leg I‘! of the head 
bar support I6. Thus in the closed position of 
the valance carrier it is laterally supported by 
virtue of the ?ange 29 lying between plate I i and 
member 3|. Flange 29 is formed with a project 
ing vertical ridge 29a which snaps beneath a 
complementary formation at 3la to latch the 
valance carrier in closed position. The mem- 
ber 3| is sufficiently large and suf?ciently 
springy to securely hold the carrier [5 in closed 
position, but of course, the carrier can be opened 
by the application of su?lcient opening force. 
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It will be noted that the height of ?ange 29 and 
latch ridge 29a far exceeds the height of latch 
member 9|. 7 

parts to be used for brackets intended for dif 
ferent heights or thicknesses of head-bars. 
Despite considerable variation in the level at 
which head-bar support I8 is welded to plate 
ll, latch member 9| will nevertheless properly 
cooperate with latching?ange 29. 
A vertical guldeway for keeper 29 is provided 

by the opposing edges of legs I1 and I8 of 
head-bar support l9, together with a rectangular 
cut-out in shelf l9, as is seen in Figs. 1 and 6. 
The keeper 29 is of generally U-shape form. 
having a vertical portion 29a, a head 29b and 
a foot 29c. A pressed-out longitudinal rib 29d 
stiifens the keeper, and a pressed-out bulge 29e 
is adapted to strike the top of shelf l9 and limit 
downward movement of the keeper. A barb 29! 
is adapted to strike the under surface of shelf 
l9 to limit upward movement of the keeper and 
prevent its accidental removal. ' 
The keeper‘ 29 can ‘be assembled with the 

bracket, as shown in Fig. 6, being ?rst placed 
with portion 29a in a horizontal position and with 
foot 29c projecting downwardly through the slot 
in shelf is. This is shown in dotted lines in Fig. 
6. .Then the‘?keeper 29 is swung upwardly, as 
indicated by the arrows in Fig. 6 to bring the 
portion 29a into vertical position in the guide 
way. By forcibly depressing the keeper, the barb 
29f yields and passes to a position beneath the 
shelf after which the springiness of the barb re 
stores it su?iciently to prevent accidental re 
moval of the keeper. 
With the'valance carrier in open position as 

' shown in Fig. 4, a, valance 29 is-pushed in place 

40 

by movement in the direction of the arrow at 
tached to valance 29 in Fig. 4. Similarly a head 
bar 85 is moved into place on shelf "5 by move 
ment in the direction of the arrow attached to 
head-bar 35 in Fig. 4. While positioning the 
head-bar on the shelf, keeper 29 is held in an 
elevated position, as shown in Fig. 4. When the 
head-bar has been‘ completely inserted, the keeper 
drops or is pulled down, so that its head 29b en 
ters the head-bar groove or cut-out 3541 as shown 
in Fig. 2. Thus the head-bar is held against ac 
cidental removal. If desired, the keeper 29 may 
be dispensed. with and the head-bar held in place 
by screws inserted through holes 36 (2 shown). 
The construction shown in Figs. 7 to 10 is so 

_ similar to the one already described that only 
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the differences need be pointed out. This will 
be done with the aid of reference characters 
which, so far as applicable, are the same as or 
similar to those already used. 
Welded or otherwise suitably secured to plate 

I I’ is a curtain rod support designated as a whole 
by 49. This support is substantially Z-shaped, 
having a ?ange 49a which is welded or other 
wise secured to plate II’, and having a grooved 
vertical ?ange 49b, which is spaced laterally from 
plate II’. The groove 49c of ?ange 49b is 
adapted to support one end of a. curtain rod 4|, 
as seen in Figs. 8 and 10. Projecting rearwardly 
from back flange 25’ of valance carrier I5’ is a 
horizontal ?nger 42 which, when the carrier I5’ 
is closed, overlies curtain rod 4| and prevents 
its removal. 
Head-bar keeper 29’ is generally similar to 

keeper 29 already described, but does not have 
the barb 29)‘ and does not have the protuberance 
29e to limit downward movement of the keeper. 
The keeper 29' does, however, have two struck 

This permits the same standardized. 



out spring l4 and ll and also has a struck 
out protuberance". . , l j p , p 3 

‘The keeper 2.’, is movable ina vertical guide 
way similar to the one previously‘ described, and 
which is formed in‘ conjunction with head-bar 
support it‘. i In this instance thehead-‘bar sup 
port ll’ has‘downwardly projecting legs ii’ and 
ll’ which are‘ welded to plate Ii‘. .The keeper , 
2|’ is assembled in itsvguidewayin'amanner 
similar to that shown in Fig. 6, except that it is 
inserted‘i'i'om beneath‘shelf Ii’, ofthe head-bar 
support II’, the head of the keeper being inserted 
first and the keeper being swung downwardly 
and then pushed upwardly into its guideway. 
When the keeper is pushed upwardly in its guide 
way spring finger 44 yields and then springs out 
again after the ?nger haspassedabove the shelf 
ll’. Thereafter finger 44 limits downward move 
ment of keeper 20' and prevents its accidental 
removal. Upward movement of the keeper is 
limited by protuberance 46. .When the keeper 
II’ is in its uppermost position shown in Fig. 9 
spring finger 45 makes frictional engagement with 

‘- the edge of the cut-out in shelf is’, thereby pre 
venting the keeper from falling under the action 
of gravity. This is quite an advantage, as it holds 

‘ the keeper out of the way during the insertion of 
the head-bar 35. As the head-bar is mounted 
on two brackets ‘which may be widely spaced, it 
is awkward and inconvenient for an installer 
to manually hold the two keepers in uppermost 
position while the head-bar is being inserted. 

In compliance with the patent statutes I have 
disclosed the best forms in which I have con 
templated applying my invention but it will be 
understood that the ‘forms disclosed are illus 
trative of the invention without limiting the scope 
or‘ the invention. ‘ 
WhatIclaimis: V . ‘ ‘ 

1. A Venetian blind bracket comprising: a ver 
tical plate, and a laterally‘ projecting ?ange at 
the rear of the plate for mounting the bracket 
on‘ the forward face of a window frame, the ver 
tical plate‘ projecting beneath the bottom of the 
flange and having the rear edge of the projecting 
portion positioned flush with the rear surface of‘ 
the ?ange. - . _ _ 

2. A Venetian blind bracket compnsmg: a 
body member and a head-bar support having a 
guidway formed in connection therewith, a keep 
er vertically slideable in the guideway, and a 
pair of spring ?ngers, one, higher than the other, 
attached to the keeper and adapted to engage 
the head-bar support, the keeper being insert; 
able into the completed guideway and one spring 
linger acting to prevent accidental removal of 
the keeper from the guideway and the other 
spring finger acting to hold the keeper in posi-' 
tion for the placing of a head-bar on said sup 
ort. ‘ . 

p 3. A Venetian blind bracket comprising: a ver 
tical plate, and a laterally projecting ?ange at 
the rear of the plate fonmounting the bracket 
on the forward face of a window frame, the ver 
tical plate projecting ‘beneath the bottom of the 
?ange and having the bottom part of the rear 
edge of the projecting portion positioned ?ush 
with the rear surface of the ?ange. 

4. In a Venetianblind bracket having a ver 
tical plate to be affixed adjacent to a window ' 
frame, and a valance carrier pivoted adjacent to 
the lowerforward corner of the plate and swing 
able into open and closed position; the improve 
ment which comprises: the valance carrier hav 
ing a face which is flush with the outer surface 
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of the vertical plate, having vI. portion which 
abuts against the. forward ,edge of the vertical 
platewhen ‘the valance carrier is in closed posi 
tion, and also having two rearwardlvextendinz 
vertically spaced portions which ‘are laterally 
offset with‘respect to said abutting portion and 
each of which makes side-to-side engagement 
with the inner face of said vertical plate, one of 
said offset portions being at the lower forward 
corner of the vertical plate and the pivotal at 
tachment between the carrier and theplate be~ 
ing to such offset portion.' . 

‘5. In a Venetian blind bracket having a ver 
tical plate to be a?lxed adjacent to a window 
frame, and a valance carrier pivoted to the plate 
and swingable into open and closed position; the 
improvement which comprises: the valance car 
rier having a face which is ?ush with, the outer 
surface of the vertical plate, having a portion 
which abuts against the forward edge of thever 
tical plate when the valance carrier is in closed 
position. and also having two rearwardly extend 
ing vertically spaced portionswhich are laterally 
offset with respect to said abutting portion and 
each of which, makes side-to-slde engagement 
with the inner face of said vertical plate, the 
pivotal attachment between the carrier and the 
plate being to one of said offset portions. 

6. In a Venetian blind bracket having a ver 
tical plate to be a?lxed adjacent to a window 
frame, and a valance carrier pivoted adjacent 
to the lower forward corner of the plate and 
swingable into open and closed position; the im 
provement which comprises: the valance carrier 
having ,a portion which abuts ‘against the for 
ward edge. of the vertical plate when the valance 
carrier is in closed ‘position and which abuts 
against the lower edge of the vertical plate when 
the valance carrier is in open position to thereby 
limit the downward swing of the valance car 
rier, and the valance carrier also having a rear 
wardly extending portion which is laterally off-. 
set with respect to said abutting portion, the 
pivotal attachment between the carrier and the 
plate being to such offset portion. 

7. In a Venetian blind bracket having a ver 
tical plate to be afiixed adjacent to a window 
frame, and a valance carrier pivoted adjacent to 
the lower forward corner of the plate and swing 
able into open and closed position; the improve 
ment which comprises: the valance carrier hav 
ing a portion which abuts against the forward 
edge of the vertical plate‘when the valance car 
rier is in closed opsition and which abuts against 
the lower edge of the vertical plate when the 
valance carrier is in open position to thereby 
limit the downward swing of the valance car 
rier, the valance carrier having alower-posi 
tinned rearwardly extending portion which ‘is 
laterally oilset with respect to said abutting por 
tion, the pivotal attachment between‘ the carrier 
andthe Plate being to such offset portion, and 
the valance carrier also having an upper-posi 
tioned rearwardly extending portion which is lat 

' erally offset with respect to said. abutting portion 
and which has a lower bent-away» corner to guide 
it into side-by-side engagement with the inner 
face of the vertical plate. ‘ 

8. In ‘a‘Venetian blind bracket having a ver 
tical plate to be affixed adjacent to a window 
frame, and ‘a valance carrier pivoted adjacent to 
the lower forward corner of the plate and swing 
able into open and closed position; the improve 
ment which comprises: the valance carrier hav 
ing a face which is flush with the outer surface 
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of the vertical plate, having a portion which 
abuts against the forward edge of the vertical 
plate when the valance carrier is in closed posi 
tion, and also having an upper-positioned rear 
wardly extending portion which is laterally offset 
with respect to said abutting portion and which 
moves alongside the inner face of the vertical 
plate as the valance carrier is closed. 

9. In a Venetian blind bracket having a ver 
tical plate to be affixed adjacent to a window 
frame, and a valance carrier pivoted adjacent 

,to the 'lower‘forward corner of the plate and 
swingable into‘ open and closed position; the im 
provement which comprises: the valance carrier 
having a face which is flush with the outer sur 
face of the vertical plate, having a portion which 
abuts against the forward edge of the vertical 
plate when the valance carrier is in closed posi 
tion, and also having an upper-positioned rear 
wardly extending portion which is laterally off 
set withrespect to said abutting portion and 
which moves alongside the inner face of the 
vertical plate as the valance carrier is closed, the 

, lower corner of said oifset portion being bent 
away to guide it alongside the inner face 01' the 
vertical plate. 

10. In a Venetian blind bracket having a ver 
tical plate to be a?lxed adjacent to a‘window 
frame, and a valance carrier pivoted'adjaeent to 
the lower forward corner of the plate and swing 
able into open and closed position; the improve 
ment which comprises: the valance carrier hav 
ins a face which is ?ush with the outer surface 
of the vertical plate, having a portion which 
abuts against the forward edge of the vertical 
plate when the valance carrier is in closed posi 
tion, and also having an upper-positioned rear 
wardly extending portion which is laterally offset 
with respect to said abutting portion and which 
moves alongside the inner face of the vertical 
plate as the valance carrier is closed, the ver 

, tical plate being provided with means spaced lat 
erally from its inner surface and with which said 
oifset means makes side-by-side engagement 
when the valance carrier is closed. ' 

11. In a Venetian blind bracket having a ver 
‘tical plate to be a?lxed adjacent to a window 
frame, head-bar supporting means ' projecting 
from one side of the plate, and a valance carrier 
pivoted adjacent to the lower forward corner of 
'said plate and swingable into open and closed 
position; the improvement which comprises: the 
head-bar supporting means being provided with 
a forwardly projecting member which is later 
ally spaced from the inner face of the vertical 
plate, and the valance carrier being provided 
with; means lying between said forwardly pro 
jecting member and the inner face of the ver 

_ tical plate when the valance carrier is closed. 
12. In a Venetian blind bracket having a verti 

cal plate to be affixed adjacent to a window 
frame, head-bar supporting means projecting 
from one side of the plate, and a valance carrier 
pivoted adjacent to the lower forward corner of 
said plate and swingable into open and closed 
‘position; the improvement which comprises: the 
head-bar supporting means being provided with 
a forwardly projecting member which is laterally 
spaced from the inner face of the vertical plate, 
and the valance carrier being provided with a 
?ange lying between said forwardly projecting 
member andthe inner face of the vertical plate 
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when the valance carrier is closed, saidv?ange 
and forwardly projecting member being formed 
as cooperating latch members acting to latch the 
valance carrier in closed position. 

13. A Venetian blind bracket comprising: a 
vertical plate to be a?lxed adjacent to a window 
frame; head-bar supporting means projecting?’ 
from one side of the plate; and a valance carrier 
pivoted adjacent to the lower forward corner of 
said plate and swingable into open and closed 
position, the carrier extending vertically along 
the front edge of the plate when in closed posi 
tion, extending forwardly from the bottom of 
the plate when in open position, and carrying the 
valance fixedly attached to it as it swings from 
open to closed position and vice versa, the val 
ance carrier also being provided with a latch 
formation cooperable with latching means posi 
tioned at different vertical levels on the vertical 
plate. 

'14. A' Venetian blind bracket comprising: a 
vertical plate to be afllxed adjacent to a window 
frame; head-bar supporting means projecting 
from one side of the plate; and a valance car 
rier pivoted adjacent to the lower forward corner 
of said plate and swingable into open and closed 
position, the carrier extending vertically along 
the front edge of the plate when in closed posi 
tion, extending forwardly from the bottom of the 
plate when in open position, and carrying the 
valance ?xedly attached to it as it swings from 
open to closed position and vice versa; the ver 
tical plate being provided with a curtain rod sup 
port, andthe valance carrier being provided with 
means which, when the carrier is closed, holds 
the curtain rod against removal. - 

15. A Venetian blind bracket comprising: a 
vertical plate to be a?lxed adjacent to a window 
frame; a head-bar supporting shelf attached to 
the platev and projecting laterally from one-side 
of the plate; a valance carrier pivoted adjacent 
to the lower forward comer of said plate and 
swingable into open and closed position, the car 
rier extending vertically along the front edge of 
the plate whenin closed position, extending for 
wardly from the bottom of the plate when in 
open position, and carrying the valance ?xedly 
attached to it as it swings from open to closed 
position and vice versa; a latch formation formed 
integrally with the shelf and located at approxi 
mately the same level as the vshelf; and a cooper 
ating latch formation‘ projecting from an upper 
part of the valance carrier; the two latch for 
mations being- cooperable to latch the carrier in 
closed position. _ 

16. A Venetian blind bracket comprising: a 
vertical plate to be aillxed adjacent to a window 
frame; head-bar ‘supporting means projecting 
from one side of the plate; and a valance car 
rier pivoted adjacent to the lower forward corner 
of said plate and swingable into open and closed 
position, the carrier extending vertically along 
the front edge of the plate when in closed posi 
tion, and extending forwardly from the bottom 
of the plate when in open» position, and the val 
ance carrier being provided with two laterally 
projecting members to receive the valance be 
tween them, one of the members being yielding 
whereby the members tightly gripan inserted 
valance even with a degree of variation in the 
thickness of the valance. 

mam: H. Nat-son. 


