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My invention relates to a new and useful im 
provement in‘a foldable table and bench adapt 
ed for use for the usual purposes to which such 
articles are put. ' 

It is an object of the present invention to pro 
vide a table of this kind which will be simple 
in structure, economical of manufacture, du 
rable, highly ef?cient in use, easily and quickly 
folded into compact position, and easily and 
quickly get into usable position, and a set which 
Will also be light. ‘ ' 

It is another object of the present invention 
to provide in o foldable table of vthis class 
reinforcing rails hingedly connected to the table 
and carrying swingably mounted legs so that the 
device will be easily and quickly folded into a 
compact form and set in usable form‘possessed 
of maximum rigidity and strength. 
Other objects will appear hereinafter. 
The invention consists in the combination and 

arrangement of parts hereinafter described and 
claimed. 
The invention will be best understood by a 

reference to the accompanying drawings which 
form a part of this speci?cation, and in which, 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the invention 
showing it assembled for use. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view taken from the 
bottom of the table with the legs in operative 
position. 

Fig. 3 is a perspective View of the table show 
ing it in partly folded position. ‘ . 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view showing the table 
in fully folded position. 

Fig. 5 is a perspective View from the bottom 
showing the bench in partly folded position. 

Fig. 6 is a bottom perspective View showing 
the bench in fully folded position. 

Fig. 7 is a perspective view showing a pair of 
benches connected together after they have been 
folded in position. ‘ 

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 
on line 8—8 of Fig. 2, slightly enlarged. 

Fig. 9 is a fragmentary top plan view of Fig. 
8, slightly enlarged. 

Fig. 10 is a sectional view taken on line Iii-l0 
of Fig. 3, slightly enlarged. 

Fig. 11 is a fragmentary side elevational view 
of a locking mechanism used on the table with 
parts broken away and parts shown in section. 

Fig. 12 is a top plan view of the locking mecha 
nism shown in Fig. 11 with parts broken away. 

Fig. 13 is a sectional view slightly enlarged 
taken on line |3-l3 of Fig. 5. 
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‘ Fig. 14 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 
on line M-M of Fig. 5. ‘ 

As, illustrated in Fig. 1, Fig. 2, and Fig. 3, the ' 
table involves a top having side portions or side 
leaves 20 and 2| hingedly connected together 
by the hinge 22 to the central body 23 so that 
the side leaves 20 and 2| may swing into posi 
tion to extend in alignment with the central 
body 23 or into position to extend at right angles 
shown ‘in Fig. 3 and Fig. 4. A reinforcing side 
rail “extends transversely of each of the side 
leaves 28 and 2| and this reinforcing rail is con 
nected to one part of the hinge 25, the other part 
26 of which is connected to the leaf 20 or 2!, as 
the case may be. As shown in the drawings, 
these hinges are of considerably greater width 
than ‘the leg 21 which is also connected thereto 
so that the necessary body for connection to the 
rail 24 and the leaf 20 or 2! may be afforded. 
The rails 26 at opposite sides of the central body 
23 are in alignment with a stationary rail 28 
which is mounted on the under-surface of the 
body 23. When the parts 20 and 2! and 23 are 
in alignment, as shown in Fig. 2, a brace or 
keeper is used for connecting the rails 24 to the 
rail 28 so that there is in effect provided a re 
inforcing rail extending from the opposite edges 
of the table transversely of the length of the 
parts 20, 2!, and 23. An angle iron 29 is swing 
ably connected toone of the rails 24 and adapted 
to swing across the rail '28 and be connected at 
its free end to the aligning rail 24,. This angle 
iron 29 carries a keeper 30 which is swingably 
connected thereto at one of its ends and pro 
vided with a notch or recess 3| adapted to pass 
around the neck 32 of a stud which projects out 
wardly from the rail 24 and extends through an 
opening 33 formed in the angle iron 29. This 
stud 32 carries a head 34 so that when the notch 
bearing plate or keeper 3!) is swung into locking 
position it will engage around the neck of the 
stud 32below the head 34. In this way, the 
rails 24 on opposite sides of the rail 28 are con 
nected'together to form in effect a continuous 
structure. When the angleirons 29 are swung 
into operative position, as shown in Fig. 2, it is 
obvious that the swinging of the leaves 20 or 2| 
relatively to the central body 23 will be pre 
vented. When in this position, the legs 21 will 
be extended outwardly into supporting or oper 
ative position. Connected at one end to each 
of these ends is a metal brace 35, the opposite 
end of which is provided with the angularly 
turned shoe 36 having a notch 31 formed therein 
adapted to embrace the stud 38 below the head 



39, this stud projecting outwardly from the un 
der-surface of the leaf 2B or 2|, as the case may 
be. When the legs are placed in an outstanding 
position, as shown in Fig. 2, the braces will be 
snapped into position around the studs 28 and 
thus the legs locked in and outwardly project 
ing or in an operative position. In this way, 
there is provided a table of the'foldable type 
which is of compact construction, light, and par 

‘ ticularly, durable. 
When it isdesirable-to fold the structure into 

compact form, the braces 35 are disengaged from 
the studs 38 and the legs are then swung down 
wardly to lie against the under-surface of the ’ 
leaf on which they are mounted. In this move 
ment, the rail 24, to which the leg isattaqhed, 
will also swing through 90 degrees, but as it 
swings through 90 degrees-‘itgwillj lie; with one" 
of its faces in engagement with the under-sur- , 
face of the leaf 20 or 2| to which it is attached; 
the, parts' 25' and- 264 of thehingebeing counter 
sunk as clearly shown in Fig.‘ 10. The angle 
irons; 29 are then releasedv and- swungv to extend 
at right angles to, the brace “to which they 
are attached, so. that when the legs are swung . 
into positiomso- as to- engage the-uhder-surface 
of the leaf, 20_ or 2|, the; angle irons also will 
engage, this under-surface. It. will, be noted that 
the legs on the leaf 20 are offset from each other 
relatively to the outer edge of this leaf, and the 
same, applies to the legs which-are attached to 
the leaf 2|, so that-when they are swung into 
foldedposition they do not align with each‘other, 
but lie side by side, as clearly shown in- Fig. 3. 
When the legs arein folded position, the leaves 
Hand 2! may then be placed in position to ex 
tend, at right angles'to the central‘ body 23. 
swingably mounted on the leaf 2B are hook bars 
40, carrying a hook'4l at its free-end and adapted 
to engage the eyelet 42 carried by ‘the opposite 
leaf, 2|. These hooks 4| will engage in the eye 
let 42_ to retain the parts in their folded posi 
tion, as shown in Fig. 4. Thus the table is 
brought into a very compact position, and re 
tained in su-chra position after being so folded. 
The set also embodies the benches which are 

clearly illustrated inv Fig. 2. Each of these 
benches embodies a seat portion 43 which is an 
elongated board and to which there is connected 
thebutt portion 4!! of an hinge, the other por- , 
tion 45 of which is connected to the cross-head 
46 from which project the legs 41 and 48. The 
construction at opposite sides of the seat is the 
same ‘so that a description ‘of one will su?ice for 
both. Hingedly connected to the upper edge 
of the hinge portion 45 is a hinge, strap‘ 49, to 
which is connected one end- of a brace 50,- the 
opposite end carrying a terminal portion 5| hav 
ing a.swingable tongue 52 swingable intov a re 
cess 53 beneath a .plate- 54 connected on the 
under-surface of the seat 43 so that the brace 
may be locked into braced position, as shown 
in Fig. 5. When it is desired to swing the device 
intoia compact form, this brace is raised at its 
lower end and the legs are swung into‘ position 
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as shown in Fig. 6. After they have been swung 
into this position, the pair of benches may be 
connected together by the connecting bars 55 
engaging in hooks 56 so that the sets are held 
in compact form. This is also believed to be a 
simple, compact, and durable structure, and high 

‘ ly e?icient for the purposes intended. 
While I have illustrated and described the 

preferred forms of construction, I do not wish 
to limitmyself, to the. precise, details .of struc 
ture shown, but wish,‘ to__ avail, myself, of such. 
variations and modi?cations as may come within 
the scope of the appended claims. 
What I claim‘ is new and desire to secure by 

Letters Patent is: 
1. A foldable table of the class described, com 

prising: a top having a stationary central por 
tion»: a-pair-of- sideleaves swingably connected 
at one of, their edges to the edges of said cen 
tral portion, said central portion lying between 
said leaves, andsaid leaves being,swingable into 
the plane of, saidzcen-t'ral, portion and intoapo 
sitionv to extend at right angles‘theretopform 
ing with said central’ portion _a. structure U 

. shaped in cross-section; av transversely, extend 
ing reinforcement rail ?xedly mountedr onthe 
under, surface of. said central portionat each ‘of 
the ends thereof; a transversely extendingre 
inforcement rail mounted on the under, surface 
of each of said leaves adjacenteach end,ther.e 
of, the rails on said leaves being, swingableonto 
a longitudinal axis intoalignment, withQand, clear 
of the corresponding railonsaid centralportion 

' and, when swung into alignment: therewith, up. 
on, the swinging of said leaves to the same plane 

' of said central portion, engaging with said,.sta,_ 

n 

60 

tionary rail at opposed ends for preventingswing 
ing of‘ said leaves relatively to. said'centralpor 
tion. 

’ 2. A foldable table of. the, class describeicom 
prising: a top having ‘a stationary central por 
tion; a pair of side leaves swingably connected 
at oneof their edges to the edges of said'_ central 
portion, said central portion lying betweensaid 
leaves,,and said leaves being swingable into the 
plane of said central, portionandinto a position 
to extend at right anglesthereto, forming with 
said central portion a structure‘ U shaped in 
cross-section; a transversely extending reinforce! 
ment rail ?xedly mounted on the under surface 
vof said central ,portionat each of the ends there 
of; a transversely extending reinforcementrail 
mounted ‘on theunder surfaceof each .of said 
leaves adjacent each end thereof, the rails. on 
said leaves being swingable onto a longitudinal 
axis into alignment with and clear of the cor 
responding rail onsaid central portion and, when 
swung into alignment therewith, upon the swing; 
ing of said leaves to the same plane of saidwcen 
tral portion, engaging with said, stationary; rail 
at opposed ends for preventingv swinging of said 
leaves relatively to said, central portion; and 
means engageable vn'th said rails for preventing 
the swinging of said swingable rails out “of said 
alignment. } 
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