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This invention relates to attachments for use 
in connecting or anchoring bridge work to an 
adjacent natural tooth. 

It is the principal object of my present inven 
tion to provide an improved and e?icient attach 
ment for use in connecting bridge work to a nat 
ural tooth, which atachment is capable of being 
expeditiously adjusted to compensate for any 
looseness occasioned by wear or otherwise. 
One form which the invention may assume is 

exempli?ed in the following description and il 
lustrated by way of example in the accompanying 
drawing, in which: ' 

Fig. 1 is an enlarged perspective View of an at 
tachment embodying the preferred form of my 
invention. ' 

Fig. 2 is a view partially in elevation and cen 
tral vertical section through the same. 
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Fig. 3 is a plan view of the device or attach- I 
ment. 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged perspective view of the 
anchoring member forming one of the comple 
mental parts of the attachment; 

Fig. 5 is a similar View of the anchor housing 
or socket member forming the other comple 
mental part of the attachment. 

Referring more particularly to the accompany 
ing drawing, I there illustrate a device for at 
taching or connecting together two contiguous 
teeth. That is to. say, its usual use is to at 
tach a dummy tooth to a natural tooth, and, con 
sequently, will have its-principal use in anchor 
ing bridge work to an adjacent natural tooth. 
The attachment comprises an anchor housing 

or socket element l0 which is embedded and se 
cured in the natural tooth in the manner and 
by the means well known to the dental profes 
sion. This socket element ID has a cylindrical 
bore H extending downwardly from its upper 
end to a point just short of the bottom thereof, 
as illustrated. This forms a bottom bearing 
plate Ila in the anchor housing In. 
At one side the anchor housing or socket ele 

ment Ill is vertically slotted as at 12 co-extensive 
1y with the bore H and radially with relation to 
that bore. The width of the slot I2 is somewhat 
less than the diameter of the bore II. 
For cooperation with the anchor housing H1 is 

an anchor member M, which has a head portion 
I5 complemental in external contour and dimens 
sions to the bore II and slot 12. This being so, 
the head IE will snugly ?t and nest within the 
bore 1 l and slot l2 and bear on the bearing plate 
Ha. 
The anchor member l4 also has lateral exten 

sions l6 forming shoulders ll bearing against 
the exterior of the housing H1 at opposite sides 
of the slot l2. The anchor member M has a pro 
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jecting attachment arm Ila by means of which 
it may be securely attached to the dummy tooth 
or bridge work in any well known manner. Any 
other form of attachment can be substituted for 
the attachment arm Ila without departing from 
my invention. 
For the purpose of maintaining a proper ?t be 

tween the head member l5 and the bore H in the 
housing I!) and also to compensate for any loose 
ness therebetween occasioned by Wear or other 
wise, the head member !5 is formed with a 
threaded tapered bore l8 extending coaxially of 
the cylindrical portion of the head member, as 
illustrated, thus forming a hollow cylindrical por 
tion on the head member l5. At one side of this 
hollow cylindrical portion the same is longitudi 
nally slotted as at 19 so that the head member 
will be expansible. Fitting the tapered threaded 
bore I8 is a tapered threaded set screw 20. It is 
obvious that as this set screw is threaded down 
wardly into the bore, it will expand the head 
member to a desired ?t with the bore II, and by 
this means any looseness occasioned by wear or 
otherwise may be compensated for. It is also 
obvious that adjustment may be expeditiously 
made at any time that it is found necessary. 
From the foregoing it is obvious that I have 

provided an improved and ef?cient connection for 
use in connecting bridge work to natural teeth, 
and while I have shown the preferred form of my 
invention, it is to be understood that various 
changes may be made in its construction by those 
skilled in the art without departing from the 
spirit of the invention as de?ned in the ap 
pended claim. 
- Having thus described my invention, what I 
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: v 
A device of the character described compris 

’ ing an anchor housing adapted to be secured to 
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one. of two adjacent teeth, said anchor housing 
having a cylindrical bore extending downwardly ‘ 
from its upper end but extending short of its 

' lower end, said anchor housing having a slot be 
tween said bore and one side of the housing 
slightly less in width than the diameter of the 
bore, an anchor member adapted to be ?xed to 
the other of said teeth and having a head portion 
complemental to said bore and slot, said head 
portion‘ having a tapered bore coaxially with re 
spect to the bore in the housing, said head por-. 
tion being split between said. tapered bore and its 
perimeter opposite the part thereof which ?ts 
said slot, and a tapered set screw ?tting said 
bore and capable of expanding said head portion 
radially with respect to the bore in the housing 
to adjust the ?t between the head portion and 
the housing. 

PAULINE S. ECKMAN. 


