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This invention relates to ‘display devices and 
more particularly to an improvement in a display 
background of the type disclosed and claimed in 
my Patent No. 2,163,259 of June 20, 1939. 
As will be found by reference to my patent 

above referred to, display backgrounds prior to 
the method disclosed in said patent. involved a 
construction including a series of panels and 
rectangular frame work for each of the panels 
employed in the display background. It will be 
understood as this description proceeds that I 
obtain many of the advantages of the patented 
construction in the display background of the in 
stant application. > a 

It is among the objects of my invention to 
provide a display background wherein the panels 
which make up the background are free of frame 
members prior to their assembly in the ?nished 
display and wherein the separate ‘panels are 
easily and quickly secured in position without the 
use ‘of tools and by inexperienced persons. 

;It is a further object of my invention to pro 
vide a display background according to the pre 
ceding object, wherein the panels maybe re 
moved from the devices which secure the panels 
to each other without damage to the panels per 
se, so that such panels may be again incorporated 
in a display background made according to my 
invention. , ' 

It is a further object of my invention to pro 
vide a display background of the type referred 
to in the two preceding objects, wherein the 
panels are secured to each other by a metallic. 
connecting member having channels to embrace 
the edges of adjacent panels and wherein said 
channels are provided with reentrant buttons or 
dimples to secure the panels in position. 

It is a. further object of my invention to pro 
vide a display background of the character de— 
scribed, wherein the panels are secured to each 
other by a metallic connecting member having 
channels hinged-to each other so that the panels 
in their assembled condition may be arranged 
at any desired angle with respect to each other. 
Further objects and advantages relating to 

simplicity in construction and economies in man 
ufacturing will appear from the following de 
scription and drawing, wherein: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view showing a dis 

play background constructed according to my in 
vention; . 

Figure 2 is a plan view of the display back 
ground shown in Figure 1; 

Figure 3 is an enlarged sectional view taken 
along the line 3-3 of Figure 1; 
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Figure 4 is an enlarged plan view taken- at the . 
line 4-4 of Figure 1; _ . 

Figure 5 is an enlarged sectional view taken 
along the line 5-——5 of Figure 1; 

, Figure 6 is a perspective view with parts bro-H 
ken away showing ‘the connector element and 
panels of Figure 3; and 

Figure 7 is a sectional‘ view showing a modi-.v 
?ed form of hinge assembly constructed accord 
ing to my invention. 

Although display backgrounds made in ac-; 
cordance with the teachings‘ of my patent ref 1 
ferred to are Well suited to many display back 
ground uses, I have found that for certain in- ,> . 
stallations and for certain methods of ‘use, it is 
desirable that the panels which make up the dis. 
play backgroundshould be removable from the 
background assembly without tearing or dam 
aging the panel. It will be appreciated that the 
sharp prongs disclosed in my patent referred to 
above will tend to gouge into and tear the panel 
when the panel is withdrawn from the channel...-v 
Accordingto my present invention, I prefer‘, 

to employ a series of buttons or dimples in the 
,.metallic connector element channels to secure ' I 
the panels in their assembledposition. I have ‘I 
found that such buttons or dimples may utilize 
the inherent resilience of the metal channel it 
self, and that the buttons or dimples will form 
a recess or groove in the panel and retain the 
panel securely in position without damage to the 
panel upon withdrawal. 
An advantage flowing from the use of buttons 

or dimples, ‘as distinguished from the sharp 
'- prongs of the patent construction, is that the 
panels once used in a display assembly in one 
location, maybe removed from the assembly and 
reassembled at a diii‘erent location. For in-_ 
stance, a chain of stores may desire the sequen 
tial use of a single display background, and such . 
display background if made according to the in 
vention of this-application maybe assembled ?rst . 
in one store, dismantled, and thereafter easily 
and effectively reassembled insequen-ce in the . >7 
various stores of the chain. 
The present invention permitsthe use of rela 

tively soft material for the 

whereas,- the use of sharpprongs, as disclosed’in 
my patented construction, would tend to damage “ 
such soft materials upon the removal of the panel 
from the channel. - a i ‘ 

To promote greater ?exibility in the arrange- , 
ment of- a display background, I have provided a ' 
connector element having buttons or dimples as 

panels, such as'lfor ' 
instance, corrugated cardboard and ‘the like; . 



25* 
above described, with a hinge unit between the 
channels of the connector element. The pro 
vision of the hinged connector element permits 
a dealer to swing the sections of the display 
background at any desired angle with respect to 
each other, so as to quickly and easily ?t the dis 
play background to the proportions or contour of 
the dealer’s store. 
Referring particularly to the drawing, I have 

illustrated a display background comprising a 
series of panels 8‘ to l4, inclusive; which panels 
are secured to each other by metal connecting 
columns. 
as a background for the display of arefrigerator, 
and the panels of the background are arranged 
at an angle with respect to each other. so as to 
lend stability to the entire assembly. , _ 
The panel 8 is arranged at 90‘ degreeswith're 

spect to the panel 9 and is secured in this posi 
tion by means of a connector element 20 which 
carries at each of its vertical ‘edges a channel 
adapted to embrace the adjacent’p’anel sections. 
The channel may be inexpensively formed by spot 
welding an offset portion 2| to the body of the 
connector 20 and the members 2| are turned out 
wardly as at 22 to provide a lip to facilitate in 
sertion of the panels. The portions 2| are also 
provided with a series of spaced, reentrant 
buttons or dimples 23 which are pressed into the 
material of the panel by the, resilience inherent 
in the metal of the member 2|. The last de 
scribed condition presupposes a proportioning be 
tween the thickness of the panel and the channel 
so that the material of the panel is depressed by, 
the button 23 as the panel is forced into the 
channel. , ' ‘ 

The panel 9 is secured to the next adjacent 
panel In by means of a hinged connecting column 
25, which comprises a pair of oppositely disposed 
metal channels 26 and 21 which are spot welded 
as indicated in Figure 3 to the leaves of a hinge 
element 28 extending the full length of the chan-' 
nels 26 and 27. The channels of the hinged con 

' necting element 25 are preferably provided with 
_ lips 29 and with reentrant buttons or dimples 29a 
in the manner and for the purposes described in 
connection with the element 20. 

It will be observed by reference to Figures 1, 3 
and 6, that the panels 9 and l 0 may be arranged 
coplanar with each other or at any desired angle 
up to 180 degrees. The central panel II is pref 
erably secured to the panels l0 and I2 at each 
end thereof by means of connector column 30 so 
as to dispose the panels H1 and I2 at about 135 
degrees from the panel II. The connector col 
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umn 30 is constructed and arranged similar to ~ 
the column 20, the main difference between the 
connecting column 30 and the connecting column 
20 being in the angle at which the body of the 
connector column is disposed. 
On the right hand side of the display back 

ground assembly, I'have shown a second type of 
hinged connecting column wherein the pintle of 
the hinge is on the forward side of the display 
background so that the adjacent panels l2 and 
I3 may approach each other at an angle less than 
180 degrees at the interior of the display back 
ground. 

It will be understood by reference to Figure 3 
that the hinged connecting column shown in 
Figure 3 will not permit the panels 9 and ID to 
be swung toward each other beyond a coplanar 
position, whereas the hinged connecting element 
35, as shown in detailin Figure 4, permits the 
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panels to be swung beyond a coplanar position. 
The hinged construction of connecting element 
35 presents an advantage in arranging a display 
background such as shown in Figure 1, wherein 
it is desired to have the panels arranged with re 
spect to each other at the interior of the display 
at an angle of less than 180 degrees. 
The right hand panel indicated at M is pref 

erably secured to the panel l3 by a connector col 
umn 20 such as shown and described in connec 
tion with the securement of panels 8 and 9. 
For certain installations or for reasons of 

economy, it may be desirable to form the hinging . 
portions of a hinge connector assembly out of 
the metal stock rather than use a separate hinge 
spot welded to the channels as in the preferred 
embodiment. I have illustrated in Figure 'I a 
form of hinge assembly wherein the pivoting or 
hinging elements are formed from the stock 
which forms a side wall of the panel-gripping 
channel. A sheet metal element 40 is provided 
along its edge remote from the panel with a curl . 
or head 42 and the metal element 43 is provided 
with a curl or bead 45 having a curvature similar 
to the curl or bead 42. The element 43 is pro: 
vided with‘an offset, panel-gripping portion 44v 
and the element 40 is similarly provided with a 
portion 4| to grip the panel 48. It will be under 
stood that the two panel and channel assemblies 
may be connected to each other by sliding the 
curl or bead 45 longitudinally through the open 
end of the curl or bead 42 and that the comple- H 
mentary curved portions permit a hinging of the 
panel 41 with respect to the panel 48. __ ‘ 
Although I have shown and described one form 

of my invention in considerable detail, it will be’ 
appreciated that numerous modi?cations may be 
made therein and therefore my invention is not 
to be limited to the particular structure shown 
and described, but that the scope of my inven-_ 
tion should be de?ned by the appended claims. . 
Having thus described my invention, what I‘ 

claim is: ' / . . 

1. A display background comprising a series of 
panels arranged in edge-to-edge relation, means 
to secure said panels to each other along adjacent 
Vertical edges and provide angular adjustment of 
one panel with respect to the next adjacent.’ 
panel, comprising a pair of spaced, resilient U 
shaped channels to engage and overlap the ver-, 
tical edge portions of adjacent panels, said chan 
nels provided with a vertical series of spaced, re- ‘ ' 
entrant portions to secure the panel within the 
channel and a hinge having‘ two'leaves, one leaf 
being secured to the bight portion of one panel 
and the other leaf being secured to the bight. 
portion of the other panel. , 

2. In a display background device comprising . 
a series of vertical panels arranged in edge-to 
edge~ relation, means to secure one panel to the 
next adjacent panel, comprising a pair of resil-. 
ient sheet-metal, vertically-disposed, U-shaped f 
channels arranged in back-to-back relation with 
the open portion of each of the channels em-' 
bracing and holding a panel edge, a continuous,. 
vertical, metallic hinge member having “one leaf I 
thereof spot welded to the bight portion of. one 
channel and another leaf‘, thereof spot welded to ‘ 
the bight portion of the other channel, whereby 
the channels with the panels held‘ therein may‘ 
be arranged at an angle with respect to each ' 
other. I 
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