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This invention relates to a device for extracting 
comedones, or what are commonly known as 
blackheads, from the skin, and the main object 
of the invention is to provide a simple, inexpen 
sive and e?icient construction of device by‘ which 
blackheads may be easily, quickly and painlessly 
extracted. 6 

‘A further object of the invention is to provide 
a device of this character which‘ may be readily 
manipulated for extraction of blackheads with 
out injury to the skin and which is so constructed 
as to be easily kept in sanitary condition. 
The invention consists of the features of con 

struction, combination and arrangement of parts, 
hereinafter fully described and claimed, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawing, in 
which: ' 

Fig. l is a view in side elevation of a blackhead 
extractor constructed in accordance with my in 
vention. 

Fig. 2 is a vertical longitudinal section on line 
2—2 of Fig. 1 showing the parts as they appear 
in their normal position. 

Fig. 3 is a transverse section on line 3—3 of 
Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a transverse section on line 4-4 of 
Fig. 2. 

Figs. 5 and 6 are views similar to Fig. 2 show 
ing, respectively, an adjustment of the plunger 
for a cleaning operation and an adjustment of 
the plunger for a blackhead extracting operation. 

Fig. 7 is a plan view of the cylinder member 
of the extractor. 
In carrying my invention into practice I pro 

vide an extractor of the character described com 
prising a body or cylinder formed of a body or 
cylinder member proper I and a cap member 2. 
The member I is provided at its forward end with 
a reduced portion forming an extracting tube 3 
which is in open communication at its rear end 
with the cylinder chamber 4. In rear of this 
cylinder chamber 4 the member I is provided 
with a slot 5 extending diametrically through the 
same from side to side thereof, and at its rear 
end the member I is provided with and termi 
nates in an externally threaded tubular boss or 
nipple 6. 
The cap member 2 is provided with a cylindri 

cal forward portion which is of the same external 
diameter as the body of the cylinder member I. 
This portion of the member 2 is formed with ‘an 
internally threaded opening ‘I to’ receive and en 
gage the nipple, whereby the cylinder and cap 
members are detachably connected. In rear of 
this opening ‘I and communicating therewith is a 
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socket 8, also located in the cylindrical part of 
the cap member. The rear end of the cap mem 
ber is reduced and terminates in a knob or en 
largement 9, whereby it may be conveniently 
gripped and manipulated. _ ‘ ‘ , 

Mounted to slide in the cylinder member is a 
plunger comprising a plunger body I0, which ?ts 
and slides in the chamber 4 and a reduced plunger 
portion orstem I I which is ?tted to slide in the 
bore of the tube 3. A coiled spring I2 is dis 
posed in the forward portion of the chamber 4 
between the plunger body I0 and the front wall of 
said chamber and acts to hold the plunger nor 
mally retracted. Another spring I3 is arranged 
to bear at its forward end against the rear end of 
the plunger body and extends from the cylinder 
member I through the nipple 6 into the‘ socket 8 
of the member 2 and operates to hold the plunger 
pressed forwardly and to ' resist its rearward 
movement except to a predetermined degree 
under the action of the spring I2. The two 
springs operate in balancing relation to normally 
hold the plunger in the position shown in Fig. 2, 
in which the forward end of the plunger stem I I 
lies within and a short distance inwardly from 
the forward end of the tube 3, in which position 
such end of the plunger stem is enclosed and pro 
tected from injury or contamination by contact 
with extraneous objects. 

Fitted to slide upon the cylinder is a sleeve I4 
which is normally disposed in the position shown 
in Fig. 2 and covers the slot 5. This sleeve is pro 
vided with an annular bead or enlargement I5 
which is preferably milled or serrated and forms 
a ?nger-piece by means of which it may be moved 
longitudinally relative to the cylinder. This 
sleeve is held in position and connected with the 
plunger by means of a coupling pin I6 which 
passes through an opening in the plunger body 
and through the slot 5 and is movable backwardly 
and forwardly in the latter. Any ordinary type 
of coupling pin may be used which is engaged at ‘ 
its opposite ends with the sleeve in any suitable 
manner, but in the present instance I have shown 
the use of a screw having a threaded end engag 
ing the sleeve at one side and a headed end 
countersunk in the sleeve at the opposite side. 
The use of a coupling screw is preferred as it pro 
vides for the more ready and convenient coupling 
of the parts together and release of the sleeve and 
plunger by disengaging the screw in order to 
adapt the parts to be readily and conveniently 
assembled for use or disassembled for cleaning, 
repairs or other purposes. 
The normal position of the parts, as stated, is 



2 
that shown in Fig. 2, in which the plunger is in 
retracted position and with the forward end of 
the plunger stem lying within the tube 3. This 
normal arrangement of the parts adapts the 
plunger to be moved forwardly to project the 
plunger end, as shown in Fig. 5, for cleaning by 
simply moving the sliding sleeve forwardly or 
holding said sleeve stationary and exerting rear 
ward pressure on the knob 9 of the stem member 
2. This operation of projecting the plunger will 
clear the ‘forward .end of the tube 3 of- any foreign 
substances which may have accumulated therein 
and will expose the end of the plunger stem so 
that it may be cleaned before use and at other 
times to maintain it in a sanitary condition. 
Upon the release of the parts after such forward 
adjustment of the plunger the parts ‘will be re 
turned to normal position by the springs l2 and 
I3. In the use of the device for the extraction 
of a blackhead, the plunger may ?rst be pro 
jected, as shown in Fig. 5, and cleaned prepara 
tory to the extracting operation. The extractor 
.is then disposedso as to bring the forward end 
of the tube 3 over the blackhead and in contact 
with the skin about the same, whereupon the 
sliding sleeve is moved rearwardly to impart cor 
responding motion to the plunger, which will be 
adjusted to the position. shown in Fig. 6. In this 
operation the plunger stem “in its movement 
backward in the tube 3 creates a partial vacuum 
therein whereby theibacli'h'ead-is drawn out or 
extracted frornthe skin. After use the plunger 
may be projected to dislodge the blackhead from 
the tube and'the operation repeated for the ex 
traction of other blackheads. When all black 
heads are extracted the plunger may be project 
ed again and cleaned and the extractor stored 
away for future use. 
From the foregoing description, taken in con 

nection with‘ the drawings, the construction and 
mode of use of my improved blackhead extractor 
will be readilyunderstood without a further and 
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extended description, and it will be seen that the 
invention provides a device for the purpose which 
is simple of construction, ei?cient in action for 
the extraction of blackheads without injury to 
the skin, and which may be manufactured and 
sold at a comparatively low cost. While the 
structure disclosed is preferred it will, of course, 
be understood that changes in the construction, 
form and arrangement of the parts may be made 
within the scopeof the, appended claims without 
departing from the spirit or sacri?cing any of 
the advantages of the invention. 
What I claim is: 
1. 'A device for extracting blackheads from the 

skin comprising a cylinder having a suction tube 
at one end thereof, a plunger movable in said 
tube, said plunger having an outer end portion 
normally lying a distance inwardly from the 
outer end of the tube and said plunger being mov 
able forwardly to project its end beyond the out 
er'end of the tube and being movable rearwardly 
to form a vacuum in the tube, and spring means 
for maintaining the plunger in its normal posi 
tion and retracting it after being projected for 
wardly. 

2. A device for extracting blackheads from the 
skin comprising a cylinder having a suction tube 
at one end thereof, a plunger movable in said 
tube, said plunger having an outer end portion 
normally lying a distance inwardly from the out 
er end of the tube and said plunger being movable 
forwardly to project its end beyond the outer end 
of the tube and being movable rearwardly to 
form a vacuum in the tube, a spring in the cylin 
der between the cylinder and plunger when 
moved backwardly to normal position, a spring 
in the cylinder between the cylinder and plunger 
for returning the plunger when projected for 
wardly back to normal position, and means for 
moving the plunger forwardly or backwardly. 

FRANK W. BENTON. 


