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INSULATING JOINT FOR ELECTRIC CABLE 
SHEATHS AND METHOD OF MAKING 
SAME 

Ward F. Davidson, Port Washington, N. Y., and 
Earl R. Thomas, Palisades Park, N. J., assignors 
to Consolidated Edison Company of New York, 
Inc., `New York, N. Y., a corporation of New 
York 

Application July 24, 1940, Serial No. 347,168 

(cum-ss) 10 Claims. 

This invention relates to insulated joints for 
electrical conductors and is particularly adapted 
4for use in forming joints for isolating electrically, 
succeeding sections of cable sheaths, although 
various features of the invention are adaptable 
to other electrical insulating purposes. Y 
In order to reduce power losses due to stray 

currents in metallic cable sheaths, heretofore it . 
has been the practice to divide thevsh'eaths into 
sections insulated from each other. as by cutting 

» out a narrow band of the sheath and thereafter 
protecting and insulating the cable at this area 
by means of cements and tapes. However such 
a method does ‘not provide an insulating joint 
which will be durable and wholly dependable 
over any long period of time landis not adapted 
for use on cables operating under oil pressures 
greater than about 15 lbs. per square inch, for 
example. 'There are also manufactured prod 
ucts consisting of mechanical assemblies incor 
porating gaskets, porcelain insulators, etc., in 
tended to accomplish similar results, but these 
are not adaptable` for sectionalizing the sheaths 
oicablesiwhich have already been installed and 
are in use'. There are at present many electrical 

' power cables, in use, the current-carrying capaci 
ty of which could be greatly increased if the 
metallic cable sheath could be suitably section 
alized with insulated joints `While leaving the 
cable in use. i' ' * , 

According to the present invention, an exceed 
ingly durable and relatively inexpensive, insulat 
ed joint of great mechanical strength may 'oe 
provided for sectionalizing cable sheaths without 
breaking the continuity of the cable conductor 
and without otherwise disturbing the use of 
the cable; the improved joint also being adapted 
for cables operated under the highest oil pres“ 

_ sures ordinarily met with in electric power cables. 
According to one phase of the invention, the 

insulating material used for forming or enclos 
ing the joint comprises styrene or an equivalent 
material, polymerized `as a hard, tough, sleeve 
like member formed in situ and embracing and 
bonded to the adjacent ends of the cable sheath 
sections. The use of styrene for this purpose in 
volves a. number of diiiicult problems which the 
present invention overcomes in various ways 
hereinafter described._ ' 

Various further and 4more specific objects, fea 
tures and advantages of the invention will more 
clearly appear from the detailed description giv 
en below taken in connection with the accom 
panying drawings which form ̀ a 'part of this 
specification and illustrate merelyby way of ex 

10 

ample certain preferred forms of the invention. 
The invention consists in such novel features, 
arrangements, methods and combinations as may 
be hereinafter disclosed andyclairned. 

` In the drawings, Figs. 1-15 inclusive are rside* 
views partially broken away showing various suc 
cessive steps for forming an insulated joint be 
tween adjacent sections of the sheath o_f a so 

called single sheath electric power cable; Figs, 16 and. 17 are respectively longitudinal 

and transverse sectional views of the iinished 
ÍJoints; 

Figs. 18-21 inclusive illustrate various steps in 1 
forming the joint on a double sheath cable; and 

Fig. 22 is a perspective view of the linished 
joint made according to the steps illustrated in 

i Figs. 18-21. , 

Referring to Fig. 1, the lead sheath of a cable 
is shown at 25. At the area where the section 
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alizing joint is desired, the sheath is first scraped 
clean and the central portion of this area mayf 
be polished with abrasive paper. Then two pairs 
of split lead ñanges vas at 26, 21 are applied so as 
to embrace the sheath at spaced positions, and 
these flanges may be temporarily retained in 
such positions as by tacking same to a split 
wood spacer or spacer members as indicated at 
28. Thereupon “wiped” solder joints as at 29, 30 
may be formed between the cable ̀ sheath and the 
lead flanges in the manner shown in Fig. 1, 

A whereby the flanges are permanently secured 
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and; sealed in respect »to the sheath. Thereupon 
the wooden spacer blocks may be removed. 
As indicated in Fig. 2, the next step may com 

prise removal of a narrow band of the lead 
sheath», which may be cut away as at 3|, after 
which ìthe remaining edges at the ends of the 
sheath sections may be belled outwardly slightly 
/as shown at 32,33. » 

As shown in Fig. 3, the next step may com 
prise ñlling the space between the sheath ends 
32, 33 with a suitable insulating tape as _at 34, 
which may comprise for example, in the neigh 
borhood of a dozen layers of 3A inch silk tape. 
After making certain that the surfaces of the 

cable sheaths between the flanges 28 and 21 are 
polished and free of oil, the next step may com 
prise covering these portions and the area there 
between with a suitable adhesive insulating tape. 
as shown at 35. For this purpose, one may use 
for example numerous layers of so-called 3A inch 
Glyptal tape secured with a cement known com 
niercially as “GE 1276” or "GE 1201”1or an,v 
equivalent, between each layer.' y ' , 

AS shown in Fig. 5, areas 36, 31 at each end of 
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the taped area 35 may next be closely wound 
with wire, for example No. 14 copper wire, which 
should be tinned, inasmuch as tin will not inter 
act with the styrene mixture hereinafter de 
scribed, in case such mixture should come in 
contact with the wire. These strands of wire 
may be secured in position as by “spot” solder 
ing. As shown in Fig. 6, the space which has to 
be insulated, between the wired areas 36, 31 
may next be c_overed with a winding of cord 38, 
for example a good grade of chalk line cord. 
Thereafter as shown at Fig. 7, two or more 

layers of the Glyptal tape as at_39 secured with 
cement such as above mentioned, may be ap 
plied to cover the wire and cord windings. This 
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15 
tape should preferably be so wound that each  
turn overlaps one-half of the adjacent turn. 
Next, as shown in Fig. 8, the taped area 39 may 
be wholly covered with a winding of chalk line 
cord as at 40, whereupon the peripheral portions 
of the flanges 26, 21 may be “dressed” down as 
at 26', 21’ into contact with the cord winding 40. 
The steps thus far described serve to provide 

an effective annular insulated joint embracing 
and surrounding the spaced ends of the severed 
sleeve, such joint being suiilciently tight to pre 
vent any leakage of oil from within the cable even 
though the interior of the cable may be sub 
jected to oil pressures up to 40 lbs. Per square 
inch, for example, at least until the hard poly 
styrene plastic enclosure for the joint is formed 
as hereinafter described. It has been found pos 
sible to perform the sealing steps as above de 
scribed while the cable remains installed in use 
and without the loss of any substantial amount 
of the oil by seepage through the outer insulation 
coverings of the cable which are left uninter 
rupted just beneath the lead sheath. The seal 
as thus formed with the materials above speci 
ñed also does not deteriorate in the presence of 
oils of types customarily used for filling cables. 
Furthermore, the materials used in the seal are 
such that they may be subjected to the styrene 
mixture hereinafter speciñed without deteriora 
tion and without interfering with the desiredv 
properties of polystyrene or its polymerizing ac 
tion. x " . 

The area of the joint may now be enclosed in 
a split lead sleeve as at 4I, the central portions 
of which should be spaced substantially from 
the flange portions 2E', 21', and the end por 
tions of which are preferably gradually tapered 
-down as shown, to the diameter of the cable 
sheath 25. The sleeve 4| may be formed at its 
upper side with an opening 42 surrounded by al 
box-like structure 43 initially open at its top. 
The ends of the sleeve 4I may be permanently 
secured and sealed to the cable sheath as by 
solder “wipes” 44. 45. All of the seams of the`l 
enclosure 4|. 43 may be sealed by burning with 
lead or by soldering, and the various parts of 
this enclosing structure or mold are preferably 
formed of lead or tin, or the interior surfaces 
are coated with lead or tin, since these metals.v 
as distinguished from copper for example, will 
not interact with, or be affected by the styrene 
mixture hereinafter described. 
When the mold is completed as shown in Fig. 

l0, and after making certain that all interior 
metal surfaces within the mold are bright and 
free from oil and foreign matter, the mold may 
be filled with the styrene mixture. by pouring 
same into the open top of the box-like or reser 
voir portion 43 as shown. 
The tapered form of the mold 4i is Such as t0 
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avoid the formation of enclosed air spaces in 
the regions at the ends of the sleeve 4| and thus 
the formation of voids in the completed poly 
merized mass is avoided. The box-like portion 
or reservoir 43 serves to provide an excess of 
the styrene mixture to compensate for shrink 
age during the subsequent polymerizing action. 
After the enclosure is filled, a removable lead 
cover for the portion 43 may be provided as at 
4B and soldered in place around its periphery. 
This cover may be formed with a lead pipe test 
vent as at 41 normally kept sealed at its upper 
end as by solder, thus excluding moisture and 
preventing evaporation. Within the top of the 
mold the pressure remains substantially at at 
mospheric level, although higher or lower pres 
sures do not appear either beneficial or detri 
mental. . 

The styrene mixture above referred to may 
preferably comprise prepolymerized styrene 
formed by heating styrene, at its boiling point 
(145° C.) for a period suftlcient to cause its spe 
cinc gravity to rise from 0.906 preferably to about 
0.965, or from about 0.960 to 0.980 (at 22° C.). 
This period of boiling may require for example 
from one-half hour to one hour, as may be deter 
mined by trial tests of the specific gravity. Such 
prepolymerized styrene (after cooling) is prefer 
ably thoroughly mixed with a small amount of a 
suitable polymerization accelerator comprising 

, for example 0.5% (or from about 0.1 to 0.5%) 
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benzoyl peroxide and an appropriate small 
amount of a suitable plasticizer comprising for 
example 0.5% (or from about 0.5% to 2%) of 
dibutylphthalate. The accelerator as added 
should preferably be in the form of a dry pow 

` der, since its addition in the form of a solution 
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is undesirable in view of the fact that the ma 
terial is finally to be cured in a sealed mold from 
which any solvent could not escape but would 
interfere with the hardening of the plastic. The 
use of the plasticizer as a solvent for the accel 
erator was found to be undesirable because the 
benzoyl peroxide would be only partially soluble 
vin the amount of dibutylphthalate above speci 
fled. 
The above described prepolymerized styrene 

mixture with the accelerator and plasticizer 
should preferably be maintained at a temperature 
of no more than 2° C. during its storage and 
`transportation and it is recommended that the 
mixture shall not be stored for more than 'l 
days prior to its use, or stored at temperatures 
less than 2° during this period. Such mixture 
should preferably be kept in a tin coated con 
tainer or other suitable receptacle which will not 
interact with or otherwise alter the properties 

, of the material. Filling of the molds should pref 
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erably not be done in the presence of high hu 
midity or low temperatures. The molds, such as 
shown in Figs. 10, 11, should be capable of ex 
cluding moisture during the curing action. 
Mixtures such as above referred to and various 

possible alternative mixtures and methods of 
preparing and using same in the molding opera 
tion are more fully described and certain features 
relative thereto are claimed in the copending ap 
plication of Erich O. Meyer, Ser. No. 347,173, 
filed on even date herewith, and entitled “Poly 
styrene products and methods of making and 
using same.” ' 

The above described preferred mixture is 
syrup-like and thus easily poured and is particu 
larly adapted to polymerize into a hard, tough 
polystyrene plastic by keeping the same continu 
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-ously warm over a period of many days at a rela 
tively low temperature such as may be readily 
secured from the heat of the cable while in use, 
for instance temperatures in the neighborhood 
of from 30 to 40° C., maintained over a period 
of from 10 to 40 days for example; During this 
time the liquid composition first gradually thick 
ens and becomes a soft gel, say in four or ñve 
days. Then during the next two or three days 
it forms a hard gel. After about ten days of 
curing under these conditions, a tough plastic 
is formed and by about 25 days, Rockwell hard 
ness tests indicate a very hard» plastic, and the 
hardness is further increased during the next l0 
or 15 days of the treatment. However, with the 

„ mixture above specified, under some conditions, 
the .temperature may vary from say 15° C. (in 
case the current is shut off) up to as much as 

' 70° (as‘when the cable is operating at a high 
load) , while still obtaining a tough, hard plastic 
-tenaciously adhering to the lead sheaths. With 
the higher temperatures, the product hardens 
in correspondingly shorter times, but if the highì` 
er temperatures are maintained too long during 
polymerization, the product tends to be some 
what brittle' or less tough. For example, with 
thisV prepolymerized mixture kept at about 22° C., 
a hard plastic is formed in about 30 days, where 
as at temperatures of 40°"C. a hard plastic is 
formed in~ about l0 days. Of course, in many 
cases injury would occur to the cable insulation 
if substantially higher temperatures were at 
tempted at a cable sheath joint. . 
While the curing period may be 'shortened by 

using larger amounts of the accelerator than 
above specified, the product tends to b'e exces 
sively brittle, and may have air bubbles, as with 
the use of higher temperatures. 

Referring now again to Figs. 10-12, in order to 
efficiently and effectively make use of the heat 
of the cable in use, to secure a suitable polymer 
izing temperature which will be substantially 
constant over a period of days and uniform at 
various parts of the joint, the mold parts 4I and 
43 are preferably wrapped with heat insulation 
material. This may comprise for example a layer 
of wool 1 inch thick as at 48 (Fig. 12), two layers 
of asbestos listing as at 49 (Fig. 13), and one 
layer of paraffin cotton tape as at 50 (Fig. 14), 
all secured in place as by spaced wire bands 5| 
(Fig. 15). 
may also be used, such a-s for example a winding 
of string covered with a layer of aluminum foil 
followed by layers of cheese cloth, asbestos tape 
and parailin cotton tape. lThe proper amount 
and character of the insulation may be readily 
determined by trial and depends upon the poly 
merizing temperature range desired, the resist 
ance of the cable and the amount of current 
normally carried thereby in use. 
With the joint as shown Wrapped in Figs. 

12-15, on a cable in use with a normal load, and 
with the preferred prepolymerized styrene mix 
ture above specified, a temperature of about 
35-38° C. may be readily maintained in the mix 
ture and the mixture will become both hard and 
tough within about 14 days. In about 40 days 
or thereabouts for example, the heat insulation 
material may be safely removed, and the result 
ing mass will have a mechanical strength as 
shown by transverse bending, tests, equivalent to 
the maximum generally obtainable in plastic 
compositions. At the same time a substantial 
part of the central portion of the sleeve El, to 
gether with the reservoir 43, should be cut away 
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Other suitableY methods of insulation » 
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3 
so as to leave for example a finished insulation 
joint as shown in Figs. 16 and 17. As appears 
in Fig. 16, the end portions of the lead mold or 
sleeve 4l may be left as at 4|', and these will 
form annular bands sealed at one edge by the 
solder “wipes” to the cable sheath, and covering 
and protecting the thin edges of the plastic. 
The resulting hard plastic mass 52 will be sub 

stantially free of bubbles and so firmly bonded 
to the cable sheath and the flanges 26, 21 that 
any force tending to pull apart the cable sec 
tions will ordinarily tear the lead sheath about as 
soon as, or before the plastic joint gives way or 
parts from the cable sheath. Such firm bond 
ing of the insulation to the cable sheath is not 
only important from the mechanical standpoint, 
but also insures that there will be no leakage lof 
oil from the cable even after long periods of time 
and with high oil pressures. The firm bond to 
the lead cable sheath is apparently not only due 
to the inherent tenacity of the plastic as poly 
merized in situ on metals such as lead or tin, 
but also enhanced considerably by the gradual 
shrinkage of the mass into close embrace of the 
cable during the slow hardening. 
The resulting plastic mass is substantially 

transparent and thus the condition of the pre 
liminary oil seal at 40' may be easily inspected 
yat any time if desired and any imperfections 
in the joint or its bond to the cable sheaths will 
be apparent. 
When the mold is first removed, the surface 

of the plastic, except for the top area, may be 
slightly translucent or milky due possibly to a 
very slight effect of the lead on the styrene while 
still only partially polymerized, but the clear 
transparent mass may be easily revealed by rub 
bing the surface-with a small amount of a suit 
able polystyrene solvent. 
The plastic is not affected by oxygen, weak 

acids and alkalis, nor by water, or oils such as 
used in the cable. Sudden wide changes of tem 
perature as from -70° C. up to |60° C. have 
no apparent effect on the polystyrene mass, and 
the same may be subjected to temperatures up 

softening. The resistance of typical joints made 
according to the above described methods is very 
high, for example from 600 to 800 megohms. 
The plastic has particularly desirable insulating 
properties for the purpose, including a low di 
electric power factor. _ 
Some cables are provided with a double sheath, 

as for example an inner lead sheath as at 53 
(Fig. 19), separated by copper reinforcing tape as 
at 54 from an outer lead sheath as at 55. With 
such cables after first scraping the area of the 
desired joint, the first step as shown in Fig. 18 
may comprise removal of a band of the outer 
sheath at each of two places as at 56, 51. The re 
'sulting exposed areas may then be solder “wiped” 
as at 58, 59 (Fig. 19). Thereupon a central band 
of the outer sheath may be cut away as at 6D. 
Then portions of the outersheath as at 6|, 62 
may be belled outwardly to form flanges El', 62’ 
(Fig. 20) for serving purposes generally equiva 
lent to the lead ñange members 26, 21 herein 
above referred to. Next, the .copper reinforcing 
tape at the areas between the iianges 6I', B2' 
may be removed and a band of the inner lead 
sheath maybe cut away as at 63 to form a gap 
equivalent to that at 3| in the embodiment previ 
ously described. The edges at this gap may be 
belled outwardly >somewhat in the same manner 
as in the case of Fig. 2. Thereafter the same 
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steps as with the previously described embodi 
ment may be taken to form a seal as shown in 
Fig. 21, generally similar to that of Fig. 9. There 
after the polystyrene plastic'enclosure may be 
formed around the joint in substantially the 
same manner as above described, to provide a 
completed joint as shown in Fig. 22. ' 
The above described method of using the heat 

of the cable in use, for curing the prepolymerized 
styrene mixture to form a plastic, has a number 
of unique advantages overcoming dliilculties 
which would otherwise be encountered in using 
this class of insulating material for the purpose. 
For example, since it is advisable to cure the 
mixture in a sealed receptacle to exclude mois 
ture and prevent evaporation during the polymer 
izing action, it would be a diiiicult problem to 
uniformly and constantly heat all portions of 
the joint by externally applied heating means, 
especially since the joints are often located in 
places inconvenient of access, underground and 
elsewhere. And of course if external heating 
means for the sealed molds were used, for a large 
cable system, large numbers of the heating de 
vices would have to be purchased inasmuch as 
each device would have to remain installed -onr 
each joint for many days before it could be taken 
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away for reuse. Furthermore, all these heating y 
units in use would have to be inspected frequent 
ly to insure their proper operation, lest short 
circuits and overheating would injure or destroy 
the cable, or insuiliclent or irregular heating re 
sult in an unsatisfactory joint. On the other 
hand, if it were attempted to expedite the curing 
action by using higher temperatures or a greater 
percentage of the accelerator, then the resulting 
plastic mass will be too brittle to be of value for 
the desired purposes. Also with higher tempera 
tures dissolution of the Glyptal tape and corro 
sion of the lead sheath would occur. For exam 
ple, with a styrene mixture containing 3% ben 
zoyl peroxide surrounded by an electrically heat 
ed air bath maintained at about 55° C. for 20 
hours, examination of the resulting cast showed 
that it was largely solid, but brittle and capable 
of _being shattered when subjected to hammer 
blows, yet certain spots subjected to the cooling 
eiïect of inlet and outlet tubes had still not be 
come solidiñed. It is therefore apparent that a 
suiiiciently reliable and uniform constant source 
of external heat would be diiiicult to maintain in 
the ñeld even for a period such as 20 hours. 
The use of heat insulation such as shown in 

Figs. 12-15 for example for completely surround 
ing the joint and mold, not only insures reten 
tion of suilicient heat from the heat of the cur 
rent-carrying cable to give the desired polymer 
izing temperature, but also prevents the outer 
portions of the plastic from being subjected to 
temperature changes due to changing weather 
conditions and insures that all portions of the 
plastic mass will be heated substantially uni 
formly and thus thoroughly and uniformly 
polymerized during the predetermined curing 
period. ’ 

It is preferable that the reservoir portion 43 
of the mold be included within the heat insu 
lation enclosure. Otherwise during the curing 
period the heavier polymers would settle on the 
bottom of the mold and the monostyrene would 
accumulate at the top in the reservoir and the 
presence of the liquidV monostyrene in the cold 
reservoir would have a cooling and dissolving ef 
fect on the partially polymerized plastic mass at 
the top of the mold. 
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The use of styrene which has been prepoly 

merized before it is poured into the molds, has 
a number of advantages. It is an important fac 
tor in shorteningthe actual time required to ob 
tain a completely polymerized cast on the cable 
sheath. That is, a substantial part of the pol 
ymerizing action may be quickly accomplished 
at the boiling temperature, before bringing the 
styrene into the presence of the cable. Further 
more, it appears that styrene or polystyrene 
benzoyl peroxide mixtures have a critical tem 
perature at which the polymerization action be 
comes so exothermic and vigorous that the so 
lution boils and foams. This is caused by a pro 
nounced development of gas in the liquid. The 
possibility of the occurrence of such foaming in 
the molds at the cable joints is eliminated by 
using the prepolymerized mixture above speciiied 
with the mold temperature maintained merely 
by the heat of the cable. It has also been ob 
served that monostyrene has a detrimental effect 
on various organic materials such as used in mak 
ing the oil seal at the joint. However, by using 
the prepolymerized styrene, materials may be 
more readily selected for the oil seal, as to which 
the polymer is substantially inactive. Also by 
prepolymerizlng the styrene, especially when fol 
lowing this by a long period of slow curing at 
relatively low temperatures such as obtainable 
from the cable heat, a product substantially free 
from bubbles is assured. That is, gases evolved 
during the prepolymerization at boiling tempera 
tures have an opportunity to escape before the 
liquid is poured in the molds and gases formed 
during the curingV of the materialin the molds, 
have opportunity to rise to the top of the mold 

'f While the slowly cured mass is still liquid. 
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While the invention has been described in de 
tail with respect to particular preferred exam 
ples, it will be understood by those skilled in 
the art after understanding the invention that 
various changes and modifications may be made 
without departing from the spirit and scope of 
the invention, and it is intended/therefore in the 
appended claims to cover all such changes and 
modiñcations. 
What is claimed as new and desired to be se 

cured by Letters Patent is: 
1. In combination with a metal sheathed elec 

trical cable, insulating means for sealing and 
bonding with respect to each other, the spaced 
apart ends of two succeeding sections of the cable 
sheath, comprising a hard, tough homogeneous 
mass of substantially _bubble-free polystyrene 
forming a sleeve-like member extending over and 
embracing» said ends and tenaciously _bonded 
thereto ‘by polymerization thereon andl by con 
sequent shrinkage thereon. 

2. In combination with a metal sheathed elec 
trical cable containing oil under pressure, insu 
lating means for sealing with respect to each 
other the spaced-apart ends of two succeeding 
sections of the cable sheath, comprising wrap 
pings of insulating adhesive material closing the 
annular space between said ends for forming at 
least a temporarily effective oil seal therebetween, 
said wrappings beingformed of material eiîec 
tively resistant to the oil in the cable and to 
styrene which is at least partially polymerized, 
and a hard, tough mass of polystyrene forming a 
sleeve-like member embracing said wrappings 

‘ and said ends, said member being tenaciously 

75 

bonded to said ends by polymerization thereon. 
3. In combination, a substantially oil-tight in- 4 

sulation joint on the insulation of an oil-ñlled 
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cable, and a mass of hard, tough polymerized 
styrene exposed to visual inspection and enclos 
ing said joint and sealing ysame against access of 
moisture thereto, said mass being bonded to the 
cable by polymerization thereon and being free of 
voids and suillciently transparent that the condi 
tion of said joint may be inspected therethrough. 

4. In combination withA an oil-ñlled metal4~ 
sheathed cable, an insulating joint for sectional 
izing the sheath comprising, adhesive windings 
of insulating material eiïective for at least several 
days to seal the space between. sections of the 
metal sheath against seepage of oil therethrough, 
said windings being. formed of material non-ab 
sorptive of oil and eii‘ectively resistant to the ac 
tion of partially polymerized liquid styrene, annu 
lar retaining means embracing said windings, in 
cluding ñanged metallic members embracing the 
cable respectively at each side'of said space and 
soldered to the cable sheath sections, whereby the 

- ñanges of said members cover and retain the an 
nular edges of said windings, and a hard, tough, 
homogeneous mass of polystyrene forming a 
thick sleeve-like member enclosing said windings 
and flanged members, and also directly embrac 
ing and tenaciously bonded to portions of the 
sheath sections by polymerization thereon. 

5. The method of insulating and. sealing a joint 
area on an-insulated electrical conductor which 
comprises enclosing the area in a mold, illling the 
mold with a partially prepolymerized liquid sty 
rene composition including a small> amount of 
polymerization accelerator, and then lsubjecting 
the composition to temperatures between about 
15° C. and 50° C. to cause slow gradual polymer 
ization, a suilicient amount of’ said accelerator 
being used at the temperatures of the treatment. 
to cause the composition to gradually thicken 
and become a soft gel over a predetermined time 
suiiicient to permit the air bubbles formed there 
in to rise to the top of the mass and causing 
the composition during a further‘period of at 
least _several days to form into a hard gel and 
finally a solid tough shrunken mass tenaclously 
bonded to the joint area. 

6. The method of sealing and insulating from 
each other, the spaced-apart ends of two succeed 
ing sections of lead sheath on an electric power 
cable, which comprises enclosingvsaid ends in a 
mold, >the ends of which» mold respectively em 
brace the sheath sections, and the mid portion 
of which-mold is spacedY substantially from the 
sheathed cable, sealing the mold ends in respect 
to the sheath sections by solder .or the like. illling 
the mold with a partially prepolymerized liquid 
styrene composition, which is slowly polymerized 
by prolonged heating due to the current in the 
cable in service at normal working temperatures, 
into a hard homogeneous tough mass free of 
voids, sealing the mold and allowing same to 
remain before removal, while the cableis in ser 
vice, until such hard tough mass is so formed, and 
then removing at least an annular portion of the` 

mold. 
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7. The method of insulating and sealing a joint 
area on an insulated electrical power conductor, 
which comprises enclosing the area in a remov 
able mold, filling the mold with a partially poly 
merized vliquid styrene composition which is 
slowly polymerized by prolonged heating due to 
thev current in the cable in service at normal 
working temperatures, into a hard homogeneous 
tough mass free of voids, sealing the mold and 
allowing same to remain before removal, while the 
conductor is in service, until such hard tough 
mass is so formed. ' ' ' 

8. The method of insulating and sealing a joint 
area on an _insulated electrical power conductor, 
which comprises enclosing the area i'n a heat in 
sulated mold, ñlling the mold ,with a partially 
polymerized liquid styrene composition which is 
slowly polymerized by prolonged lheating due to 
the current in the cable in service 'at normal 
working temperatures, into a hard homogeneous 
tough mass free of voids` sealing the mold and 
allowing same to remain, while the conductor is 
in service, atleast until such hard tough mass is 
so formed. 

9. The method of insulating and sealing a joint 
area dn an insulated electrical conductor which 
comprises enclosing the area in a mold, providing 
close to the upper part of the mold a hollow space 
communicating with the space in the mold, filling 
the mold and said space with a partially pol'y 
merized styrene liquid composition gradually 
polymerizable by low temperature heating and 
with shrinkage into a hard tough plastic, the 
liquid in said space being suilicient to compensate 
for the shrinkage of the mass in the mold and 
said space being suihcient to accumulate the 
evolved gases Without formation of voids in the 
mass during hardening, sealing the mold, and 
treating the composition in the mold to poly 
merize same into a hard plastic by utilizing the 
heat normally produced by current flowing in the 
conductor. 

- 10. The method of dividing into insulated sec 
tions, the metal sheath of an oil iilled electric 
power cable in use. and of providing a substan 
tially permanent insulating seal for the ends of 
the resulting sections which comprises cutting 
away an annular band of the sheath, then apply 
ing windings oi’ insulating and adhesive material 
forming a substantially oil-tight seal eßective at 
least for many days, enclosing the windings in a 
mold, ñlling the mold with a partially polymer 
ized styrene liquid composition 'gradually poly 
merizable at the normal working temperatures 
of >the cable, into a hard, tough plastic free of 
voids, sealing the mold, utilizing the heat nor 
mally produced by current flowing’- in the cable 
within the mold to slowly polymerize the com 
position over a period of days, and after the 
plastic is formed, removing at least an annular 
portion of the mold. 
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