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This invention relates to electrical apparatus 
and more particularly to a rotor adapted for use 
in magneto generators and the like. 
One of the objects of the present invention is 

to provide a novel multi-polar \magneto rotor 
which is e?icient in operation and simple and 
rugged in construction. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a device of the above character which employs 
a single magnet block of regular shape which is 
adapted for economical production. 
A further object is to provide a novel multi 

polar magneto rotor having laminated pole shoes, 
the parts of said rotor being assembled and se 
cured togetherin a novel manner. 
A still further object is to provide a magneto 

rotor that adapts itself to the use of pole shoes 
in a very efficient manner. 

Still another object is to provide a magneto 
rotor wherein novel means are provided for se 
curing the magnetic flux producing elements of 
the rotor on a rotatable shaft. 
The above and further objects and novel fea 

tures of the invention will more fully appear 
from the following detailed description when the 
same is read in connection with the accompany 
ing drawings. It. is to be expressly understood, 
however, that the drawings are for the purpose 
of illustration only and are not intended as a 
definition of the limits of the invention, reference 
for this latter purpose being had primarily to 
the appended claims. 
In the drawings wherein like reference char 

acters refer to like part throughout the several 
views, ' 

Fig. 1 ‘is a side elevation partly in section and 
with parts broken away of one form of rotor em-_ 
bodying the present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a transverse section .taken substan 
tially on line 2—2 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a detail side elevation partly in sec 
tion and with parts broken away of one end of 
the rotor shown in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 4 is a transverse section showing a modi 
?cation of the magnet and laminated pole shoes; 

Fig. 5 is an. isometric view showing a modi?ed 
form of the rotor with parts thereof in ex 
panded relation; and, _ 

Fig. 6 is a transverse sectionof a modi?ed form 
of the rotor shown in Fig. 5. 

In the embodiment illustrated in Figs. 1 to 3, 
by way of example, the novel rotor compre 
hended by the present invention is mounted on a 
shaft l0 which is preferably hollowed out and is 
comprised of any suitable non-magnetic mate 
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rial. Said shaft may be splined as at H to pro 
vide a driving connection with a suitable prime 
mover (not shown) and is provided with a smooth 
bearing surface at l2 whereby the shaft may be 
rotatably journalled in a magneto casingor the 
like. 

' Shaft l0 has a collar l4 formed integrally 
therewith and a reduced portion |5 adjacent 
bearing surface l2, said reduced portion having 
one or more ?at surfaces It; for a purpose to 
hereinafter appear. The remainder of said shaft 
comprises a further reduced portion l1 and a 
threaded portion I8. A stub shaft or cam car 
rier I9 may extend into the hollow end portion 
I8 and be secured therein by a pin 20 that passes 
through the 'stub shaft and the threaded portion 
of shaft Ill. 
The rotor parts are assembled and secured to 

gether and to shaft ID in a novel manner which 
insures. efficient operation, economical produc 
tion and long life. In the form shown in Fig. l, 
the magnetic ?eld producing elements of the 
rotor are novelly secured together by means in 
cluding a pair of non-magnetic end plates or 
members 2| and 22 the former of which has a 
hub portion 23 with a central bore that conforms 
to the ?at face portion |5, N3 of shaft l0. Mem 
ber 2| is thus constrained to rotate with said 
shaft and is held against axial movement in one 
direction, i. e. to the left, as viewed in Fig. l, 
by collar l4. End member 22 is formed as a 
ring having an internal diameter somewhat 
greater than the diameter of shaft portion l8 
and an external diameter similar to that of 
member 2|. End members 2| and 22 may be 
made of any suitable non-magnetic material such 
as brass or aluminum, for example. 
Between said end members and surrounding 

cylindrical portion |'! of shaft I0 is a symmetrical 
vdisk or block 24 of magnetic materal, such as 
nickel aluminum. _The bore through block 24 
is slightly larger than shaft portion I1 and the 
outer periphery is machined to provide a plu 
rality of radially extending projections 25, four 1 
such projections being shown in the embodi 
ments illustrated. Block 24 is so magnetized 
thatv adjacent projections 25 become magnetic 
poles of opposite polarity as indicated by the 
letters N and S which represent north and 
south magnetic poles respectively. 
Magnet 24 is centered about shaft l0 and the 

ef?ciency thereof is materially enhanced by a 
plurality of laminated pole shoes secured between 
plates 2| and 22 and engaging the poles 25 of 
the magnet. In the form shown each of said pole 
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shoes is constituted by a plurality of thin lami 
nations 26 of highly permeable material such 
as soft iron, for example. Said laminations, in 
the embodiment of Fig. 2, have the inner edges 
thereof slotted for receiving tongue portions 25a 
of poles 25 and have aligned openings through 
which securing bars or rods 21 extend. The ends 
of rods 21 pass through end plates 2| and 22 and 
are peened over against the latter tov securely 
hold the parts 2!, 22, 2B and 24 together as a 
unit. 

Preferably one or more annular supporting 
rings or laminations 26a of non-magnetic mate 
rial, such as stainless steel, are interspersed with 
the laminations of pole shoes 26 for the purpose 
of enhancing the strength and relieving the soft 
iron laminations of the pole shoes of the burden 
of supporting the entire weight of magnet 24. 
It will be noted that the outer edges of lamina 
26 and 26a are arcuateand concentric with shaft 
i0. ‘ 

The above described unit comprising end plates 
2| and 22 may be readily and inexpensively. as 
sembled and mounted on shaft l0. As heretofore 
pointed out said unit is held against movement 
toward the left, as viewed in Fig. 1, by collar 
14 and novel means are provided for holding the 
same against axial movement in the other direc 
tion. As illustrated, said means comprise a lock 
nut or retaining member 28‘ threaded onto the 
portion l8 of shaft H]. An axially extending por 
tion 29 of said nut has a close sliding ?t with 
the inner periphery of end plate 22 and a radially 
extending flange portion_30 of said nut engages 
the outer face of said end plate. 
provided with one or more axially extending 
openings which register with recesses in plate 22 
and receive locking pins 3|. When the latter are 
inserted to the positions illustrated in Figs. 1 and 
3, a portion of the ?ange 30 surrounding the 
openings therein is peened over as at 32 for hold 
ing pins 3| in place to secure nut 28 and plate 22 
together and prevent relative rotation there-be 
tween and between said‘ nut and shaft Hi. When 
thus locked together said nut and plate consti 
tute in effect a single retaining and supporting 
member. It will be noted that pin 20, which se 
cures stub shaft IS in‘ place, is also retained in 
position by nut 28. 
In the modi?cations shown in Fig. 4 the pro 

jecting north and south poles 25’ of magnet 24' 
terminate in arcuate surf-aces and the inner 
edges of pole shoe laminations v26' are corre 
spondingly shaped. If desired, the periphery of 
magnet 24' may be perfectly cylindrical. 

In the modi?cations shown' in Figs. 5 and 6 
the projecting poles 25" of magnet 24" are simi 
lar to poles 25 of Fig. 2 but without the tongue 
or rib portions 25a. The pole shoe lamina 26" 
may be provided with circumferentially extend 
ing tongues 33, as shown in Fig. 6, which ap 
proach one another and serve as a ?ux path be 
tween the pole shoes of the rotor. Tongues 33 are 
e?ective to more nearly close the magnetic cir 
cuit between the poles of magnet 24” and ac 
cordingly allow the magnet to retain a larger 
initial quantity of magnetic flux which, in turn, 
is capable of generating a larger primary cur 
rent at low speed. The low speedloutput of the 
magneto is thus materially increased. When 
the rotor is operated at high speed, tongues 33, 
limit the maximum breaking current due to their 
flux shunting effect which increases in propor-v 
tion to increases in speed and counter-electro 
magnetic force. Wear of the contact points of 

Flange 30 is . 
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2,255,477 
the magnetos, in connection with which the rotor 
is employed, is accordingly materially reduced as 
are also losses occasioned by stray ?ux. The 
laminations of the pole shoes shown in Figs. 2, 4 
and 5 may also be provided with similar circum 
ferentially extending portions or tongues if de 
sired. Novel means are also provided for use 
in combination with rotors employing tongues 33, 
to prevent. the accumulation of foreign matter, 
such as metal shavings, in the axially extending 
channels 34 formed by said tongues and magnet 
24". In the form shown, said means are con 
stituted by elongated elements 35 which ?t into 
said channels and are preferably provided with 
ribs 36 that extend into and ?ll the space be 
tween adjacent ends of said tongues. _ 
35, 36 may be made of any suitable substance 
such as felt, rubber or like materials. 
\ There is thus provided a sturdy, durable rotor 
adapted for use in magneto generators the parts 
of which rotor may all be readily and inexpen 
sively machined or stamped out and quickly as 

' sembled without the exercise of any special skill. 
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The rotor is also adapted to be readily disassem 
bled for inspection, cleaning or repair. The novel 
construction of the rotor provided by the present 
invention also assures efficient operation. 
Although only a limited number of embodi 

ments have been illustrated and described, it is 
to be expressly understood that the invention is 
not limited thereto. Various changes in the 
design and arrangement of parts illustrated will 
now be apparent to those skilled in the art and 
may be made without departing from the spirit 
and scope of the invention. 
of the limits of the invention reference is had 
primarily ‘to the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a magnetic rotor, a metallic block having 

a plurality of projections about the periphery 
thereof, said block being permanently magnetized 
so that adjacent projections thereof are mag 
netic poles of opposite polarity, a pole shoe on 
each of said projections; each of said shoes hav 
inga peripherally extending tongue portion of 
gradually diminishing thickness on both sides 
thereof spaced from_ said block, the adjacent 
tongue portions of adjacent shoes closely ap 
proaching each other, and a yieldable material 
'in the space between adjacent tongue portions 
and said block, said material covering the gap 
between the adjacent ends of said adjacent 
tongue portions. . ' 

2. In a magnetic rotor, a permanently mag 
netized metallic block having circumferentially 
disposed magnetic poles, adjacent magnetic poles 
being of opposite polarity, a pole shoe contact 
ing said block at each of said magnetic poles, 
means for securing said pole shoes in position on 
said block, each of said shoes having periph 
erally extending tongue portions on two sides 
thereof spaced from said block, the ends of said 
tongue portions being relatively thin in a radial 
direction and the ends of adjacent tongue por 
tions of adjacent shoes being relatively close to 
each other, and a yieldable non-magnetic ma 
terial at least partially ?lling the spaces between 
said tongue portions and said block. - 

3. In a magnetic rotor, a permanent magnet 
having circumferentially disposed magnetic poles, 
a pole shoe on said magnet at each of said poles, 
means for securing said pole shoes in position 
on said magnet, each of said pole shoes having 
peripherally extending tongue portions on o‘ - 
posed sides- thereof spaced from said magnet, and 

Elements 
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a yieldable rubber composition at least partially 
?lling the spaces between said tongue portions 
and said magnet. ' 

4. In a magnetic rotor, a permanent magnet, 
a pole shoe on said magnet at each of its mag 
netic poles, means for securing said pole shoes 
in position on said magnet, each of said pole 
shoes‘ having peripherally extending tongue por- , 
tions on opposed ,sides thereof spaced from said 

5 

magnet, the adjacent tongue portions or adja 
cent shoes closely approaching each other, and 
a resilient non-conducting material, such as rub- ' 
her, at least partially filling the spaces between 
said tongue portions and said magnet and ex— 
tending across the gap between the adjacent ends 
01' said adjacent tongue portions. 

TULLIO TOGNOLA. 


