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This invention relates to window cornices,‘ 
which are articles often used in association with‘ 
curtain ?xtures to cover and conceal the rods, 
hooks‘ or hems by which curtains and drapes 
are suspended in front of Windows, and, in 
general, to lend an ornamental effect to the upper 
portion of the curtains or drapes. 
One object of the present invention has been 

to- provide a strong and rigid cornice structure: 
of?‘ ample, depth to effectively conceal the» rods‘ 
and brackets from which the curtains or drapes 
are hung, and which may be made to a ?xed 
length, or adjustable to-longer or shorter lengths 
to ?t windows of varying widths, and with a 
minimum of trouble to adjust the ornamental 
elements of the cornice to such variations in 
the length of the latter. 

rI’hese window cornices are usually equipped‘ 
with a- frame structure and panels mounted in 
or on frame structure which carries the orna 
mentation. In some-cases this panel ispainted or 
colored to match the curtains or drapes; and in 
others it- is associated with an ornamental grill 
as a backing for the latter. Another object of‘ 
thelinventionhasbeen to provide a structure'for‘ 
affording the ornamental effect which can be‘ 
very easily changed to match drapes having 
different patterns or designs, and to this end 
the cornice of the present application includes 
a strip of‘ cloth‘ to match the drapes mounted‘ 
in‘ the frame, and preferably mounted on a thin‘ 
panel of a flexible sheet material which‘ ex-' 
tends the full length of the frame and readily 
conforms to the-curved portions of thelatter. 

Av further object of- the invention has been- to 
provide; in‘ association with such panel and‘ its‘ 
cloth covering», an improved backing therefor 
which shall also serve as a spacer for the upper 
and lower‘ members of‘the frame‘ andmaintain“ 
saidimembers in perfect parallelism. A still fur 
ther object of the invention‘has been to provide‘ 
in-association with a cornice of the character de 
scribed, means by which a rod for supporting 
the drapes may be mounted and supported; di 
rectly on the. rearwardlyr directed, arms..of‘the 
cornice itself. 

' Still other objectsand attendantladvantages 
of; the invention will be; apparent to persons Pia-‘ 
milian with curtain ?xturesyandi other window 
trimmings from‘ the‘ follovring'deta‘iled descrip~v 
tion, taken in connection with the accompany-l 
ing drawing; wherein'l have. illustrated; a prac 
tical and preferred'=. embodiment of‘ the: invent‘ 
tion; andL in which 
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Fig‘. 1‘ is-a perspective elevati'onof my" im 
proved? window cornice; showing“ also‘ a portion‘ 
of: a- pair ‘of depending drapes. 

Fig; 2' is a- top~plan view of Fig. 1, including 
a» curtainrod located behind the‘ cornice and‘ 
supported’ on- the latter, for-suspending- a pair‘of' 
drapes. 

'Flg=. 3i is~a (rear elevation of‘ the cornice and” 
curtain rod? structure"- shown in Figs; 1 and 2. 

Fig; 4 is an enlarged verticalj sections-taken’ 
on the line 4—-4lof'Fig; 3. 

Fig’. 51i's-‘an‘ enlarged fragmentary‘ vertical sec 
t-i'cni taken on the: line 5“—-5 of Fig. 3. 

Fig.‘ 61- is ‘a- perspective view ‘of? part ‘ of~"a‘~cla:rnp= 
for attaching the upper‘a'nd‘ lower edges of’ the" 
spacers to» the‘ upper‘ and: lower- l‘ongitiidi‘n'alE 
rods of the frame- structure. _ 

Fig.- 7-‘ is an enlarged verticalg section taken’ 
on'the- line 15-15 of Fig‘. 2% 

Fig: 8~ is a perspective» elevation: of‘ the bracket 
preferably- employed ' for“ removably supporting" 
the cornice" on and spaced from the window’ 
frame; 

Referring)‘ to’ the‘! drawing; the“ frame‘ ofL the’ 
cornice comprises‘ upper“ and‘: lower parallel‘v rods’ 
designated'; as entireties‘ by HT and H1 respec'- 
tively', and upright-3 bars 'l-2l‘rivetedi to“ and‘ con} 
necting tlie=outenendso? rods IO-and‘l‘l. The 
rods 107- and I-‘li preferably, and‘ as herein shown, 
take therform- of the~welliknown “?at” curtain’ 
rods which are formed- with rearwardly- and in» 
wardly ‘extending- ?anges‘ I3‘ on their‘ upper: andg 
lowenedges'. The-‘cornice-ispreferablymadeer:L 
tensibl'elengthwise' tor?‘t windows‘ of varying‘ 
widths; and? for thlS’PllI‘DOSe‘théTO'd i0 is formed‘: 
with telescoping sections l-‘Pand- l5; and the rod 
H3 is similarly formed? with telescoping sections 
I8 and1 Hi rBheouter' end‘: portions'cf‘ the‘rod‘ 
sections» I4l'and‘» l5‘; areb'ent'rearwardly’as shown 
at I41‘ and I5’; and thetelescoping'se'ctions l6‘ 
and H? are‘ similarly” bentE rearwardl'y'asshown 
at‘ 164' and b1!“ forming- integral arms- for‘ sup‘ 
porting' the: comics- on suitable- brackets‘ t8“ 
attached; to the window frame. 
Lying between and extending the full‘ length" 

of! the frame rods 10‘ andi II; is a‘- thin' panelw I9 
of flexible» sheet‘? material; such‘ as oi1ed5card~ 
board; that; of" course; fits the‘ curvature of the‘ 
corner portions=ofthe1 frame, and forms‘ a‘sup 
port for a‘ cloth‘covering 20 that overlapsthe top 
and‘ bottom‘ edges andtherear side‘of the panel, 
the overlapping‘ portions being‘ united’ by' stitcha 

namental effect; thislclotli‘ covering i's-print'edi or‘ 
embroidered to‘ display: ?gures- indicated‘v at’ 22;‘ 
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that, as shown in Fig. 1, match the ?gures of 
the drapes 23. 
Behind the cloth covered panel are an inter 

mediate plate 24 and a pair of end plates 25», 
preferably of thin sheet metal, which serve the 
double function of backing the panel l3 and 
spacing the upper and lower frame rods l0 and 
H. The end plates conform to the curvature 
of the rounded corners of the cornice and ex 
tend the full length of the arms. The inter 
mediate plate 24, when applied, is a ?at rectan 
gular plate of a length considerably greater than 
the distance between the rods l0 and II. 
shown in Fig. 3, there is normally a considerable 
space between the inner ends of the end plates 
25 and the opposed ends of the intermediate plate 
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24, to afford a considerable range of adjustment ‘ 
of the length of the cornice. 
To give these plates the function of spacers 

for the rods 'Ill and H, the longitudinal edge 
portions of the plates are formed with ribs 26 best 
shown in Fig. 4; these ribs being conveniently 
created by die-pressing the metal of the plates 
inwardly. These ribs 26 bear on the free edges 
of the outer’ ?anges of the two rods, as shown in 
Fig. 4. The upper and lower edge portions of 
the plates 24 and 25 are removably secured to the 
frame rods l5 and H by means of clamps best 
shownin Figs. 5 and 6. Each clampv includes 
a rectangular strip 2‘! of-a size .to be entered 
within the rod with its upper and lower edges 
in slidable contact with the upper and lower 
?anges I3, vbut of a lengthrsuch that it cannot 
be turned within the rod. The strip 21 has a 
central hole 28, through which is driven a 
threaded stud29. To render the stud non-ro 
tatable in the strip 21, the shank of the stud is 
formed with a ring of teeth 30 of slightly larger 
diameter than the hole 28, sothat, as a stud 
is driven through the strip the teeth 3|! bite into 
the margin of the hole 728. As shown in Figs. 
4 and ‘5, the inner ?ange |3 of the rod bears 
against the adjacent longitudinal edge portion 
of the cloth covered panel I9; and the stud 29 
extends through a hole 3|. (Fig. 5) in the longi 
tudinalmargin ‘portion of each of the plates 24 
and 25, and a-wing nut 32 on the stud 29 when 
turnedup hard securely clamps the backing and 
spacing plate, the cloth covered panel and the 
frame rod together.’ A'single pair (upper and 
lower) of such clamps applied to each of the 
panel. backing and rod spacing plates 24 and 
25 is ampleto secure the rigidity of the cornice 
structure.- It will be observed that when the 
cornice is mounted these clamps are concealed 
and invisible from the front.' 

. As is indicated by dotted lines in Fig. 2, the 
intermediate backing and spacing plate 24 is 
slightly bowed or cambered longitudinally, and 
the clamps are applied at its longitudinal center. 
The result of this is that, when the clamps are 
tightened, the plate is ?attened, and this insures 
the engagement of the ribs 26 throughout their 
full length with the ?anges |3 of the frame rods 
H] and H. ' ‘ 
When it is desired to adjust the length of the 

cornice, this is easily effected by simply backing 
off’ the wing nuts 32, withdrawing the spacing 
plates 24 and 25, and the panel and its covering 
and then telescoping the two sections of the 
frame inwardly or outwardly. A newpanel'and 
cloth covering, both out to a length suitable to 
fit the adjusted frame are_then inserted, the 
plates“ and '25 are then replaced, and the nuts 
32 reapplied to and screwed‘ up on'the studs 29. 
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With a view to enabling both the cornice and 

the drapes to be removed by a single operation. 
I have, provided a drape supporting rod that is 
itself removably mounted on the inwardly di 
rected arms of the cornice structure. Describing 
this feature, on each of the upright frame bars 
|2 I mount an upstanding pin 33, best shown in 
Figs. 3 and '7. 34 designates a telescopic ?at 
curtain rod structurally identical with the cor 
nice rods H! and H, the rearwardly extending 
arms of which are formed with registering aper 
tures 35 in their upper and lower ?anges that 
fit down over the pins 33. This curtain rod 34 
is removably supported mid-length thereof by an 
angle bracket 36, most clearly shown in Fig. 4, 
that is spot-welded, riveted, or otherwise secured 
to the rear side of the backing plate 24. The 
two drapes 23 are suspended from the portions 
of the rod 34 lying on either side of the bracket 
36. By reason of this construction both the 
cornice and the drapes can be removed simulta» 
neously, or the rod 34 with the drapes hung 
therefrom may alone be removed. 

It remains to brie?y describe a preferred 'form 
of bracket for supporting the inner ends of the 
arms of the cornice on the window frame. This 
bracket 18 is shown in Fig. 8 and comprises a 
?at upright plate 31 having holes 38 for the ap 
plication of attaching screws. On the upper end 
of the plate 31 is a horizontal forward extension 
39 on which is mounted a vertical pin 40. On 
the lower end of the plate 31 is a somewhat longer 
horizontal extension 4| terminating at its for 
ward end in a downturned ?ange 42. The ex 
tension 4| has a fore and aft slot 43; and slidably 
mounted on the extension 4| is a plate 44 carrying 
a vertical pin 45, similar to the pin 40, extending 
through the slot 43. An adjusting screw 46 is 
rotatably mounted in a hole in, the ?ange 42 and 
has threaded engagement with a hole in a de 
pending lip 4'! on the front of the plate 44. 

Inserted in the ?attened free end portion of 
each of the cornice frame arms l4’, l5’, l6’ and 
I1’ and secured therein by a rivet 48, which also 
connects the bars l2 to the rods Ill and II, is 
the shank 49 of a sleeve 5|] of a size to slidably 
?t the bracket pins 43 and 45. In mounting the 
cornice on the brackets I8, these sleeves 50 are 
simply lowered onto the pins 40 and 45; and the 
front portion of the cornice can be then adjusted 
into a true vertical plane by simple manipulation 
of the adjusting screws 46. 
While I have herein illustrated a cornice struc 

ture of rectangular form, it is evident that the 
described structure may easily be embodied in a 
cornice of continuously curved or bowed form, as 
Well as in a non-adjustable cornice wherein the 
upper and lower frame members such as H] and 
H each consist of a single continuous rod. 
In other respects the details of structure and 

arrangement may be modi?ed as desired or re 
quired to meet particular conditions of different 
installations, Within the purview and spirit of 
the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A window cornice to conceal the upper ends 

of window drapes, comprising parallel upper and 
lower spa‘ced rods, spacers for maintaining said 
rods a ?xed distance apart, a strip of cloth to 
match the drapes mounted in the space between 
said’ rods, and means for locking said spacers to 

a said rods. 

75 

- 2. A window cornice to conceal the upper ends 
of window drapes, comprising parallel upper andv 
lower spaced rods, a thin panel of ?exible sheet, 
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material occupying the space between said rods, 
a cloth covering for said panel matching the 
cloth of the drapes, and spacers for maintaining 
said rods and panel in ?xed relative position. 

3. A window cornice to conceal the upper ends 
of window drapes, comprising parallel upper and 
lower spaced rods, a thin panel of ?exible sheet 
material occupying the space between said rods, 
a cloth covering for said panel matching the 
cloth of the drapes, intermediate and end panel 
backing and rod-spacing plates behind said pan 
el, and means for clamping the upper and lower 
edge portions of said plates to said rods. 

4. An embodiment of the invention defined in 
claim 3, wherein the upper and lower rods are 
formed with rearwardly extending ?anges on 
their respective upper and lower edges, and the 
longitudinal edge portions of the plates are 
formed with ribs engaged with said ?anges to 
maintain the rods parallel. 

5. A window cornice to conceal the upper ends 
of Window drapes, comprising parallel upper and 
lower spaced rods having rearwardly curved end 
portions, a thin panel of flexible sheet material 
occupying the space between said rods and 
formed with rearwardly curved end portions con 
forming to the curvature of the end portions of 
said rods, a cloth covering for 'said panel match 
ing the cloth of the drapes, spacers disposed be 
tween said rods, and means for clamping said : 
spacers to said rods. 

6. A window cornice to conceal the upper ends 
of window drapes, comprising parallel upper and 
lower spaced rods having rearwardly curved end 
portions, a thin panel of ?exible sheet material 
occupying the space between said rods and 
formed with rearwardly curved end portions con 
forming to the curvature of the end portions of 
said rods, a cloth covering for said panel match 
ing the ‘cloth of the drapes, intermediate and end 
paneLbacking and rod-spacing plates behind 
said panel, said end plates conforming to the 
curvature of the end portions of said rods and 
panel, and means for clamping the upper and 
lower edge portions of said plates to said upper 
and lower rods respectively. 

'7. An embodiment of the subject matter of 
claim 6, wherein the upper and lower rods are 
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formed with rearwardly extending ?anges on 
their respective upper and lower edges, and the 
longitudinal edge portions of the plates are 
formed with ribs engaged with said ?anges to 
maintain the rods parallel. 

8. An embodiment of the subject matter of 
claim 6, wherein the upper and lower rods are 
formed with rearwardly extending flanges on 
their respective upper and lower edges, and the 
longitudinal edge portions of the plates are 
formed with ribs engaged with said flanges to 
maintain the rods parallel, the intermediate plate 
is slightly bowed lengthwise, and the clamps of 
said intermediate plate are applied at the longi 
tudinal center of the latter to cause said inter 
mediate plate to take a ?at form. 

9. The combination with a window cornice 
having rearwardly extending arms for attach 
ment to a window-‘casing, of a drape-supporting 
rod behind said cornice removably mounted at 
its ends on the inner sides of said arms, and a 
central supporting bracket for said rod mounted 
on the rear side of said cornice. 

10. The combination with a window cornice 
having rearwardly extending arms equipped on 
their inner sides with upstanding hooks, of a 
drape-supporting rod behind said cornice having 
rearwardly extending arms apertured to remov 
ably engage with said hooks, and a central sup 
porting bracket for said rod mounted on the rear 
side of said cornice. 

11. An embodiment of the subject matter de 
?ned in claim 2, wherein the upper and lower 
spaced rods are telescopic to adjust the cornice to 
windows of varying widths, and the panel and 
its cloth covering are cut to a length to fit any 
adjusted length of the cornice. 

12. An embodiment of the subject matte-r de 
?ned in claim 6, wherein the upper and lower 
spaced rods are telescopic to adjust the cornice 
to windows of varying widths, the panel and its 
cloth covering are cut to a length to ?t any ad 
justed length of the ‘cornice, the end plates con 
form to the curvature of the end portions of 
the rods, and the intermediate plate is of a 
length greater than the distance between said 
rods. 

JAMES H. BOIYE. 


