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6 Claims. (Cl. 206-775) 
This invention relates to cabinets or chests 

primarily for containing and for the display of 
silverware. 
The primary object of the invention is the pro 

vision of a novel article of this class having a top 
compartment forming a chest proper and a bot 
tom compartment, such bottom compartment be 
ing formed by a removable bottom member in 
cooperation with the top compartment-forming 
member and being removable therefrom and 
adapted to be used for the display of articles or 
as a serving tray. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

will be apparent from the following detailed de 
scription and from the accompanying drawings,‘ 
in which- 
Figure 1 is a top perspective View of a cabinet 

embodying the invention, with a part broken 
away; Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the tray 
member of the cabinet removed therefrom; Fig. 
3is a section on the line 3-—3 in Fig. 1; Fig. 4 
Ban end elevation of one corner portion of a 
cabinet body with the tray member removed, and 
Figs. 5, 6, 7 and 8 are views of a di?'erent em— 
bodiment of the invention similar respectively to 
Figs. 1, 2, 3 and 4. > 

Referring to Figs. 1 to 4 of the drawings, I 
designates the‘ body section of the cabinet and 
forms the upper display compartment 2 that is 
closed by a hinged top 3 in a manner common 
to cabinets or chests employed for the storing 
and display of silverware. 
:This body section includes the lining member 

4 formed of suitable stiff material, such as card 
board, covered/with cotton?annel or the like and 
inserted into the body. 
la and the ends lb of ‘the body section extend 
below the bottom of the lining member 4 to form 
the body with a bottom recess. 
The bottom section 6 of the cabinet is of tray 

like form having a bottom part Ba and opposing 
sides 6b mounted thereonadjacent to but spaced 
slightly inward from its side edges, as best shown 
in Fig. 2. The bottom part Ba is of a size for 
the bottom edges of the body section I to seat 
down thereon, while the side parts 6b lap the 
inner sides of the body sides la and extend at 
their ends beyond the body ends lb through 
notches 8 in the,_lower edges thereof. The parts 
61) likewise extend‘ at their ends beyond the bot 
tom part 6a of the tray, and adjacent ends of 
these parts are connected by a hand bar 60 dis 
posed parallel and in slightly spaced relation to 
the respective body end. 
The lining member 4 is provided interiorly 

The front and back sides ’ 
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thereof, within the compartment 2, with anar 
ticle-holding crosspiece 9, as well understoodvin 
the art, and the tray member 6 is provided with 
one or more similar vcrosspieces ID. The cross 
,pieces ID are preferably mounted on a strip of 
stiff sheet material ll adapted to removably seat’ 
down in the tray member 6, so that the parts 
it‘! and Il may be removed as a unit from the 
tray when it is desired to use the tray for serv 
ing purposes. a > 

It is apparent that to ‘lift the display cabinet 
as a whole, the handle bars 6c are grasped and 
raised. Also that to remove the body I from 
the tray member, it is only necessary to raise one 

1 from the other. 
In the embodiment of the invention shown in 

Figs. 5 to 8, the body section is designated l5_and 
the bottom or tray section I6. The body I5 is 
of the same general construction as the body I of 
the previous form, except that its ends |5b ter 
minate at their lower edges substantially ?ush. 
with the bottom of the lining member ll’ of. the 
body. The lower edge portions of the front and 
back sides l5a of the body [5 project downward 
below the plane of the lining bottom I1’ and rest 
upon the side edge portions of the tray bottom. 
In this form, the tray l6 comprises the bottom 

part 16a, the upstanding side parts [61) disposed 
at the opposite ends of the bottom member l6a, 
and the bars or rod-like members I60, which are 
inwardly spaced fromthe front and rear side 
edges of the tray bottom 16a and connect the 
respective ends of the sides I612. The side parts 
lBb are of a shape and size to ?ll the space pro 

.vided at the bottom end edges of the body ends 
[5b by the terminating of such ends substantially 
?ush with the bottom of the lining member _I‘|’. 
When the body [-5 and tray I6 are assembled, the 
front and rear sides l5a of the body rest on the 
respective edge portions of the tray bottom part 
[6a and the shallow end portions [5b of the body 
rest on the upper ends of the tray side parts 
l6b, so that the sides and ends of the body and 
the side part l?b of the tray cooperate to form, 
in appearance, a closed body wall with the ‘bot 
tom part Ilia of the tray serving as the bottom 
member of the body. To facilitate lifting the 
cabinet in this assembled form, the side parts 
lSb of the tray are provided at their outer sides 
with handle parts ll. 

It is apparent that in each form of the in 
vention the cabinet may be used to form an up 
per and lower compartment for containing silver 
ware or the like and, for display purposes, the 
body and tray sections may be separated and 



placed so as to display the silverware or other 
articles contained in either or both. It is also 
apparent that in either case the tray section may 
be used as a serving tray by simply removing 
the article-holding portion therefrom. Also that 
in either case the body section has a depending 

' skirt portion for resting on the bottom section, 
which skirt portion is recessed to receive upward 
ly projecting portions of the bottom section to 
which exposed handles are attached. In the case 
of the form shown in Figs. 1 to 3, this article-V 
holding portion comprises the parts In and H 
and, in ‘the form shown in Figs. 5 to 7, such 
portion comprises the removable sheet part I 8 
on which the rack part I!) for engaging the ar 
ticles is mounted. 
We wish it understood that our invention is 

not limited to any speci?c construction, arrange 
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of the body section when the two sections are in 
assembled relation, and handles attached to the 
outer sides of said upstanding members, said .bot 
tom section, when removed from the body sec 
tion, being usable as a display tray or a serving 
tray. 

3. 'An article of the class described comprising 
a body section forming a top display compart 
ment and having side walls and a bottom set in 
wardly relative to the lower edges of said side 

“Walls to form a supporting skirt portion, said 
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ment or form of the parts, as it is capable of ' 
numerous modi?cations and changes without de 
parting from the spirit of the claims. 
"Having thus described our invention, what we 

claim'M-as new, and "desire to secure by United 
States‘Letters Patent is: 

1. ‘An article of the class described compris 
ing a body section and a bottom section, the 
body section forming a top display compartment 
and having its sides and ends projecting below 
the bottom of said compartment to form the body 
section with a bottom recess, opposing sides of 
said body section having their lower edges 
notched, said bottom section including a bot 
tom member on» which the sides of the body 
section seat and havingside members project 

7 ing upwardly within said bottom recess withtheir 
ends projecting-outwardly through’ respective of 
said notches‘, and hand bars connecting said pro» 
j-ected ends without the respective sides of the 
body section, said bottom section cooperating 
with the body sec'tion,-When assembled there 
withrto forma bottom compartment and, when 
removed therefrom, adapted to be used as a 
displaytray or as aserving tray. . l 

2. An article of the class described comprising 
a body section and a bottom section, the body 
section having a bottom, sides and ends form 
ing a top display compartment and having the 
bottom .edges of its sides extended below said 
compartment bottom to form the body section 
with a bottom recess, said body section having 
its ends provided with cut away parts, and said 
bottom section including a bottom part on which 
the sides of the body section seat and also hav 
ing upstanding end members which ?t into the 
cutaway parts of the body section ends so as 
to close said cutaway parts when the two sec 
tions are in assembled relation, bars connecting 
the respective end portions of said upstanding 

7 members and disposed within the bottom recess’ 
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skirt portion having a plurality of inwardly ex 
tending recesses in its lower edges, and a bot 
tom section of tray-form on which said skirt 
portion rests and having handle carrying parts 
which project up into said skirt recesses when 
the bottom section is mounted thereon and pro 
viding exposed handles at the respective outer 
sides of the body section, said bottom section 
cooperating with the body section when assem 
bled therewith to form a closed article containing 
compartment and adapted when separated from 
the body section to form an article display sec 
tion and a serving tray. 

4. An article of the type set forth including 
an upper and a lower member, the upper mem 
ber having a top and side and end walls, a bot 
tom carried by the upper member and disposed 
spaced above the lower edges of the side and end 
walls, the lower member having a bottom, handle 
elements at its ends and side elements connect 
ing the handle elements and spaced inwardly of 
the side edges of the bottom of the lower memf 
ber, said connecting elements extending upward 
ly from'the bottom of the lower member to form 
sides therefor, the side walls of the upper mem 
ber being receivable over said connecting ele 
ments of the lower member and seating on the 
bottom of the lower member and being engage 
able with said connecting elements to hold the 
upper‘ member against transverse sliding on the 
lower member, the end walls of the upper mem 
ber being located inwardly of the handles proper 
whereby the latter project ‘outwardly beyond the 
end walls of the upper member when the latter 
is seated on the lower member. v 

5. An article in accordance with claim 4, 
wherein'the handle elements include members 
forming end walls for the lower member and 
wherein the bottom edges of the end walls of 
the upper member seat on the top edges of said 
end walls of the lower member. 

6. An article in accordance with claim 4, 
wherein the end walls of the upper member are 
recessed to receive therethrough the outer ends 
of the connecting elements of the lower member. 

' ' THOMAS J. PILLIOD. 

FERDINAND c. H. 


