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This invention relates to coats and more par 
ticularly to a coat constructed and arranged to 
support a knapsack or the like at the iback 
thereof. 
One object of the invention is to provide a 

coat adapted to have a knapsack or other article 
container or carrier attached thereto and sup 
ported in such manner that the coat is relieved 
of the weight of the knapsack thus obviating such 
pull on the coat by the knapsack as would tend 
to displace the coat, especially the upper and 
collar portions thereof, and in such manner that 
it is unnecessary to button or otherwise fasten 
the front portions of the coat together in order 
to properly support the knapsack. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

coat with means for attaching a knapsack thereto 
in removable relation, said means preferably in 
cluding straps which, when the knapsack is de 
tached from the coat, can be fastened at the back 
of the coat to constitute a belt, the latter being 
preferably adjustable. 
Another object of the invention is the provi 

sion in combination of a coat and a knapsack or 
other article carrier secured to each other in 
detachable relation whereby the knapsack can 
be supported by the coat when attached thereto 
and whereby the knapsack can constitute a. car 
rying case or bag for the coat when the latter is 
detached from the knapsack. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

coat of the character described of such construc 
tion that it is adapted to have a knapsack at 
tached thereto and yet constructed particularly 
with respect to the means for attaching the 
knapsack in position whereby the weather-proof 
and protective properties of the coat are not im 
paired and the coat can be worn as a raincoat, 
wind-breaker, etc. 
A yet further object of the invention is gen 

erally to provide an improved coat and knap 
sack combination. 
The above objects of the invention and other 

objects which might hereinafter appear will be 
fully understood from the following description, 
reference being had to the accompanying draw 
ing which, while showing the preferred embodi 
ment of the invention, is to be considered as illus 
trative of the invention and not in limitation 
thereof. 
In the drawing: 
Fig. l. is a perspective view of the back of the 

crmt with the knapsack attached thereto and 
illustrates the coat and knapsack combination 
as it appears on the wearer; 

10 

35 

40 

50 

55 

Fig. 2 is a View, on a larger scale, of the inside 
of the coat in substantially ?at unfolded condi 
tion; 

Fig. 3 is an outer view of the back and parts of 
the front of the coat in the flat unfolded condi 
tion thereof; 

Fig, 4 is a sectional view, on a larger scale, on 
the line 4-4 of Fig. 3. 
Referring now more particularly to the draw 

ing, the coat and knapsack combination embody 
ing the present invention comprises a coat I0 
constructed and arranged to support at the back 
thereof a knapsack or other article carrier l2, 
the latter and the coat being preferably in de 
tachable relation with respect to each other. The 
coat can be formed of any suitable material such 
as water-proof or water-repellant fabric and is 
preferably made to be worn as a raincoat, wind 
breaker, hiker’s jacket, etc. The collar of the 
coat is indicated at M and as illustrated in Fig. 
2 the front portions of the coat are provided with 
a closure constituted by any suitable means, here 
shown as slide fastener operated members l6 
and is conventionally known as Zipper fasteners. 
Referring now more particularly to the con 

struction of the coat in relation to the features 
thereof whereby the coat is well adapted for the 
purposes of the present invention, said coat com 
prises as here s‘hown a yoke 2i) at the upper 
back portion thereof terminating at its lower 
edge preferably a short distance below the shoul 
ders and in the region of the sleeves 22 of the 
coat and extending preferably for the full width 
of the coat in said region thereof. The yoke is 
stitched to the main back portion 24 of the coat 
by a seam 26 and has a downwardly extended 
part'28 having an upwardly folded substantially 
co-extensive portion 313 secured at its upper edge 
in said seam 25. A slide fastener stringer 32 
substantially co-extensive in length with the 
lower edge portion of yoke 28 is also secured in 
position by seam 25. The knapsack I2 is pro 
vided at its upper edge with a companion slide 
fastener stringer 35, said stringers 32 and 34 
carrying interlocking fastener elements ‘of the 
slide fastener or Zipper type and being completely 
detachable from each other so that the knapsack 
can be removed from the coat. 

It will be observed that downwardly extending 
portion 28 of yoke 20 overlies the slide fastener 
including the stringers 32 and 31% attached to the 
coat and to the knapsack, respectively, and con 
stituting a slide fastener indicated as a whole by 
the reference numeral 36 in Figs. 1 and 3. 'Said 
overhanging portion 28 thus covers said slide 



2 
fastener 36 and conceals the latter from view, 
which is desirable especially when the coat is 
worn with the knapsack detached therefrom, and 
said overhanging portion prevents the passage 
of rain between the layers at the seam 26. The 
knapsack I2 is provided with an opening having 
a slide fastener or Zipper closure 38 adjacent the 
top of the knapsack. 
An important feature of the present invention 

resides in the construction of the coat and the ar- _-; 
rangement therewith of the knapsack in combi 
nation with means for supporting the latter in 
such manner as to relieve the coat from the 
weight of the knapsack which may be substantial 
especially when the knapsack is loaded with arti 
cles. For this purpose the coat has attached 
thereto on the inside thereof straps 40 and 42 se 
cured at their lower ends by the seam 26, that is, 
at or near the region at which the knapsack is 
attached to the coat or at or near the line of at 
tachment between the upper and lower parts of 
the coat. Said straps have upwardly extending 
portions 44 and 46, respectively, arranged to ex 
tend over and to be supported by the wearer’s 
shoulders, portions 48 and 5!] extending down 
wardly from the wearer’s shoulders inside of the 
coat adjacent the opposite sides, respectively, 
thereof, and portions 52 and 54 which project 
from the inside of the coat externally thereof 
through openings 56 at opposite sides of the coat 
near the bottom of the coat or near the front 
pockets (not shown) with which jackets or coats 
of the wind-breaker type are customarily pro 
vided. 
The upper portions 44 and 46 of straps 40 and 

42 are held in position by passing said straps 
through pairs of companion slits 58 in inner 
shoulder members 60. Said shoulder members 6!] 
are stitched at their side edges to the adjacent 
portions of the garment at the shoulders and 
adjacent the armholes 6| by the seams 62 and B4 
and said members are also stitched in position by 
a central seam 66. Strap portions 44 and 46 ex 
tend through slits 58 and between members 60 
and the overlying shoulder portions of the jacket 
in movable relation with respect thereto so that 
the straps can be adjusted. The downwardly 
extending portions 48 and 50 of the straps pass 
through loops 68 stitched to the inside of the coat 
near the‘ lower portion of the armholes. 
outer free end portions 52 and 54 of straps 40 
and 42, respectively, are provided with separable 
fastener means such as snap fasteners 10, said 
strap portions overlapping each other at the back 
of the garment and removably secured together , 
by said separable fasteners. 
The back of knapsack I2 is provided at the 

lower portions thereof with loops 12 positioned 
adjacent the side edges of the knapsack. Strap 
portions 52 and 54 pass through said loops and ‘ ‘ 
when fastened together in the desired adjusted 
relation support the knapsack to the extent de 
sired by the wearer of the coat whereby to relieve 
the coat substantially wholly or partially from 
the weight of the knapsack and the contents ‘ 
thereof. It will be understood that when the 
strap portions 52 and 54 are passed through loops 
12 and adjusted as desired the knapsack is there 
by raised somewhat whereby to counteract the 
pull of the knapsack on the slide fastener 35 and 
on the yoke 20 of the coat. By reason of this 
construction and arrangement of the means for 
supporting the knapsack such pull on the coat 
which might otherwise occur whereby to displace 
the upper part of the coat and the collar thereof 
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is eliminated and moreover the coat can be worn 
open at the front while the knapsack is properly 
supported in a comfortable position at the back 
of the wearer. 
When it is desired to wear the coat without the 

knapsack attached thereto, the latter can be 
quickly and easily removed from the coat by dis 
engaging the companion stringers 32 and 34 of 
the slide fastener 36 and by disengaging strap 
portions 52 and 54 from supporting loops 12. 
When the coat is worn without the knapsack, 
straps 4i) and 42 can be positioned, if desired, en 
tirely on the inside of the coat, or strap portions 
52 and 54 can be attached to each other adjust 
ably and used as a belt at the back of the coat. 
Also, it will be understood that the knapsack can 
be used as a case or bag for the coat, in which 
case the latter can be folded and placed within 
the knapsack and packed therewith as a unit 
when not in use or in carrying the combination 
from place to place. 
While I have shown and described the pre 

ferred embodiment of the invention, it will be 
understood that the latter may be embodied 
otherwise than as herein shown and that in the 
illustrated embodiment certain changes in the 
details of construction and in the arrangement 
of parts may be made. For example, the loops 
or other parts described above for positioning 
straps 4i] and 42 can be varied as to construction 
and location and can be omitted, although the 
provision of said strap positioning and guiding 
means is preferred. Also, by way of example, it 
may be stated that the construction of the coat 
and the shape and appearance thereof can be 
varied. As numerous other changes may be made 
and will occur to others in view of the present 
disclosure, I do not wish to be limited to the in— 
vention as herein shown or described except to 
the extent which may be required by the scope 
of the appended claims. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 
l. The combination with a coat, of a knap 

sack or the like attached to the back of the coat, 
and means for relieving the back of the coat 
from the weight of the knapsack comprising 
parts positioned internally of the coat in posi 
tion to engage over the wearer’s shoulders and 
parts extending through the coat to the outerside 
thereof and engaging the knapsack in support 
ing relation thereto. 

2. The combination with a coat, of a knap 
sack or the like removably attached to the back 
of the coat, said coat and knapsack having com 
panion separable fastener means providing a re 
leasable attachment therebetween, straps secured 
to the back of the coat and extending over the 
wearer’s shoulders internally of the coat, said 
straps being attached to the back of the coat 
in position to counteract the weight of the knap 
sack on the back of the coat and having por 
tlons extending through the coat to the outer 
side thereof and engaging the knapsack in sup 
porting relation thereto. 

3. The combination with a coat of a knapsack 
or the like removably attached to the back of 
the coat, said coat and knapsack having com~ 
panion separable fastener means providing a re 

' leasable attachment therebetween, straps secured 
to the back of the coat and extending over the 
wearer’s shoulders internally of the coat, said 
straps being attached to the back of the coat 
in position to counteract the weight of the knap 
sack on the back of the coat and having portions 
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extending through the coat to the outerside 
thereof and engaging the knapsack in supporting 
relation thereto, said outwardly extending por 
tions of the straps having separable fastener 
means for removably securing said last men 
tioned portions of the straps to the knapsack. 

4. A coat of the class described comprising a 
back portion having upper and lower parts se 
cured to each other by a laterally extending 
seam, a slide fastener stringer extending laterally 
of the coat and secured in position at the line 
of attachment between said upper and lower 
parts of the back portion, said slide fastener 
stringer forming part of means for detachably 
securing a knapsack or other article carrier to 
the coat, and straps secured at their upper ends 
to the back of the coat internally thereof at said 
line of attachment of the upper and lower parts 
of said back portion and having parts extending 
through the coat at the back thereof in position , 
to engage the knapsack in supporting relation 
therewith. 
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5. A coat of the class described comprising a _ 
back portion having upper and lower parts se 
cured to each other by a laterally extending 
seam, a slide fastener stringer extending later 
ally of the coat and secured in position at the 
line of attachment between said upper and lower 
parts of the back portion, said slide fastener 
stringer forming part of means for detachably 
securing a knapsack or other article carrier to 
the coat, and straps secured at their upper ends 
to the back of the coat internally thereof at said 
line of attachment of the upper and lower parts 
of said back portion and having parts extending 
through the coat at the back thereof in position 
to engage the knapsack in supporting relation 
therewith, said parts of the strap being con 
structed and arranged to be attached to each 
other at the back of the coat externally thereof, 
to constitute a belt for the back of the coat when 
the knapsack is detached. 

FRED FREUND. 


