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This invention relates to improvements in 
shoes. 

It is the primary object of the invention to 
provide a novel and simple way in which the 
tongues of high shoes, particularly in children’s 
shoes, may be anchored to the side of the shoe 
upper without requiring the use of stitching 
which passes through the upper to become con 
spicuous externally of the shoe. 
The invention has particular utility in shoes 

which do not have external stitching back of 
the eyelets in the general location where the 
side of the tongue must be anchored. 

It is a further object of the invention to pro 
vide a novel type of a lace stay provided inte 
grally with means constituting a tongue anchor 
age tab. ' 

In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a view in perspective of a shoe em 

bodying the present invention. 
Fig. 2 is a detail view taken in section hori 

zontally at the level of the tongue anchorage 
tab. 

Fig. 3 is a detail view of a lace stay made in 
accordance with the invention and shown in 
plan. 

Like parts are identi?ed by the same refer 
ence characters throughout the several views. 
In the type of shoe wherein this invention 

has particular utility, the outer layer 5 is pro 
vided with a fabric liner at 6 internally faced 
at the margins of the upper by lace stay strips 
1, one of which is shown in detail in Fig. 3, modi 
lied in accordance with the present invention by 
the provision of an anchorage tab 8 projecting 
inwardly and stitched at 9 t0 the tongue l0 which 
is otherwise connected with the shoe solely at its 
lower end portion II in the usual way. 
The ?nishing seam l2 along the lacing ?ap 
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margin of the upper is the only seam which 
passes completely through the upper in this part 
of the shoe. The inner margin of the lace stay 
1 is connected by a seam at i 3 with the liner 
6, but this seam does not pass through the outer 
layer, there being no seam passing through the 
outer layer behind the eyelets It in this part 
of the shoe. 
In accordance with the present invention, the 

shoe is completed in the usual way without re 
gard to anchorage tab 8, the seams l2 and I3 
being made as usual. After the shoe is other 
wise complete, the stitching 9 is provided to con 
nect tongue Ill with anchorage tab 8 for the 
purposes of the present invention. This leaves 
the anchorage tab 8 folded inwardly toward the 
face of the lace stay ‘I when the shoe is in use. 
The tongue is correctly positioned as; required 
without impairing the ?nished external appear 
ance of the shoe. ‘ 
Lace stays made as shown in Fig. 3 constitute 

separate articles of manufacture which may be 
made up in any desired quantity, sold as articles 
of commerce and assembled into shoes as de 
sired. 

I claim: 
In a shoe, the combination with an upper hav 

ing fastening means disposed in rows adjacent 
its forward margins, of fastener-reinforcing stay 
elements secured inwardly of said upper adja 
cent said forward margins, a tongue mounted to 
lie underneath the forward margins of the up 
per, and a tab integral with one of the stay ele— 
ments and extending transversely of the shoe 
from an intermediate portion of the rear edge 
of said last-mentioned stay element and con 
nected to said tongue. 
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