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The present invention relates to mirrors and 
more particularly to mirrors which are given 
special decorative effects. ' . 

The primary object of the invention is the pro 
vision of a decoration for mirrors, by the appli 
cation of which unusual effects of apparent mul 
tipllcation of the design, color tones and a general 
appearance of richness and depth in .the body of 
the glass are obtained. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention 
will become more apparent from the ‘following 
detailed description of‘certain preferred embodi 
ments thereof. 

‘It is well known that mirror plates have been 
given special decorative effects in many ways. It 
is probable that the most common form of treat 
ment consists in the sand blasting of a desired 
decoration upon a glass plate and subsequently 
applyin' a re?ecting coating directly over the 
decora on. In other instances, the mirrored sur 
face itself is treated, as for example, by the re 
moval of certain portions of the re?ecting coat 
ing and the addition of a colored layer which will 
be visible in contrast to the remaining portions 
of the silver ?lm. ' 

Briefly stated, the present invention contem 
plates the formation of a design in the outer face 
of a mirror plate and the application thereto of 
two layers of color. The ?rst layer of color will 
be seen by re?ection in the mirror ?lm while the 
outer layer of 'color will be seen by direct vision. 
One embodiment of my invention is shown in 

the accompanying drawing ‘wherein the ?gure 
represents a vertical sectional view through a 
mirror plate constructed in accordance with the 
provisions of the invention. 
Referring to the drawing, a transparent plate 

I of glass or other suitable material has formed 
upon/"one surface by engraving, sand blasting or 
any ‘other suitable process, a design, portions of 
which appear as grooves 2. A layer 3 of a colored 
material is applied to the depressed portions of 
the‘ design and partially ?lls those depressions. 
A second layer 4 of a different color which may 
be contrasting or congruous with respect to the 
first color is superposed thereon in amounts-suin 
cient to complete the ?lling of the depressions 
in the design. A re?ecting film 6 of silver or other 
metal is applied to the opposite face of the trans 
parent plate I and is in turn protected by the 
application thereof of a coating ‘I of lacquer or 
enamel. This coating maybe, if desired, in the 
form of an electrodeposited film of copper or other 
metal. ' 

The preparation of this decorated mirror plate 
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may be performed in numerous ways and the 
particular process selected will depend upon the 
nature of the'colored materials which are to be 
applied to the design. For- example, if the colors 
are made up in the form of air-drying lacquers 
the mirror itself may be completely fabricated 
before being decorated. Where, however, the 
decorative colors are of a ceramic glazed type 
the design must beplaced upon the glass before 
it is subjected to the mirroring operation. 

In the ?rst instance a glass plate of the desired 
size is provided with a design in subrelief upon 
one surface. The selected design, is cut into the 
glass by a sand blasting, wheel engraving, or 
etching. The glass plate is then‘ cleaned thor 
oughly and‘ a metallic re?ecting coating is de 
posited upon the unengraved surface of the glass. 

. The re?ecting ?lm which will ordinarily comprise 
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a thin layer of silver is covered with a layer of 
paint or lacquer or protected more adequately by 
an electrodeposited coating of copper. The silver 
ing operation and the subsequent processes of 
applying‘ a protective backing thereto are well 
known to the art and accordingly a more de 
tailed description thereof should not be necessary 
herein. A colored substance such as an enamel 
or lacquer of heavy strength is applied to the 
design and allowed to set. Thereafter a second 
layer-of colored material which may be of a con 
trasting or congruous color value is superposed 
upon the ?rst layer .of color in the depressed por 
tions of the design and thus is also permitted to 
dry. Although it is quite possible with the use 
of skilled labor torestrict the color to the design ' 
portion itself, where more rapid protection is de 
sired, a rough application of color can be made 
and the excess removed from the surface of the 
glass plate. 
Where the colored materials are of the ceramic 

glazed type the glass plate is decorated, the layers 
of color applied thereto and then baked in an 
oven until the glaze has fused. Subsequently 
the glass plates are removed from the oven, 
cooled and then silvered. 
After the fabrication of the mirror is com 

pleted it will give the impression of a duplicated 
design in which the mirror image or re?ection 

‘ is of a different tone or color than the surface or 
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directlyobserved design. It will be obvious, of 
course, that the ?rst layer of color applied to‘ 
the design will be re?ected from the mirror ?lm 
while the second or top layer of color may be 
viewed only directly. 
In a modi?ed form of mirror the glass plate 

instead of being of clear glass may be colored. 
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Accordingly, when the surface design is ?lled with 
‘a layer of one color, as for example, a light gray 
or white, upon a blue mirror plate, the re?ected 
image will have'a' different color value than that 
of the color used directly. ’ ' 

It will at once be obvious that the described 
mirror plate is susceptible of numerous varia 
tions in construction, color tones and optical 
effects, which however will not depart from the 
spirit of the invention or the scope oi’ the ap 
pended claims. 
WhatIclaimis: , - 

l. A mirror comprising a transparent plate, one 
surface of which has scores therein. a base color. 
partially ?lling the scores, a second color super 
posed upon the base color, and a layer of are 
?ectlng material applied to the opposite surface 
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of the transparent plate, underlying the scores ' 
for reflecting the base color in the scores. 

2. A mirror comprising a plate of glass, a series 
of depressions in one surface thereof, a colored 
material partially ?lling the depressions, a coat 
ing of a second colored material superposed there 
on, and a metallic re?ecting coatingnupon the 
opposite I surface of the "glass plate, underlying 
the depressions for re?ecting the colored material 
?rst applied to thedepressions. 

3. A mirror comprising a plate of glass, a suit 
able design in, subrelief formed in one surface 
thereof, a colored‘glaze partially ?lling the sub 
relief portions of the design, a second glaze of a 
contrasting color superposed upon the ?rst glaze, 
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a silver re?ecting ?lm upon the opposite surface 
of the glass plate and a protective backing upon 
the silver ?lm, underlying design for re?ecting 
the colored glaze ?rst applied to the indented 
portions thereof. 

4. A mirror comprising a transparent plate of 
colored glass, it suitable design in subrelief formed 
in one surface thereof. a glaze of a color con 
trasting to that of the 
the subreiief portions of the design, and a me 
tallic re?ecting coating upon the opposite sur 
face of, the glass plate, underlying the design for 
re?ecting the colored glaze, the reflection being 
a compound color. 

5. A process of ' manufacturing a decorated 
mirror which comprises forming a design in sub 
relief upon one surface of a transparent plate, 
applying va colored material in the depressed por 
tions of the design and subsequently applying a 
metallic re?ecting coating to the entire opposite 
surface of the transparent plate. 

6. A process of manufacturing a decorated 
mirror which comprises forming a design in one 
surface of a glass. plate, applying a layer of a 
colored material to the design in an amount su?ii 
cient to ?ll partially the depressed portions there 
of, applying a second glaze of a color contrast 
ing to that of the ?rst glaze to the design, de 
positing a silver re?ecting ?lm upon the entire 
opposite surface of the glass plate and applying 
a protective coating to the silvered ?lm. 

ALEXANDER. G. GURWOOD. 

glass plate partially ?lling. 


