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This invention relates to covers for dining 
room chairs, particularly that class of dining 
room chairs the seats whereof are covered with 
upholstery, either of woven material, leather, im 
itation leather, or the like, such seats, partic 
ularly that portion covered by the fabric, curv 
ing upward or extending above the surface of 
the chair frame which supports the seat. , 
The fabric covernigs of dining room chair seats, 

particularly such as are made of woven materials, 
are subject to wear, causing fraying of the ma 
terial and are ‘also subject to soiling, both of 
which factors have heretofore required reuphol 
stering of the seats. Such reuph-olsteringis not 
only expensive but requires a person skilled in 
such work inasmuch as the seat must often be 
removed; the reupholstering material must be cut 
to ?t the removed seat and drawn with care 
over the seat so ‘as to conform thereto, the edges 
folded or turned to pass ‘around the chair cor 
ners, and then secured in position by tacking or 
other‘ securing means, and the seat replaced. 
Housekeepers aredisposed :to recover dining 

room chairs because of the desire to change the 
color scheme of a room,- or because the house 
keeper has tired of the original coverings on the 
chairs, and this invention readily lends itself to 
this purpose. Dining room chairs are made with 
seats of slightly varying size and ‘contour and 
this invention can be utilized with such di?erent 
type chair seats inasmuch as the material-of the 
chair seat of this invention applicable to the or 
dinary chair is su?iciently ?exible to accom-moev 
date the varying contours of ordinary dining 
room chairs and the same is true with respect to 
the cover for the master chairs. ' " ‘ 

This invention provides'a cover which is serv 
iceable for the purposes hereinabove set forth, 
inexpensive to manufacture, readily appliable 
by the housekeeper, ?ts smoothly, can be made 
in various color schemes and conforms closely to 
the frame of the seat and the frame of the chair. 
It is unnecessary in applying the cover of this 
invention to‘remove any part ‘of the seat or to 
use any tools whatsoever in applying and secur 
ing the cover in place. 

In the drawings, Fig. 1 is a perspective view 
of the front of an ordinary chair; Fig. 2a sec 
tional plan view approximately on the line 2—-2 
of Fig. 1; Fig. 3 a sectional'view on the line 3-_-3 
of Fig. 1; Fig. 4 a plan view of a blank from 
which the seat cover is formed; Fig. 5 is a view 
of the seat cover, inverted in ‘respect of the blank 
of Fig. 4, in its gathered 'and'fulled condition; .= 
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Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the front of a 
master chair; Fig. Tis a sectional plan view ap 
proximately on the line 1-1 of Fig. 6; Fig. 8 is 
a sectional view, on the‘ line .8—8 of Fig. 6; Fig. 
9 is a plan view of a blank from which the seat 
cover for the master chair is formed; and Fig. 
10 is a view of the seat cover inverted in respect 
of the blank of Fig. 9 in its. gathered and fulled 
condition. . p 

A set of dining room chairs usually comprises 
?ve ordinary chairs generally of the type shown 
in Fig. 1 and a master chair (slightly larger than 
the ordinary chair and with side arms) as shown 
in. Fig. 6. The seatv cover I is formed from a 
single piece of a ?at web‘of material inherently 
stretchable in two ‘directions such, for instance, 
as knitted material formed in the web or other 
elastic or inherently stretchable material illus 
trated, for instance, by materials having incor 
porated therein strands of elastic threadswhich 
provide stretch. The seat cover of this inven-‘ 
tion is stretchable and tends to return to its nor 
mal con?guration and size when tension or 
pull is entirely released. Consequently,v when 
stretched over a seat and its frame or support, 
such seat covers, inasmuch as they are not per? 
mitted to entirely relax, remain taut and conform 
to the seat and its frame when ?tted and secured 
as hereinafter explained. ' ‘ 

The seat covers 'I are cut in large numbers 
from superposed webs of elastic or stretchable 
materials, while lying ?at, to a ‘special confor 
mation, illustrated in 'Fig. 4 (for ordinary chairs) 
and in Fig. 9 (for master chairs). Each result 
ant blank 2 is flat as itis formed on the cutting 
table. Such blanks ‘are cut considerably over 
size with respect to the chair seat to which it is 
applicable and with a perimeter comprising a 
series of simple cuts, illustrated in Figs. 4, and 
9. Referring to Fig. 4, the edge 3 of the blank 
and the material lying immediately in back of. 
it covers the front of the chair; the diagonal 
edges 4 and 5 and the material lying immediately 
in back thereof cover respectively the right and 
left legs and corners of the chair; the straight? 
edges 6 and ‘l and the material lying immediately 
in back thereof cover respectively the right and 
left sides of the chair; the arc-shaped edgeslll‘ 
and 9 accommodate the sides and outer edges‘of 
the back of the chair and the arc-shaped edgev 
l0 and the material lying immediately in back 
thereof covers the back of thechair. The cen 
tral portion of the blank covers the seat portion 
of the chair. It will be observed that the two; 



2 
halves of the blank lying on both sides of a 
‘longitudinal median line are substantially alike‘ 
and inasmuch as the two halves of the chair are 
alike the blank, when converted, by wholly me 
chanical means, into a seat cover, will be self 
centering and self-adjusting, as will be herein 
after explained. 
The blank 2, after being cut to shape as above 

explained, is then contracted, in order to dimin 
ish its normal size, and to distributethe excess 
material, resulting from the diminshment of its 
size, into a series of gathers or puckers ll along 
the edges of the blank and fullness I! or bulg 
ing of the material inside of the edges. This re 
duct-ion of the size of the blank is accomplished 
by sewing a section or sections of elastic tape l3, 
while under tension, completely around the edge 
of the blank with overlook or other stitches M. 
The outer edge of the elastic tape 13 is laid 
substantially ?ush with the raw outer edge of 
the blank 2, while the tape is under tension, and 
the edge of the blank to which the tape is being 
applied is substantially‘ ?at but not necessarily 
under any 1substantial stretch or tension and the 
overlook stitches are then formed on a suitable 
sewing machine. For this purpose the portion 
of the tape applied to a particular edge of the 
blank 2 is shorter than the length of the ‘edge 
in order that when the tape is stretched it should 
equal the‘ length of the edge to which it is applied. 
Each edge of the blank is therefore under sep 
arate tension of its particular associated section 
of elastic tape and when the elastic tape relaxes 
the gathers H ‘form along the edges and at the 
same time the excess material is thrown inside 
of the edges to form the fullness l2. The blank 
with‘the elastic applied thereto is shown with 
the inside exposed in Fig. 5. Suitable fastening 
means are formed at the corners or meeting points 
of each of the edges 3 to If]. These fastening 
means may be in the form of inter-engaging snap 
fasteners cooperating in‘ pairs. The snap fas 
tener element [5 and its companion l6 are se 
cured at the ends of the edge 4, preferably with 
the recess of the member l5 extending inwardly 
and facing outwardly and the projection of the 
member I6 extending outwardly, as shown in 
Fig. 5. Corresponding pairs of snap fasteners 
are located, as explained, in each of the other 
corners, all as shown in Fig. 5, with the recess 
of the female members extending inwardly and 
the projection of the male members extending 
outwardly. ‘ v . 

Hooks and eyes, or other cooperating fasten 
ing means, may be used in place of the snap 
fasteners. 
The seat cover is complete, as heretofore ex 

plained and as illustrated in Fig. 5, and is. in 
this form readily adaptable for application to a 
chair, as shown in Fig. 1. It is to be observed 
that the blank2- is normally larger in area and, 
in contour, irregular with respect to the seat, 
per se, of the chair;v and the seat cover, in its 
gathered and fulled condition, as shown in Fig. 
5, is smaller in area and also of irregular con 
tour with respect to the seat per se. The meth 
od of applying the seat cover I to a chair is as 
follows: ’ > 

The seat cover I is laid upon the chair and 
the edge 4 is drawn around the right front leg 
I‘! of the chair (as shown at Hi), the snap fas 
teners l5 and I6 being interengaged at the back 
inside corner of the chair leg and at the under 
side of the seat. This operation anchors one 
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corner of the seat cover at the front of the chair; 
it is preferred then that the edge 5 is next drawn 
around the left front leg [9 of the chair, as shown 
at 20, and the companion snap fasteners are in 
terengaged. In the course of securing the edge 5 
to the leg l9, it is necessary to stretch the elastic 
extending along the edges 3, 4, and 5 and also 
to stretch the stretchable material from which 
the seat cover is made, thereby putting both the 
elastic and the material of the seat cover under 
tension. Thereafter the edge 9 is drawn around 
the inside of the leg 2| and the companion fas 
tening members interengaged and the edge 8 

‘ is drawn around the leg 22 and the companion 
fastening members interengaged. In each in 
stance, involving the passage of an edge of the 
seat cover in relation to the leg of the chair, the 
elastic tape [3 and the elastic material are 
stretched, thereby putting the tape and the 
elastic material of the seat cover under tension 
at all parts thereof. Inasmuch as the material 
of the seat cover is elastic, whether made of 
knitted material or whether it contains rubber 
threads, the tension under which the seat cover 
material and the elastic tapes are put causes 
close conformation of the elastic material and 
the elastic tape to the parts of the chair which 
they engage. It will thus be seen that the ini 
tially flat blank 2 is ?rst converted into an ir 
regularly gathered condition or con?guration, 
as shown in Fig. 5, and when applied to a chair, 
as illustrated. it is not again converted into the 
flat condition, from the gathered condition of 
Fig. 5, but to a conformation conforming ex 
actly to the seat, side edges, the upper portion 
of the legs and the under side of the seat, as 
illustrated in Figs. 1 and 3 of the drawings. It 
is to be especially noted that the conformation 
of the‘seat cover is in all particulars in con_ 
formity to the portions of the :chair with which 
it engages, which can be readily observed from 
Fig. 1, particularly in connection with such de 
tails as the close relation to the outer edges of 
the chair and the encirclement of the legs I‘! 
and I9. No fastening means are observable 
when the chair is in use, all being concealed at 
the under side of the chair as shown in Fig. 3. A 
constant tension is applied to the observable 
portions of the seat cover by the interconnection 
of the numerous sections of elastic tape l3 on 
the under side of the lchair, as shown in Fig. 3. 
Dining room chairs of the type to which this 

invention is applicable, usually have some re 
siliency in the seat, sometimes being supported 
by springs and at other times by stu?ing. When 
weight is applied to the seat, there is a reserve 
of stretch in the elastic material of the cover 
which permits the material of the seat cover to 
stretch correspondingly to the depression of the 
chair seat and when the weight or pressure is 
removed from the seat the material of the seat 
cover will contract. Knitted or elastic mate 
rials have a tendency to cling, when under ten 
sion, to the material with which it is in engage 
ment and consequently there will be practically 
no shifting of the seat cover with respect to the 
seat and the chair, compensation for pressure 
or deformation of the seat cover being taken up 
by the elasticity or stretchability of the mate 
rial of the seat cover. 

Figs. 6 to 10 inclusive illustrate a seat cover 
fora master chair. Inasmuch as the master 
chair is slightly larger than the ordinary chair 
of Fig. 1, the blank of the seat cover is made 
larger accordingly and notches 25 and 25 are 
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formed in the sides of the blank to pass around 
the side arms 23-24. Fastening means are pro 
vided at the two outer edges of the notches 25 
and 26 in order to secure the edges of the 
notches beneath the chair and in engagement 
with the upstanding portions of the arms 
23—24. 
The elastic tapes l3, when the pairs of fastener 

elements I5—l6 are secured together, are in 
terconnected as shown in Figs. 3 and 8 in gen 
eral rectangular con?guration, with diverging 
sections embracing the front legs of the chairs, 
anchoring the cover around the front legs and 
other diverging sections being anchored to the 
rear legs of the ordinary chair (Fig. 3) and the “ 
rear legs and arms 23—24 of the master chair. 
Whatever strain or pull is transmitted to the 
elastic tapes I3 is readily distributed around the 
entire system of the interconnected elastic mem 
bers. . 1 I 1; |7l§ 

I claim: 
1. A seat cover for dining room chairs com— 

prising a normally ?at blank of stretchable 
knitted material, having a front edge, edges di 
verging from said front edge, substantially par 
allel side edges, a curved rear edge and curved 
edges connecting said curved rear edge and side 
edges, stretchable material, when extended, at 
tached to said edges throughout their length, 
said blank having gathering along the inside of I" 
said stretchable material, and fullness through 
out the inside portion, said stretchable material 
normally tending to retain the seat cover in 
contracted relation with respect to its condition 
as a blank, fastening elements on the seat cover, ;. 
said cover being readily stretchable over the 
seat portion of an ordinary upholstered dining 
room chair, conforming to the contour thereof 
and to the member forming the chair seat frame, 
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said fastening elements being fastened beneath 
said seat, uniting several sections of said 
stretchable material together. 

2. A dining room chair having an upholstered 
seat and a chair frame surrounding said seat, a 
separable cover for said chair, said cover being 
formed from a ?at blank of material having a 
two directionable stretch, said blank being bound 
at its edges with elastic material stitched to the 
edges of said blank while the elastic material is 
under tension, said elastic material when re- 
laxed tending to draw the material of the blank 
together at the edges to form gathers along said 
edges, the inner portion of said seat cover cover 
ing the chair seat, corner portions of the cover 
passing beneath the chair frame in proximity to 
the four chair legs, and portions of the cover be 
tween said corner portions passing beneath the 
chair frame, the elastic binding bordering the 
front, side and rear edges being connected to 
gether to form a resilient border, the elastic 
binding associated with the edges connecting the 
front and side edges encompassing the front 
legs of the chair in the vicinity of the top there 
of, other portions of said elastic binding being 
secured to the rear legs of the chair. 

3. In a dining room chair of the type de 
scribed in claim 2, in which the chair is pro 
vided with side arms and the chair cover is pro 
vided with notches, said notches having cooper 
ating fastener elements secured thereto, said 
notches being adapted to ?t around the upstand 
ing members of the side arms and to be secured 
around the same, the fastener elements of each 
cooperating set being interengaged beneath the 
chair seat. 

FRED E. KAT'ZNER. 


