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This invention relates to a device whereby one 
or more pieces of food may be supported adja 
cent an open ?re or other suitable source of 
heat for roasting, toasting, etc.; and particular 
ly to such a device wherein the spit on which 
the material is impaled may be readily rotated. 
This device is especially useful for roasting 
wieners, but it is not limited to such use. 

It is an object of this invention to provide 
such a device wherein the rotation may be read 
ily and conveniently imparted to the spit, so 
that uniform cooking may be obtained; and 
especially by a manually operated mechanism 
that can be manipulated from a place remote 
from the spit. 

It is another object of this invention to pro 
vide such a device which may be readily disas 
sembled and arranged in compact form for con 
venient carrying. 

It is another object of this invention to pro 
vide such a device wherein various types of 
spits suitable for different types of foods may be 
readily used. 

It is still further an object of this invention 
to provide such a device which is simple and 
durable and may be economically manufactured. 
This invention possesses many other advan 

tages, and has other objects which ‘may be made 
more easily apparent from a consideration of 
several embodiments of the invention. For this 
purpose there are shown a few forms in the 
drawing accompanying and forming part of the 
present speci?cation. These forms will now be 
described in detail, illustrating the general prin 
ciples 0f the invention; but it is to be understood 
that this detailed description is not to be taken 
in a limiting sense, since the scope of the inven 
tion is best de?ned by the appended claims. 
.In the drawing: 
Figure 1 is an isometric view of the device ar 

ranged for carrying; 
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section of the device 

assembled for use; 
Fig. 3 is an elevation of the end portion of 

the device; 
Figs. 4 and 5‘ are‘sections as seen on corre 

spondingly numbered planes of Fig. 2; V 
Fig. 6 shows a modi?ed form of spit or rotary 

support member; and 
Fig. 7 is a fragmentary longitudinal section, 

showing a modi?cation of the invention. 
Referring to the drawing, the device comprises 

a tubular body I supporting a transverse rotata 
ble member which in turn carries the ‘oppositely 

* directed prongs or ‘spits 3. These spits 3 may 

(Cl. 53-5) 

be ?at, to resist relative rotation of the spit and 
the article secured thereby. The wieners or 
other articles to be roasted are secured on the 
rotatable member 2 by being impaled on the 
prongs or spits 3, the points of the spits passing 
longitudinally of the wieners. The body I is then 
grasped adjacent the end remote from the spits 
by'the hand of the operator, and held with the 
wieners suitably exposed to the ?re until they 
‘are su?iciently roasted. The body I is of the 
order of thirty to thirty-six inches long so that 
the operator’s hands are suf?ciently far from 
the ?re; the body I is of light metallic material 
such as a tube, and the radiation is such that 
the end grasped does not become unbearably 
‘hot. As shown most clearly in Fig. 4, this tube 
'may be split longitudinally, as indicated by the 
slot 35. 
The cylindrical central portion 4 of member 

2 rests in a transverse slot 5 formed in body I 
(see Figs. 3 and 4), whereby the portion 4 is 
rotatably supported by'the body I. In order to 
rotate member 2, a toothed wheel or pinion 6 
is secured to the midportion 4 of the spit mem 
ber 2. To permit insertion of the spit member ‘25 
2 into slot 5, a longitudinal slot 1 to receive pin 
ion 6 is formed in body I, intersecting slot 5 at 
right angles thereto and midway between its 
ends (see Fig. 2). 

To impart rotation to the spit member 2, a 
ladder rack 8 is provided (Figs. 2 and 4). The 
sides 9 of the rack are curved to conform to the 
inner surface of tubular body I, and serve to 
con?ne portion 4 substantially "to the bottom 
of slot 5 (Fig. 4). ‘Rack'a is shown as secured 
to the end of a second tubular member Ill, as by 
being formed as .a tongue integral therewith. 
This tubular member may also be longitudinally 
split. Member ID is guided substantially coax 
iallywith body I, by means .of'the rack 8 at one 
end, the rack being con?ned between the cen 
tral portion t of ‘the spit member 2, and the in 
‘side surface of body I; and at the other end 
the member I0 is guided by passing through 
‘clearance aperture IS in a thimble 12 secured 45 
on body I. 
A suitable handle It is secured to the outer 

end of member ii] in any desired manner, as for 
example by means of an internal annular ribv 
IS on the handle engaging a ‘groove IS in mem- =50 
‘her it. The resilience of member l3, permit 
ting diametric compression, is such as to cause 
it to give sufficiently to permit handle M to he 
slid axially into position. 
From the described construction it will be “:55 
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2 
clear that reciprocation of member Ill with re 
spect to body I will impart rotation to pinion 
6 and hence to spits 3. Outward movement of 
member ID is checked by an annular shoulder 
ll, engaging the inner end of thimble I2. I11 
ward movement is limited by the end surface of 
handle I4, engaging the outer end surface of 
thimble I2. Thimble I2 is detachably secured 
on body I in any convenient manner, as for ex 
ample by being provided with an inner shoulder 
I8 of reduced diameter which engages .a de 
pressed ring E9 on body I. Since body I is of 
relatively thin, resilient material, and is provid 
ed with the longitudinal slot 35, force exerted 
in an axial direction on the thimble will_cause_ 
body I to be diametrically compressed su?iciently 
by shoulder i8 to permit shoulder IE to pass 
into or out of ring I9, and allow thimble l2 to 
be removed or replaced on body I. , 
Removal of thimble l2 will ‘permit the rack 

‘to be withdrawn from engagement with the 
sprocketwheel 6 and member 2. This in turn 
allows spit member 2 to be removed from its 
supporting slot 5, for cleaning or other purposes. 
Or the spit member may be temporarily secured 
to the body l in parallelism thereto by means 
'of clips 23, so that the device is very compact 
and convenient for packing or carrying (see Fig. 
1). Clips 23 are of resilient material and partly 
‘embrace body I, as shown in Fig. 5, so as to be 
frictionally secured thereto and have a project 
ing loop 2| to receive the spit member 2. In 
order to allow the member 2 to lie closely to 
body I, a transverse slot 22 is formed in the body 
to accommodate the pinion 6. 
In placing member 2 in clips 20, the clips are 

slid along body I to such a position that member 
2 can be laid along the body I with pinion 6 
in slot 22. Clips 20 are then slid towards each 
other until loops 2| embrace the ends of the 
spits 3 as shown in Fig. 1. The frictional en 
gagement of clips 20 on body I suffices to hold 
them in adjusted position. 

They assembly of the device is the reverse of 
‘the disassembly just described. Clips 20 are 
moved axially to permit the spit member 2 to 
be removed. Thimble I2 is removed and mem 
ber l0 pulled out su?iciently to uncover slots 
5 and ‘l. Spit member 2 is then placed in slot 
4, member Ill pushed over it and thimble l2 
placed on the end of body I. The device is 
now ready for use. The articles which it is de 
sired to roast are impaled on spits 3 and held 
adjacent the ?re, axial movement of member 
I!) by means of handle I 4 serving to rotate the 
spits 3 with the impaled articles as the roasting ‘ 
progresses. 
Other types of spits besides the single prongs 

illustrated in Fig. 4 may be desirable for certain 
articles. Thus in Fig. 6 is shown a spit member 
25 having a pair of forks each with three tynes 
23, 21, 28. The middle tyne 21 may be common 
to both forks and pinion 6 in a manner analo 
gous to the single prong style. Tynes 26 and 28 
are joined to bar 21 by a longitudinal bar 29. 
Such a spit or fork is useful in toasting sliced 
bread, such a slice being indicated by broken 
lines at 30. In using this arrangement, one 
side of slice 33 is exposed to heat; when it is 
desired to see how the toasting is progressing, 
the member ID is manipulated to cause the fork 
25 to turn the slice 30 so that side being toasted 
is visible. It can then be returned for further 
toasting, or the other side toasted, or the slice 
removed, as desired. 

2,231,401 
It is possible conveniently to provide more than 

one spit member. Thus in Fig. 7, two such mem 
bers 32, 33, are shown, each of which corresponds 
to the member 2 of the ?rst described form, 
being mounted in respective slots in the same 
manner. A ladder rack 34 of suitable length 
serves simultaneously to operate members 32 and 
33, and retain them in their slots as before. 
What isclaimed is: p 
1. In a device of the character described, an 

elongated body, an elongated spit extending 
transversely of the body adjacent one end there 
of, and means to impart rotation to the spit 
about its longitudinal axis, and having a part 
manipulatable adjacent the other end of the 
body. 

2. In a device of the character described, a 
tubular body, there being a trasverse slot in the 
walls of the body, a spit member rotatably sup 
ported in said slot, a pinion on the spit member 
and. within the body, there being a longitudinal 
slot in the body wall to accommodate the pinion, 
and a rack slidable within the body and en 
gaging the pinion, said rack being disposed be 
tween the spit member and the longitudinal , 
slot, whereby the spit member is retained in the 
transverse slot by the rack. 

3. In a device of the character described, an 
elongated tubular body, a member reciprocable 
within said body and supported thereby, said. 
member extending out of one end of said body 
and providing a handle by means of which the 
member may be reciprocated, a shaft extending 
transversely of said body adjacent its other end 
and rotatably supported by the body, the ends . 
of said shaft forming spits, adapted to have 
articles of food impaled thereon, a ‘pinion carried 
by the shaft within the body, and a rack carried 
by the reciprocable member and engaging the 
pinion whereby reciprocation of said member 
will cause rotation of the shaft. 

4. In a device of the character described, a 
tubular body, therebeing a transverse slot in 
said body providing oppositely disposed open 
ings, a rotatable member extending through the 
body and supported by said openings, a member 
vslidablelongitudinally within the body and hav 
ing a tongue, said tongue being adapted to con 
?ne the rotatable member in said openings as 
well as to impart rotation thereto. 

5. In a device of the character described, a 
tubular body, a member rotatably supported in 
the body and extending transversely thereof, a 
‘second member movable axially of said body, 
means whereby said second member is effective 
to retain the rotatable member in the body,'and 
means forming an operating connection between 
said members whereby longitudinal motion of 
the second member causes the ?rst member to 
rotate. - ' _ — 

6. In a device of the character described, an 
elongated body, a» spit member supported by the 
body adjacent one end thereof for rotation about 
.the longitudinal axis of the spit 'member', an 
operating member extending through the body 
to the opposite end thereof, said operating mem 
ber being ,reciprocable with respect to the body, 
and a connection between the spit member‘and 
the operating member whereby reciprocation of 
the latter Will rotate the spit member. , 

7. In a device of the character described, a 
tubular body, there being a transverse slot in 
the walls of the» body, a member extending 
through the-body and supported by the ends 
‘of said slot, and‘ ya second member in said body 
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having a tongue extending across said slot, said 
tongue serving to retain said ?rst mentioned 
member in the slot. 

8. In a device of the character described, a 
pair of telescoping members, a spit member hav 
ing an axis transverse to the longitudinal axis 
of said telescoping members, and rotatably sup 
ported for rotation about the spit axis by one 
of the telescoping members, and a mechanical 
connection between the other of said telescoping 
members and the spit member. 

9. In a device of the character described, a 
pair of telescoping members, a spit member hav 

3 
ing an axis transverse to the longitudinal axis 
of said telescoping members, and rotatably sup 
ported for rotation about the spit axis by one 
of the telescoping members, and a mechanical 
connection between the other of said telescoping 
’members and the spit member, comprising a 
wheel mounted on said spit member and coaxial 
therewith, and means operated by relative tele 
scopic movement of the other of said telescoping 
members for rotating said wheel. 

HENRY WAYMAN. 
DANIEL V. STEED. 
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