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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FRANCESCO A. Manna, 

of the city, county, and State of New York, 
have invented a certain Improvement in Plates 
and Dishes, of which the following is a speci‘ 
?cation. 
The invention relates to arranging orna 

mental designs in plates or“ dishes of china, 
porcelain, or other material. 

Heretofore designs or pictures have been im 
pressed or painted on the article itself, gener-. 
ally in vitritiable colors, which are afterward 
baked to incorporate the same with the glaze. 
This invention consists in the application of 

an independent design or picture, such as a 
photograph or print, or other design or pic 
ture. ' 

In accordance with said invention the plate 
or dish is provided with an openingin its bot 
tom, which opening may be of any suitable size 
to contain and properly exhibit the independ 
ent design or picture. This opening is pref 
erably arranged in the center thereof, and 
surrounded with a suitable border. A pic 
ture or photograph suitable for ornamentation 
is then placed in the center of said plate be 
neath a glass, which, by preference, should be 
beveled so as to retain its position in the 
plate. 
The plate itself is provided with a corre 

sponding bevel around its center opening to 
support and retain this glass; and the pic 
ture is held in position by means of a backing 
of plaster-of-paris or other cement, or byother 
suitable means. 

In order more clearly to illustrate this in 
vention, reference is made to the accompany 
ing drawings, which represent a plate orna 
mented in accordance with the invention, and 
which form apart of this speci?cation. 
Figure 1 is a front view of the plate, and 

Fig. 2 a section‘ through the same. 
lJ ‘represents, generally, the plate: and G, 

the contained picture. ‘ An opening is left, 
preferably,,in the center of the plate, and 
this'is provided with a beveled edge, B, as 
shown. A plate of glass, ll‘, having a corre 
sponding bevel, is then set in and is cemented 
with a water-proof material. Back of this 
glass a picture, G, is placed, so arranged as 
to show through the glass, and this picture is 

held in position by a backing, O, of plaster-of 
paris or other cement, as shown. 
Around the opening is preferably formed 

an ornamental border, painted or otherwise 
placed or impressed on the dish or plate. 
This border may be such as the designer con 
siders harmonious with the picture. 
Other means of supporting the picture could 

be employed. It may be held by being slid 
under retaining-lips, which may be either of 
metal or formed in the plate itself; or the 
plates may be made with an embedded metal 
lip, which is turned over the picture, and then 
covered with an additional piece of porcelain ' 
cemented in. This latter forms a very pen 
feet and secure mode of fastening. 

I do not limit myself to the means of secur 
ing, as it is obvious many others beside those 
mentioned could be ‘employed ; nor is the par 
ticular form of opening shown essential to my 
invention. A round, an octagonal, or other 
shaped opening might be successfully used. 
Neither is the invention con?ned to photo 

graphic pictures, but is applicable to engrav 
ings, colored prints, oil or water paintings, 
and many others. ' 
The water-proof cementing material above 

mentioned may be dispensed with—as, for ex 
ample, for dishes which are not to contain 
liquids. 

Instead of a single opening and picture, 
several may be employed. _ 
Having thus fully explained my said inven 

tion, and the manner for “ carrying the same 
into effect, what I claim, and desire to secure 
by Letters Patent, is-— 

1. A plate or dish provided with aproperly 
arranged opening for supporting and exhibit 
ing an ornamental design or picture, and serv 
ing as and forming the background for the 
same, substantially as described. 

2. The new article herein described, which 
consists of a dish or plate provided with an 
opening of suitable shape, and having a suit 
able independent design or picture applied 
thereto and exposed through the said opening, 
substantially as described. 
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