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The present invention has to do in general 
with card indexes such as usually comprise a 
series of cards and a drawer, tray, box or other 

. ` box-like holder therefor, and relates more par 
5 ticularly to the cards themselves without regard 

to the character of the holder. 
Various means, requiring the cooperation of 

specially formed cards and specially formed box 
` , like card holders, have been heretofore proposed 
l0` to provide for lateral and vertical displacement 

or offsetting of selected cards of an index of this 
nature with respect to the other cards, but the 
very fact that specially formed holders are re 
quired, particularly in vertical offsetting of cards, 

15 has been sufñcient to limit their acceptance and 
use. 

It is, for the foregoing reason, an important 
object of the present invention to provide means 

A by which selected cards may be elevated or offset 
20 vertically with respect to other cards, within the 

usual or ordinary card holder, and maintained in 
more or less offset relation for the various pur 
poses for which vertical offsetting may be de 
sired or necessary in an index of this character, 

25 as for instance the raising or elevation of cer 
tain cards for individual visibility or for sub 
indexing and the like. 

It is a further and more specific object to 
utilize for the above purpose a supporting or 

30 lift card capable of receiving and effectively hold 
ing a name card in a selected position of eleva 
tion above adjacent name cards, and to do this 
without interfering with the full use and func 
tions of all of the name cards in other respects. 

35 It has been heretofore proposed to make provi 
sion for the spreading of the upper portions of 
the cards of a series, in a fan-like manner in 
a card index, by utilizing cards, the lower edge 
portions of which are of less thickness than their 

40 remaining body portions, and while such an ar 
rangement need not be stressed in the present 
instance, it is an object of my invention to pro 
vide vertical offsetting means which will not de 
feat or even curtail the spreading of cards hav 

45 ing means to that end. 
In particular, it is an object to provide vertical 

offsetting means which will effectively coact with 
either the ordinary ñat name card or with many 
specially formed cards, and with these and other 

50 objects to be presently made plain, the invention 
herein resides in the several features to be now 
described in detail. 
In the accompanying drawing, forming a part 

of this speciñcation: 
55 Figure 1 is a perspective view showing a name 

(C1. 129-16.7) 
card supported by one of my improved lift cards. 

Figure 2 is a top plan view of the blank of such 
lift card. ' 
Figure 3 is a partial vertical sectional view i _ 

taken on line 3_3 of Figure 1. '5 
Figure 4 is a perspective view of a portion of 

a lift card with its name card, illustrating a 
slight modification in respect to the former. 

Figure 5 is a partial top plan view of the blank 
of the lift card of Figure 4. 1 
Figure 6 is a front elevation of the lower por 

tion of still another modified form of lift card. 
Figure 6a is a front view View of a fragmentary 

portion of a lift card illustrating a particular 
manner of use. 15 
Referring now to these figures, I have shown in 

various ones thereof an ordinary index name card, 
indicated in each instance at A, and which it is 
to be understood is merely a plain rectangular 
section of suitable material which may be formed "20 
in any manner at its upper edge with name and 
other data-receiving divisions or spaces and the 
like, since none of these features enter into the 
present invention. l 

In Figures 1, 2 and 3 I have shown such a 25 
name card A, supported by a lift card I5 for 
vertical offsetting purposes. This lift card I5 
is formed from a blank as shown in Figure 2 
by bending the latter along a dotted line I6, so 
that it consists of upstanding front and rear 30 
walls I'I and I8 joined at their lower edges to 
receive between them the lower portion of the 
name card A. ' 

The lift card I5 thus presents an upwardly 
opening pocket to receive the name card A, the 35 
lower edge of the latter resting on the base of 
the pocket or in other words the bent or folded 
lower edge of the lift card. 

Previously, the blank shown in Figure 2 is pro 
vided with slits or cut out portions I9, outlining a 40 
tab 20 along one side of its fold line I6, so that _ 
when the blank is folded, the elongated tab 20 
will depend from the lower folded edge 2I of the 
lift card in the plane of its wall I8 to form, in 
effect, a foot for supporting contact with the 45 
base of the box-like card holder whereby to sup 
port the lift card, and therefore the name card A, 
in elevated or vertically offset relation to the 
other name cards resting directly onv the holder 
base and in any desired number between lift 50 
cards. ` 

The tabs 20 may be positioned along the major 
central portions of the lift cards, as seen in Fig 
ures 1 and 2, or separate end tabs 20“ may be 
formed adjacent the side edges by means of cut 56 
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out portions I9a, as seen in Figures 4 and 5, 
where the card is generally indicated at I5a 
and its front and rear Walls are seen at l'la and 
|811, and a fold line at |6a. 
The lift cards, of whatever tab formation, may, 

it is contemplated, be made of any suitable ma 
terial, stiff paper, cardboard, Celluloid, metal, 
and in fact any thin gauge material having the 
required degree of stiñness, and it is to be under 
stood that ̀ wherever in this description and the 
following claims, the fold line of the lift card or 
its blank is mentioned, it is intended to include 
either an imaginary line without marking, or as 
indicated by perforations, creases, printing and 
the like. 

It is further contemplated the lift cards may 
be made with series of tabs 20b as shown in con 
nection with the lift card l5b of Figure 6, and in 
various lengths or for instance one maximum 
length as shown in Figure 6a, where the tab 2l]c 
appears of maximum length and with dotted or 
other lines a, b and c, indicating where it may be 
severed by shears and the like to accord with 
different desired elevations of the name card. 
ïn keeping with the above, it is also apparent 

that instead of actually cutting the tabs 29°, as 
in Figure 6a, they may be formed of maximum 
length as are the ltabs 2lia of Figure 5 and, by 
merely folding the blank along different fold lines, 
as indicated by the additional fold lines 2l2~ in 
Figure 5, their eiîective lengths may in this way 
be controlled. 
In addition to the foregoing, it is contemplated 

theI lift card blank may, in each instance, be 
folded so that the upper edgesI of its front and 
rear walls will coincide below the upper edge of 
the name card A, as seen in Figure> 4, or to ex 
tend the rear wall of the lift card to the extreme 
upper edge of the name card, as seen in Figure 
l, where it thus lends reenforcement and strength 
to the upper data~receiving edge portion of the 
name card. , 

>_It will be noted that in each instance the lift 

2,216,428 
card, in association with the name card sup 
ported thereby, and as used more or less frequent 
ly throughout a series of spreading cards such as 
those shown in my Patent 2,084,238, will in no 
wise interfere with effective spreading. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A lift member for supporting a name card 

in an index, having upstanding walls integrally 
united at their lower edges and tabs depending 
from said lower edge, the blank of which mem 
ber has a transverse fold line and slits in said 
blank outlining said tabs along one side of said 
fold line. 

2. A lift card for supporting one or more name 
cards in an index, said lift card having upstand 
ing integral front and rear walls foldably con 
nected along the lower edge thereof, and also 
having slits therein at one side of the line of 
fold of said walls and forming one or more tabs 
projecting below said lower edge in the plane of 
one of said walls. , 

3. A lift card for supporting name cards in 
an index, said lift card having upstanding front 
and rear sections opposing one another and fold 
ably connected at their lower edges to form there 
between an upwardly opening pocket to receive a 
name card, said lift card having slitted portions 
defining tabs forming continuatiens of one of 
said sections and depending in the plane of said 
section below the folded lower edges of said up 
standing sections. 

4. A lift card as set forth in claim 3,' in which 
the line of fold of the upstanding sections de 
termines the extent of projection of the tabs 
therebelow. 

5. A lift card for supporting a name card in an 
index, said lift card comprising a rectangular 
blank having a series of parallel transverse fold 
lines dividing the same into approximately sim 
ilar sections, said blank having slits therein de 
fining transversely , aligned tabs, the sides of 
which tabs overlap the several fold lines. 
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