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My invention relates to wall switches such as 
are installed in homes, oíñces and other places 
for controlli'ng electric lighting circuits and the 
like, and to ornamental cover attachments for 
existing switches of that class. ' 
The invention has for its object to improve 

the construction and appearance of electric 
switches of the class described. 
To this end I provide a switch of the class 

described having a supplemental cover member, 
preferably ornamental, forming an exterior 
part thereof which is supported close to the 
outer surface of the wall and which incloses the 
usual Operating mechanism, said cover member 
having associated therewith auxiliary means op 
erable through movement imparted thereto 
manuaily to operate the switch. 
The cover member is preferably provided as 

an attachment for existing switches and may be 
either ?xedly or movably supported thereby. 

. In the accompanying drawings: 
Figure 1 is a front elevation of a wall switch 

mechanism constructed in accordance with my 
invention. v ' 

Figure 2 is a section on line 2-2 of Flg. 1. 
Figure 3 is a view similar to Fig. 1 but with ` 

the cover member removed. 
Figure 4 is a section on line ?-? of Fig. 2. 
Figure 5 is a vertical sectional view illustrat 

ing a second form of the invention. 
Figure 6 is a section on line 6-6 of Fig. 5. 
Figure 7 is a central vertical sectional view of 

a third form of switch mechanism constructed 
in accordance with this invention. e 

Figure 8 is a front view of the mechanism 
shown in Fig. 7 \but with the cover member re 
moved. 
.Figure 9 is a section on line 9-9 of Fig. 7. 
Figure 10 is a rear elevation of the cover 

member shown in Fig. 7. 
Figure 11 is a vertical sectional view illustrat 

ing a fourth form of this invention.' 
Figure 12 is a central vertical sectional View 

of a fifth form of switch mechanism constructed 
in accordance with this invention. 

Figure 13 is a front elevation of the mecha 
nism shown in Fig. _12 but with the cover mema 
ber removed. _ ' 

Figure 14 is a section on line M-M of Fig. 12. 
Figure 15 is an elevation of the lower end of 

the mechanism shown in Figs. 12 andp16. 
Figure 16.is a central vertical sectional view 

illustrating a sixth form of the invention. 
Figure 17 is a central vertical sectional view 

of a Seventh form of the invention. 
Figure 18 is a rear elevation of the cover mem 

ber of the -mechanism shown in Fig. 17. 
A common form of wall switch comprises a 

porcelain body ?o fastened to a metal bridge bar 
!2 which in turn is fastened at its opposite ends' 

' face plate l'l. 

(Ci. 200-168) 
to a switch box 13 by screws 68, said box being 
incorporated within the wall M, of the room. 
The body iii contains the make-and-break mech 
anisin, not shown, which is operated sometimes 

- byxypush buttons !5, iä, Figs. 2, 3, 7, `8, 12, 13 
and 17, and sometimes by a lever IB, Figs. 5, 11 
and 16. Two screws H secure a face plat'e l'l 
to the bridge bar ?2, the marginal portion of v 
said plate overlying the part of the wall adja 
cent to box 13. 'In the case of the push-button 
switches the face plate IT is made near its mid 
dle with two holes or apertures as shown in 
Fig. 7, through which the push-buttons &5 pro 
ject-to the exterior where they were heretofore 
accessible for direct manual operation, while in 
the case of the lever switches the face plate il 
was made with a single aperture as shown in 
Fig. 5 through which the lever !6 projected to 
the exterior where it was heretofore accessible 
for direct manual operation. i 
‹The face plate !1 with the push-buttons IS 

or the lever !6 projecting outwardly therefrom 
was not an ornamental feature of the room 
within which the switch was arranged and one 
of the chief objects of this invention is to pro 
vide an ornamental cover for these devices 
which will add to the attractiveness of the 
room. 
The embodiment of my invention illustrated 

in Figs. 1 to 4, inclusive, comprises a rocker 
supporting bar or member !9 which is Secured 
in position against the outside of the face plate 
i'll by the original screws ll, ll after said piate 
has been removed and replaced in reversed posi 
tion as shown, it being understood that ordi 
narily the face plate is disposed relatively to the 
wall as shown in Fig. 7. 
- The bar IS is made with a central rectangular 
aperture 20 adjacent to the middle of which are 
two outstanding ears 2l, one at each side of 
aperture 20, between which is arranged a rocker 
22 having oppositely disposed arms each co-op 
eratively associated with the outer end of one 
of the push-buttons IS. This rocker 22 is pivot 
ally connected 'with the ears or lugs 25 ?ey a 
pintle 23 and near its outer' end is formed with 
apertures which are loosely occupied by the in 
termediate portionof a wire bail 24 whose legs 
have- their end portions ?rmly embedded with 
in a handle or ?ngerpiece 25 whereof the upper 
portion is slidably mounted within a groove 25 

' formed upon the inner side of a supplemental 
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cover member 21. The bail 24 and rocker 22 also e 
occupy this groove while the push-buttons IS 
are free to move back and forth into and out of 
the same. 
Upon?its inner side the cover member Eiis 

formed with a recess 28 to receive within it the 
This recess 28 is open at its 

bottom but at its top and opposite sides is bor 
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dered by walls 29 and 29', respectively, the in 
. ner sides of said walls being beveled as shown 
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so that the opposite side walls 29' provide a 
vertical or longitudinal dovetai? groove. The 
walls 29 and 29' provide the hollow cover mem 
ber or attachment 21 with a skirt which extends 
around the face place with its chime closely 

-adjacei?t to the wall u. 
After securing the rocku-supporting member 

|9 and the reversed face plate I'I in position 
by means of the original screws il, the cover 
member 2`| is ?rst placed against the wall l4 
above the switch mechanism with its open end 
lowermost and then is slid ,downwardly so that 
face plate I'I slidingly enters the recess 28, Fig. 
4, with its outwardly ?aring ?anges ?tting 
against the opposite beveled side walls of the 
dovetail groove provided by the side walls 23' 
of the cover member 21. Downward movement 
of the cover member is arrested'by the engage 
ment of its top wall 29 with the beveled top por 
tion of the face plate |'|_. 
nism is now in condition foruse and is operated 
by manually moving the ?ngerpiece up and down 
relatively to cover member 21 and faceplate ll 
in a direction parallel with wall I 4. 4 
The cover member 21 is preferably a molded 

product designed, as shown in Fig. _1, for orna 
' mental effects, particularly upon its exterior, and 
so as to cover and hide from view all of ̀ the 
original switch mechanism and all of the switch 
operating mechanism_ except the ?ngerpiece 25. 
This ?ngerpiece is also preferably a _molded prod 
uct. suitable materials for use in producing 
molded parts 25 and 21 are "Bakelite," hard rub 
ber, glass. metal, etc.,` but› said parts may. of 
course, be produced otherwise than _by moIding 
and from other materials. 
In Figs. 5 and 6 of the drawings the bridge 

member l9a is made with a _slot 30 that is 
occupied by the switch lever IS while the ?nger 
piece 25 is made with a' metal extension slidably 
held in position against said bridge member by 

_ ears 3| 'provided at the opposite sides of the lat 
ter. The extension is made with an aperture 32 
through which lever IS_ extendsvand as will.be 
clear the opposite ends of this aperture provide ` 
abutments by which the lever IS' is operated by 
back and forth movement of the ?ngerpiece and 
extension.` ' ' _ ' - 

In Figs.~ 7, 8,- 9 and 10 the face plate |`| is ap 
plied to the wall in its usual un-reversed posi 
tion'and the cover member 21a is held in posi-` 
tion by ?anges 33, one at each side of a supple 
mental plate member I9b on which the rocker 

- 22 ispivotally mounted. The ?anges 33 are dis_ 
posed vertically and overiie ?anges 34 provided 
upon the inner side of the cover member 21a 
so that said cover member can be placed _in po 
sition and removed by sliding the same vertically 
as will be clear, the upper end of the face plate 
serving as a stop to limit the downward move 
ment of the cover member as in Fig. 2,. Also, in 
this form of my invention the plate member lab 
is made at one end with an outstanding aper 
tured extension 35 through which extend loosely 
the legs of the bail 24 so that the latter is guided 

' thereby in its up and dow`n' movements. 
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The ?anges 33 and 34 provide, in ei?ect, a dove 
-tail tongue and groove connection between the 
cover member 210, and the supplemental plate 
member l9b which permits of ready application 
or removal of ,the cover member. and holds the 
latter against sidewise displacement. i 
In Fig. 11 a supplemental plate member l9c is 

The switch mecha-i 

provided having a single aperture 36 'through 
which the switch Operating lever li extends inte_ 
an eye 31 provided at the upper end of a wire 
stem 38 forming part of the??ngerpiece 25. This 
stem extends loose'ly through an aperture pro 
vided in an outstanding extension 35 of the sup 
plemental plate lac. Also, in' this form of my 
invention the cover member 2'Ia is held in posi 
tion by the supplemental plate and the supple- ` 
mental plate is fastened to the existing switch 
mechanism by the screws ll as described in con 
nection with Figs. '1, 8 and 9. 
In Figs. 12 to 15, inclusive, the usual screws ll 

of the existing switch mechanism are employed, 
as before, to fasten an apertured supplemental 
plate lSd in position upon the 'outer side of the 
usual face plate' I 'I and this plate |9d is made 
_withitwo pairs of ?anges 33 overiying comple 
mental ?anges 34 on the interier of the cover 
member 211› wh?ch is formed upon its inner side 
with a cavity or recess _for the accommodation 
of face plate IT and the push-button Operating 
mechanism. _ 

The push-button Operating mechanism referred 
to includes a rocker member 22.11 made with op 
positely projecting arms to engage the outer ends 
of the push-buttons !5. This rocker member is 
pivotally mounted at 23 upon the supplemental 
'plate 'member l9d' and at its outer end is pro_ 
vided with a radial pin or stud 39 occupying 'an 
.aperture 40 formed at the middle of a longitu-_ 
dinally' disposed resilient metal strip 4| ?xedly 
mounted within the cover member 21b. ' 
In this form of my invention the switch is op 

erated by manually ,sliding the cover member up 
and down on the face plate I'I, the rim or chime 
of the cover member engaging 'the upper end oi. 
the face plate to limit the downward movement 
of said member and also engaging the lower end 
of supplemental plate member led to-lim?t the 

~ upward movement thereof. 
At the lower end of the cover member 2'lb the 

rim or skirt thereof is formed with an indenture ' 
o?- passageway 42 through which the faceplate 
I'I and the lower end'portion of supplemental 

' plate l9d, can-'pass when the cover member is 
?rst shoved downwardly' from above to apply 
it to the existing switch after the latter has been. 
equipped with the supplemental plate member 
1911. The lower end portion 43 of supplemental 
plate I ad serves as a leaf spring and is set in' 
an outwardly bent condition as shown and nor 
mally its free end serves as a stop to limit the 
upward movement of cover member 21b through 
the enga-gement of the inner side of the cover 
skirt opposite the points 44, Fig. 15, with said end. 
The parts of the cover skirt which engage the 

end of the spring portion 43 are at opposite sides 
of a notch 45 through which a tool may be passed 
to press down the spring portion 43 when it'?is 
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desired to remove the cover member 2'Ib upward'- 'v 
ly. It. will be understood that when the cover 
member is being applied to the switch by down-,. 
ward movement thereof the portions 44 of' the 
coverpass over and depress the spring stop por 
tion 43 until the portions 44 pass below the same ' 
whereupon the spring-stop 43 springs outwardly 
and remains in position to serve as an up stop. 
During the ' application and during the re 

moval of cover 2'lb the pin or sti?d 39 will bend 
or ?ex the strip 4| so that the pin is forced into 
and out of the aperture 40. ‹ During the normal 
operation of the device,›however, the pin 39 're 
mains within the-aperture 40. I 
`In Fig. 1'6 a bowed” resilient strip dla is sub 
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stituted for the straight strip M of Fig. 12 and 
said strip lila is made adjacent to its middle with 
an aperture 400, that is occupied by the switch 
Operating lever iii. Otherwise the construction 
illustrated in Fig. 16 is approximately the same 
as that of Fig. 12. 

In the form of my invention illustrated in Figs. 
17 and 18 a supplemental plate member or ele 
ment me is employed which is made with a cen 
tral aperture 136 at the opposite sides of which 
are provided ears or lugs ti between which a but 
ton-Operating rocker ?22 is pivotally mounted 
upon a pintle 23. The outer end of rociter 22 
has pivotally connected to it a wire bail 25 carry 
ing a ?ngerpiece 25 at the lower ends of its two 
legs. 
The two plates lila and ill are fastened to the 

switch body iii by two screws iia as in the other 
forms of this invention but, while the original 
screws i i, not shown, can be utilized, I may em 
ploy two screws Ma whose heads project out 
wardly beyond plate me a substantial distance to 
occupy vertical slots ti? and Ci& provided in two 
sheet metal plates 439 and 58, respectively, fas 
tened in position within the cover member 270 by 
screws as shown in Fig. 18. 
The upper slot till opens into a cavity or recess 

?i provided upon the interier of the cover mem 
ber while the lower end of slot !18 is made with an 
enlargement 52 suñcientiy large to serve as a 
passageway for the head of the lowermost screw 
Ma. The heads of the screws i la are of inverted 
conical shape so as to interlock with the side 
walls of the slots íl'i and &3 thereby to hold the 
cover member Z'?lc in position on the switch and 
stationary while the ?ngerpiece 25 is moved up 
and down to operate the switch mechanism. 

It will be clear that the cover member may be 
applied to the switch by ?rst placing the same 
in a position where the lower screw Ha occupies 
the enlargement 52 and the upp'er screw occupies 
the cavity hi directly beneath slot ti and then 
sliding the cover member downwardly until the 
heads of screws ita are at the upper ends of the 
slots ti? and 138. It will be clear that the cover 
member is as easily removed. 
What I claim is: 
1. The combination with a wall switch of the 

character described comprising a body adapted to 
be ?xed within a cavity in the wall: an apertured 
face plate fastened to said body whose marginal 
portion overliesithe outer face of the wall adja 
cent to and surrounding said cavity, and switch 
operating mechanism projecting from said body 
through said apertured face plate to the exterior 
thereof, of an outer hollow supplemental cover 
attachment inclosing and concealing said face 
plate and said Operating mechanism; means en 
tirely concealed beneath said supplemental cover' 
attachment for securing the latter to said wall 
switch, and means within said supplemental cov- v 
e_r attachment that is manually operabl/eto actu 
ate said switch-Operating mechanism/ 

`2. The combination with a wall switch of the 
character described comprising a body adapted 
to be ?xed within a cavity in the wall, an aper 
tured face plate fastened to said body whose mar 
ginal portion overlies the outer face of the wall 
adjacent to and surrounding said cavity, and 
switch-operating mechanism projecting from said 
body through said apertured face plate to the ex 
terior thereöf, of a hollow supplemental cover 
attachment outside of said face plate for inclos 
ing' and concealing the latter and said Operating 
mechanism; _means entirely concealed beneath 

3 
said supplemental cover attachment for separably 
connecting the latter with said wall switch, and 
means withii? said supplemental cover› attach 
ment that is manually operable to actuate said 
switch-Operating mechanism. 

3. The combination with an existing wall 
switch of the character described comprising a 
body adapted to be ?xed within a cavity in the 
wall,. an apertured face plate ?astened to said 
body whose marginal portion overlies the outer 
face of the wall adjacent to and surrounding said 
cavity, and switch-Operating mechanism project 
ing from said body through said apertured face 
plate to the exterior thereof, of a hollow Supple 
mental cover attachment outside of said face i 
plate i'or inclosing and concealing the latter and 
said Operating mechanism, said cover attachment 
being made with a skii-t which extends around 
said face plate with its chime closely adjacent 
to said wall; means entirely concealed beneath 
said supplemental cover by- which said cover at 
tachment is connected with said wall switch, and 
means within said cover attachment that is man 
ually operable to actuate said switch-Operating 
mechanism. 

4. The combination with an existing wall 
switch of the character described comprising a 
body adapted to be ?xed within a cavity in the 
wall; a beveled apertured face plate ?xed reverse 
ly to said body whose marginal portion overlies 
the outer face of the wall adjacent to and sur 
rounding said cavity, and switch Operating mech 
anism projecting from said body through said 
apertured face plate to the exterior thereof, of 
a hollow cover upon the outside of said face plate 
for inclosing and concealing said Operating mech 
añism, said' cover being provided upon its inner 
side with a vertical dovetail groove slidingly en 
gaged with the beveled edge of said face plate, 
and means within said cover that is manually 
operable to actuate said switch Operating mech 
anism. ` 

5. The combination of claim 4 wherein said 
cover is provided at its upper end with means 
engaging the top of said face plate to position 
said cover vertically relativeiy to the latter. 

6. The combination with an existing wall 
switch of the character described comprising a 
body adapted to be ?xed within a cavity in the 
wall, an apertured face plate ?xed to said body 
whose marginal portion overlies the outer face of 
the wall adjacent to and surrounding said cavity, 
and switch Operating mechanism projecting from 
said body through said apertured face plate to 
the exterior thereof, of a hollow cover upon the 
outside of said face plate for inclosing and con 
cealing said Operating mechanism, said cover be 
ing provided upon its inner side with a pair of 
vertical fianges; a member ?xed in positioneupon 
the outer side of said face plate made with a pair 
of vertical flanges each slidingly engaged with 
one of the flang'es on the cover to hold the latter 
ln position; means for limiting downward sliding 
movement of the cover relatively to said face 
plate, and means within said cover that is man 
ually operable to actuate said switch-Operating 
mechanism. e 

7. The combination with an existing wall 
switch of the character described comprising a 
body adapted to be fixed within a cavity of the 
wall, an apertured face plate ?xed to said body 
whose marginal portion overlies the outer face 
of the wall adjacent to said'cavity, and switch 
Operating mechanism projecting from said body 
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4 
through said apertured faceplate to the exterior 
thereof, of a hollow cover upon the outside of said 

- face plate for inclosing and concealing_` said oper 
' ating mechanism, said cover being provided upon 

10 

its inner side with a pair of vertical ?anges, 'a 
member fixed in position upon the outer side of 
said face plate made with a pair of vertical 
?anges each slidingly engaged with one of the 
?anges on the cover to hold the latter in position, 
a vertically movable actuator for said operating 

, mechanism within said cover and supported by 
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said member, the lower end of, said actuator ex 
tending below said cover so that it is accessible 
for manual operation. 

8. The combination with an existing wall 
switch of the character described comprising a 
body adapted to be ?xed within a cavity of the 
wall; an apertured face plate whose marginal 
portion overlies the outer face of the wall ad- _ 
jacent to and surrounding said cavity, screws fes- 
tening said face plate to said body, and switch 
operaitng mechanism projecting from said body 
'through said apertured face plate to the exterior 
thereof, of a hollow cover upon the outside of said 
face plate for inclosing and concealing said face 
plate, screws and Operating mechanism, means 
concealed between said cover and said face plate 
through which said cover is supported by said 
wall switch, and actuating means for said oper 
ating mechanism movably mounted within said 
cover and extending downwardly beyond the 
same so that it is accessible for manual operation. 

9. The combination with an existing wall 
i switch of the character described comprising a 
body adapted_ tobe fixed within a. cavity of the 
wall, an apertured face plate ?xed to said body 
whose marginal portion' overlies the outer face 
*of the wall adjacent to and surrounding said cav 
ity, screws by which said plate is fastened to said 
body, and switch Operating mechanism projectin'g 
from said body through said apertured; face plate 
to theyexterior thereof, of a hollow cover upon 
the outside of said face plate for inclosing and 
concealing said operating mechanism and screws, 

- a member fixed in position upon theouter side 
'of said face plate by said screws, said member 
slidably engaging said cover to hold the same in 
position relatively to said face plate, and-means 
within said cover that is manually operable to 
actuate said switch-Operating mechanism; 

10. The combination with an existing wall 
switch of the character described comprising a. 
body adapted to be fixed within a cavity of the 
wall, an apertured face plate ?xed to said body 
whose ,marginal portion overlies the outer face 
of the wall adjacent to and surrounding said cav 
ity, screws by which said face plate is fastened 
to said body, and switch Operating mechanism I 
projecting from said body through said apertured' ' 
face plate to the exterior thereof, of a hollow sup 
plemental cover attachment upon the outside of 
said face plate for inclosing and concealing said 
Operating mechanism, means entirely concealed 
from view beneath said supplemental cover at 
tachment for holding the _latter in?position rela 
tively to saidface plate, a member fastened in 
position upon the outer side of said face plate_ 
by said screws; and actuating means for said - 
Operating mechanism which is movably support- l 
ed by said member, said actuating means extend- _ 

' tuates said operat'ing mechanism. 

2,211,8?s 
ing below said cover so that it is accessible for 
manual operation. _ 

11. The combination with an existing wall 
switch of the character described comprising a 
body adapted to be ?xed within a cavity of the 
wall, an apertured face plate fixed to said body 
whose marginal portion overlies the outer face of 
the wall adJacent to and surrounding said cavity, 
screws by which said face plate is fastened to said 
body, and switch-Operating mechanism project 
ing from said body through said apertured face 
plate to the exterior thereof, of 'a hollow" Supple 
mental cover attachment outside of said face 
plate for inclosing and concealing said face plate, 
said screwsand said Operating mechanism,` the 
heads of said screws, separably and slidably inter 
locking with said attachment cover to hold the 
same in position, and actuatingmeans for said 
Operating mechanism movably mounted within 
said cover attachment and accessible for manual 
operation. - , 

12. The combination with an existing wall 
switch of the character described comprising a 
body adapted to be ?xed within a cavity of the 
wall, an apertured face plate ?xed to said body 
whose marginal portion overlies the outer face of 
the wall adjacent to and surrounding said cavity, 
screws by which said face plate is fastened to said 
body, and switch operatlng mechanism project 
_ing from said body through said apertured face 
plate to the exterior thereof, of a hollow Supple 
mental cover attachment upon the outside of said 
face plate for inclosing and concealing said plate, 
said Operating mechanism and said screws, the 
heads. of said screws separably interlocking with 
said cover to hold the same in position,` and ac 
tuating means for said Operating mechanism 
which is movably supported within said cover, 
said actuating means being accessible for manual 
operation. 

13. A wall switch of the charater described ~. 
comprising a body adapted to be ?xed within a 
cavity in the wall, an apertured face plate ?xed 
to said body whose marginal portion overlies the 
outer face of the wall-adjacent to and surround 

' ing said cavity, switch Operating mechanism pro 
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jecting from said body through said apertured I 
face _plate to the exterior 'thereof, a hollow cover 
movably mounted upon the outside _of said face _ 
plate for inclosing and concealing said Operating, 
mechanism, and means upon the interior of said 
cover through which movement of the letter ac 

14. -A wall switch_ of the character described 
constructed in accordance with claim 13 wherein 
the means upon the interier of the cover through 
which the Operating mechanism is actuated con 
sists of a resilient member by which?the operat 
.ing mechanism is positively actuated. ' 

' 15. A wall switch ,of the character described 
constructed in accordance with claim 13 wherein 
said cover is slidably and separably connected 
with said face plate_ and wherein the means upon 

' the interior thereofthrou'gh which the Operating 
mechanism is actuated consists of a resilient 
member that'is sprung into interlocking engage 
ment with- said Operating mechanism when the ‹ 
cover is connected'with said face plate. 
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