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This invention relates, as indicated, .-to cable 
supports, but has reference more particularly 
to saddles for such supports. 7 
In Brenizer Patents Nos. 1,698,531 and 

1,705,233, there are disclosed cable hangers pro 
vided with cable supporting saddles, which pre 
sent broad areas of supporting surface for the 
cable. These saddles are designed to prevent cut 
ting of the lead sheathing of the cable by the 
relatively sharp edges of the hanger, and are 
usually made of steel having a galvanized ?nish 
of aluminum. ' 

Due, however, to the torque action which is 
described in my Patent No. 2,106,006, it has been 
found that such saddles, although they delay the 
cutting of the cable, do not prevent such cutting. 
Hangers, as disclosed in my aforesaid patent, pre 
vent cable cutting, but are relatively expensive to 
manufacture, involving as they do the use of a 
yoke which is assembled with a ring. 
The present invention, accordingly, has as its 

primary object the provision of a saddle which 
may be employed in conjunction with standard 
hangers of the character disclosed in the afore 
said Brenizer patents, which will prevent or sub 

_ stantially minimize the cutting of the cables, and 
which, moreover, are relatively inexpensive to 
manufacture. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a saddle of the character described, the use of 
which will substantially obviate electrolytic ac 
tion which is detrimental to the supported cable. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a saddle which is of an electrically-insulative 
character. 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide a saddle of the character described, which 
is self-orienting and which is designed to facili 
tate the discharge therefrom of water which ac 
cumulates thereon. 
To the accomplishment of the foregoing and 

related ends, said invention, then, consists of the 
means hereinafter fully described and particular 
ly pointed out in the claims. 
The annexed drawing and the following de 

scription set forth in detail certain mechanism 
embodying the invention, such disclosed meam 
constituting, however, but one of various me-' 
chanical forms in which the principle of the in 
vention may be used. ' 
In said annexed drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a transverse section through a messen 

ger wire provided with a hanger and a saddle em 
bodying the invention, showing by dot and dash 
~lines the position of the cable upon the saddle; 

(Cl. 248-61) ' 

Fig. 2 is a side view of the parts shown in Fig. 1; 
3 is a top plan view of the parts shown in 

Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional view, taken on the 
line 4—| of Fig. 1; and 5 

Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 1, but showing a 
somewhat modified' form of saddle. 
Referring more particularly to Figs. 1 to 4, in 

clusive, 2 designates the messenger wire, I the 
cable hanger, 4 the cable supporting saddle and 10 
5 the cable. _ 
The hanger 2‘.is in the form of suitable wire, 

preferably galvanized, and includes a cable re 
ceiving loop 6 having a bottom portion 1 and up 
wardly extending side portions 8. 
The upper end portions of the side portions 2 

of the loop are connected to the messenger wire 
2 by means of hooks l0 and II which are formed 
on the respective upper- end portions of the side 
portions 8 of the hanger loop 6, and which are 
constructed and applied to the messenger wire 
2 to connect the hanger thereto and to prevent 
displacement of the hanger relatively to the mes 
senger wire. 
The lower portion of the loop 6, i. e., the por 

tion thereof which receives the saddle 4 extends 
transversely to the messenger wire 2 and cable 5. 
The side portions 8 of the loop 6 are bent forming 
shoulders 9 immediately above the upper ends of 
the side portions of the saddle l, and the side 
portions 8 of the hanger diverge above the shoul 
ders 9 from the plane of the lower portion of the 
loop 0 to properly space the hooks II and H lon 
gitudinally of the messengerv wire, as shown in 
Figs. 2 and 3. 
The cable supporting saddle is generally U 

shaped, as seen in Fig. 1, for the reception of the 
cable 5 and to conform generally to the lower 
portion of the hanger loop 6, and the saddle com 
prises a bottom portion l2 and upwardly extend 
ing side portions IS. The saddle is further pro 
vided with two laterally spaced ?anges II which 
form a‘ channel for the reception of the lower 
portion of the hanger loop 0, the term “laterally," 
as here used, meaning the, direction lengthwise of 
the messenger wire 2 and the cable 5. The 
?anges II are spaced apart a distance but slightly 
greater than the width of the wire from which 
the hanger is formed, so that the saddle is not 
displaceable relatively to the hanger to any ap 
preciable extent in a direction lengthwise of the 
messenger wire 2. 
The lower portion l2 of the saddle 4_ rests 

upon the lower portion ‘I of the hanger loop I, 
and, in order to minimize friction between the 55 
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cable and the saddle as well as to facilitate draw 
ing of the cable through the saddle, the upper 
surface l5 of the lower portion l2 and the inner 
surfaces 86 of the side portions l3 of the saddle 
are transversely crowned or rounded, so as to 
provide, in e?ect, a point contact of the saddle 
with the cable. 
The ?anges It are extended downwardly at 

their lower central portions to provide points H, 
which function‘as drip points to facilitate drain 
age of water from the saddles. These points, by 
lowering the center of gravity of the saddle, en- ' 
ables the saddle to become self-orienting in the 
hanger, the saddle being freely rotatable within 
the hanger to a slight extent. - 
The base of the groove in the upstanding legs 

of the U-shaped saddle is so formed with ref 
erence to the loop that it is spaced substantially 
from the loop in order that the saddle may be 
free to rock therein. 
Of prime importance is the fact that the saddle 

is made from non-metallic material, preferably 
from thoroughly vitri?ed homogeneous white 
porcelain, the surfaces of which have been 
smoothly covered with a colorless glaze. Other 
non-metallic materials, such as glass or molded 
plastics may also be e ployed for the saddles. 
Saddles made of glaze porcelain‘ are particu 
larly desirable in that by their use, electrolytic 
action, which would be detrimental to the sup 
ported cable, is obviated. Moreover, by using 
such non-metallic materials, the saddles are elec 
tricaliy-insulative in character, and in actual 
practice, it has been found that the saddles may 
be used to support a non-lead sheath power cable 
which had to be insulated from the hangers and 
messenger wire. 
Another advantage in using. a saddle of glazed 

porcelain is that the saddle is virtually self 
cleaning, rain water readily washing any accu 
mulated dust or dirt from the smooth glazed sur 
face. ' 

In that form of the saddle shown in Fig. 5, 
the surface it’ of the saddle is in thcxiorm of an 
are having as its center the axis oi.’ support of the 
hanger, that is, theams of the messenger wire 
2. In this way, ‘when the messengerwire swings , 
laterally between its points of support, the cable 
will not roll up the sides of the saddle. and abra 
sion of the cable sheathing will be further min-y 
imized, as set forth in my aforesaid patent. 

Other modes of applying the principle 'of my 
invention may be employed instead of the one 
explained, change being made as regards the 
mechanism herein disclosed, provided the means 
stated by any of the following claims or‘ the equiv 
alent of such stated means be employed. . 
I therefore particularly point out and > dis 

- tinctly claim as my invention: 
1. In combination, a cable hanger provided 

with a loop and a U-shaped saddle-within the 
loop, said saddle having laterally spaced ?anges 
to provide a groove therebetween to receive said 
loop, said groove being slightly wider than the 
portion of the loop lying therein, whereby the 
saddle may rotate freely in the loop, the base of 
the groove on the legs of the saddle being sub 
stantially spaced from the loop to provide for 
rocking of the saddle in the loop. 

2. In combination, a cable hanger provided 
with a loop and a U-shaped saddle within the 
loop, said saddle having laterally spaced ?anges 
to provide a groove therebetween to receive said 
loop, said groove being slightly wider than the 
portion of the loop lying therein, whereby the 
saddle may rotate freely in the loop, the base of 
the groove on the legs of the saddle being sub 
stantially spaced from the loop to provide for 
rocking of the saddle in the loop, said saddle hav 
ing a lower portion of substantial length in the 
form of an are having its center the axis of sus 
pension of said hanger. 

CHARLES H. . 
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