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- This invention relates to a cutting tool and 
more particularly to a tool for cutting sheet ma 
terial. 
There is an innumerable number of places and 

conditions, under which it is desired to cut pieces - 
of sheet material, paper, cellulose products, gold 
leaf, other metallic foils, textiles, ?lms, etc., etc., 
by hand on a table top, board or other appro 
priate support. 
An object of the present invention is .to pro 

duce a simple, handy and reliable device or tool 
for such use with an interchangeable cutting 
blade, in which the blade is automatically com 
pletely housed except when in use.‘ 
With the above and other objects in view one 

embodiment of the invention may comprise a 
housing adapted for comfortable manual han 
dling having a chamber within which a sharp 
edges blade is pivotally mounted to be complete 
ly retired within the housing when not in use, 
and provided with means to cause a portionv of 
the edge of the blade to protrude from the hous 
ing while in use only. - 
Other objects and features of the invention 

will appear from the following detailed descrip 
tion of one embodiment thereof. taken in con 
nection with the accompanying drawing in which 
the same reference numerals are applied to iden 
tical parts in the several ?gures and in which 

Fig. l is a broken view in side elevation of a 
tool constructed in accordance with the inven 

_ tion; 
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Fig. 2 is an exploded plan view thereof; 
Fig. 3 is a detached view in side elevation of 

the body of the tool; ' > 
Fig. 4 is a detached view in end elevation of 

the blade and its control member; 
Fig. 5 is a detached view in side elevation of 

the cover plate, and . ' 

Fig. 6 is a detached view in side elevation of 
the blade. 
The embodiment of the invention herein dis-' 

closed comprises a body 20 formed with a recess 
or chamber 2| and an integral handle 22. This 
body may be made of any suitably rigid mate 
rial, metal, wood, molded plastic such as Celluloid 
or arti?cial resin, or other appropriate substance. 
The bottom wall of the recess 2| is pierced with 
a perforation 24 and a slot 25. There is also a 
bore 28 extending down inside the body from 
its top surface and substantially parallel to and 
intersecting longitudinally the slot 25. 
A little to the right of the recess 2| is a stop 

shoulder 21, against which may be abutted the 
correspondingly formed right hand edge 28 of 

(Cl. 30-156) 
a. cover plate 29 formed to match the outline of 
the‘ body 20 and to ?t thereon to cover the re 
cess 2|. When in place, this cover plate may be 
held by a bolt 36 and nut 3|, the bolt passing 
snugly through the perforation 24 and through 
a corresponding perforation 32 in the cover plate. 
The recess 2| is made to be little deeper than 

the thickness of an ordinary double edged razor 
blade 34 of the type shown in Fig. 6 and gener 
ally familiar under such trade-marks as “Gil 
lette,” “Probak," etc. Such blades are common 
ly manufacture and. sold to ?t various commer 
cial safety razors and have a generally uniform 
size and shape. Further they are customarily 
provided with at least two round perforations, 
or with one perforation 33 having an elongated 
form whose ends are relatively located in the 
blade where the two perforations of the other type 
are. The two opposite longer edges of the rough 
ly rectangular blade are sharpened. 
The two ends of the recess 2| are so formed 

and the perforation 24 is so located that when 
a razor blade as described is located flat in the 
recess with the bolt 30 passing through one end 
of .the perforations 33 as well as through the 
perforations 24 and 32, the blade 34 may swing 
pivotally on the'bolt as indicated in Fig. 1 to be 
either completely contained within the body 26 
as a housing or to protrude its left end slightly 
from the bottom of the housing. The bolt 30 is 
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however made somewhat smaller in diameter ~~ 
than‘ the rounded end portion of the slot 33 so 
that the blade 34 may slide a little on the bolt, 
as well as pivot thereon. 
The stem 35 of a push button 36 is slidable in 

the bore 26 and so also longitudinally in theslot 
25. A screw 31’ passes through the left end of 
a slot 40 and through the slot 25 and is mounted 
in the lower part of the stem 35. The head of 
this screw is too large to pass through the slot 
33 and so holds the blade 36 pivotably to the 
stem 35. The button 36 is normally held. in the 
upper position shown in Fig. 1 by a leaf spring 33 
mounted as shown, on the body 20 by screws 39. 
By pushing down on the button 36 with the 

thumb or a finger while holding the body 26 
or handle 22 in the hand, the left lower corner 
of the blade is forced to protrude from the body 
into operative position as shown in dotted lines 
in Fig. 1. Although the bore 26 is straight and 
not arcuate, the blade, pivoted at 30 is free to 
slide on the bolt 30 as described above, su?iciently 
to allow the screw 31 to follow the straight line 
motion of the stem 35 in the bore 26. 
The cover plate 29 is formed with the slot 40 
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located over and parallel to the slot 25 of sum 
cient width to receive the head of the screw 31. 
When a blade 34 is dulled by use at one corner, 

removal of the plate 29 and screw 31 will per 
mit the blade to be turned end for end or side for 
side or both to bring a fresh corner into use, or 
a new blade may then be conveniently substi 

'- tuted. 
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It will be noted that the blade is normally com 
pletely housed within the body 20 except when 
the button 36 is pushed down and held down; 
and if the tool be laid aside, or the button re 
leased, the blade is immediately retracted with 
in the housing. Thus the blade is never exposed 
except by intention. At the same time exposure 
of the blade for use is effected simply and in a 
natural, untiring and convenient manner. 
The embodiment of the invention herein dis 

closed is merely illustrative and may well be de 
parted from and modi?ed in many ways without - 
departing from the scope and spirit of the in 
vention as pointed out in and limited solely by 
the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. The combination with an apertured double 

edged razor blade or the like, of a body having a 
' chamber therein, a ?xed pivot and a reciprocable 
pivot disposed in the chamber and positioned to 

2.5209351 
be receivable in apertures in the said blade for 
movement of the blade about the ?xed pivot by 
the reciprocable pivot from a safety position en 
tirely within the body to a cutting position with 
a portion of an edge of the blade protruding be 
yond the body. 

2. A safety cutting tool comprising a body hav 
ing a chamber therein, a ?xed pivot positioned 
in the chamber, a reciprocable-pivot positioned 
‘in the chamber, and a. double edged blade aper 
tured to receive and be removably mounted on 

_ both pivots for movement about the ?xed pivot 
by the reciprocable pivot from a safety position 
entirely within the body to a cutting position 
with a portion of an edge of the blade protrud 
ing beyond the body. 

3. A safety cutting tool comprising a body hav 
ing a chamber therein, a ?xed pivot positioned 
in the chamber, a reciprocable pivot positioned 
in the chamber, and a blade having a plurality of 
cutting edges and apertured to receive and be 
mounted in selective positions on both pivots for 
movement about the ?xed pivot by the recip 
rocable pivot from a safety position within the 
body to a cutting position with a portion of one 
of the edges protruding beyond the body. 

JOHN F. WULFF. 
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