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1 Claim. 

Thisinvention relates to dispensing nozzles for 
gasoline or other types of dispensing hose and 
pertains particularly to a device attachable to the 
nozzle for preventing splashing out and waste of 
the contents from a gasoline tank as the same is 
being ?lled. * l 

The present invention has for its primary object 
to provide a device which may be applied or at 
tached to any of the usual ?exible nozzles em 
ployed upon the hose of gasoline dispensing ap 
paratus, which is introduced into the mouth of 
the ?lling pipe of a gasoline tank as the tank is 
being supplied with gasoline from the hose nozzle, 
and operates to prevent any of the gasoline 
splashing back through the ?lling pipe onto the 
ground or onto the body of the motor vehicle 
carrying the tank, thereby serving the multiple 
purpose of preventing waste of the fuel, prevent- . 
ing damage to the ?nish of the motor vehicle 
by the gasoline ?owing thereover and also elim 
mating a ?re hazard. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

splash preventing device for attachment to the 
dispensing nozzle of a gasoline hose which com 
prises a tapered collar which is adapted to be 
placed on and about the nozzle at the inner end 
thereof, for introduction into the ?lling pipe of 
a gasoline tank, which collar is provided with a 
series of small air vent passages which, while per 
mitting air to escape from the tank as the tank is 
being ?lled, will not permit the gasoline to escape 
from the tank in the event that the tank is over 
?lled. 
The invention will be best understood from a 

consideration of the following detailed description 
taken in connection with the accompanying draw 
ing forming part of this speci?cation, with the 
understanding, however, that the invention is not 
to be con?ned to any strict conformity with the 
showing of the drawing but may be changed or 
modi?ed so long as such changes or modi?cations 
mark no material departure from the salient fea 
tures of the invention as expressed in the ap~ 
pended claim. 

In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a view showing in side elevation a dis 

pensing hose nozzle together with a tank ?lling 
pipe in section, showing the device embodying the 
present invention applied to‘the nozzle. 

Fig. 2 is aview in end elevation of the splash 
preventer. 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view on the line 3-3 of 
Fig. 2. 
Referring now more particularly to the draw 

ing, the numeral l designates a gasoline ?lling 
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hose nozzle upon which the device embodying the 
present invention is shown applied, the device 
being generally indicated by the numeral 2. The 
?lling pipe of the gasoline tank is indicated at 3, 
showing how the splash and waste preventing de 
vice 2 ?ts therein. 
The device 2 comprises an annular body formed 

of rubber, rubber composition or other suitable 
pliable material. The central'passage 4 which is 
formed through this collar 2 is initially of a di 
ameter slightly less than the overall diameter of 
the nozzle I over which it is to be placed and 
the outer end of the collar is relatively wide, form 
ing a head 5 which at its periphery is shaped to 
form a ?ange 6 which merges with the tapering 
or conical wall 1 which extends to the inner end 
of the collar. The splash preventing device thus 
substantially constitutes a tapered plug having 
a' relatively wide head 5 at its outer end which 
projects beyond the tapered outer wall so as to 
form the overhanging ?ange 6 which, when the 
tapered portion is inserted in the mouth of the 
tank ?lling pipe 3, engages the edge. of the pipe 
mouth to completely close the pipe. This function 
of the ?ange 6 is particularly desirable where the 
maximum diameter of the tapered wall portion 
might happen to be slightly less than the interior 
diameter of the pipe into which the collar is in 

' serted. 

In order that the air displaced in the tank by 
the introduced gasoline may readily escape, the 
collar is provided with the several axially ex 
tending air escape passages 8 which lie in rela 
tively close proximity to the wall of the passage 4 

> so that at their inner ends they open through the 
end of the tapered part of the collar rather than 
through the tapered wall itself. 
In the use of the present splash protector, the 

same is forced over the dispensing nozzle so that 
the protector will securely grip and hold the 
nozzle thus being ?rmly maintained against move 
ment thereon and also, by reason of its tight en 
gagement therearound preventing the passage of 
gasoline between the collar and the nozzle. The 
collar is placed at the inner end of the nozzle so 
that the major portion of the latter may be in 
serted into the ?lling pipe 3. When the nozzle 
is inserted, the tapered part of the collar will be 
extended into the pipe and if the tapered wall 
does not contact the mouth of the pipe so as to 

' securely close it, the ?ange 6 will engage over the 
end of the pipe and thus close it against the escape 
of gasoline if the tank is over-?lled. While the 
tank is being ?lled, the displaced air will escape 
therefrom through the passages 8. These pas 
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2 
sages are preferably formed to extend diagonally 
with respect to the length or axis of the collar so 
that their inner ends will open through the inner 
end wall of the collar at approximately midway 
between the wall 1 and the wall of the passage 4 
while at their outer ends they open substantially 
midway between the wall of the passage 4 and 
the periphery of the head. It will be apparent, 
however, that the invention is not to be limited to 
the disposition of the passages in this speci?c 
manner as it will be obvious that they may be 
run in any other manner through the head so 
long as they provide the desired escape means for 
the air. 
As has previously been stated, the air holes or 

passages 8 are preferably disposed obliquely to 
the length of the collar and the nozzle, the object 
being to prevent as much as possible the escape 
of gasoline through splashing in the tank. ,In 
other words, any direct splashing against the in 
ner end of the collar will be blocked from passing 
through the passages due to the inclination of the 
same whereas if such passages ran straight or 
parallel to the length of the nozzle, the splashing 
liquid might pass directly out through the pas 
sages. 
The splash preventer is preferablyto be formed 

of spongy rubber so that it may act to absorb 
any gasoline which may splash against it as the 
tank is being ?lled. In the process of ?lling 
a tank, very few operators will hold the protector 
?rmly against the tank inlet or against the 
mouth of the ?lling pipe but will let the pro 
tector sag so as to form an opening at the top 
of the ?lling pipe through which the operator 
may listen to the sound produced by the gaso 
line ?owing into the tank and thuls be able 
to determine when the tank is nearly ?lled. If 
splash should occur while the protector is in 

2,208,989 
this position, the gasoline would be absorbed by 
the sponge rubber protector instead of being de 
?ected from it through the opening between the 
de?ector and the mouth of the pipe as might 
be the case it the protector were made of hard 
or solid material. Again it often happens that 
when the hose nozzle is withdrawn from the tank, 
a small quantity of gasoline will run down the 
side of the nozzle and may drip on the body of 
the motor vehicle whereas with the protector, 
this will be prevented as this drip will be ab 
sorbed by the‘ sponge-like rubber body of the 
protector. ’ 

From the foregoing, it will be readily appar 
ent that the device herein described constitutes 
a simple inexpensive and easily applied means 
for preventing waste of gasoline and for elimi 
nating ?re hazard. ‘ 
While the invention has been described as be 

ing designed for application to the nozzle of a 
gasoline dispensing hose, it will, of course, be 
understood that it is not to be limited to use 
in this capacity as it may be used upon any 
dispensing nozzle where it is found suitable. 
What is claimed is: 
A splash preventing device adapted for appli 

cation to a dispensing hose nozzle, comprising a 
collar-like body having a central passage of a 
diameter slightly smaller than the diameter of_ 
the nozzle which the body is designed to encircle, 
the body being exteriorly tapered from one end 
throughout the major portion of its length, the 
other end of the body constituting a relatively 
wide head terminating in a ?ange on its inner 
side which merges with the tapered wall of the 
body, and the body having an air passage ex 
tending longitudinally therethrough. 

CHARLES T. LEWIS. 
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