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This invention relates to‘ golf clubs, and more 
speci?cally ‘to a golf club intended for practice 
in swinging the club. ‘ , ‘ ‘ 

An object of the invention is to provide a prac 
tice, golf club equipped with a weight which travé 
els from ‘a position on the shaft ‘between the head 
and the handle or? grip of the club to a position 
at‘or‘near‘the head while the club is being swung, 
as a club would be swung in striking a ball, so 

10; as to give the operator a‘ feeling somewhat simi 
lar to the feeling‘ he would have in striking a 
ball,‘ although no ball be used. “ ‘ 

‘l Another?object is to provide a device of the 
charaoter‘mentioned, intended for use by experi-H 

IP51 enced golfers as Well as those learning the game, 
which may be used to learn and obtain pro?ciency 
in‘the best ‘manner of swinging the club, and 
especially inthe so-called“‘follow through” of 
the club. ‘ 1 ‘ 

Another object is to provide a club of the char 
acter mentioned which will‘ be useful and eifec 
tive inteachingplayers‘the best method of rais 
ing the \ club over ‘the shoulders to begin the 
swing; after the player has taken his stance. . 
.‘A still further object ‘is to ‘provide a'club of 
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“the character ‘mentioned‘whioh is simplein con- ‘ 
struction, and economical‘ in manufacture. ‘ 
Anda still further object is to provide ‘a de 

vice of the character mentioned having a stop 
39:, adjustable upon‘ the‘ shaft so as to permit the 

“travel of‘the weight to be lengthened or short 
‘ ened at will and with a minimum amount of ad 
‘ justment, so thatfthe requirements of various 
users of‘ the club, maybe readily met. ‘ . 

as; In describing the invention in detail, reference 
will ‘be made to the accompanying drawing,‘in 
Which-‘1+ ' ,1 ‘ ‘ r 

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of a golf club ,embody- ‘ 
. ing the invention: 

40 
‘in cross section, taken on the line 2-—2 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a View partly in side elevation and 
partly in vertical section of the weight andstop, 
taken substantially on the line 3--3 of Fig. 2; 

45 a Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view‘of the head 
of the club; and‘ 

Fig. 5 is a top plan of the head. 
In said drawing, in which like‘ designating char 

acters distinguish. like parts throughout the sev 
50 eral‘ views, the numeral ll indicates a rod-like 

shaft‘or staff, bearing at its upper end a con 
ventional grip or handle l2.‘ The lower .end of 
‘said shaft is snugly received within a ferrule l3 
formed integral with the upwardly directed por 

55 tion Id of a plate IS. A head It of‘conventional , 

Fig.2 is a view partly in top plan and partly ‘ 
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form is aflixed to said plate, as ‘by screws IT. 
The portion I4 of the plate l5 extends upwardly 
from the bottom of the plate and is'recessed un 
derneath so as to permit‘ a screw Hi to be di 
rected upwardly throughsaid plate and into the 
lower end of said shaft, whereby said shaft is 
held firmly in place within said ferrule. Mani 
festly, the ferrule, in‘ addition to affording a 
guide‘ for ‘centering the‘ shaft over the aper 
ture‘ E9 in the p1ate~portion M through which 
the screw it extends, also stiffens and strength 
ens the joint‘between‘the shaft and head portion 
of the club, represented generally by the letter A. 

‘ Said plate-portion I4 has shoulders 20 formed 
“ upon the uppersurface thereof, and acushion 2! 
of cylindrical shape and formed ‘of resilient ma 
terial, such as rubber,‘ surrounds said ferrule and 
seatsupon said shoulders 20. 

, Encircling said shaft between the grip l2 and 
the head portion A is a split sleeve 22 adjust 
able upon said shaft by means of a thumb-screw 
.23 in a manner which will be readily understood. 
Said sleeve has af?xed thereto, preferably oppo 
site said thumb-screw, a downwardly directed 
‘leaf spring 24; l ‘ ‘ 

Also slidably encircling said shaft ll between 
the head‘portion A and the sleeve, 22 is a weight 
25, annularly grooved at 25a, and having its low 
‘er end broadened to form an annular seat‘z?b 
whose surface‘ conforms substantially with the 
upper surface of the cushion 2|. And the lower 
portion of said weight is annularly recessed or 
bored, at 250, the diameter of said recess being 
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slightly‘ greater than the outside diameter of the ‘ 
ferrule‘ l3, and the depth of said recess being 
somewhat greater than the height of said fer 
rule l3 above‘the upper portion of the‘ cushion 
2|, so‘that no part of said weight will strike said 

‘ ferrule when said weight 25 slides down said 
shaft I I andstrikes said cushion 2|. ‘ 
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The spring“ may have several leaves (as, 
shown) or may be formed of only one leaf, and 
in either event the lower portion of the inner 
leaf is inwardly arched, as shown at 24a, so as to 
seat within the groove 25a of theweight 25, and 
thus to hold said weight in therposition shown 
in Figs. 1 and 3 against the pull of gravity. The 
strength of said spring, however, ‘is not su?i 
cient to retain said weight in said position against 
the centrifugal force created by the swinging of 
the club as if one were striking a golf ball. On 
the contrary, when the club is so swung, with 
the weight placed in its raised or initial position 
illustrated in Figs. land 3, the centrifugal force 
generated by the swinging of the club, will re 55 
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2 
lease the weight from the grip of the spring 24, 
allowing it to travel upon the shaft H, to the 
position illustrated in dotted lines in Fig. 4. Said 
last-mentioned position (if the sleeve 22 has been 
properly adjusted upon the shaft II) will be 
reached by the weight 25 at substantially the in 
stant one would strike a ball, if a ball were be 
ing used, and so gives the person using the club 
somewhat the same‘feeling he would experience 
in striking a ball with a club not equippedwith 
my invention. 
increased weight at the head at the impact in 
stant, the user more readily acquires the act of I 
properly “following through” the stroke. 

Furthermore, if a player has acquired'the" 
fault of whipping his club from a position be 
hind the ball to the position over the shoulder 
at which the stroke is begun, the centrifugal 
force so generated will be sufficient, when using 
a club equipped with this invention, to release 
the weight 25 from its initial position and force. 
it to the head; but if raised gently, the weight 
will not be dislodged. A club equipped with this 
invention is useful, therefore, in teaching golfers 
to overcome that fault. . 

The sleeve 22, as will be readily understood, 
affords a stop or barrier, limiting the upward 
movement of the weight 25, and the weight 
should always be placed in the initial position 
shown in Figs. 1 and 3 before a stroke is begun. 
Such positioning may be accomplished either by 
manually sliding the weight to said position, or 
by raising the club overhead, with its head 
aloft, to the position from which a stroke is 
begun, in which position the weight will slide 
downward along the shaft H by the force of 
gravity, and lodge in the initial position. , 

Manifestly, when the weight 25 reaches the 
cushion 2!‘ during a rapid stroke of the club, the 
cushion 2| will be depressed, and its outer walls 
forced outwardly, In order to permit such ex 
pansion of the cushion without causing undue 
strains upon the head 16, the surface of the latter 
lying adjacent to the cushion 2! is arcuately 
grooved inwardly, as shown at 26 in Fig. 4. ' ' 

Obviously, the distance the weight 25 should 
travel upon. the shaft I! so as to strike the 
cushion 2! at the proper point in the stroke of 
the club will differ for different users, and in 
order that the club may be adapted to the stroke 
of various users, the sleeve 22, which ?xes the 
upper limit of travel of the weight 25, is ad~ 
,iustable to any desired position upon the shaft 
H, by means of the thumb-screw 23, as will be 
readily understood. 

Manifestly, this 
any type of club. 

invention is adaptable to 

Furthermore, by reason of the‘ 
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I claim 
1. A practice golf club comprising a shaft of . 

substantially uniform diameter throughout its 
length, a head affixed to one end of the shaft, a 
ferrule affixed to the head and encircling the 
adjacent end of the shaft, a'resilient cushion 
encircling the ferrule, a weight encircling the 
shaft ‘and slidable thereon between the cushion 
and a stop spaced away from'the cushion, the 
weight having a seat designed to, strike the " 
cushion, and the head adjacent to the cushion 
‘being arcuately recessed away from the cushion 
so as to permit of ‘expansion of the cushion 
when struck by the weight. 

2. A practice golf club comprising a shaft of 
substantially uniform diameter throughout‘ its 
length, a head a?ixed to one end of the shaft, a 
ferrule formed integrally with a portion of the 
head and encircling the adjacent end of the 
shaft, a resilient cushion encircling the ferrule, 
a weight encirclingthe shaft and slidable there 
on between the cushion and a stop spaced away 
from the cushion, the weight havinga seat de 
signed to strike the cushion and being annu 
larly grooved adjacent to the shaft so as to avoid 
striking the ferrule, ‘and the head adjacent to 
the cushion being arcuately recessed away from 
the cushionv so as to permit of expansion of the 
cushion when struck by the weight.- ' _ 

3. A practice golf club comprising ,a shaft of 
substantially uniform diameter throughout its 
length, a head a?ixed to one end of the shaft, a 
ferrule vaffixed to the head and encircling the 
adjacent end of the shaft, av resilient cushion 
encircling the ferrule, a split sleeve vencircling 
the shaft, a thumbscrew carried by the sleeve 
and adapted to hold the sleeve in binding‘ posi 
tion upon ,the'shaft, the sleeve being adjust 
able upon the shaft with respect to the cushion, 
a weight encircling the shaft and slidable there-' 
on between the cushion and the sleeve, a spring 
carried by the sleeve and designedto retain the 
weight adjacent to the sleeve until the club is 
swung, the weight having a seat designed to 
strike the cushion, and the head adjacent to 
the cushion being arcuately recessed awayifrom 
the cushion so as to permit of expansion of the 
cushion when struck by the weight.‘ 

4. In a golf club having a shaft and a head, 
a weight encircling the shaft and slidable there 
on, a cushion encircling the shaft at the head 
and designed to soften the ‘blow of the weight 
upon the head when the club is swung, the outer 
surface of said cushion being free to bulge out 
wardly ‘when said cushion is struck by said 
weight. ' 
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