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This invention relates to containers for perish 
able liquids, such as evaporated or condensed 
milk and the like, and pertains particularly to 
a container construction which is adapted to be 

5 opened for dispensing of the contents by punc 
turing the container wall, as at the top of the 
container, and provided with date indicia or 
characters signi?cant of successive days, where 
by the user may puncture the container at .or 

10 adjacent the proper character and thus preserve 
a record of the opening ‘date which is available 
for inspection each time the container is used. 
One of the particular objects of the invention 

is to providea container of the character de 
15' scribed, which. may be produced at but aslight 

increase in cost over. the conventional type of 
container, and which will provide the user with 
a date record whereby the age of an opened con-v 
tainer will constantly be available for inspection. 

20 A further object of the invention isv to‘ pro 
vide a container of the character described, pro 
vided with a plurality of date-indicative char 
acters disposed adjacent the rim of the top wall 
of a container structure adapted to hold abody 

25 of liquid, in which the top wall of the container 
is provided witha plurality of indentations placed 
in cooperative arrangement with respect to said 
characters and adapted to facilitate the punctur 
ing of the top wall to prepare the container for 

30‘ dispensing of the liquid contents, said indenta 
tions being so placed with respect to said date 
indicative characters that when a particular in 
dentation is punctured through in the container 
opening operation, an indication of the date on 

35 which said operation took place is apparent to 
the user. ' 

The container of the vpresent invention com-. 
prises, essentially, a metallic can-shaped mem-‘ 
ber provided with side walls which are 

40 usually cylindrical, and substantially ?at top 
and bottom walls, the‘ top wall being provided 
with a series of characters indicative of _suc 
cessive days, either as numerals indicating the 
days of the month or letters indicating the days“ 
of the week, such characters being disposed ad 
jacent the edge portion of the top wall insuch 
position as to serve as an index of the day on 
which the container is opened when the con 
tainer is punctured adjacent the rim in accord 

50 ance with common practice, the puncture being 
placed at or adjacent the appropriate day-indi 
cating character. I ' 

Other objects and features of the present in@ 
vention will be brought out in the ensuing de 

55 :scription of certain illustrative embodiments, or 

45 

will be apparent therefrom. Such embodiments 
are illustrated in the accompanying drawing, 
and referring thereto: , 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of one embodiment of the invention, ‘provided f with numerals indica- 5 

tive of successive days of the month; ' 
Fig. 2 is a corresponding view of a modi?ed 

form of the invention, provided with letters in 
dicative of successive days in the week; 

Figs. 3 and. 4 are plan and side elevations, re7-v 10* 
spectively, of a further modi?cation of the‘ in; 
vention, wherein the‘ date-indicative characters 
are arranged on the side wall portions of the 
container, with cooperatively-arranged symbols 
carrying the indication from the side walls onto. 15" 
the top wall of the container; , 

Fig. 5 is a plan view of a still further modi?ca- ’ ' 
tion of, the invention, providing characters in 
dicative of the successive days in the month ar- - 
ranged in analternative spaced relation; and 20 

Fig. 6 is a detail view in enlarged scale per 
spective, showing the provision of date-indicative 
characters formed by stamping. 
Referring to the drawing, the container shown‘ 

at I in Fig. 1 is provided with a top wall 2 pro-, 25 
vided with a plurality of numerals 3 spaced 
about the peripheral edge of thetop wall 2, pref 
erably extending throughout not more than 180° 
in this particular form of the invention. Spaced 
outwardly from ‘the respective numerals 3, I 30? 
preferably also provide a plurality of, puncture 
locating marks 4, preferably such as depressions 
or indentations, to facilitate the puncturing of the. y 
can at an indicative position adjacent the nu 
merals (a suitable shape for such indentations 
being more fully illustrated in Fig. 6). The de 
vice of the present invention may be utilized as, 
follows: The user may puncture the can at a 
depression 4 adjacent the numeral representing 
the day of the month on which the can is opened, 
for example at the numeral l6, as indicated 
by the dotted circle 4', and in view of the com 
mon practice of puncturing the can-at two posi 
tions roughly diametrically opposite one another, 
to facilitate dispensing of ‘the ?uid; contents, I145 
provide also a series of puncture-locating marks 
or indentations 4a diametrically opposite the 
series of numerals 3, and the user may thus punc 
ture one of the series 4% as at 4". At any timev 
subsequent to. the ‘opening of the can by punc-’ 5b 
turing as above, the user may determine the age 
of the contents at a glance, whereforeshould the . 
user have more than one can open at av time, he’ 
will be able to select the older or fresher liquid 
for a particular use. 56' ‘ 
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2 
In the form illustrated in Fig. 2, I have pro 

vided a series of characters 6 signi?cant of the 
days of the week, such as “S,” “M,” etc., ar 
ranged arcuately adjacent the periphery of the 
top wall 1 of a container 8, suitable outwardly 
spaced puncture-locating marks 9 being pro 
vided, such as depressions or indentations com 
parable to the marks 4 above, as well as marks 
ll corresponding to the marks 6*‘ above. The 
manner of use of this form of the invention is 
entirely comparable to that of the form shown 
in Fig. l, as will be apparent, having in mind 
the fact that the date-indicative characters are 
arranged on a weekly basis, instead of on a 
monthly basis as in Fig. 1. 
The form of device illustated in Figs. 3 and Li 

is entirely comparable to the above forms, with 
the exception that the date-indicative charac 
ters are arranged in part on the upper edge of 
the side wall ll! of the container l3, as at M, 
and in part upon the top wall l5, as at iii. The 
part of the characters provided on the side wall 
may comprise the numerals, or letters, having the 
necessary signi?cance of successive days, and 
the part of the characters on the top wall may 
comprise lead-lines or the like which preferably 
extend substantially radially inwardly from the 
periphery of the top wall, in alinement with the 
respective numerals or letters. Suitable punc 
ture-locating marks or indentations I'l (corre 
sponding to the marks 4 and 9 above) may be 
provided adjacent the inner ends of the lead 
lines I6, and a series of marks l8 may be provided 
at the opposite peripheral edge of the top wall, 
corresponding to the marks 43‘ and H above. 
The manner of use of this form of the device 
is comparable to that described in connection 
with Fig. 1. 
The form of device shown in Fig. 5 is par 

ticularly adapted to small cans (such as the 
6 oz. evaporated milk size, for example) wherein 
greater circumferential spacing of the date-in 
dicative characters is provided. In this form of 
container, the date-indicative characters 2| are 
distributed throughout substantially 360° of the 
periphery of the top wall 22 of the container 23, 
spaced radially inwardly from the periphery if 
desired, to provide a substantially unobstructed 
outer peripheral area which may receive the 
punctures necessary to open the container for 
use. Suitable lead-lines or thelike, as shown 
at 24, may be provided, if desired, extending sub 
stantially radially outwardly and terminating in 
arrowheads 25 or other suitable marks of accen 
tuation, at which point the desired puncture 'or 
perforation may be made, to open the container 
for use. In this connection the arrowheads 
25 may be indented, as by stamping, or any other 
suitable puncture-locating indentations may be 
provided adjacent the outer ends of the lead 
lines 24. The customary oppositely~disposed 
puncture may be made intermediate two of the 
arrowheads 25, as at 26, opposite the main punc 
ture indicated at 21, for example, and suitable 
puncture-locating indentations may be provided 
at these positions. The date-indicative charac 
ters may be placed about the periphery of the 
top wall in such spacing as to cause a position 
26 always to fall diametrically opposite a posi 
tion 21, if desired. 

I may form the characters by printing, either 
directly upon the container or on a label which 
is cemented or otherwise secured to the can, 
or, as shown in Fig. 6, the date~indicative char 
acters may be impressed in the wall portion of‘ 

2,201,524 
the container by stamping, wherein a de?nite 
and permanent record mark is provided. In the 
showing in Fig. 6, the can side wall is indicated 
at 3|, the can top wall at 32, and the characters 
signi?cant of successive days (constituting nu 
merals) at 33. 

It will be appreciated that the container may 
be opened by puncturing the same at the posi 
tion of the date-indicating character, if desired, 
as indicated by the dotted circle 36, in which case 
the use of stamped (indented or sunken) numer 
als or letters will be found advantageous. When 

. the letters or numerals are so formed, the char 
acters themselves constitute puncture-locating 
marks, and the provision of auxiliary puncture 
Iocating marks adjacent the characters is un 
necessary. 
In containers which are adapted to be opened 

for dispensing of the contents by puncturing 
the top wall, it is customary to form the top 
wall of deformable metal in order to permit‘such 
puncturing. ,The present invention is particu 
larly concerned with containers in which the 
puncturing operation is performed at‘ a position 
on the top wall adjacent the periphery thereof. 
In each of the forms shown, therefore, at least 
a portion of the top Wall adjacent the periphery 
thereof is deformable, and the date-indicating 
characters are provided within an area at and 
adjacent this peripheral deformable wall portion, 
whereby the container may be opened by punc 
turing this wall portion within an area at and 
adjacent any desired one of said characters. The 
opening may be made by puncturing either at 
a position near the desired date-indicating char 
acter but actually separated therefrom as illus 
trated for example at 4’ in Fig. l or at 35 in 
Fig. 6, or at the position of the desired date 
indicating character as illustrated at 36 in Fig. 6. 
Other modi?cations of the structure may oc 

cur to those skilled in the art, and I do not 
choose to be limited to the actual embodiments 
herein shown, but rather to the scope of the 
subjoined claims. 

I claim: 
1. A container for perishable liquids such as 

evaporated milk and the like, which comprises: 
a metallic container having top, bottom and 
side walls, said ‘top wall having a deformable 
wall portion adjacent the periphery thereof 
adapted to be punctured for the withdrawal of 
the liquid contents; and a plurality of charac 
ters circumferentially spaced adjacent the pe 
riphery of the top wall, said characters being 
signi?cant of successive days, whereby an indi 
cation of the day upon which said container is 
opened is produced upon opening the container 
by puncturing said wall portion at a point within 
an area at and'adjacent the correct day char 
acter. 

2. A container as set forth in claim 1, said 
characters being located at said deformable wall 
portion and being formed as indentations in 
said wall portion, to facilitate the placement of 
a puncturing tool for the opening of said con 
tainer. 

3. A container for perishable liquids such as 
evaporated milk and the like, which comprises: 
a metallic container having top, bottom and side 
walls, said top wall having a deformable wall 
portion adjacent the periphery thereof adapted 
to be punctured for withdrawal of the liquid 
contents; a group of circumferentially spaced 
indentations formed in said wall portion; and a 
plurality of. spaced characters on said top wall, 
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the respective characters being disposed adjacent 
the respective indentations and said characters 
being signi?cant of successive days, whereby'an 
indication of the day upon which said container 
is opened is produced upon opening the container 
by puncturing said wall portion at the indenta 
tion adjacent the correct day character. 

4. The container set forth in claim 3,-and com 
prising in addiiion, a second group oi‘ circumfer 
entially spaced indentations formed in said wall 
portion, the respective indentations of said sec 
ond group being arranged substantially diametri~ 
cally opposite the respective indentations of said ' 
?rst-named group. 

5. The container set forth in claim 3,.said 
group of indentations being distributed over not 
more than 180° of said top Wail, and said con 
tainer comprising in addition, a second group 
of circumferentially spaced indentations formed 
in said wall portion, the respective indentations 
of said second group being arranged substan 
tially diametrically opposite the respective in 
dentations of said ?rst-named group. 

6. A container for perishable liquids such as 
evaporated milk and the like, which comprises: 
a metallic container having top, bottom and side 
walls, said top wall having a deformable portion 
adjacent the periphery thereof adapted to be 
punctured for withdrawal of the liquid contents; 

3 
a group of circumferentially spaced indentations 
formed in ‘said wall portion; and a- plurality of 
spaced characters on said can, at positions ad 
jacent the periphery of said top wall, the respec 
tive characters being disposed adjacent the re 
spective indentations and said characters being 
signi?cant of successive days, whereby an indi 
cation of the day upon which said container is 
opened is produced upon opening the container 
by puncturing said wall portion at the indenta 
tion adjacent the correct day character. ~ 

'7. The container set forth in claim ,6, and 
comprising in addition, a second group of cir 
cumferentially spaced indentations formed in 
said wall portion, the respective indentations of I 
said second group being arranged substantially 
diametrically opposite the respective indenta 
tions of said ?rst-named group‘. 

8. The container set forth in claim 6, said’ 
group of indentations being distributed over not 

I more than 180° of said top wall, and said con- > 
tainer comprising in addition, a second group I 
of circumferentially spaced indentations formed 
in said wall portion, the respective indentations 

' of said second group being arranged substantially 
diametrically opposite the respective indenta 
tions of said ?rst-named group. \ 
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