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This invention relates to ear protecting devices 
and more particularly to a device engageable 
about the ear for protecting the ear during the 
treatment of the hair. 
An object of this invention is to provide a cover 

or protecting device which is adapted to be re 
movable mounted on the ear so as to protect the 
ear against heat or the like during the permanent 
waving or other treatment which is being given 
to the hair. 
A further object of this invention is to provide 

a protector of this kind which may be easily and 
quickly applied to the ear and which will be 
maintained on the ear by its inherent resiliency 
and by suction or clamping due to the resiliency 
of the material of which the device is formed. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

a protector of this kind which is so constructed 
that it can be readily adapted to‘ various types 
of ears, the device being formed of resilient or 
?exible material and including a connecting strap 
connecting the two vdevices together so as to ?rm 
ly hold the devices on the ear and thus protect 
the ear against undue heat or against chemicals 
which may be used in the treatment of the hair. 
A still further object of this invention is to 

provide a protecting device of this kind which is 
adapted to protect the marginal portions of the 
ear without impairing the hearing. 
Embodying the aims aforesaid and others 

which may hereinafter appear, the invention con 
sists of the novel construction, combination and 
arrangement of parts to be more speci?cally de 
scribed and as illustrated in the accompanying 
drawing, wherein is shown an embodiment of this 
invention, but it is to be understood that changes, 
variations and modi?cations may be resorted to 
which fall within the scope of the invention as 
claimed. 
In the drawing: . 
Figure 1 is a detail side elevation of an ear 

protecting device constructed according to an 
embodiment of this invention, showing the device 
in applied position, 

Figure 2 is a sectional view taken on the line 
2-4 of Figure 1, ' 

Figure 3 is a sectional view 
3-’ of Figure 2, 

Figure 4 is a detail 
protecting devices. 

Referring to the drawing, the numeral lil desig 
nates generally a one-piece channeled body 
formed throughout of suitable resilient material 
not readily affected by heat and which is adapted 
to snugly engage about the marginal edge por 

taken on the line 

side elevation of one of the 

(01. 132-45) 
tions of the ear. The body It is formed in side 
elevation of a configuration similar to the general 
con?guration of an ear, that is to say substan 
tially of longitudinally arcuate contour. The 
body It includes an outer end or flanged part II, 5 
an inner end or flanged‘ part M, an inner inter 
mediate or coupling part 12 and an outer inter 
mediate or coupling part 13. The rear side of 
part i l merges into the front side and extends at 
a forward inward inclination with respect to part v‘16 
213. The rear side of part 13 merges into the 
front side of part E2. The rear side of part l2 
merges into the inner marginal portion of the 
front and is ?ush with the inner edge of part I4. 
The parts i i, l2, l3 and hi decrease in width from 15 
their upper to their lower ends. The upper ends 
of the ‘said parts are substantially flush. The 
lower ends of said parts are substantially flush. 
The major portion of the length of part I3 is 
substantially of arcuate contour in cross section. 120 
The remaining portion of the length of the part 
i3 is of angle-shape in cross section. The part 
l2 couples part M with part it. The latter cou-‘ 
ples part It with part H2. The part It in con 
nection with a portion of the part ll provides ‘.25 
the body it with an internal‘groove or channel 
it” extending from the upper to the lower end 
of said body and which decreases in depth and 
width from its upper to its lower end. The part 
i2 is so disposed relative to and correlated with ~13!) 
the parts it, lél to form body it with a clearance 
space for correlation with the parts I3 and Hi 
When body It is compressed when positioning it 
on the ear. The said space is in the form of an 
external groove or channel I36 extending from v35 
the upper to the lower end of body Iii and which 
decreases in depth and width from its upper to 
its lower end. The part M- in cross section is 
of ?ared contour. The lower end of body ID is 
curved downwardly.‘ The major portion of the .40 
length of part ll extends inwardly with respect 
to the parts 52 and M. The parts ll, l2, l3 and 
it are continuous. The part I2 is adapted to 
extend in the direction of the head of the wearer. 
The part it is adapted to engage flat against the 45 
adjacent side of the head of the wearer. As the 
?ange U5 is resilient it is adapted to conform itself 
to the general configuration of the adjacent side 
of the head of the wearer. The innerintermedi 
ate coupling l2, as shown in Figure 2 tapers in '50 
a downward direction as indicated at 15 so that 
the lower portion i=3 of the body it will be dis 
posed more closely to the head of the wearer than 
the upper portion ill. The lobe of the ear is 

to have at least a portion of one side M 
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thereof engaged in the lower portion I6 of the 
body It). As shown in Figure 2, the inwardly 
projecting ?ange II at the lower portion thereof 
projects outwardly or laterally, as at “3. The up 
per portion I‘! of the body In constitutes a sub 
stantially open hood or cover which tapers in a 
downward direction with the greatest covering at 
the upper and rear edge of the ear E. 
A resilient clamping member I9 is carried by 

an arcuate resilient arm 20, which is formed in 
tegral with the ?ange I I and is adapted to, project 
inwardly of the ear E at substantially the center 
thereof, the clamping member l9 being so formed 
that it will resiliently contact with the adjacent 
surface of the ear inwardly of the marginal edges 
of the ear as shown in Figure 1. The clamping 
member I 9 is normally biased inwardly so that 
when the device is in applied position the "clamp 
ing member l9 will resiliently engage against the 
surface of the ear inwardly of the marginal edge 
thereof. 

. It will be understood that there will be two of 
these protectors and the two protectors may be 
connected together by an elastic strap or cord 2!, 
which as shown in Figure 1 is connected at the 
opposite ends thereof to the upper portion of the 
?ange ' l 4. 

In the use of this device the protector has, in 
side elevation a con?guration closely resembling 
the con?guration of the marginal edges of the 
ear and has a generally C shape, as shown in 
Figure 4. The marginal edges of the ear are 
adapted to be received in the groove or channel 
l3c of the body Ill and the parts l2 and [3 are 
of such cross sectional length as to dispose the 
?ange l4 snugly against the side of the head con 
fronting the ear. The clamping member l9 will 
.engage interiorly of the ear in substantially the 
center thereof and the cord or elastic member 2| 
is adapted to engage beneath the chin or jaws of 
the wearer. The protector hereinbefore described 
is adapted to cover the marginal portions of the 
ear su?iciently so that the heating appliances or 
chemicals used in the treatment of the hair will 
not contact with the marginal edges of the ear. 
This device is adapted to be constructed out of 
material with, at least a degree of resiliency so 
.‘that it may readily adapt itself to the con?gura— 
vtion of the head and ear and at the same time 
the device is constructed out of such material as 
will not be readily affected under the application 
of heat or chemicals used in the treatment of the 
hair. 

Heretofore devices have been used which are 
applied to the ears and which completely cover 
the ears. These devices affect the hearing and 
in addition retain the heat on the interior thereof. 
The device hereinbefore described is of substan 
tially skeleton construction, which will not readily 
retain the heat in the cavities of the ear and at 
the same time the protector will adequately en 
gage about the marginal edges of the ear so that 
the ear will not become unduly affected by any 
.heat treatment or chemicals used in the treat 
mentof the hair. This device is also of such a 
construction that it can be easily and quickly 
sterilized or cleansed so that it can be used for 
an inde?nite period of time. 
The device is of substantially c-form, which 

when used in protective relation with respect to 
the ear opens in a direction towards a cheek of 
the user. The channel formed by the body l0 
decreases in depth from its upper to its lower end 
whereby the upper half of the ear is satisfactorily 
protected when the device is used. Although the 

2,198,546 
body I0 due to its resilient'characteristic will 
maintain itself on the ear, yet the clamping mem 
ber l9 further assists in such purpose. The mem 
ber I9 also acts to prevent the shifting of the 
device laterally with respect to the head when 
the device is mounted on the car. 
What we claim is: 
1. An ear protecting device comprising an 

upstanding one-piece resilient lengthwise extend 
able body substantially of arcuate contour longi 
tudinally, said body including a continuous outer 
?ange, a continuous inner ?ange, a continuous 
inner intermediate coupling part, a continuous 
outer intermediate coupling part merging into the 
other coupling part and a clamping member in 
termediate the ends of the forward edge of and 
extending forwardly from said outer ?ange at an 
inward inclination, said inner intermediate cou 
pling part merging into the front face of and 
connecting the inner ?ange with the outer inter 
mediate coupling part, said outer intermediate 
coupling part merging into the rear side of and 
connecting said outer ?ange with said inner in 
termediate coupling part, said outer ?ange ex 
tending forwardly at an inward inclination from 
the front side of and correlating with said outer 
intermediate coupling part to provide said body 
with an internal channel for mounting the body 
on the ear, and said inner intermediate coupling 
part being so related to said inner ?ange and said 
outer intermediate coupling part to provide said 
body with an external clearance. 

2. An ear protecting device comprising an up 
standing one-piece resilient lengthwise extend 
ible body substantially of arcuate contour longi 
tudinally, said body including a continuous outer 
?ange,‘ a continuous inner ?ange, a continuous 
inner intermediate coupling part, a continuous 
outer intermediate coupling part merging into 
the other coupling part and a clamping member 
intermediate the ends of the forward edge of and 
extending forwardly from said outer ?ange at an 
inward inclination, said inner intermediate cou 
pling part merging into the front face of and 
connecting the inner ?ange with the outer inter 
mediate coupling part, said outer intermediate 
coupling part merging into therear side of and. 
connecting said outer ?ange with said inner in 
termediate coupling part, said outer ?ange ex 
tending forwardly at an inward inclination from 
the front side of and correlating with said outer 
intermediate coupling part to provide said body 
with an internal channel for mounting the body 
on the ear, and said inner intermediate coupling 
part being so related to said inner ?ange and said 
outer intermediate coupling part to provide said 
body with an external clearance, said inner ?ange 
being of ?ared contour in cross section and said 
outer intermediate coupling part having the ma 
jor portion of its length of arcuate contour in 
cross section and the remaining portion of its 
length of angle-shaped contour in cross section. 

3. An ear protecting device comprising an up 
standing one-piece resilient lengthwise extend 
ible body substantially of arcuate contour longi 
tudinally, said body including a continuous outer 
?ange, a continuous inner ?ange, a continuous 
inner intermediate coupling part, a continuous 
outer intermediate coupling part merging into 
the other coupling part and a clamping member 
intermediate the ends of the forward edge of and 
extending forwardly from said outer ?ange at 
an inward inclination, said inner intermediate 
coupling part merging into the front face of and 
connecting the inner ?ange with the outer inter 
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said outer intermediate 

coupling part merging into the rear side of and 
connecting said outer ?ange with said inner in 
termediate coupling part, said outer ?ange ex 
tending forwardly at an inward inclination from 
the front side of and correlating with said outer 
intermediate coupling part to provide said body 
with an internal channel for mounting the body 

mediate coupling part, 

.on the ear, and said inner intermediate coupling 
part being so related to said inner ?ange and 
said outer intermediate coupling part to provide 
said body with an external clearance, said clamp 
ing member formed of a forward and a rear por 
tion, said forward portion for binding against 
the ear, inset with respect to said rear portion 
and of greater width than the latter. 

4. An ear protecting device comprising an up 
standing one-piece resilient lengthwise extend~ 
ible body substantially of arcuate contour longi 
tudinally, said body including a continuous outer 
?ange, a continuous inner ?ange, a continuous 
inner intermediate coupling part, a continuous 
outer intermediate coupling part merging into 
the other coupling part and a clamping member 
intermediate the ends of the forward edge of and 
extending forwardly from said outer ?ange at an 
inward inclination, said inner intermediate coue 
pling part merging into the front face of and 
connecting the inner ?ange with the outer inter 
mediate coupling part, said outer intermediate 
coupling part merging into the rear side of and 
connecting said outer ?ange with said inner in 
termediate coupling part, said outer ?ange ex 
tending forwardly at an inward inclination from 
the front side of and correlating with said outer 
intermediate coupling part to provide said body 
with an internal channel for mounting the body 
on the ear, and said inner intermediate coupling 
part being so related to said inner ?ange and said 
outer intermediate coupling part to provide said 
body with an external clearance, the said ?anges 
and parts decreasing in width from their upper 
to their lower ends. 

3 

5. An ear protecting device comprising an up 
standing one-piece resilient lengthwise extend 
ible body substantially of arcuate contour longi 
tudinally and opening forwardly, said body hav 
ing its front portion formed with an internal 
channel opening at the upper and lower end 
thereof, said channel providing for mounting said 
body on the ear in forwardly extending relation 
with respect to the head, said channel gradually 
decreasing in width and depth from the upper 
end to the lower end of said body, said body hav 
ing at its rear a flange of arcuate contour length 
wise for bearing against the head, and a clamp 
ing member integral with the outer side wall of 
the channel, intermediate the ends of such wall, 
said ?ange extending forwardly at an inward in 
clination from such wall for bearing against the 
ear when the protector is in protecting position. 

6. An ear protecting device comprising an up 
standing one-piece resilient lengthwise extend 
ible body substantially of arcuate contour longi 
tudinally and opening forwardly, said body hav~ 
ing its front portion formed with an inturned 
channel opening at the upper and lower end 
thereof, said channel providing for mounting said 
body on the ear in forwardly extending relation 
with respect to the head, said channel gradually 
decreasing in width and depth from the upper 
end to the lower end of said body, said body 
having at its rear a ?ange of arcuate contour 
lengthwise for bearing against the head, and a 
clamping member integral with the outer side 
wall of the channel, intermediate the ends of 
such wall, said ?ange extending forwardly at an 
inward inclination from such Wall for hearing 
against the ear when the protector is in protect 
ing position, said member being of strap-like 
form and having its forward portion inset with 
respect to and of greater width than its remain 
ing portion. 

MATTHEW J. LOVER. 
JAMES COLQUITT. 
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