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1 Claim. (01.173-330) - 

The invention relates to wall sockets of the 
type which are usually mounted in the walls of 
a room and are adapted to have plugs detachably 
connected thereto to supply electric current to 
lamps or other electrical devices. 
An object of the invention is to provide a wall 

socket which is neat and attractive in appear 
ance, compact, and simple in construction. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

wall socket which may be adjusted to accommo 
date a larger or lesser number of plugs. 
One form of the invention is embodied in a 

wall socket adapted to be mounted in a wall and 
adapted to have all parts thereof substantially 
?ush with the wall when the wall socket is not 
in use or when it is adjusted to accommodate a 
minimum number of plugs. The wall socket may 

' be adjusted to receive a larger number of plugs. 
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Other objects and advantages will become ap— 
parent as the following detailed description pro 
gresses, reference being had to the accompanying 
drawing, wherein 

Fig. 1 is a front elevation of a wall socket which 
embodies the invention, the wall socket being 
shown mounted in a wall. 

Fig. 2 is a plan section taken on line 2-—2 of 
Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is a section taken on the same line as 
Fig. 2 but showing certain parts in changed po 
sitions, and 

Fig. 4 is a section taken on line 4-4 of Fig. 3. 
Referring to the drawing wherein a wall socket 

embodying a preferred form of the invention 
is illustrated, the reference character Ill desig 
nates a wall socket which is shown mounted in 
a wall H. The wall socket l0 comprises a face 
plate l2, a housing l3 and a bracket H, which 
members are all supporting members. It will be 
noted that the bracket I4 is U-shaped and has 
two outwardly extending lugs l5 which lie be 
tween the face plate l2 and outwardly extending 
?anges > I‘! projecting from the housing l3. 
Screws l8 secure the face plate I2 to the lugs l5 
and the ?anges l1. It will be noted that when 
the apparatus is adjusted as illustrated in Fig. 2, 
the outer surface of the wall socket I0 is approx 
imately flush with the outer surface of the wall 
H as it projects beyond the outer surface of the 
wall II a distance which is only equal to the 
thickness of the face plate l2. 
The face plate I2 is provided with a central 

opening 20 in which a multiple socket member 
22 is slidably mounted. Recesses 23 in the front 
surface 24 of the socket member 22 are adapted 
to receive the usual prongs or contacts 25 of plugs 

26 of a type well known to those skilled in the art. 
The prongs or contacts 25 are engageable with 
cooperating contact members 21 in the recesses 
23. It will be noted that the recesses 23 are ex 
posed when the socket member 22 is in the posi 
tion wherein it is shown in Fig. 2 and also when ' 
it is in the position wherein it is shown in Fig. 3 
so that a plug 26 may have its prongs 25 brought 
into contact with the contacts 2‘! at any time. . 
A pair of recesses 23a corresponding to the re 

cesses 23 are provided on each side of the forward 
end of the socket member 22, contacts 21a, cor 
responding to the contacts 21, being provided in 
the recesses 23a. When the socket member 22 is 
in the position wherein it is shown in Figs. 3 and 
4 prongs or contacts 25a corresponding to the 
prongs or contacts 25 and forming parts of plugs 
26a may be inserted in the recesses 23a to engage 
the contacts 21a. The plugs 26a may be identi 
cal in construction with the plug 26. The plugs 
26 and 26a are of a type commonly employed 
to connect lamps or other electrically operated 
devices to wall sockets to obtain the electrical 
current for operating the lamps, or other elec 
trically operated devices. 
The contacts 21 and 21a are connected by suit 

able conductor 30 to a source of electrical cur 
rent, a conduit 3| being provided to house the 
conductors. 

It will be. noted that the bracket I3 is provided 
with two oppositely disposed slots 33 which have 
enlarged openings 34 at their ends. Riding in 
each slot 33 is a frustro-conical member 35, the 
frustro-conical members being slidably mounted 
on pins 36 screw-threaded in and projecting from 
the socket member 22. At their outer ends, the 
pins are provided with heads 38 and intermediate 
the heads 38 and the. frustro-conical members 35 
are compression springs 40. When the socket 
member 22 is in the position wherein it is shown 
in Fig. 2, the frustro-conical members 35 are 
seated in the openings 34 at the inner ends of 
the slots 33 and it will be readily understood that 
the action of the springs 40 is such that the socket 
member 22 will remain in the position wherein it 
is shown in Fig. 2 until the socket 22 is forcibly 
withdrawn from that position. The springs are 
of such strength that one may grasp the forward 
end of the socket member 22 and pull it for 
wardly into the position wherein it is shown in 
Fig. 3 so that the frustro-conical members 35 will 7 
engage the openings 34 at the forward ends of 
the slots 33. Similarly, one may push the socket 
member 22 from the position wherein it is shown 
in Fig. 3 to the position wherein it is shown in 
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2 
Fig. 2. Of course, the springs 40 yield when such 
displacement of the socket member 22 takes place. 
The face plate (2 is provided with notches 43 to 
permit one to grasp the forward end of the socket 
22 when the socket is in the position wherein it 
is shown in Fig. 2. 
As will be understood by those skilled in the 

art, the socket member 22 comprises a body por 
tion 44 which is preferably formed from electrical 
insulation. The contacts 2'! and 27a are suitably 
moiuited in the body portion 44 and are suitably 
connected to the conductors 30. The details of 
this construction are not shown as they do not 
form a part of the invention. 
While I have shown and described certain em 

bodiments of my invention, it is to be understood 
that it is capable of many modi?cations. 
Changes, therefore, in the construction and ar~ 
rangement may be made without departing from 
the spirit and scope of the invention as disclosed 

2,196,842 
in the appended claim, in which it is my intention 
to claim all novelty inherent in my invention as 
broadly as permissible, in view of the prior art. 

I claim: 
A device of the kind described comprising a 

housing, a socket member slidably mounted in 
said housing, said socket member having a plu 
rality of electrical contacts for receiving co-opcr 
ating contacts of a plurality of plugs, said socket 
being movable into a position wherein said elec~ _ 
trical contacts are disposed within said housing 
and are not accessible and said socket member 
being movable also into a position wherein said 
electrical contacts are accessible, a bracket hav 
ing a slot therein mounted in said housing, and 
means including means frictionally engaging the 
edges of said slot for holding said socket in either 
its extended or its retracted position. 
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