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» This invention relates to a covering that is 
particularly useful for a flat roof or deck,- but 
it is not limited to such> uses as it is also suitable 
for floors, playgrounds, tennis'courts, roadways, 
and the like. . , 

It is well known that lattice work, wood slats, 
tile or blocks are placed for example on flat roofs 
and other places to provide surfaces that can 
be walked or traveled upon without injuring the 
underlying watertight layer or subsurface. In 
such cases whenV tile or blocks are used they are 
often cemented to the top side of the underlying 
watertight layer or surface by means of asphalt 
or tar or other waterproof cementitious material. 
The tile or blocks are usually laid with their edges 
close together but having small cracks in which 
water may collect and freeze causing upheaval 
or detachment of the tile or blocks from the un 
dersurface and leaving them or at least some of 
them loose thereon. Besides, even in warm 
Weather the Weight of one stepping on a loosened 
tile or block under which water has collected 
sometimes causes geysers of water to spout out. 
By the present invention the troubles or didi 

culties mentioned above aswell as other objec 
tions are overcome and, in addition, the danger 
of water passing through a roof deck or -other sur 
face to which the invention is applied is greatly 
reduced. At the same time the life of the same 
is prolonged. Also, this invention provides a 
somewhat resilient area that is not slippery and 
is safe for pedestrians and vehicles. 
In carrying out this invention waterproof tile 

or blocks that can be walked or traveled over are 
laid upon a roof deck, ñoor, or other surface with 
their edges near each other. Their edges are so 
shaped that sealing strips can be installed at the 
joints in such a manner as to provide a substan 
tially smooth upper surface and prevent access 
of water between the edges of the tile or blocks 
and between these tile or blocks and the surface 
upon which they are laid. ’ 

The invention will be understood from the de 
scription in connection with> the accompanying 
drawing in which Fig. 1 is a plan view partly 
broken away and with parts removed showing an 
illustrative embodiment of my invention; Fig. 2 
is a plan view of one of the tile or blocks; Fig. 
3 is a section along the line 3-3 of Fig. 2; Fig. 
4 is an exploded edge view of Fig. 1; and Fig. 5 
is an end view of a modification of the tile or 
block shown in Figs. 2 and 3. 
In the drawing, reference character I (Fig. 4) 

represents a roof deck, road way, or the like to 
which this invention is applied or by which it is 
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covered. The portion I may be made waterproof 
initially in any of the Well known ways so that 
water cannot penetrate it. ' 
-The portion I is covered with waterproof tile f 

or blocks 2 preferably of rectangular shape hav- 5 
ing grooves 3 around their edges along their upper 
surfaces, with the edges 4 of adjacent blocks pref 
erably in contact with each other. 'I'hese blocks 
or tile 2 may be made of any material that is re 
silient and wear resisting and can be made Water- 10 
proof. For example, these blocks or tile 2 can 
be made of wood and can be waterproofed either 
before or after they are cut out or formed, or 
they can be made of manufactured fibrous ma 
terial such as Celotex and saturated with water- 15 
proof liquid or plastic material such as tar or as 
phalt. They may be nailed in place by nails near 
the corners, these nails being long enough to ex 
tend into but not through the portion I. 
The blocks 2 do not have to be made in one 20 

Àpiece with grooves 3 along the edges, but can 
be easily constructed of two pieces 2' and 2" of 
dilîerent sizes with the smaller one on top thus 
leaving the groove 3 around the edges so indi 
cated. 25 
The top surface of the portion I is preferably 

covered with a coating 5 of Waterproofing ma 
terial before the tile or blocks 2 are laid. As they 
are pressed down a part of the cbating material 
5 is pressed upward between the joints 4 as indi 
cated at 6. A layer `l of liquid or plastic water-y 
_proof material is applied to the grooves 3 after 
the tile 2 have been put in place and‘ pressed 
down, and a series of long stripsß of waterproof 
saturated felt or the like is laid in the grooves 35 
3 covering the joints 4 and rendering them more 
safe from the penetration of water. These strips 
8 are preferably laid in the direction of the slope 
or drainage of the portion I. Short cross strips 4o 
9 of the same sort are laid in the grooves 3 at 
right angles to the strips 8. ~ 
After the strips 8 and 9 have been put in the 

grooves 3 waterproof cementitious material I0 as 
shown at the right hand portion of Fig. 4 is 4 
poured on top of these strips, and then long strips 
III, which may be made of the same sort of ma 
terial as the blocks 2 and aremade waterproof 
for example by impregnating them with tar or 
asphalt or other waterprooñng material, are laid 50 
on the strips 8 and pressed down. Short strips 
I2- of the same sort are installed in the cross 
grooves 3 in the same manner with their ends 
against the edges of the strips II. The strips II 
and I2. are of such width and thickness that they .55 



fit in the grooves I0 and their upper surfaces are 
flush with the upper surfaces of the blocks 2. 
In the modification shown in Fig. 5 the blocks 

. I3 which are made of the same sort of material 
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20 

as the blocks 2 have the grooves I4 so made that 
the bottom sides thereof slope away from the 
edges 4’ so that any water that might gain access 
to these grooves would tend to move away from 
the edges where cracks might be present, thus 
decreasing the chances for leakage. 

If desired, the portions of the blocks 2 or 2' 
that lie below the bottoms of the grooves 3 or 3' 
can be trimmed off where they would come along 
the edges of the surfaces that are to be covered 
so that the Whole thickness of these blocks would 
be present at these edges. 
What is claimed is: _ 
1. A covering for waterproof surfaces, com 

prising a series of blocks of resilient waterproof 
material with grooves of substantial depth ex 
tending entirely around said blocks about their 
upper surfaces at their edges and with the edges 
of successive blocks adjacent each other, strips 
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of flexible waterproof sheet material within said 
grooves and covering the joints between said 
edges of said blocks, and fillers of the same ma 
terial as said blocks in said grooves on said strips 
with their upper surfaces substantially flush with 
the upper surfaces of said blocks. 

2. A covering for waterproof surfaces, com 
prising a seriesof blocks of resilient waterproof 
material each made in two pieces of substantialv 
thickness'one larger than the other and assem 
bled'so that the larger piece projects beyond the 
smaller on all edges to form grooves of substantial 
depth extending entirely around said blocks about 
their upper surfaces at their edges and with the 
edges of successive blocks adjacent each other, 
strips of iiexible waterproof sheet material within 
said grooves and covering the joints between said 
edges of said blocks, and fillers of the same ma 
terial as said blocks in said grooves on said strips 
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with their upper surfaces substantially flush with 20 
the upper surfaces of said blocks. 
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