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3 Claims. 

The present invention'is directed to locking 
devices for rotary dials associated with the base 
of. a telephone instrument and is especially con‘ 
cerned with looking and closure means to pre 
clude unauthorized use of the telephone for out 5 
going calls without however interfering with nor- . 
mal operation of the telephone for reception of 
incoming calls. The invention has as one ob 
ject the provisionpf a split closure comprising 
pivotally connected and-overlapping sections for 
covering the dial of the'telephone and including 
means cooperating with-the ?xed ?nger stop as 
sociated with the, rotary dial to prevent rotation 
of the closure.‘ The invention has as a further 

11) 

acter referred to wherein the complementary sec 
tions each include a curved lip cooperating to 
interlock the rim of the rotary dial to preclude 
removal of the closure while ‘in its closed position 
on the dial. The invention has a further object 
‘to provide a‘ relatively lightweight but durable 
and improved closure having pivotally connected 
sections or components to permit lateral separa 
tion thereof in respect to the dial and to allow 

25 convenient closing of the sections over the dial 
and including means adapted to register in the 
closed relation" of the sections to receive detach 
able locking means to prevent pivotal separation 
of the sections. Other objects, advantages, and 
features of‘ the invention will be more apparent 
from a consideration of ‘the following detailed 
description'considered in connection with the 
accompanying drawing in which‘: 

Fig‘.v l is a perspective View of my closure lock 
35 ing device shown partly broken away. 

Fig. 2 is a‘plan view of Fig. ' 1. ‘ 
Fig; 3 is a sectional view taken along the line 

3-3 of Fig; 2. i ' 

Fig. 4 is a sectional View on the line 4-4 of 
40 Fig- 2- " \ 

Fig. 5 is a _fragmentary elevational view of the 
lower section looking in the direction of the ar 
rows on the line 5-5 of Fig. 1.v 

Fig. 6 is 'a bottom view of Fig. 5 and showing'a 
45‘ portion of the ?xed?nger piece locked in a recess 

of the lower closure section. " . 

‘Fig. 7 is a fragmentary view of the split closure, 
particularly illustrating the stop means to permit 
the front eyes of the complementary sections of 
the closure to automatically register. ' 
According to the invention a locking closure 

generally denoted I0 is positioned over a rotary 
dial ll of a telephone instrument l2. This clo 
sure comprises substantially semi-circular upper 
and lower components or sections I3 and I4 hav 
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object the provision of a split closure of the char~ ' 

(01. 179-189) 
ing their adjacent marginal portions i5 and I 5 
disposed in overlapping relation in the closed po 
sition of the sections as illustrated in full lines 
shown in Figs. 2 and 3. 
The upper and lower sections each include at - 

its rear portion an eye I‘! through which a ful 
crum pin l8 passes. By this arrangement the 
upper and lower sections are hingedly associated 
and it follows the complementary closure sections 
I 3 and | 4 can be readily spread apart as indicated 
by the dash and dot lines in Fig. 2 and if spread 
apart they may be readily brought towards one 
another. to assume their closed positions as 11 
lustrated by the full lines in Fig. 2. v 
Each of the closure sections it‘ and M is pro 

vided with a circumferentially arranged depend 
- ing curved lip 49 de?ning a groove for receiving 
the rotary rim of the ?nger actuated dial ii. If 
‘therefore the'complementary sections are over 
the dial and closed, the depending lips l9 em 
brace the rim of thedial and lock the closure 
[0 against upward displacement. I 
The upper and lower sections 13 and i 4 are 

provided with a central boss 20 and 2! respective 
ly andthese in part embody the adjacent over 
lapped portions or inner margins i5 and I6 of 
the sections l3 and M. The bosses 20 and 2| in 
the closed position of the sections in fact con 
stitute a central raised hollow housing for re 
ceiving and enclosing the conventional indicia 
carrying member 22 secured to the rotary dial. 
Extending outwardly from boss 2| of the lower 

section I4 but struck out from the latter is the 
arcuate boss 23 constituting a socket for closely 
but disengageably housing the arcuate and ?xed 
?nger piece stop '24 mounted on the base of the 
telephone. Arcuate boss 23 has its sides'25 close 
ly but removably straddling sides 26 of the ?xed 
stop 24 to prevent rotation of the closure relative 
to the dial and to supplement such action, verti 
cal end portion 21 of the ?xed stop 24 ?ts closely 
but removably into locking recess 28’ of the chan 
nel or socket 28 formed in part in the arcuate 
lip IQ of the lower pivoted cover section l4. 
With the closure mounted on the dial and closed 

as shown in Fig. 2 or 3, the front perforated ears 
29 of the cover sections I3 and M are disposed 
in registration, that is to say, if these comple 
mentary cover sections are fully closed the per-Y 
forations of ears 29 automatically line up. This 
is accomplished when the lower car 29 of the 
lower section It strikes biased terminal 30 of 
the depending curved lip’ l9 of the upper cover 
section l3. Thereafter the hasp 3| of a key 
controlled padlock 32 is inserted through the 
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hasp sustaining ears 29 and looked as is Well 
understood. It follows that the complementary 
cover sections are locked against pivotal separa 
tion and against removal from the dial. In such 
relation the closure i0 is also prevented from 
rotation relative to the rotary dial. Thus in 
coming telephone calls may be received although 
the dial cannot be manipulated for unauthorized 
outgoing calls. 
To detach the closure from the dial, padlock 

32 is ?rst unlocked, hasp Si is removed from the 
perforations of the superimposed ears 29,v the 
upper section is swung or hinged laterally rela 
tive to the dial, and the lower section is lifted 
from the dial. 
access can now be had to the dial to permit an; 
thorized use thereof for outgoing calls. 
In the broader aspects of the invention, I do not 

desire to be understood as limiting the embodi 
ment thereof to details herein shown illustrative 
ly as a Wide variety of modi?cations may be 
made within the scope of the invention. 

I claim: 
1. In a locking device for a rotary telephone 

dial associated with a ?xed stop and having a 
raised indicia carrying member, the combination 
of, a closure for the upper surface of said dial 
comprising complementary cover sections having 
centrally arranged raised and overlapping por 
tions for closing said member and each having 
a depending curved lip for removably interlock 
ing with the rim of said dial, one of said sections 
having means cooperating with said stop to pre 

‘ vent rotation of said closure relative to said stop, 
85 
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means hingedly connecting corresponding‘ por 
tions of said sections to permit pivotal separation 
or closing of said sections, and disconnectable 
locking means cooperating with said sections to 
prevent pivotal separation thereof. 

2. In a locking device for a rotary telephone 

Thus the closure is removed and, 

2,194,521 
dial associated with a ?xed stop and having an 
indicia carrying member, the‘ combination of, a 
closure ‘for the upper surface of said dial com 
prising complementary cover sections having cen 
trally arranged and overlapping and substantially 
diametrically disposed inner portions for encom 
passing said member and each having a depend- i 
ing curved lip for removably interlocking with 
the rim of said dial,,one of said sections having 
a hollow boss including sides‘ straddlingsaid stop 
to prevent rotation of said closure relative to said 
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stop, means hingedly connecting corresponding ' - 

portions of said sections to permit pivotal separa-f 
tion or closingof said sections, lock sustaining 
means carried by said sections, and. disconnect? 
able locking means removably associated with 

sections to prevent pivotal separation thereof. 
3. In‘ a locking device for a rotary telephone dial 

' associated with a ?xed stop and including av cen- , 
tral raised part, the combination ‘of, a substan 

15: 

said sustaining ‘means and cooperating with said ’ 

tially disc shaped closure 'for the upper surface _ - 
of said dial comprising complementary substan 
tially semi-circular, sections each having a de 
pending circular lip for interlocking with. the 
rim of said dial and including centrallyarranged . 
and overlapping and separable bosses for housing 
said raised part, a hinged connection at axpair of 
corresponding end portions of ,‘said sections to 
permit pivotal separation‘or closing thereof, one 80' 
of said sections having a hollow struck out hous 
ing for receiving said stop, one of said lipshav- . 
ing a recess including Walls forming a part of said 
housing and closely straddling the lower . part 
of the sides of said step, said sections having 
eyes, means to automatically aline said eyes upon 
pivotal closing of said cover sections, and discon 
nectable locking means sustained by saideyes to 
prevent pivotal separation of said sections. w v 
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