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This invention relates to a shoelace, the gen 
eral object of the invention being to so make the ' 
lace that it will not become tangled when tied 
and there is no danger of its tip becoming de 
tached. . _ 

This invention also consists in certain ‘other 
features of construction and in the combination 
and arrangement ofthe several parts to be here 
inafter fully described, illustrated in the accom 
panying drawing and speci?cally pointed out in 
the appended claims. > ' ' 

In describing the invention in detail, reference 
will be had to the accompanying drawing where 
in like characters denote like or corresponding 
parts throughout the several views, and in 

Figure; '1 is a fragmentary front view of a shoe 
showing'the improved lace in‘ use thereon. 
Figure 2 is a view partly in section and partly 

in elevation of the improved lace. ' 
Figure 3 is a section on the line 3-3‘ of Fig 

ure 2.‘ . - , - , 

Figure 4 is a view of the spring member. 
Figure 5 is a view of the spring sleeve for hold 

ing the parts together. ' ~ 7 

In these views the letter A indicates a lace and 
the numeral l indicates an elongated rod-like 
member, one of which is ‘inserted in each end 

' of the lace ‘so as to stiffen said ends. The mem 
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her I is slightly tapered from one end to its other 
end, said‘one end having a'rounded head 2 there 
on which forms an end of the lace. The small 
end is folded upon itself as shown at 3 to prevent 
said end from,v passing through the lace. A 001-‘ 
lar 4 is formed on the member in spaced rela 
tion to‘the head and a spring sleeve 5 is pressed 
over that'part of the lace through which the pore 
tion of the member I between the head 2 and col 
lar 4 passes so‘ as to press this portion of the lace 
tightly against the member I to ?rmly connect 
the member I with the lace. These‘ members ‘I 
will stiffen the ends of the lace and prevent said 
ends from passing into the loops B formed upon 
the lace as shown in Figure 1 which would cause 
tangling of the lace and by having the head 
2 on the member I this acts as a tip for the lace 
and there is very little danger of the tip being 
detached. " > 
The member I maybe formed of spring metal 

or stiff rubber or plastic material of a resilient 
nature or any other material which will make 
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the member I resilient and still‘ enough to stiff 
en the end of the lace. ' 
Also any usual means may be substituted for‘ 

the member 5 for holding the member I in the 
lace with the lace pressed tightly around that 5 ' 
part of the member between the head 2 and‘ 
the collar 4. This collar with the head 2 pre~ 
vents the band or sleeve 5 or any other member 
used for fastening the device to the lace from 
moving endwise. ‘ 

While the drawing shows the lace as of tubu 
lar form it will, of course, be understood thatit - 
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' may be of any cross sectional shape, such as of I‘ 
?at construction as are mostof the laces now 
in use. . I _ , 

‘It is thought from the foregoing description 
that the advantages and novel features of the 
invention will be readily apparent. » 

It is to be understood that changes may be 
made in the construction and in the combina- 20 
tion and ‘arrangement of the‘several parts pro- _ 
vided that such changes fall within the scope 
‘of the appended claims. 
Having described the invention, what is ‘ 

claimed asnew is: ' ‘ 25 

1. A stiffening member for an end of a lace 
comprising an elongated member, slightly re 

‘ silient, and having a‘ head at one end with the 
member tapering from said head to its other end, 
said other end being bent upon itself, the head 30 ‘ 
forming a tip for said end of the lace, a collar 
formedon the member and slightly spaced from 
the head and means for fastening that part of i ‘ 
the lace between the collar and the head to that 
portion of the member between ‘the collar and 35‘ 
the head. ‘ - 

2. A stiffening member for an end of a lace 
comprising an elongated member, slightly resil 
ient, and having a head, at one end with the 
member tapering from said head to. its other 40 
end, said other end being bent upon itself, the 
head forming a tip‘ for said end of the lace, a 
collar formed on the member and slightly spaced 
from the head and means'for‘ fastening that part 
‘of the lace between the collar and the head to 45v 
that portion of the member between the collar‘ I 
and the head, said means including a split spring ‘ 
band of substantially a length equal to the dis 
tance between the head and the collar. ' . I 
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