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This invention relates to improvements in up 
holstered seat back structure. 
The main objects of this invention are: 
First, to provide a back structure which is well ‘ 

5 adapted for theater and auditorium seats and the 
like, and one which, while attractive in appear 
ance, permits ready removal of changing of the 
upholstery. _ v _ 

Second, to provide a seat back structure of this 
10' . character in which the" upholstery may be very . 

quickly applied by relatively unskilled workmen. 
Third, to provide a seat back structure which 

may be'economically produced mainly of, sheet 
_ metal stampings and at the same time one in 

15' which the parts are so arranged that they do 
not spring or buckle when made of light gage 
metal. ’ - . 

Further objects pertaining to details and econ 
_ omies of the invention will de?nitely appear from 

20 the description to follow; The invention is de 
?ned in the claims. ' - i ‘ 

A structure embodying the features of the in-_ 
vention is clearly illustrated in the accompany 
ing drawings, in which: ’ 

25 m Fig. 1 is a front perspective view of a seat back 
structure embodying the features of ‘my inven 
tion, parts being broken away and other nor 
mally concealed parts being indicated by dotted 
lines in order to show their relation in the struc 

30 ture. 
Fig. 2 is an enlarged vertical section on line. 

2-2 of Fig. 3. 
Fig. 3 is a horizontal section on line 3—3 of 

Figs. 2 and 6. 
135 Fig. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary view on line 

4—4 of Fig. 6; ' ' 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged detail'section on line 5-5 
of Fig. 6. ' , . 

Fig. 6 is a rear elevation of the upholstery 
panel, parts being broken away to disclose struc-. 
tural details. ' 

Fig. 7 is a rear view of the upholstery cover. 
Fig, 8 is an enlarged fragmentary View on line 

8-8 of Fig. 6 showing details of the securing 
45 means for the upholstery cover. ' 

. In the embodiment of my invention illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, i represents a 
body member which is formed as a sheet metal 
stamping and is provided with a ‘forwardly di 

50 rected curved rim 2 extending across the top and 
downwardly along a substantial portion of the 
sides of the body member, providing an inwardly 
facing upholstery receiving channel 3 and a 
rounded ?nish surface' Below the side portions 

65 '4 of the rim the body member is provided with 

.ing prongs. 

body member. 

side ?anges 5 adapted for attachment to the seat 
pedestal or otherv support, these ?anges being 
provided with bolt-receiving holes 6. 

It will be noted that the lower portion 1 of the 
body member is disposed at an angle to the upper 5 
portion so ‘that the ‘body. supporting portion of g 
the back is in the desired angular relation to the ' 
seat. The upholstery unit comprises a panel 8, 
also preferably a sheet metal stamping. ‘This 
panel has tongue-like prongs 9 struck forwardly 1Q; 
therefrom adapted to engage and position the 
padding l0 facilitating :the upholstering steps. 
It'is also provided with rearwa‘rdly struck prongs 
I l adapted to engage the upholstery cover I2, the 
‘edges of which are drawn around the panel and 1§; 
the padding thereon, as is clearly shown in the 
drawings, and engaged on these prongs. The 
cover is provided with a beading cord [3 in its 
edges, this being preferably a draw cord arranged 
in a fold or pleat l4 so that after the edges are 20 
arranged around the panel the draw cord may be 
pulled up and tied as supplemental to the retain 

When the upholstery unitis assem 
bled in the body member or frame there is little 
stress on the means for securing the cover to the 25 

‘ upholstery panel, and the draw string or cord in 
some structures is regarded as quite sufficient. 
"The body or frame member is provided with 
upright reinforcing channels IS, the lower open 
ends of which are adapted to receive the upward- 3Q ' 
1y. projecting lugs It on the upholstery panel. 
These reinforcing members add very materially 
to, the rigidity of the body member or frame 
member,’ and it will be noted that they extend 
below the side portions of the rim which, in itself, 35 
serves asv a stiffening element. ' ‘ . " 

The upholstery ‘panel is provided with upright ‘ 
reinforcing members I‘! having ?llers [8 in their 
lower ends which constitute thrust members for 
the screws l9 carried by brackets 20 welded to the 40 

These screws have nuts 2| there- ' 

ondisposed above the brackets so that by turn 
ing the screws the upholstery unit may be forced 
upwardly to clamp the edges thereof within the 
inwardly facing channel '3; This not only serves 45 
as a securing means for the upholstery but pro 
vides an effective closed joint between the parts 
and lends a ?nished appearance. It will be ob 
served that the screws 19 are accessible from the 
lower end of the upholstery unit. In the event 50 
it is desired to change the upholstery covering, 
the upholstery unit may be quickly released and 
replaced, and the covering is attached to- the up 
holstery panel so that the changes may be quickly 
effected. . {5&5 
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2 
A very important feature of the invention is 

that, while the completed structure has a fin 
ished attractive appearance, the upholstering 
work can be performed by others than skilled up 
holsterers. A further advantage is that the up 
holstery is very securely retained. 

I have illustrated and described my improve 
ments in an embodiment which I have found 
highly practical. I have not attempted to illus 
trate or describe other embodiments or adapta 
tions which are possible as I believe .the disclo 
sure made will enable the adaptation of my in 
vention as may be desired. 
Having thus described my invention what I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent is: 

1. In a seat back structure, the combination of 
a body member having an integral forwardly di 
rected rim extending across the top and down 
wardly along a substantial portion of the sides 
thereof providing an inwardly facing upholstery 
receiving channel, upright reinforcing members 
secured in spaced relation on the inner side of 
said body member, an upholstery unit comprising 
an upholstery panel having a plurality of up 
holstery cover retaining prongs struck rearwardly 
therefrom and a plurality of padding retaining 
prongs struck forwardly therefrom, spaced verti 
cally disposed reinforcing members on the rear 
side of said panel, padding arranged on said 
panel in engagement with said padding retain 
ing prongs, an upholstery cover drawn around the 
edges of said panel and engaged with said up 
holstery cover retaining prongs, said cover being 
provided with a beading cord at its edges, up~ 
wardly projecting lugs on said upholstery panel 
positioned to engage with the lower ends of said 
body member reinforcing members when said 
panel with the upholstery thereon is arranged 
with its edges in said rim channel, brackets on 
said body member alined with said reinforcing 
members on said upholstery panel, and screws 
carried by said brackets engaging the lower end 
of said panel reinforcing members for forcing the‘ 
edges of said upholstery unit into said rim, said 
screws being accessible for adjustment from the 
lower end of said upholstery unit. 

2. In a seat back structure, the combination of 
a body member having an integral forwardly di 
rected rim extending across the top and down 
wardly along a substantial portion of the sides 
thereof providing an inwardly facing upholstery 
receiving channel, upright reinforcing members 
secured in spaced relation on the inner side of 
said body member, an upholstery unit compris 
ing an upholstery panel, spaced vertically dis 
posed reinforcing members on they rear side of 
said panel, an upholstery cover drawn around the 
edges of said panel secured thereto, upwardly 
projecting lugs on said upholstery panel posi 
tioned to engage with the lower ends of said body 
member reinforcing members when said panel 
with the upholstery thereon is arranged with its 
edges in said rim channel, brackets on said body 
member alined with said reinforcing members on 
said upholstery panel, and screws carried by said 
brackets engaging the lower end of said panel re 
inforcing members for forcing the edges of said 
upholstery unit into said rim, said screws being 
accessible for adjustment from the lower end of 
said upholstery unit. 

3. In a seat back structure, the combination of 
a back member provided with an inwardly facing 
upholstery receiving channel extending across 
the top and downwardly along a substantial por 

2,186,301 
tion of the sides thereof, an upholstery unit com 
prising an upholstery panel having upholstery 
retaining prongs struck rearwardly therefrom 
and a plurality of padding retaining prongs 
struck forwardly therefrom, padding arranged on 
said panel in engagement with said padding re 
taining prongs, an upholstery cover drawn 
around the edges of said panel and engaged with 
said upholstery retaining prongs,gupwardly pro 
jecting lugs on said upholstery panel, said body 
member being provided with parts with which 
said lugs may be engaged with an upward move 
ment of thepanel, and means disposed at the 
rear of said upholstery unit and accessible for 
adjustment from the lower end thereof for forc 
ing the upholstery unit upwardly into said up 
holstery receiving channel. 

4. In a seat back structure, the combination of 
a back member provided with an inwardly fac 
ing upholstery receiving channel extending 
across the top and downwardly along a substan 
tial portion of the sides thereof, an upholstery 
unit comprising an upholstery panel having up 
holstery retaining prongs struck rearwardly 
therefrom, an upholstery cover drawn around the 
edges of said panel and engaged with said up 
holstery retaining prongs, upwardly projecting 
lugs on said upholstery panel, said body member 
being provided with parts with which said lugs 
may be engaged with an upward movement of 
the panel, and means disposed at the rear of said 
upholstery unit and accessible for adjustment 
from the lower end thereof for forcing the up 
holstery unit upwardly into said upholstery re 
ceiving channel. 

5. In a seat back structure, the combination of 
a back member provided with an inwardly fac 
ing upholstery receiving channel extending 
across the top and downwardly along a substan 
tial portion of the sides thereof, an upholstery 
unit comprising an upholstery panel, an up 
holstery cover drawn around the edges of said 
panel, upwardly projecting lugs on said uphol 
stery panel, said body member being provided 
with parts with which said lugs may be engaged 
with an upward movement of the panel, and 
means disposed at the rear of said upholstery 
unit and accessible for adjustment from the 
lower end thereof for forcing the upholstery unit 
upwardly into said upholstery receiving channel. 

6. In a seat back structure, the combination of 
a back member provided with an inwardly fac 
ing upholstery receiving channel extending 
across the top‘and downwardly along a substan 
tial portion of the sides thereof, an upholstery 
unit comprising an upholstery panel, an uphol 
stery cover drawn around the edges of said panel, 
said cover being provided with a draw cord in 
its edges, upwardly projecting lugs on said up 
holstery panel, said body member being pro 
vided with parts with which said lugs may be en 
gaged with an upward movement of the panel, 
and threaded means disposed at the rear of said 
upholstery unit and accessible for adjustment 
from the lower end thereof for forcing the up 
holstery unit upwardly into said upholstery re 
ceiving channel. 

'7. In a structure of the class described, the 
combination of a body member provided with an 
inwardly facing upholstery receiving channel ex 
tending along the top and side edges of the body 
member, an upholstery panel, upholstery on said 
panel including a cover having its edges disposed 
around the edges of the panel, co-engaging 
means on said panel and body member engage 
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able and disengageable with an upward move-_ 
ment of the panel acting to guide the top edges 
of the panel and upholstery into the top portion 
of said channel, and- threaded means for forcing 
the top edge of the upholstery on the panel into 
the top portion of-said channel and supporting 
the parts in their assembled position. _ 

8. In a structure of the class-described, the 
combination of a body member provided with an 
inwardly facing upholstery receiving channel ex‘ 
tending along the top and side edges of the body 

member, an upholstery panel, upholstery on said 
panel, co-engaging means on said panel and body 
member engageable and .disengageable with ‘an 
upward movement of the panel acting to guide ‘ 
thetop edge of the panelinto the top portion of 
said channel, and means for forcing the top edge 
of the panel into the top portion of said channel 
and supporting the parts in their assembled po~ 
sition'. ' 

HAROLD 0. LA MORE. 10 


