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This invention relates to controlling bandeaux, 
and more particularly to a garment designed to 
be ?tted to a ?gure, which is being measured, 
to control the ?esh, and particularly the bust 
portions of the ?gure, in order that proper meas 
urements be made. 
In measuring a ?gure for a garment which will 

bedesigned to cover the bust portion of the body, 
such as a bandeau, brassiére, or combined corset 
and brassiere, it is desirable to so control the 
?gure that the measurements will be taken when 
the ?gure is the same as desired to be obtained 
by the garment which is to be made. It has been 
found desirable, therefore, before measuring the 

15.; ?gure, to place upon the body of the person who 
is being measured a control garment, which will 
have provision for adjustment of various parts 
thereof, so that the ?gure of the person may be 
controlled or made to conform to the ?gure de 

20 sired to be obtained. This is particularly true 
of the breasts of the ?gure, and it is often nec 
essary, particularly in the case of sagging breasts, 
to arrange for the lifting, and supporting thereof 
in the lifted position, while the measurements 

25 are being taken. 
As such controlling garments are not worn, but 

are used again by the corsetiere for ?gures of 
different sizes and con?gurations, it is necessary, 
or at least desirable, to provide for a wide range 

30‘ of adjustment both as respects .the girth meas 
urement or length of the garment, and also'as re 
spects the fullness or size of the bust portion 
thereof. That is, the controlling garment should 
be capable of being employed upon ?gures with 

35; a wide range of bust measurement, and also upon 
?gures having large or small breasts. 
One object of the invention is the provision of 

a controlling bandeau which will have provision 
for being ?tted to ?gures having a relatively 

402 wide range of measurements. 
A still further object of the invention is the 

provision of a controlling bandeau which will not 
only have provision for considerable adjustment 
as to the length-of the garment, but will also have 

45, provision for properly controlling and shaping 
the breasts of the ?gure throughout a wide range 
of bust sizes. 
A still further object of the invention is the 

1 

provision of a controlling bandeau adapted to be 
50 placed about the bust portion of a ?gure and ad 

justed as to length to ?t the ?gure, which gar 
ment will also be provided with bust portions 
having su?icient fullness of material to accom 
modate breasts of large sizes, and which will, at 

55; the same time, have provision for taking up the 

(Cl. ' 2——42) 

surplus of material when placed upon a ?gure 
having small breasts, so that it may be ?tted to 
practically any ?gure and be universal in use. 
To these and other ends the invention consists 

in the novel features and combinations of parts 5.. 
to be hereinafter described and claimed. 
In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of a control 

ling bandeau embodying my invention; 
Fig. 2 is a top plan view of a portion of the 10.; 

same; 
Fig. 3 is a detail elevational view of the arrange 

ment of draw strings used at the bust portion of 
the garment; and 

Fig, 4 is a partial front elevational View show- 156 
ing the device in adjusted position. 
To illustrate a preferred embodiment of my 

invention, I have shown a controlling bandeau 
comprising a front section II] having at its upper 
part bust portions H and I2, which ‘portions 203» 
are provided with suitable fullness of material in 
order to embrace the breasts of the person to 
whom the garment is ?tted. The upper edge of 
this portion of the garment will be suf?ciently 
vhigh to come above the bust of the wearer, and 2152 
at the approximate center of each bust section 
are buckles l3 and M to receive the shoulder 
straps l5 and I 6. 
To each side edge of the front section [0 are 

secured side sections l1 and I8 by the laces I9 30;". 
and 20, the laces being placed in a position to 
come approximately under the arms of the ?gure. 
The outer edges of the side sections l1 and I8 
are provided with rows of hooks 2| and 22,.by 
which these sections ‘may be secured to the back 351 
sections of the garment 23 and 24. It will be 
understood that in the form shown the back sec 
tions 23 and 24 are separate from the sidesec 
tions l1 and [8, respectively, but are secured 
thereto by means of the rows of hooks and eyes 4;‘)? 
described. . _ 

The back sections of the garment are each pro 
vided with a number of rows of eyes 25 and 26, 
to cooperate respectively with the hooks 2| and 
22 on the side sections. 
rows of eyes are provided, so as to give a wide 
range'of adjustment in the breadth across the 
back of the garment. Adjustment in this di 
rection is, of course, also obtained by means of 

It is undesirable, however, 50-‘ the laces I9 and‘20. 
to have too Wide spacing between the edges of the 
garment connected by the laces, so that the pres 
ent construction permits a much wider range of 
adjustment than could be satisfactorily obtained 
by the laces alone. 

As shown, three such 45 

It will beunderstood'that 55 9 
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2 
when the hooks 2| are secured in the most re 
mote of the rows of eyes 25, a portion of the 
back section 23 will be overlapped by the side 
section l7, and it will be obvious that a consider 
able reduction in size of the garment may be 
obtained in this way without interfering with 
the use or controlling features of the garment. 
The back sections 23 and 24 are provided with 

cooperating eyes and hooks 21 and 28, by which 
the sections may be secured together or closed 
at the back of the garment, and the straps l5 
and 56 are secured to the upper edges of the sec 
tions 23 and 24 in any desired way, such as by 
sewing or the like. 
As previously stated, the bust portions II and 

E2 of the garment are provided with considerable 
fullness, and means is provided for taking up this 
fullness when necessary, so that the same gar 
ment may be employed for ?gures having very 
large and ?eshy breasts, or for ?gures having 
very small breasts. The means for taking up the 
surface material in the bust portion of the gar 
ment and adjusting it to ?t the ?gure will now 
be described. Between the bust sections a rela 
tively small piece of material 30 is sewed to the 
garment at its side edges, the ends being left open 
so as to provide a tunnel or tube between this 
piece of material and the body of the garment. 
Draw strings 3i and 32 are threaded through 
the space between the member 30 and the gar 
ment, these strings having their far or inner 
most ends sewed to the garment and to the mem 
ber 30, as shown at 33 and 3t, and are left free 
for the rest of their lengths, their ends protrud 
ing from the tunnel or pocket formed by the 
member 36 so that they may be pulled up and 
tied, as shown in Fig. 1 of the drawing, to reduce 
the dimensions of the garment at this point, or, in 
other words, to take up the fullness about the 
bust portions. 
As shown in Fig. l of the drawing, one of these 

draw string arrangements is provided between the 
bust portions of the garment in an approximately 
vertical position, while another is provided on 
the outer side of each of the bust portions H and 
H.‘ in a slightly inclined position with respect to 
the vertical. Below each of the bust portions, 
two of such draw string arrangements are shown 
in an approximately horizontal position. It is 
particularly desirable to have two draw string 
pockets below each of the bust portions in order 
to properly ?t the garment about the ?gure, par 
ticularly with respect to reducing the height or 
vertical dimension of that part of the garment 
provided with fullness for the breasts, as, on ac 
count of the breasts of some ?gures being of a 
sagging nature, it is necessary to provide con 
siderable fullness in the vertical dimension of 
the garment, and to provide proper support for 
breasts of this type when it is desired to lift them 
into the desired position and support them in 
such position. Also it is, of course, necessary to 
remove or take up this surplus fullness when the 
garment is ?tted to a ?gure having small breasts. 
As shown in Fig. 4, when a ?tter is dealing with 
a ?gure having sagging breasts, the latter may 
he uplifted and suitably supported in the proper 
raised position by employing the draw string ar 
rangement shown in this ?gure, where the two 
draw strings below the bust portions will be 
crossed and the draw string of one drawn up and 
tied to the draw string of the other. This pro 
vides more effective support than merely draw 
ing up the strings and tying them in the usual 

2 way, as shown in Fig. 1. 

2,180,180 
It may be noted that the adjusting devices of 

the present garment cooperate with each other 
in an unusual way, for example, the adjustment 
provided by the hooks 2| and. 22, and cooperating 
sets of eyes 25 and 26 provides for the exten 
sion of the back of the garment without affecting 
the dimensions of the front. Moreover, the ad 
justment may be made equally upon each side of 
the back, so that the back opening at the edges 
bearing the fasteners 2‘! and 23 will always be 
at the exact center of the back of the ?gure. 
If, however, one shoulder blade is enlarged, or 
for any reason one side of the back is larger 
than the other, this may be taken care of by a 
different adjustment for one of the cooperating 
fastening means 2|—25 than for the correspond 
ing fastening means 22-26 at the other side, 
the opening at the fastening members 21 and 
28 still falling at the center of the back line. 

If the ?gure has a narrow back but a relatively 
broad front, the fasteners 2 I—25 and 22—26 may 
be taken up to shorten the back section of the 
garment, and the side lacings l9 and 20 let out, 
which will have the effect of extending the front 
of the garment. The reverse adjustment is, of 
course, made where the back is broad and the 
front relatively narrow. 

Also, the arrangement of the side lacings ap 
proximately under the arms cooperates with the 
draw string adjustment of the breasts. It will be 
noted that, as shown in Fig. 1, the laces l9 and 
253 are so arranged as to be looped and tied at 36 
and 37, so that they may be loosened at this 
point and the edges of the garment allowed to 
spread at a point substantially in line with the 
breasts, if this is desired. In other words, if the 
?gure has a large bust measurement as compared 
to the waist, this may be taken care of either 
by loosening the laces at the top and permitting 
the edges of the sections of the garment at this 
point to spread in V-shaped fashion, or in per 
mitting the edges of the garment sections to have 
a greater spread at the points 36 and 37 in line 
with the breasts than at the top and bottom of 
the garment, depending, of course, upon which 
arrangement will ?t the ?gure. 
When provision is made for the enlarged bust 

line by laces, the breasts themselves may be ac 
centuated by drawing up on the draw strings so 
as to reduce the size of the garment about the 
breasts. On the other hand, if it is not desired 
to accentuate the breasts, but rather to ?atten 
them, the draw strings are left relatively loose 
and the fullness of the upper portion of the gar 
ment may be taken up at the laces. Likewise, 
the laces may be let out more upon one side than 
on the other, or the draw strings upon one side 
may be pulled tighter than on the other in order 
to provide a proper ?t for ?gures upon which one 
breast is larger than the other. All of these ad 
justments are so designed that they may be made 
without affecting or moving the center line of the 
garment, either at the front or back, so that these 
centerlines will always coincide with the center 
of the back and center of the front of the ?gure 
to which the garment is ?tted. 
From the foregoing description it will be ob 

vious that I have provided a controlling garment 
capable of a wide range of adjustments, and one 
that may be used upon ?gures having a wide 
range of measurements, both as to the ordinary 
bust measurement around the body, and also as 
respecting the breasts themselves. 

It will also be understood that the garment 
herein described is adapted for use by physicians, 
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2,180,180 
hospitals and the like, as a medical garment, par 
ticularly in maternity cases after con?nement 
and during the nursing period. On account of 
the range of adjustability provided by the fea 
tures of the garment, support and uplift for, 
as well as a binding action upon, the breasts of 
the wearer may be obtained, and the garment 
properly adjusted to effect the desired result in 

g each individual case. 

While I have shown and described a preferred 
‘embodiment of my invention, it will be under 
stood that it is not to be limited to all of the de 
tails shown, but is capable of modi?cation and 
variation within the spirit of the invention and 
within the scope of the appended claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. A control garment to encircle the bust por 

tion of a ?gure having a continuous front section 
to extend across the bust of the ?gure, a side 
section adjustably secured to each side edge of the 
front, section, a back section adjustably secured to 
the rear edge of each of the side sections, fasten 
ing means at the proximate edges of the back 
sections to secure them together, said front sec 
tion having fullness at the upper portions there 
of to embrace the breasts, and means for con 
tractingthe breast-embracing portions of the gar 
ment to ?t the breasts of the ?gure comprising 
substantially vertically arranged draw strings be 
tween said portions and ‘at the outer sides there 
of, and additional substantially horizontally ar 
ranged draw strings below said portions to effect 
uplift and support of the breasts. 

2. A control garment to encircle the bust por 
tion of a ?gure having a continuous front sec 
tion to extend across the bust of the ?gure, a 
side section adjustably secured to each side edge 
of the front section, a back section adjustably 
secured to the rear edge of each of the sideysec 
tions, fastening means at the proximate edges of 
the back sections to secure them together, said 
front section having fullness at the upper por 
tions thereof to embrace the breasts, and means 
for contracting the breast-embracing portions of 
the garment to ?t the breasts of the ?gure com 
prising substantially vertically arranged draw 
strings between said portions and at the outer 
sides thereof, and additional substantially hori 
zontally arranged draw strings below said por 
tions to effect uplift and support of the breasts, 
said additional draw strings being arranged in 
pairs below each breast-embracing portion and 
one below the other in spaced relation. 

3 
3. A control garment to encircle the bust por 

tion of a ?gure having a continuous front sec 
tion extending across the bust of the ?gure, a 
side section adjustably secured to each side edge 
of the front section, a back section adjustably se 
cured to the rear edge of each of the side sec 
tions, fastening means at the proximate edges of 
the back sections to secure them together, said 
front section having at the upper portion thereof 
breast-embracing portions and having fullness 
for this purpose, means on the front section of 
the garment to contract the breast-embracing 
portions both horizontally and vertically of the 
garment to ?t the breasts of the ?gure, said 
side sections being secured to the edges of the 
front section by laces, and said laces being drawn 
out and knotted intermediate the upper and lower 
edges of the garment at a point substantially in 
line with the breasts of the ?gure, said laces co 
operating with said contracting means for ad 
justing the length of the garment across the 
breast line by varying the spacing of the edges 
of the front and side sections at thisv point. 

4. A control garment to encircle the bust por 
tion of a ?gure having a continuous front sec 
tion extending across the bust of the ?gure, a 
side section adjustably secured to each side edge 
of the front section, a back section adjustably 
secured to the rear edge of each of the side 
sections, fastening means at the proximate edges 
of the back sections to secure them together, said 
front section having at the upper portion there 
of breast-embracing portions and having full 
ness for‘ this purpose, means on the front sec 
tion of the garment to contract the breast-em 
bracing portions both horizontally and vertical 
ly of the garment to ?t the breasts of the ?g 
ure, said side sections being secured to the edges 
of the front section by laces, and said laces be 
ing drawn out and knotted intermediate the up 
per and lower edges of the garment at a point 
substantially in line with the breasts of the ?g 
ure, said laces cooperating with said contracting 
means for adjusting the length of the garment 
across the breast line by varying the spacing of 
the edges of the front and side sections at this 
point, and said securing means between the side 
and back sections of the garment being adapted 
to secure the edges of such sections together in 
overlapping positions. 

IRVING R. VERSOY. 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 


