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This invention relates to tape dispensing and 
moistening machines. . ' 

An object of this invention is to provide a sim 
pliiled tape dispensing and moistening means 

5 whereby a selected length of tape may be disposed 
from the machine, the selected length being mois 
tened as it is discharged from the discharge end 
of the machine. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

L0 in a machine of this kind an improved tape guid 
ing means which is positioned between the feed-4 
ing means and the severing means, the guide 
means being so constructed that it may be readily 
removed for cleaning or other purposes. 

[5 A further object of this invention is to provide 
in a machine of this character an improved tape 
discharging means positioned forwardly of the~ 
tape severing means, the tape discharging means 
including a guiding device and means for re 

zo. znovably mounting the guiding device over the 
ape. 
A further object of this invention is to provide 

in a machine of this character an improved guide 
means from the tape feeding means to the tape‘ 
moistening means which is so constructed as not 
to contact with the tape as is at present the case 

’ with tape dispensing machines where a presser 
device engages the upper surface of the tape. 
A still further object of this invention is to pro 

30 vide an improved operating means for the tape 
severing blade which is actuated upon return 
movement of the operating handle, the blade 
operating means including a pair of pivoted levers 
and a lever tripping means operatively connected 

35 to the handle and operable ‘only. on return move- ' 
ment of the handle. - 
A further object ofv this invention is to provide 

( an improved tape severing machine of this char 
acter' which is ‘so constructed that it will not get 

40 out of order during the use thereof and which 
includes the use of a minimum number of parts 
so that the machine may be manufactured at a 
relatively small cost and at the same time‘will 
stand up under hard usage. 

45 _A further object of this invention is to provide 
in a machine of this type an improved tape roll 
holding compartment and means in said com 
partment for adjustably holding tape rolls of 
different widths so that the tape will befed cen 

50 trally through the‘ machine. _ .v 
A further object of this invention is to provide 

an improved tape moistening reservoir and means 
for supporting the reservoir in the machine. 
To the above objects and to others which may 

55 hereinafter appear, the invention consists of ‘the 

(Cl. 164-49) 
novel construction, combination and arrangement 
of parts as will be more speci?cally referred to 
and as illustrated in the accompanying drawings 
wherein is illustrated an embodiment of this in 
vention, but it is to be understood that changes, 5 
variations and modi?cations may be resorted to 
which fall within the scope of the invention as 
claimed. _ _ 

In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a detailed- top plan, partly broken 10} , 

away and in section, of a tape serving device con 
structed according to this invention the top or 
cover being removed,‘ ' 
Figure 2 is a longitudinal section of the device, 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary side elevation of the 15 

device, 1 ' _ ‘ - 

Figure 4 is a sectional view taken on the line 
‘H of Figure 2, 

Figure 5 is a sectional view taken on' the line 
5—5 of Figure 2, . go 
Figure 6 is a sectional view taken on the line 

8-8 of Figure 2, 4 > 

Figure 7 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 
on the line 1-1 of Figure 2, 
Figure 8 is a fragmentary sectional view taken a 

on the line‘ H of Figure 2, - 
Figure 9 is a detailed top plan of the 

reservoir; ' I - 

Figure 10 is a detailed top plan, partly broken _ 
away of the reservoir supporting member, 30 

Figure 11 is a fragmentary side elevation of 
one of the supply roll spacing members, and 
Figure 12 is a sectional view taken on the line 

-|2-|2 of Figure 2. 
Referring to the drawings, the numeral I5 35 

designates generally a housing comprising verti- ' 
cal side walls I8 and II which are connected to 
gether adjacent one end thereof by an arcuate 
‘bottom wall-laforming the lower portion of a 
supply roll compartment l9. The bottom wall I8 40 
is substantially semi-cylindrical in con?guration 
and at its inner end is provided with an arcuate 
upwardly curved or arched extension 20 which is 
continued as at 2| so as to form a tape guiding . 
table. The table 2| is inclined downwardly and 45 
forwardly toward the front end of the housing 
I5 and preferably the table 2| is provided with a 
forward table member 22 having a downwardly 
offset inner end portion 23 which is spaced for 
wardly from the forward end of the table member 50 
2|. The upper surface of the forward table mem 
ber 22 is longitudinally ribbed as at 24 and the 
table member 22 at each longitudinal edge there 
of is provided with a longitudinal rib 25. The - 
table 2| at each_ longitudinal edge thereof is also is 



2 
provided with a longitudinal rib 26 forming a 
tape guiding channel 21 therebetween. 
A longitudinally arcuate presser plate 28 is dis 

I posed between the side walls I6 and I1 and en 
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gages over the tape T on the arcuate table por 
tion 20. The presser plate 28 is provided with a 
vertically disposed slide member 29 which slidably 
engages a pair of guide members 30 carried by the 
walls I6 and I‘! on the inner side thereof. The 
presser plate 28 is adapted to gravitatingly engage 
over the ribs 26. 
The arcuate bottom wall I8 on the inner side 

thereof is provided with a plurality of spaced 
apart ribs 3| forming grooves 32 therebetween 
and a pair of supply roll holding plates 33 are 
adapted to engage in selected pairs of the grooves 
32. The bottom wall I8 is provided with a pair 
of spaced apart openings 34 adjacent the forward 
portion thereof and each plate 33 is provided with 
downwardly extending lugs 35 which are adapted 
to project through the openings 34. The lugs 35 
are each provided with an opening 36 through 
which a pin 31 is adapted to engage. The pin 31 
as shown in Figure 7 is provided with a threaded 
portion 38 at one end thereof which is threaded 
through an outwardly offset lower portion 39 
carried by the side wall I6. The side wall I1 is 
also provided with an outwardly offset portion 40 
and a recess 4| within which the opposite end of 
the pin 31 engages. A knob or head 42 is carried 
by the pin 38 at one end thereof and projects 
outwardly of the offset portion 39 so that the two 
roll spacer plates 33 may be released when 
desired. 
The table 2| is provided in the longitudinal cen 

ter thereof with a slot 43 through which the 
periphery of a serrated tape feeding wheel 40 en 
gages. The feeding wheel M is rotatably mount 
ed on a drive shaft 45 which at one end is jour 
nalled in a bearing 46. The bearing 46 comprises 
a plate 5'! which is fixed to the outer side of the 
wall ll by means of fastening devices 68. An 
inwardly projecting annular boss 49 is carried by 
the plate 07 and engages in an annular opening 50 
provided in the wall IT. The opposite end of the 
shaft 45 is journalled through a bearing 5i which 
engages the wall IS. The bearing 5I comprises 
a plate 52 engaging the outer face of the wall I6 
and an annular boss 53 extends inwardly from 
the plate 52 and is of a diameter less than the 
diameter of the plate 52. The boss 53 engages 
in an annular opening 54 provided in the wall I6 
and the depth of the boss 53 is less than the 
thickness of the wall I6. A clamping plate 55 is 
disposed about a reduced boss 56 carried by the 
bearing plate 52 within the housing I5 and en 
gages against the inner face of the wall I6. The 
clamping plate 55 is provided with an outwardly 
extending boss 51 engaging in the opening 54 
and confronting the boss 53. A pair of plate 
clamping bolts 58 engage through the plates 55 
and 52 within the opening 54 and thumb nuts 59 
are threaded onto the outer ends of the bolts 58 
so that the bearing member 5I may be rotatably 
adjusted about the shaft 55, the purpose for which 
will be hereinafter described. 
A ratchet member 60 is ?xed as by a pin 6I to 

the shaft 45 at one side of the feeding wheel 44 
and a pawl 62 is pivotally carried by the wheel 44 
being mounted on a pin 63 carried by an ear 64 
which is formed integral with the wheel 44. A 
spring 65 is mounted at one end on a pin 66 and. 
at the opposite end bears against the pawl 62 so 
as to constantly urge the pawl 62 into engagement 
with the teeth of the ratchet 60. A spring ten 
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sioning pin 61 is carried by the wheel 44 inter 
mediate the ends of the spring 65 as shown in 
Figure 2. 
An operating handle 68 is secured to the pro 

jecting end of the shaft 45 which projects beyond 
the wall I6 being removably mounted on the shaft 
45 by means of a nut 69. The handle 68 is pro 
vided with an inwardly offset extension 10 which 
confronts the plate 52 and the plate 52 is provided 
with a ?xed stop member ‘II. The stop member 
‘ii is positioned in the path of the handle exten 
sion 70 so as to limit the swinging movement of 
the handle 68 during the feeding stroke thereof. 
The plate 52 is provided with a plurality of 

circumferentially spaced apart graduations ‘l2 
and indicia ‘I3 are associated with the gradua 
tions ‘I2. A pointer ‘I4 is carried by the outer 
side of the wall I6 of the housing and the gradua 
tions '52 are adapted to determine the degree of 
swinging of the handle 68 so as to thereby eject 
a predetermined length of tape. An idler feed 
wheel ‘I5 is rotatably carried by a shaft 15' which 
loosely engages between guide members ‘ll car 
ried by the wall I6 on the inner side thereof. The 
idler feed wheel 15 is positioned forwardly of the 
vertical axis of the feeding wheel 44 and is con 
stantly urged to engaging relation with the tape 
engaging over the wheel 44 by means of a 
U-shaped spring ‘I9. The spring 79 at the free 
ends thereof is provided with coils 80 engaging 
about- a transversely disposed pin 8I which is 
carried by the side walls I6 and Il rearwardly of 
the wheel ‘I5. The ends of the coils 80 terminate 
in extensions 82 which engage the upper surfaces 
of the ribs 26 laterally of the longitudinal edges 
of the tape. 
The lever or handle 68 is returned to an inoper 

ative position by means of a lever 83 which is ?xed 
to the shaft 45 at one side of the wheel 44 and 
is provided with a groove 84. The lever 83 has 
one end of a spring 85 secured thereto by means 
of an eye bolt 86. The lever 83is also provided 
with a substantially T-shaped head 81 which is 
adapted to engage a rubber bumper or stop meme 
ber 88 which is ?xed by means of‘ a bolt 89 to a A 
triangular supporting member 90. The support 
ing member 90 is provided with a base plate 9| 
?xed by means of bolts 92 to the side wall I6 ad 
jacent the lower end thereof. 
A water container 93 is disposed in the forward 

end of the housing I5 engaging between the side 
walls I6 and I1 and the container 93 is provided 
with a reduced extension 94 extending inwardly 
in a direction of the feeding wheel 44. A brush 
holding member 95'is disposed in the reservoir or 
water container 93 and a brush 96 is removably 
engaged with the holder 95 and is inclined up 
wardly and forwardly, the upper end of the brush 
96 projecting above the reservoir or container 93 
and engaging against a supporting wall 91 form 
ed with the holder 95 and the front wall of the 
container 93. The reservoir 93 is supported 
within the housing I5 by means of a supporting 
plate 98 which is carried by vertical member 99 
provided with a horizontally disposed base mem 
ber I00. The base member I00 projects laterally 
of each side of the plate 98 and is secured to the 
housing I5 by fastening members IOI. The ver 
tical extension 99 is provided with a horizontally 
and inwardly projecting lug I02 on which a pin 
I03 is mounted. The opposite end of the spring 
85 is secured to the pin I03. The container 93 is 
yieldably held in the housing I5 by means of a 
spring I04 which is secured by fastening mem 
bars I 05 to the under side of the table member 22. 
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The spring or catch I04 engages an upwardly‘ 
projecting member I06 carried by the rear wall 
of the extension 94 of the reservoir 93. 
A knife carrying frame I01 is slidably mounted 

between guide members I08 and I09 carried by 
the side walls I6 and I1 respectively and com 
prises vertically disposed side members IIO_con 
nected together at their lower ends by a con 
necting bar III. A connecting bar II2 connects 
the upper ends of the vertical members IIO to 
gether and preferably ~the upper end portions 
of the side members IIO are inwardly o?set as 
at II3 providing a shoulder II4 downwardly from 
the upper end thereof which is adapted to engage 
stop members H5 and H6 carried by the side 
walls I6 and I1 respectively. The knife carrying 
frame I01 is constantly urged upwardly to an in 
operative position by means of a pair of springs 
H1 and H8 mountedin openings H9 and I20 
which intersect the channels‘or guide members 
I08 and I09 respectively and the springs H9 and , 
I20 are tensioned by means of set screws HI and 
I22 respectively. The carrier or knife frame I01 
is provided with a knife I23 having a V-shaped 
keen edge I24 and the knife I23 is secured to the ‘ 

‘ upper bar I12 by‘means of fastening members 
I25. The carrier I01 is positioned between the 
forward end of the table 2I and the rear end of 
the downwardly o?set table portion 23 and is 
adapted to cut off a predetermined length of tape v 
at the forward end of the table 2i. 
The carrier I01 is moved downwardly by means 

‘ of a pair of pivoted levers I26 which are mounted 
on trunnions I21 carried by the side 'walls of the 
housing I5 on the inner side thereof. The levers 
I26 at their forward ends engage in slots I28 
formed in the side members I I0 below the knife 
I23. Each lever I26 at its rear end and rear 

‘ wardly of the trunnion I21 is provided with a 
trigger engaging member I29 and a trigger or 
tripping member I30 is ?xedly mounted on the 
shaft 45 in the path of the lever tripping mem 
ber I29. During the rotation of the shaft 45 in 
the feeding cycle wherein the feeding wheel 
rotates in a counter clockwise direction as viewed 
in Figure 2, the trigger I30 is adapted to en— 
gage the lever tripping member I29 to thereby 
raise the lever I26 within a slot I28. At this 
time the lever I26 is inactive relative to the -car 
rier I01 but after the tripping member I30 passes 
the lever extension I29, the lever I26 will drop 
downwardly by gravity to engage the lower end 
of a slot I28. When the handle 68 is released for 
return under the tension of the spring 85, the 
trigger~l30 will rotate in a clockwise direction 
with the wheel 44 stationary and will then strike 
the lever operating member I29 so as to swing 
the opposite end of the lever I26 downwardly. 
This will move the carrier I01 downwardly and 
move the knife I23 across the tape which en 
gages between the upper portions of the side 
members I10. Downward movement of the car 
rier I81 will contract the springs H9 and I20. 
and after the trigger I30 passes the lever operat 
ing member I29, the springs vI I9 and I20 will re 
turn the carrier I01 to an upper inoperative 
position. The lever 83 is held against the resili 
ent bumper or stop member 88 by means of a 
U-shaped catch I3I which is provided with ?ared 
free end portions I32 engaging about the 
head 81. 
A removable guide plate I33 is disposed be-> 

tween the side walls [Gland I1 above the table 
2| and is provided with outwardly projecting 
trunnions I34 engaging in guide members I35 

. 3‘ 

carried by the inner sides of the side walls I6 and 
I1 above the table 2i.‘ The plate I33 is adapted 
to engage on the ribs 26 and is provided with a 
downwardly offset intermediate member I36 en 
gaging in the guide-way 21 about the tape T. » 
The’under surface of the extension I36 is post 
tioned in upwardly spaced relation to the upper 
surface of the table 2I so that the tape T may 
freely slide in the space between the extension 
I36 and the top of the table 2I. The plate I33 
is fixedly held in adjusted relation relative to the 
table 2I by means of a longitudinally curved 

, clamping member I31 in the form of a bowed 
spring which is tensioned by means of. a bolt I30 ' 
which is threaded into the plate I33. The plate 
I33 is provided with a transversely disposed boss 
I39 having upwardly projecting ?anges I40 be 
tween which the clamping member I31 engages. 
The ends of the clamping member I31 are adapt 

' ed to abut against the inner sides of the guide 
members I35 so as to thereby hold the plate I33 
against movement relative to the housing I5. 
A plate I“ is disposed over the table 22 and is 

provided with an upwardly curved rear end por 
tion I42 confronting the knife carrier I01 there 
by forming'a mouth I43 to receive the end of 
the tape T as it passes from the table 2|. The 
plate MI is adapted to engage the ribs 25 with 
the under surface thereof spaced from the upper . 
surface of the table 22 as shown in Figure 8 and 
the forward end of the plate “I is provided with 
an upwardly inclined’ extension I44 terminating 
in a downwardly curved forward end I45. The 

16 

extension I44 and the downwardly curved por- ‘ 
tion I45 are adapted to engage over the upper 
ends of the brush 96 so as to hold the tape T in 

. contact with the moistening member or brush 96. 
The plate MI is provided with a vertically dis 

posed plate I46 which engages in guide members 
I41 carried by the side walls I6 and I1. A 
clamping member I48 of resilient construction. 
which as shown in Figure 1 is longitudinally 

85 

bowed is tensioned by means of a tensioning bolt ' 
I49 which is threaded into the bar I46 and the 
opposite ends 20f the clamping member I48 are 
adapted to engage against the guide members 
I41 so as to tightly hold the plate MI ‘in adjusted 
position relative to the table 22. The forward 
side of the plate I46 is provided with a pair of 
stop members I50 on the upper ends of which 
the clamping member I48 is adapted to engage. 
The plate I4I is also braced by means of ribs 
I51 and I52 extending forwardly and rearwardly 
respectively of the plate I46.. 
A cover I53 engages on the upper edges of 

the side walls I6 and‘ I1 and is provided on the 
opposite longitudinal edges thereof with down 
wardly extending ?anges I54 which engage on‘ 
the outer sides of the side walls I6 and I1 so 
as to frictionally hold the cover I53 on the hous 
ing I5. The lower ends of the side walls I6 and 
I1 are provided with feet I55 which are adapted 
to receive cushioning members I56. 
In the use and operation of this dispensing ma 

chine, the roll of tape T is placed in the tape 
compartment I9 and then passed beneath the 
plate 28‘ in the guide-way 21 and then moved 
forwardly beneath the idler feed roll 15 and be 
neath the plate I33. The handle 68 may‘then 
be swung forwardly in a counterclockwise move 
ment so as to rotate the wheel 44 and draw the 
tape T beneath the knife I23 and'over the table 
22. The under side of the tape T is adapted 
to have an-adhesive and this adhesive is mois 
tened as the tape T passes over the upper end 

70 
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of the brush 96. The handle 68 may be rotated 
to the limit permitted by the position of the 
stop ‘II whereupon the handle is released per 
mitting the spring 85 to return the handle 68 

k to its initial position which is shown in Figure 3. 
During the forward or feeding movement of the 
handle 68, the trigger I30 will move past the 
lever tripping member I29 raising the levers I26 
in the slots I28 of the knife carrier ID'I. 
When the handle 68 is released and is returned 

to its inoperative position by the spring 85 the 
trigger I 30 will strike the lever tripping members 
I29 so as to swing the opposite ends of the lever 
I26 downwardly. Downward movement of the 
levers I26 will move the knife carrier Ill'l down 
wardly and cause the knife I23 to cut off the 
tape at the forward end of the table 2|. 
When the brush 96 is new this brush may at 

its upper end project above the table 22 and at 
this time the plate MI may be positioned so that 
the extensions I44 and M5 will not press unduly 
on the upper end of the brush 96. As the bristles 
of the brush 9B wear down or bend‘ over, the 
plate I 4| may be lowered by releasing the clamp 

‘ ing bar Hi8 and lowering the plate MI to the 
limit permitted by the ribs 25. 
The plate MI and brush fit coact with the 

feeding wheels 54 and ‘I5 in frictionally holding 
the tape T against movement relative to the slot 
between the table members 2i and 22 so that the 
blade or knife I23 will effectively sever the tape. 
This holding feature permits the use of only a 
single cutting blade which, in its cutting position, 
may be positioned in spaced relation to the longi 
tudinal edges of the slot between the table mem 
bers 2| and 22. 
The length of the tape which is cut off by the 

knife I23 may be varied by rotary adjustment 
of the bearing member 5i. This is accomplished 
by loosening the thumb nuts 89 and then rotating 
the bearing 5| to the desired position indicated 
by the indicia ‘l3. Rotary adjustment of the 
bearing 5| will adjust'the position of the handle 
stop ‘II so that the handle 58 will be limited in 
its feeding movement. 
A tape dispensing machine constructed ac 

cording to this invention embodies the use of 
relatively few parts which are simple in con 
struction and which may, therefore, be made 
more substantially than machines heretofore pro 
duced. As shown in Figure 2, all of the operat 
ing parts of this invention are enclosed in the 
housing I5 with the exception of the operating 
handle 68 so that the interior of the machine 
will not collect dust. The machine hereinbefore 
described embodies the use of a single‘ knife 
blade I23 which has a V-shaped keen edge I24 
thereby eliminating use of a stationary and a 
movable blade as is the case with a number of 
machines now in operation. In the event the 
blade I23 becomes dull it may be easily and 
quickly replaced by loosening the bolts I25 and 
inserting a new blade on the carrier IIl'I. 
What I claim is: 
l. A tape dispensing means comprising a hous 

ing, a tape dispensing means in said housing in 
cluding a drive shaft, a feed wheel loose on said 
shaft, a spring-pressed idler feed wheel, pawl 
and ratchet means carried by said shaft and said 
?rst wheel to rotate said ?rst wheel upon rota 
tion of said shaft in one direction, a vertically 
movable blade carrier, means slidably mounting 
said carrier in said housing, a carrier operating 
lever pivotally carried by said housing, said car 
rier having an elongated vertical slot in which 
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an end of said lever loosely engages, a blade ?xed 
to said carrier, an extension carried by said lever 
projecting in the direction of said shaft, and a 
lever operator ?xed to said shaft engageable with 
said extension. 

2. A tape dispensing means comprising a hous 
ing, a tape feeding means in said housing in 
cluding an operating shaft and a handle ?xed 
thereto, a substantially rectangular blade car 
rier, vertical guide means for said carrier, an 
elongated slot in each vertical side of said car 
rier, a V-shaped blade ?xed to the upper portion 
of said carrier, a pair of carrier operating levers, 
means pivotally mounting said levers in said 
housing in a position with an end of each lever 
slidable in a slot in a side of the carrier, coacting 
means carried by said shaft and each lever for 
rocking said levers upon rotation of said shaft, 
and yieldable means holding said carrier in an 
uppermost inoperative position, downward rock 
ing of said levers e?ecting downward movement 
of said carrier to thereby out the tape. 

3. In a machine of the class described, a tape 
guiding table having transverse slot, a vertically 
reciprocal blade carrier movable through said a 

'slot, a V-shaped cutting blade ?xed to said car 
rier and normally overlying said slot, spring 
means normally holding said carrier in a posi 
tion with the blade above said slot, an operating 
shaft, and means engageable with said shaft and 
said carrier to move said carrier downwardly 
upon rotation of said shaft in only one direction 
to thereby sever that portion of the tape overly 
ing said slot, the opposite faces of said blade 
being spaced from the longitudinal edges of said 
slot when said blade is moved downwardly into 
a cutting position. 

4. In a tape dispensing means, a housing, op 
posed guide members carried by said housing, a 
blade carrier vertically slidable in said guide 
members and including an upper bar and a pair 
of vertical side bars, a pair of carrier operating 
levers, means pivotally mounting said levers in 
said housing, said side bars being provided with 
means whereby downward swinging of said levers 
will move said carrier downwardly, a blade ?xed 
to said upper bar, a shaft journalled through said 
housing, a handle on said shaft, and coacting 
means carried by said shaft and said levers 
whereby to rock said levers downwardly upon 
rotation of said shaft in one direction. 

5. In a tape dispensing means, a housing, 0p 
posed guide members carried by said housing, a 
blade carrier vertically slidable in ' said guide 
members and including an upper bar and a pair 
of vertical side bars, a pair of carrier operating 
levers, means pivotally mounting said levers in 
said housing, said side bars being provided with 
means whereby downward swinging of said levers 
will move said carrier downwardly, a blade ?xed 
to said upper bar, a shaft journalled through said 
housing, a handle on said shaft, a pair of lever 
tripping members carried by said shaft, and an 
extension carried by each lever in the path of said 
tripping member whereby to rock said levers 
downwardly upon rotation of said shaft in one 
direction. 

6. In a tape dispensing machine, a housing, op 
posed guide members carried by said housing, a 
blade carrier engaging said guide members, a 
blade ?xed to said carrier, means constantly urg 
ing said carrier upwardly to inoperative position, 
said carrier having a pair of vertically disposed 
elongated slots inwardly of said housing, a pair 
of carrier operating levers ‘pivotally carried by 
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said housing and having a portion thereof loosely 
engaging in said slots, a shaft‘ journalled in said 
housing, a handle on said shaft, a pair of lever 
tripping members ?xed to said shaft, and an ex 
tension. carried byeach lever projecting'in the ’ 
direction of said shaft and disposed in the path of 
rotation of said tripping members, rotation of 
said shaft in one direction effecting engagement 
of said tripping members with said extensions to 
thereby raise said levers in said slots without 
movement of said carrier, rotation of said shaft 
in the opposite direction e?'ecting engagement of 
said tripping members» with said extensions to 
thereby swing said levers downwardly and simul 
taneously lower said carrier to operative position. 

7.. In a tape dispensing machine, a housing, 
opposed guide members carried by said housing, 
a rectangularly shaped blade carrier slidably en 
gaging said guide members, said carrier including 
vertical side bars, and upper and lower bars con 
nected to said side bars, means constantly urging 
said carrier upwardly to inoperative position, said 
side bars each having an elongated slot therein 
inwardly of said housing, 'a pair of carrier operat 
ing levers pivotallyv carried by said housing and‘ 
having a portion thereof loosely engaging in said 
slots, a shaft journalled in said housing, a handle 
on said shaft, a pair of lever tripping members 
?xed to said shaft, and an extension carried by 
each lever projecting in the direction of said shaft 
and disposed in the path of rotation of said trip 
ping members, rotation of said shaft in one di 
rection effecting engagement of said tripping 
members with said extensions to thereby raise 
said levers in said slots without movement of said 
carrier, rotation of said shaft in the, opposite 
direction effecting engagement of said tripping 
members with said extensions to thereby swing 
said levers downwardly and simultaneously lower 
said carrier to operative position. 

8. In a tape dispensing machine, a housing, op 
posed guide members carried by said housing, a 
rectangularly shaped blade carrier slidably en 
gaging said guide members, said carrier including 
vertical side bars, and upper and lower bars con 
nected to said side bars, means constantly urging 
said carrier upwardly to inoperative position, said 
side bars each having an elongated slot therein 
inwardly of said housing,apair ofcarrler operat 

5 
ing levers pivotally carried by said housing and 
having a portion thereof loosely engaging in said 
slots, a shaft journalled in said housing, a handle 
on said shaft, a pair of lever tripping members 
?xed to said shaft, an extension carried by each 
lever projecting in the direction of said shaft and 
disposed in the path of rotation of ‘said tripping 
members, rotation of’ said shaft in one direction 
effecting engagement of said tripping members 
with said extensions to thereby-raise said levers 
in said slots without movement of said carrier, 
rotation of said shaft in the opposite direction 
effecting engagement of said tripping members 
with said extensions to thereby swing said levers 
downwardly and simultaneously lower said carrier 
to operative position, and yieldable means con 
stantly urging said shaft to rotate in said opposite 
direction. . 

9. In a tape dispensing machine, a housing, op 
posed guide members carried by said housing, a 
rectangularly shaped blade carrier slidably en 
gaging-said guide members, said carrier including 
vertical side bars, and upper and lower bars con 
nected to said side bars, means constantly urging 
said carrier upwardly to inoperative position, said 
side bars each having an elongated slot therein 
inwardly of said housing, a pair of carrier operat 
ing levers pivotally carried by said housing and 
having a portion thereof loosely engaging in said 
slots, a shaft journalled- in said housing, a handle 
on said shaft, a pair of lever tripping members 
?xed to said shaft, an extension carried by each 
lever projecting in the direction of said shaft and 
disposed in the'path of rotation of said tripping 
members, rotation of said shaft in one direction 
effecting engagement of said tripping members 
with said extensions to thereby raise said levers 
in said slots without movement of said carrier, 
rotation of said shaft in the opposite direction 
effecting engagement of said tripping members 
with said extensions to'thereby swing said levers 
downwardly and simultaneously lower said car 
rier to operative position, a lever ?xed to said 
shaft, and-a spring ?xed at one end to said latter 
lever and to said housing, said spring constantly 
urging said shaft to rotate inv said opposite direc 
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