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This invention relates in general to a portable 
music stand and more particularly to a music 
stand which may be disassembled and folded up 
in the form of a small valise, which also may be 

5 used to carry music and the like. 
Musicians who travel from engagement to en 

gagement, and are playing for dances and con 
certs and the like, must carry with them in ad 
dition to their instruments and their music some 

10 form of supporting device upon which they can 
spread the sheets of music from which they are 
to play. ‘ In playing at such engagements it is 
necessary that the music stand be a very rigid 
and durable one. Particularly in dance engage 

i5_ ments it is common practice to place a large 
number of different sheets of music on the stand 
so that the various selected pieces of music in 
the program may be always at hand and quickly 
available. It is also necessary that music stands 

20 of this character be compact and readily portable 
when disassembled. Portable music stands which 
have been previously in use are very light weight 
in construction and tend to be extremely top 
heavy when in use, with the result that a great 

25 deal of trouble has been experienced due to col 
lapse and overturning of the music stands. 

It is an object, therefore, of the present inven 
tion to provide a compact readily portable music 
stand which will be strong and durable when 

30 assembled for use. It is also an object of the 
present invention to provide a music stand which 
may be utilized in part as a carrying case for 
the musician’s accessories, such as his sheet 
music, when the stand is disassembled. It is an 

35 additional object of this invention to provide a 
portable music stand which will be commodious 
and capable of supporting large quantities, of 
sheet music when the stand is in assembled posi 
tion. It is furthermore an object of this inven 

40 tion to provide a stand which is very quickly and 
simply assembled and disassembled and does not 
tend to become top-heavy when used. It is an 
other object of the present invention to provide a 
portable music stand which is attractive in ap 

45 pearance when assembled and ready for use. 
Other objects and advantages of the present 

invention will more fully appear from the follow 
ing detailed description, which, taken in connec 
tion with the accompanying drawings, will dis 

“ close to those skilled in the art the construction 
and operation of a preferred form of the present 
invention. 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of one preferred 
form of the present invention in closed position. 

55 Fig’. 2 is a perspective view of the embodiment 

(01. 45-121) 
shown in Fig. 1 showing the music stand set up 
in operative position. 

Fig. 3 is a partial side view of the embodiment 
shown in Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of another preferred 5 
embodiment of the present invention showing 
that embodiment in closed position. ‘ 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the top of the 
embodiment shown in Fig. 4 showing that em 
bodiment in open position. 10 

Fig. 6 is a partial cross section view of the 
embodiment shown in Fig. 5 about the line 6--6 
of Fig. 5.‘ 

Fig. 7 is a partial detail view of the back of 
the embodiment shown in Figs. 4 and 5 showing 15 
the method of attaching the swivel head thereto. 

Fig. 8 is- a perspective view of the embodiment 
shown in Fig. 1 showing the arrangement of the 
disassembled parts therein. 

Fig. 9 is a partial cross section view of the 20 
embodiment shown in Fig. 1 about the line 9—9 
of Fig. 1. . 

Fig. 10 is a partial cross sectional view of the 
embodiment shown in Fig. 2 about the line 
l0-—Hl in Fig. 2. 25 

Fig. 11 is a detail perspective view showing a 
preferred form of, handle member embodied in 
the present invention. ' 

Fig. 12 is a plan view of the under side portion 
of the handle member shown in Fig. 11, showing 30 
the handle member in position in the music 
stand. 

Fig. 13 is a detail view of the embodiment 
shown in Fig. 1 showing in perspective the meth-‘ 
0d of attaching a swivel head thereto. 35 

Fig. 14 is a cross sectional view of the embodi 
ment shown in Fig. 10 about the line l4--l4 of 
Fig. 10. . 
The embodiment shown in Fig. 1 comprises a 

box-like satchel or valise I, which is provided 40 
with a suitable handle 2 and is formed in two 
hollow box-like halves 3 and 4, respectively, 
which hingedly ?t together along the center line 
5. Along one end of the face 6 of the portion 3 
is a closely ?tting ?ap member ‘I1 which ?ts 45 
tightly in the side of the valise when the same 
is closed. A similar flap member 8 is located in 
the other half 11_ of the device. The valise is 
adapted to be opened out ?at as shown in Fig. 2, 
and the ?aps‘! and 8 folded down to form shelves 50 
therefor, the two halves of the valise forming the 
two wings of the music stand. The standard ID 
as shown in more detail in Figs. 2, 8, and 10, com 
prises a plurality of inter?tting parts, each part 
being of such size that when disassembled they 55 



as 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

70 

2 
may be conveniently placed inside of one of the 
box-like halves of the satchel as shown in Fig. 8. 
This standard H3 is assembled from its parts and 
attached to the box-like portion of the valise, as 
shown in Fig. 3, in such a manner that the valise 
or case will be rigidly held in extended position 
to form the rack or “head” member of the music 
stand. 
The standard [0 comprises a heavy triangular 

base portion H, into which a plurality of feet [2 
are removably inserted. The base H has a cen 
trally located, internally threaded hole I3 into 
which an upright section l4 may be threaded at 
one of its ends. The other end of the upright 

' portion is adapted to receive a second upright 
The second upright member I5 is portion 15. 

preferably provided with an adjustment member 
I5. A rod-like third upright portion I1 is adapt 
ed to slidingly fit into the adjustment member I6, 
whereby the height of the stand from the floor 
may be varied. The third upright member I1 is 
provided at its upper end with a swivel head [8, 
which is adapted to clampingly engage the box 
like portion of the music stand. 
These parts of the standard It], as has been 

above pointed out, are disassemblable and are 
adapted to fit into the very small compass of the 
one side of the box-like portion of the music 
stand. This box-like portion may be provided 
with a suitable inside leaf cover 20 which may 
be hinged down over the opening of this half 
of the box-like case I. The other half of the 
carrying case I may be utilized to carry the 
sheets of music which every musician takes with 
him to his various engagements. This other 
compartment may also be provided with a simi 
lar inside leaf cover member 2|. 
When it is desired to set up the music stand 

the carrying case is opened, the inside leaf cover 
2% is folded back and the parts of the standard 
are removed and ?tted together. The leaf 2! 
is then folded back and the music removed. The 
handle of the carrying case is capable of being 
folded inside the carrying case out of sight, as 
will be later explained. The leaf covers 29 and 
2| may be then secured in place by suitable 
catches provided thereon. 
The leaf covers 29 and 2| provide the surface 

which is visible to the audience as the back of 
the music stand when the same is in operative 
position. Therefore, it may be desirable to or 
nament these surfaces with a suitable design or 
scroll work. In order that the clamp for attach 
ing the box-like portion to the swivel head may 
grip the suitable side wall members of the box, 
rectangular holes 22 and 23 are provided in the 
cover members 29 and 2|. 
The collapsible handle, as shown in more de 

tail in Figs. 9, l1, and 12, comprises a suitable 
leather grip member 25 which is attached at its 
two ends respectively to the metal loops 26 and 
27, respectively. The handle is provided with a 
base plate 28, on the rear edge of which is mount 
ed a hinge 30. The stationary leaf of the hinge 
is mounted rigidly to the top inside of the car 
rying case. The closure edge of the carrying case 
is of course provided with slight recesses to al 
low the metal loops 26 and 2‘! to pass upwardly 
therethrough. The loops 26 and 21, respectively, 
pass through the slots 3! and 32 in the base plate 
28 and are rigidly mounted on the catch mem 
bers 33 and 34, respectively. The catch mem 
bers 33 and 34, respectively, are hingedly mount 
ed on the bottom of the base plate at 34 and 
35, respectively, and are adapted to swing through 

2,156,489 
a small arc due to a certain amount of play be 
tween the slots and the metal loops. The base 
plate is provided with spring members 31 and 
38, respectively, which engage the catch mem 
bers and urge them respectively toward each 
other. The other side of the container is pro 
vided with suitable detent means 40 and Ill, into 
which the catches may ?t. When the carrying 
case is closed the catches ?t into the detent 
means and hold it in closed position. When it 
is desired to open the case the metal loop mem 
bers 3| and 32, respectively, may be urged away 
from each other. This is possible because of a 
considerable amount of ?exibility in the leather 
handle. This causes the catch members 33 and 
34 to be rotated away from operative engagement 
with the detent means and they may therefore 
be withdrawn from the detent means and the 
case opened. 
As the case is opened and the catch members 

are released from the detent means, the handle 
is no longer held in upright position since it is 
obvious that the hinged base plate of the handle 
will normally rotate downwardly away from the 
plane of the top of the carrying case unless re 
strained by engagement of the catch members in 
the detent means. Thus when the case is opened 
the whole handle catch assembly will be rotated 
with the base plate about the hinge 33, down 
into the interior of the box and may be concealed 
therein until it is necessary to use the handle 
catch means again in closing the case and trans 
porting the same. 
The outside faces of the box-like case or valise 

are also provided with two ?ap members 1 and 
8,.respectively, as above mentioned. The oper 
ation of the flap members is more speci?cally 
shown in cross section in Fig. 10. The flap mem 
ber 8 comprises a shelf member 4!]. This mem 
her is made of fairly thick, substantial mate 
rial so that it is capable of supporting a consid4 
erable weight without bending or yielding. In 
the forward edge thereof is a small longitudinal 
hole ill, which is adapted to receive the keeper 
member 42 on the catch 43 when the flap is in 
folded up position. This detent and catch means 
is adapted to hold the flap member in closed po 
sition so that it will ?t tightly into the side of 
the valise and form an integral part thereof. At 
the rear end of the shelf member 40 is a back 
stop member M. This back stop member 43 ex 
tends perpendicularly away from the shelf mem 
ber 40 so that the entire flap member 8. assumes 
an L-shaped cross section. When the ?ap is in 
folded up position the back stop member 44 lies 
inside the box, as shown in dotted lines. The 
flap member is mounted in the valise by a hinge 
member 65. The flap member, when it is ro 
tated about the hinge 45, moves outwardly and 
the heel portion 138 of the shelf member 40 swings 
down into abutting relationship with the forward 
edge of the bottom 81 of the valise. 
By reference to Fig. 2 it will be seen that some 

variation in‘ the alignment of the parts might 
cause the two shelf members ‘i and 8 to lie in 
slightly different planes. This would be unde 
sirable. Therefore an adjustment screw 48 is 
provided for each of the flaps. It will be seen 
that as this screw is threaded in and out of the 
bottom member 41 it will tend to cause the heel 
portion 41 of the shelf 40 to come into abutting 
relationship with the head at slightly different 
positions with respect to rotation around the 
hinge '45. ‘By adjusting the two adjustment 
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2,156,489 
screws, the flaps 1 and 8 may be brought into 
perfect alignment. . 

The valise, after it is in opened-up position and 
the stand has been set up, must be rigidly mount 
ed on the stand, as has been above pointed out, 
in a manner so that it will form a “rack”'or 
“head” portion of the music stand. This is ac 
complished by the clamp and swivel head assem 
bly shown in detail in'Figs. 10 and 13.- A pair of 
clamp guides 50 and 5| are rigidly mounted on 
the inside side walls 52 and 53 of the valise. The 
valise of course is hinged about a plurality of 
hinges 54. Thus the side walls 52 and 53 come 
into abutting relationship when the valise is 
opened out ?at. Thus the two clamp guides 55 
and 5| fall into the position relative to each other 
as shown in Fig. 13. A detent depression 55 is 
provided in the clamp guide 50. A suitable U 
shaped clamped member 56 is provided. The 
clamp member 56 is just wide enough to encom 
pass the thickness between the engagement sur 
faces of the two clamp guides 50 and 5|, and is 
of su?icient width to slide into it between the 
guideways of the clamp guides. This clamp 
member is also provided with a retention screw 
51, which is so located on the clamp that when 
the clamp is fully in place in the clamp guides, the 
retaining screw may be screwed forward in the ‘ 
clamp to engage the detent depression 55. The 
heel portion of the clamp 58 is provided with a 
centrally disposed hole 60 through which a suit 
able‘pivot pin 6| may pass. The back surface 
of the heel member 58 is provided with a plural 
ity of gear teeth 52. The heel member is 
adapted to ?t rotatingly within the swivel head 
l8, as shown in Fig. 10. The swivel head is also 
provided with an elevator screw 63, which passes 
through the swivel head and has a centrally 
located worm screw 54, which engages the gear 
teeth 62 on the heel member of the clamp. Ro 
tation of the elevator ‘screw 63 causes the clamp 
member to rotate in the swivel head about the 
pin 6|. This rotation of the clamp member 
causes the opened-out valise, or head portion of 
the music stand, to rotate, whereby the angle of 
the music stand with respect to the floor may be 
varied to suit the requirements of the individual 
musician. I 

It is similarly desirable, as has been above 
pointed out, to vary the height of the rack or head 
portion from the ?oor to accommodate the needs 
of the individual musician. For this. purpose, 
as has been above pointed out, the rod member 
I‘! is slidable within the section l5 of the‘ stand 
am. A suitable clamp member l?'is provided at 
the top of the section I5 of the standard. ThlS 
clamp member comprises a circular sleeve 65 
adapted to encircle the rod 11. A clamp» screw 
68 passes through the portion of the sleeve 65 
which is threaded to receive it. The inside por 
tion of the clamp in the proximity of the threaded 
portion is provided with a recess 61. The head of 
the clamp screw 66 has an enlarged portion 68 
which is adapted to ?t into the recess. This pre 
vents the clamp screw from being crowded back 
out of the sleeve entirely and becoming lost. A 
clamp shoe ‘[0 is disposed inside the sleeve 65. 
This shoe preferably has an arcuate cross section 
so as to- clampingly ?t the rod I‘! more accurately. 
This clamp shoe ‘H1 is impelled forward by the 
enlarged portion 68 on the clamp screw as the, 
clamp screw is threaded up into the sleeve mem 
ber 65. In order that the clamp shoe may not 
be lost out of the sleeve when the stand is dis 
assembled, an extension member ‘H is provided 

on they bottom thereof. vThis extension member 
is adapted to slide freely in a suitable hole pro 
vided in the sleeve. » A small screw 12 is adapted 
to ?t into the extension ‘N. This screw 12 is pro 
vided with a head which is substantially larger 
than the hole through which the extension 
passes. Thus the clamp shoe ‘I0 is free to move 
toward and away from the rod ‘H within the 
sleeve and yet cannot fall completely out of the 
sleeve and become lost. 
Another embodiment of the invention is shown 

in Figs. 4 to 7, inclusive. In this embodiment the 
stand 'and swivel head are substantially the same, 
as above described in connection with the pre 
vious embodiment; the difference being in the 
arrangement of the valise which forms the head 
or rack member of the music stand. This em 
bodiment, as shown in closed position in Fig. 4, 
comprises a box-like valise member 80, which in 
external appearance is very similar to that pre 
viously described. This is also provided with a ' 
handle 8! which is substantially similar to the 
handle 2 described above. The handle 2 is like 
wise adapted to fold into the interior of the valise 
when the same is in opened-up position. Each 
half of the valise, however, is provided with two 
holes 82 and 83 as shown in Fig. 4. These holes 
are adapted to receive the means 84 by which 
the swivel head of the stand is adapted to the 
valise in order to form a head for the music 
stand. , 

The valise 80 contains interior hollow halves 
as described in connection with the previous em 
bodiment, in which the parts of the stand may be 
kept, and also in which music or accessories may 
‘be kept. When the valise is opened as shown in - 
Fig. 5 the interior hollow halves are provided 
with leaf covers 85 and 86, respectively. These 
leaf covers are similar to the leaf covers 20 and 
2| described in connection with the previous em 
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bodiment. However, they are somewhat shorter ‘ 
than the length of the interior compartment. A 
?at shelf member 81 is hingedly mounted in the 
bottom of each half as shown in Fig. 6. Thus 
when the stand is in set-up position the leaf cov 
cm‘ are raised up and the shelf members 81 ~ 
folded down. The cover 86 is then returned over 
the opening to form the back rest of the music 
stand and also serve to hold the shelf member 
8'! in opened-down position. The swivel head 
in this embodiment, as shown in Fig. 7, is provided 
with a heel portion 90 which is substantially sim 
ilar to the heel portion 58, as described in con 
nection with previous embodiment, and has the 
same gear-toothed rear end portion adapted to 
engage the elevator screw. The forward portion 
of this swivel head member, however, consists of 
a base plate 9! on which are mounted two pins 
92 and 93, respectively, and two mounting screws 
94 and 95, respectively. The pins‘ ?t into suitable 
hole members 82 in the back of the valise. The 
screw members ?t into threaded sleeves 83 
mounted in the back of the valise. Thus the back 
of the valise may be securely mounted against 
the base plate 9| and a?‘ixed to the standard of 
the music stand. 

It is thought that the invention and numerous 
of its attendant advantages will be understood 
from the foregoing description and it is obvious 
that numerous changes may be made in the form, 
construction and arrangement of the several 
parts without departing from the spirit or scope 
of the invention, or sacri?cing any of its attend 
ant advantages, the forms herein described being 
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preferred embodiments for the purpose of illus 
trating the invention. 
What is claimed as new and desired to be se 

cured by Letters Patent is as follows: 
1. A portable music stand comprising a stand~ 

ard member and a rack, said rack comprising a 
box-like member having front and back walls 
joined by side walls, said member being divided 
into a plurality of sections along a line interme 
diate of the side walls whereby to divide the mem 
ber into two box-like sections, hinge means join 
ing divided side wall sections of a side wall where 
by the box-like sections are pivotal relatively to 
open position with the said side wall sections in 
flatwise, adjacent relationship, and a supporting 
member attachable to the standard and having 
forwardly extending arms, said arms being spaced 
to oppositely engage the said side wall sections 
in supporting relationship when the said side wall 
sections are in flatwise adjacent relationship 
whereby to retain the box-like members in open 
position while providing a support therefor. 

2. A portable music stand comprising a sup 
port and a rack, said rack comprising a box-like 
member having front and back walls joined by 
side walls, said member being divided into a plu 
rality of sections along a line intermediate of the 
side walls whereby to divide the member into two 
box-like sections, hinge means joining divided 
side wall sections of a side wall whereby the box 
like sections are pivotal relatively to open posi 
tion with the said side wall sections in general 
parallelism and their inner sides adjacent said 
support including a U-shaped clamping member 
having spaced, forwardly extending arms engage 
able with the outer sides of said side wall sec 
tions to hold the same in said parallel position, 
and clamping means on the said U-shaped mem 
ber to releasably clamp the member‘ to said 
sections. 

3. In a portable music stand comprising a 
standard member and a rack, said rack com 
prising a box-like member having front and 
back walls joined by side walls, said member 
being divided into a plurality of sections along a 
line intermediate of the side walls whereby to 
divide the member into two box-like sections, 
hinge means joining divided side wall sections 
of a side wall whereby the boxlike sections are 
pivotal relatively to open position, and shelf 
members pivotally mounted on said box-like sec 
tions adjacent the junctures between the said 
front and back walls and lower side walls and 
movable about said pivot from a position com 
pletely within the con?nes of the respective box 
like sections to a position extending from the 
said sections whereby to support sheet music 
thereon, said shelf members resting in supported 
relationship upon the adjacent side wall in said 
last-named position. 

4. In a portable music stand comprising a 
standard member and a rack, said rack compris 

ing a box-like member having front and back 
walls joined by side walls, said member being 
divided into a plurality of sections along a line 
intermediate of the side walls whereby to divide 
the member into two box-like sections, hinge 
means joining divided side wall sections of a 
side wall whereby the box-like sections are piv 
otal relatively to open position, shelf members 
pivotally mounted about a pivot arranged in 
teriorly of said box-like sections on a horizontal 
axis arranged adjacent the lower wall of said 
respective sections in normal open position, said 
shelf members being pivotal from a position en 
tirely within the con?nes of the box-like sections 
to a position extending forwardly from the box~ 
like sections and generally parallel with the Said 
lower wall, said shelf members being of relatively 
great extent whereby to protrude forwardly from 
the open face of the said box-like sections to pro 
vide an edge support for sheet music, and flat 
cover members hingedly secured to each box-like 
section adjacent said intermediate line to permit 
closure of the open faces thereof in said open 
position to provide a face support for said music. 

5. A foldable music rack and case comprising 
a box-like member having front and back walls 
joined by side walls, said member being divided 
into a plurality of sections along a line interme 
diate of the side walls whereby to divide the 
member into two box-like sections, hinge means 
joining divided side wall sections of a side wall 
whereby the box-like sections are pivotal rela 
tively to an open position, with front and back 
walls in general alignment to form a music rack, 
said front and back walls each including a part 
fixed to said side walls and a part pivoted rela 
tive to said ?xed part to complete said walls in 
one position and to extend at an angle thereto. 
in another position forming a music rest. 

6. A foldable music rack and case comprising 
a box-like member having front and back walls 
‘joined by side walls, said member being divided 
into a plurality of sections along a line interme 
diate of the side walls whereby to divide the 
member into two box-like sections, hinge means 
joining divided side wall sections of a side wall 
whereby the box-like sections are pivotal rela 
tively to an open position, with front and back 
walls in general alignment to form a music rack, 
said front and back walls each including a part 
?xed to said side walls and a part pivoted rela 
tive to. said ?xed part to complete said walls 
in one position and to extend at an angle thereto 
in another position forming a music rest, said 
pivoted part having an angularly arranged pro 
jecting portion associated therewith and posi— 
tioned to reside in the aperture created by pivotal 
displacement of the said part from its respective 
wall. 

DANTE BONETTI. 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

80 

40 

45 

50 


