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This invention mlates to collapsible and port 
able boats, and it refers particularly to in?atable 
fabric boats and to novel means for applying out 
v‘board motors thereto! ' 

‘ '5 ' Prior to this invention, in?atable fabric boats 
have been used by sportsmen, campers, ex 
plorers and the like, but. they have not met with 
widest acceptance because they have had to be 
rowed with cars. When thus propelled, such a 

10 boat is slower than some people prefer, and the 
room required to manipulate the cars reduces 
the passenger space considerably below the buoy- - 
ant capacity ofthe boat. There has been no 
provision for mounting outboard motors, vand 

l5 hence the use of such boats has been restricted. 
In its broad aspect, one of the features of the 

present invention is the attachment of an out 
board motor to a collapsible and portable boat. 
More smciflcally, the invention contemplates a 

20 motor mounting device which may be quickly and 
easily attached to and detached. from the boat 
and one which will distribute its weight and that 
of the motor over a substantial area of the boat 
fabric whereby to avoid injury thereto. One 

25 embodiment of the novel motor mounting com 
-prises a. basemember appropriately formed to 
seat upon one of the in?ated tubular portions 
of the boat and an upwardly disposed extension 
from said base member forming a stern board 

30 to which the motor may be secur . . ’ 

Another feature of the invention is the provi 
siom-of means for maintaining the shape of the 
boat in its operative condition with increased 
carrying capacity and decreased resistance to 

' 35 propulsion.- This feature is achieved by use of a. 
pneumatic strut exten transversely in the 

‘ boat from one side tube to the other in such a 
way as to resist movement of said tubes toward 

- each other. This pneumatic strut ispreferablv 
40 located at or adjacent to the widest part of-the 

_ boat, and makes possible a substantial width and 
a pointed’ bow. . . » ' - ' 

The foregoing .and other objects, features and 
45 advantages of the invention will be readily ap 

preciated from the following description in con 
junction with the accompanying drawings where 
in the invention has been shown by way of ex 
ample, and wherein ' 

~50 Figure 1 is a top plan view of the improved 
boat with the novel outboard motor mounting in 
place; ‘ ' 

Fig; 2- is a nde elevation‘ ‘thereof ; 
' Fig. >3-isaientary view taken on line 3-3 

~oi‘ Fig. 2; v . ' 

(01. 115—17) ' , 

Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional view taken in line 
4i—t of Fig. 3; y _ 

Fig. 5 is a frentaiy rear elevation taken on ’ 
line 5—5 of Fig. 2, but omitting the motor; 

Fig. 6 is a transverse sectional view taken on 5 
line t-—6 oiFig. 1 on a larger scale; 

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 
on line l-—v‘l of Fig. i; 

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary plan view of a modi?ed 
formof the motor mounting; and ‘ m‘ 

Fig. 9 is a side elevation thereof. 
v By referring ?rst to-Figs. 1' and 2, it will be seen 
that the boat it there shown 'is equipped at its 
stem with a motor mounting ii to which is se- - 
cured an outboard motor~ i2 of any ordinary or is 
preferred form. This motor mounting may of 
course be applied to boats of other speci?c forms 
and the boat here shownmay be used without the 
motor if so desired. ' . 

v The boat iii comprises a tubular buoyant frame 20, 
made up of a number of tube sections it“, it”, 
Etc, Md, its, 95“, 55", we, it“, it’: and it. These 
tube sections are formed of air-tight and water 
proof flexible material such as rubberized fabric 
and may be joined together with lapped edges 25 
which may be cemented, vulcanized, stitched or‘ 

‘ otherwise. It is to be noted that the bow sections 
Ida and i5it mutually converge to a point in plan, 
and that they are inclined upwardly, whereby 

-to provide minimum resistance to propulsion, 30, 
The stem tube section i 6 is of course transversely 
disposed and is adapted for the attachment of 
the motor mounting H as will later be explained 
in detail. It is also to be understoodlthat the 
tube sections which make up theboat frame are 35 
of substantially circular cross-section and su?i 
ciently large to provide adequate buoyancy when 
in?ated. Secured to the lower sides of all of said 
tube sections and completely ?lling the space 

I therebetween is a waterproof fabric bottom ll, w 
thedetail of which is best shown in Fig. 6. If 
desired the edges of this bottom 1 ‘i may be lapped 
‘by securing patches, it. whereby to strengthen the 
connection between the parts. A’ pair of canvas 
strips is and 28 extend cross-wise in the boat 4g; 
to provide seats for some of the occupants. The - 
ends of these canvas strips may be cemented, as 
at 28 (see Fig. 6), to the adjacent portions of the , 
frame tube sections and may be covered by fab 
ric patches 22 and 23 to complete their an- '59; 
phorage. 

It is to be noted that the seat strip i9 is dis 
posed at sumtantially the widest part of the boat 
and, becauseof the general ?exibility of the en 
tire structure, it is desirable to provide means i'or 55 
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, and is appropriately curved 

26 

30 

40 

55 

I 60 

' resisting inward movement of the tube sections 
it0 and l5= when weight is applied to the seat. 
One way of accomplishing this is by a pneu 
matic strut 25 which is best shown in Figs. 1, 8 
and '7. ' This pneumatic strut 25 consists of a tube 
of air-tight and water-proof fabric having its 
ends 26 ?ared and secured to the adjacent por 
tions of the frame tube sections Mb, ll°~, l5h and 
I5". Preferably this ' pneumatic strut may be 
separately in?ated with air through a valve 21 
of any preferred type. Furthermore, this pneu 
matic strut is disposed directly below the seat I! 
and is spaced above the boat bottom l‘l, whereby 
the seat is made somewhat more comfortable 
and the bottom of the boat is entirely clear from 
stem to‘ stem. Since the pneumatic strut 25 re 
sists transverse collapse of the boat,‘ it makes pos 
sible an increase in boat width and thus increases 
the boat’s carrying capacity.‘ ‘ 
Referring now to the motor mounting II, it 

will be seen that this comprises a base plate 30 
having an upwardly disposed extension ii. The 
base plate may preferably be formed of metal 

or otherwise formed 
to fit snugly upon the'tube section ii of the 
boat and to distribute its weight to substantial 
portions thereof. The ‘upward extension 3| con 
stitutes in elTect a stern board to which the 
motor l2 may be detachably secured by the usual 
clamping devices 32. A pair of relatively ‘spaced 
L-shaped brackets 33 provide a firm connection 
between the base plate 30 and the upward ex 
tension 3l, these parts being relatively connected 
by rivets, bolts or other suitable fastening means. 
If desired a thin ?nishing sheet 34 of metal may 
also be secured to the base plate 30 and to the 
rear side of the extension 3i whereby to enhance 
its appearance, as well as to serve as reenforce 
ment. ‘ . . 

The base plate 20 of the motor mounting may 
be formed in any one of various ways to facili 
tate its detachable connection to the boat tube 
section It. -For this purpose the illustrated em 

. bodiment of the base plate is provided with slots 
35 adjacent its rearward edge and similar slots 
36 adjacent its forward edge and these slots are 
adapted to receive securing straps 31 and 38 
which are appropriately mounted upon the boat. 
Fabric reenforcing'patches 40 and II may be em 
ployed to permanently hold ?exible loops .4! and 
(it which in turn carry metallic buckles or rings 
44 and 45 to which the straps 31 and‘ 38 may be 
attached. With this or any equivalent construc 
tion the motor mounting ll may very easily and 

boat either to facilitate use of the ,wmotor or to, 
permit collapse and folding of the'boat for stor 
age or transportation._ ' ‘ 

In some cases it might be desirable to further 
distribute the forces of the motor and to further 
brace the motor mounting and for this purpose a 

"\modi?cation, such as shown in Figs. 8 and 9,, 
may be employed. In this form of the invention 
the patches 21 which are ‘used for securing the 

65 seat 20in position may be formed with exten 

. r _ terized by means 

quickly be'mounted upon or removed from the ' 

sions ll providing detachable anchorage SI for ' 
the forward ends "of rods- 53. These rods 53 
are inclined upwardly and inwardly toward the 
top of the stem board ll of the motor mounting 
and are secured thereto by bolts or the like. 
Thus. when the motor is in operation the thrust 
will be applied, not only to the ‘buoyancy tube 
section‘ Ii, but also through the rods 53 to the 
tube sections Md and lid. / 7 
From the foregoing it will be evident that an 

improved in?atable fabric boat has been pro 
vided and also ‘a novel motor. mounting for such 
boats generally. The boat, motor mounting and 
motor may be easily transported as separate units 
and may be quickly assembled for use when de 
sired. A combination of these units is particu 
larly advantageous to campe , sportsmen and 
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tourists with motor-car trailers. Obviously, the > 
several features of the invention may be modi 
?ed in various'ways and the right is herein re 
served to make such changes as fall within the 
scope of the appended claims without departing 
from the spirit of the invention. v . 
Having thus described the invention, what is 

‘ claimed is: ' " - - 

' l. A removable and portable motor mountin 
of the class described comprising a base member 
so formed as to fit vsnugly upon a substantial 
area of an in?ated tube portion of a fabric boat, 
and an extension rising from said base member 
adapted to receive an outboard motorand to hold 
the same in operative position rearwardly there 
of when applied to said in?ated tube portion of 
the boat. - - , 

2. A removable and portable motor mounting 
of the class described comprising a curved base 
member of substantial area so formed as to fit 
snugly ‘against and to rest upon an ‘inflated 
buoyancy tube of a fabricboat, and an upwardly 
disposed extension on said base member adapted 
to receive an outboard motor and to hold the 
same in operative position rearw’ard of said 
buoyancy tube.‘ ‘V - " 

- 8. A removable ‘an portable motor mounting 
of the class described comprising a transversely 
curved ‘base member of substantial area so formed 
as to fit snugly against and to rest upon an _in 
?ated buoyancy tube at 
boat, an upwardly disposed extension on said 
base member adapted to receive an outboard 
motor and to hold the same in operative position 
rearward of said buoyancy tube when applied to 
a boat, vsaid curved base member being charac 

to facilitate detachable con 
nection to a boat. 

4.‘ A removable and portable motor mountingv 
of the clm‘desc'i‘ibed comprising a transversely 
curved metallic base plate of substantial area so 

20 

30 

35 

‘the. stern of a fabric ' 

'55 

formed as to fit snugly against and to rest upon Y - 
an in?ated buoyancy tube at the stern of a fabric 

and an upwardlyextending member rigid 
with'reference-tosaid base plate ‘and adapted to 
receive an outboard motor and to hold the same " 

the boat. - in operative position outside of - . 
_ Y ‘ ‘JAMES F. COOPER. 


