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.This invention relates to refrigerator shelves 
tlld it is an object of the invention to provide an, 
mproved shelf which may be readily removed 
‘mm or adjusted to di?erent positions in a refrig 
arator cabinet. 
It is a further object to provide a refrigerator 

:torage compartment which is free of projecting 
ahelf supports and, therefore, neat in appearance 
and easy to keep clean. 
The invention, together with the objects and 

advantages thereof, will appear upon considera 
;ion of the following description taken in con 
lunction with the accompanying drawing form 
ing part of this speci?cation and of which: ' 
Fig. 1 is a plan view of a portion of a refriger 

ator shelf and a section of a refrigerator storage 
compartment wall illustrating an embodiment of 
the invention; - 

Fig. 2 is a sectional view on line 2-2 in Fig. 1; 
Fd‘ig. 3 is a sectional view on line 3-3 in Fig. 1; 

an . ' , ' 

Fig. 4 is a view like Fig. 3 showing the shelf sup 
port in operated position. ‘ ' 

Referring to the drawing, there is illustrated 
one corner of a refrigerator shelf and an adjacent 
portion of the inner wall of a refrigerator. It 
will be understood that the shelf is supported by 
the wall of the refrigerator at a desired level by 
means of a suitable number of shelf supports. In 
the interest of clarity in this disclosure, only one 
of the several like shelf supports is here illus 

' Referring more particularly to 
erator shelf It) comprises a peripheral wire frame 
ll having struts l2 extending the width of the 
shelf and supporting suitable rodaor ribbons I; 
which extend in thedirection of the depth of the 
shelf. ' The peripheral frame“ and struts i‘2_,>in 
the present embodiment, are rectangular in cross 
section, and the bars or ribbons l3 are' relatively 
?at. Secured to the shelf l0 isv a member 
which may-be referred toss a shelf support, and 
which projects from beneath one side of the shelf 
into a suitable indentation IS in the liner or side 
wall ii of the refrigerator storage compartment. . 
It will be understood that the shelf I0 is provided 
on each side with, for instance, two supporting 
projections like the shelf 
liner or storage compartment wall I6 is 
with acorresponding number of indentations .at 
the desired level, so that the 

determined by the. level of the indentations l5. , 
The shelf support I‘, as may be seen by refer 

ring to Figs. 1 to 3inclusive, comprises a- member 

Fig.1, a refrig-_ . 

support i4, and that the ' 
provided 

shelf lliis supported ,_ 
in the refrigerator storage compartment at a level ' 

(or. 211-447) 
" l‘l- attached to the shelf ID by means of a resilient ‘ ‘ 
strip l8 which may be referred to as a spring leaf. 
The projecting end of the member i1 is preferably 
rounded to conform to the shape of the indenta 
tion I 5. The} other end of the member ll ex 
tends beneath one end of a frame strut l2. ‘ The 
member I1 is recessed on its upper surface to re 
ceive the end of the strut i2 and the adjacent por 
tion 'of the peripheral frame it. The recessed 
upper surface of the member I1 is formed to pro 
vide two ?anges 20 which extend upwardly, one 
on each side‘ of the frame strut l2 behind the 
peripheral frame member ll. 
spring leaf I8 is attached to'the strut l2, as, for 
instance, by rivets I9. The ‘other end of the 
spring leaf I8 is‘ connected to the member ll. 
The lower side of the member I], which is in 
clined upwardly in the direction of the shelf, may 
be formed with a groove. as shown, to receive the 

' intermediate portion of the’ spring leaf 18. The 
member Il may be formed of any suitable mate-~ 
rial as, for instance, molded Bakelite or hard rub 
ber. If the member H is formed by a‘molding 
process the end of the spring leaf l8 may be se 
cured thereto by molding with the end of the 
spring leaf as an insert. 
When the shelf I0 is I 

ator cabinet, the end of the shelf support mem 
ber i1 is engaged in an indentation l5 and the 
edge of the shelf rests in the upper recessed sur 

‘ face of the member ll. From the above descrip-. 
tion,- it will be understood that the shelf support 
It is, in effect, resiliently pivoted or hinged to the 
underside of the shelf at a point set in from the 
edgeof the shelf. To remove the shelf Ill, each 
of the shelf supports may be ?exed downwardly 

- against the, action of the' spring leaf i8, as illus 

in position in a refriger- . 
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trated in Fig. 4, thereby disengaging the member a 
ll from the indentation I5. The ?anges 20 ‘on 
each side of'thestrut I! act as guides, preventing 
twistingv or lateral movement of the support. In 
order that the level of- the shelf ill in a refriger- - 
ator cabinet may be adjusted, the liner-or refrig 
ator compartment wall may .be» provided with-a. 
‘further set of indentations l5’ at a different level. 
It will be understood thatv 
indentations may be provided. 
‘Various changes may be 

of the invention as indicated 
claims. ' j . I , 

-What is claimed is: , ' ’ i 

made the scope I (by the following‘ 

-1. A refrigerator shelf- including, a support 

40 

any number of sets of K; 

member located beneath said shelf and project- _ , 
ing beyond an edge-of theshelf to engage a wall 
or a refrigerator storage compartment, and resil 



2 
ient means connecting said member to said shelf, 
said resilient means normally holding said sup-. 
port member against the bottom of said shelf but 
permitting said member to be ?exed in a down 
ward arcuate path for disengagement from said 

' refrigerator wall. 
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2. A refrigerator shelf including a support 
member located beneath said shelf. and a resil 
ient member having one end attachedv to said 
support member and the other end attached to 
the under side of- said shelf at a point set in from 
the edge of the shelf, said resilient member nor 
mally holding said support member against the 
.bottom of said shelf with one end 'of said support 
inember projecting beyond an edge of the shelf 
for engagement with a projection on a wall of. a 
refrigerator storage compartment, but permit 
ting ?exure of said support member in a down 
ward arcuate path for disengagement from said 
wall projection. , ’ a 

’ 3. In a refrigerator shelf adapted to be sup 
ported by side walls of a refrigerator storage com 
partment, a support member located beneath said 
shelf, and a resilient member joining said support 
member to said shelf, said resilient member 
normally holding said. support member against 
the bottom of said shelf‘ with a part of said 
support member projecting beyond the edge of 
said shelf to engage arefrigerator wall, and said 
resilient member permitting ?exure of said sup- - 
port member downward and away from said wall 
to permit release of said shelf. 

4. In combination, a refrigerator shelf, a shelf 
support member hinged on the bottom of said 
shelf at a point set in from the edge of said shelf, 
and a resilient member connected to said shelf 
and said shelf support, said resilient member 
being arranged to urge said shelf support against 
the bottom of said shelf with a portion of the 
shelf support projecting beyond an edge of the 
shelf but permitting said shelf support to be 
swung downward to facilitate adjustment of said 
shelf or removal from a refrigerator storage com 
partment. 

5. ha refrigerator shelf, a supporting member 
located beneath said shelf, a leaf spring having 
one end connected torsaid shelf at a point set 
in from an edge of said shelf and the other end. 
connected to said ‘support member, said leaf 
spring urging‘l'said support member against the 
bottom of said shelf with a part projecting be 
yond an edge of. said shelf for engagement with 
a ref?gerator,.,,”wall‘ but permitting downward 
movement of said support member to facilitate 
disengagement, from said. wall. , > > 

6. A refrigerator shelf including a generally 
rectangular frame having struts, cross bars sup 
ported on said frame, a support member of 
molded material arranged so that an edge of 
the shelf rests -,ihereon, and a resilient member 
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having one end embedded in said support mem 
ber and the other end attached to the underside 
of .one of said frame struts at a point set in from 
the edge of the shelf. to permit downward ?exure 
of said support member for disengagement from 
a wall of a refrigerator storage compartment, said 
support member having ?anges at its upper edge 
forming a vertical guide on each side of said strut 
and having ‘a groove along its lower edge to 
receive said resilient member. ' 

‘7. A refrigerator: shelf provided with a plu-’ 
rality of supporting means adapted to‘ engage 

‘ opposite walls of a refrigerator storage compart~ 
ment for maintaining the shelf in stable position 
therein, each of said supporting means at one 
side of the shelf comprising a member extending 
beyond an edge of the shelf and having a ?at up 
per surface and an inclined lower surface, the 
?at upper surface being adapted to bear against 
the underside of theshelf, and means including 
a resilient leaf spring ?xed to the shelf and the 
inclined‘lower surface of said member for ?exing 
said member downwardly in a vertical plane. 

8. A refrigerator shelf comprising a substan 
tially rectangular-shaped"frame, bars spaced' 
from and parallel to two opposite sides of said 
frame and normal to the opposite opposing sides 
thereof, a plurality of supporting means adapted 
to engage opposite walls of a refrigerator storage 
compartment for maintaining the shelf in stable 
position therein, each of thesupporting means 
at one side of the frame comprising a member 
extending beyond a side of the frame and having 
a flat upper surface portion adapted to bear 
against the ‘under side of a bar and an inclined 
lower surface portion, said member having a ver 
tical surface portion adjacent the upper ?at por 
tion adapted to bear against an outer edge of a 
side of the frame, means; including a resilient 
leaf spring ?xed to the bar and the inclined 
surface of the member to provide a pivotal con 
nection for ?exing said member downwardly in 
a vertical plane, and .upwardly extending ?anges 
?xed to each side of said member between the 
pivotal connection and the inner edge of a side 
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of the frame'to provide a vertical guide at each -' 
side of the bar. . 

9. A refrigerator shelfprovided with a plurality 
of supporting means adapted to engage opposite 
walls of a refrigerator storage compartment for 
maintaining.v the shelf in stable position therein, 
each of said supporting meansat one side of the 
shelf comprising a member extending beyond an 
edge of the shelf and being notched at the upper 
surface thereof to provide surface portions adapt 
ed to bear against the under side and the outer 
side edge of the shelf, and means ?xed to the 
shelf and said member to provide a pivotal con 
nection for the latter; , ‘ 
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