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This invention relates to a closing device for a is held closed without locks or similar devices and 
bag formed of flexible material which has a which may be opened by merely pulling on the 
mouth opening; and has for one of its objects to ' opposite sides thereof, and which may be closed 
.provide a. very simple operation for opening the by merely pressing on the opposite sides such as 

6 bag such as by merely pulling on the opposite pushing these opposite sides towards each other, 
sides thereof and closing the bag by merely and which will stay closed without any locks or 
pushing on the opposite sides thereof, the ar- latches; and in order to provide a bag which may> 
rangement being such that the bag will stay open vfunction in this manner I have a device at the 
or closed without locks or additional fastening mouth opening of the bag, which has two arms 

l0 devices. which are hinged together with a hinge so ar- il' 
Another object of the invention is to* provide a ranged that it may be biased to cause the 'arms 

device which will tend to move to closed position to spread apart when in open position or'biased 
when in a position approximating its closed posi- so as to cause the arms to move towards each 
tion and yet will, when moved to an extreme open other for a closed position; and the lollowing is 

16 position, remain open. , a more detailed description of the present embed~ r 1 
Another object of the invention is to provide a iment of this invention, illustrating the preferred 

closure device for bagshaving a variety of shapes means by which these advantageous results may 
other than in a straight line across their mouth be accomplished: 
opening. With reference to the drawings, II designates 

20 A further object of the invention is to provide generally the bag having a pouch material I2 20 
a single resilient means which will function to with a mouth opening I3 at the upper part of the 
hold the bag either open or closed. pouch material with the plane or planes of the 
With these and other ̀ objectsin view, the in- edges of the mouth opening extending generally 

vention consists of certain novel features of con- across the bag.V Pockets formed by spaced walls 
25 struction, as »Will be more fully described, and I4 and I5 of the material are formed along the 25 

particularly pointed out in the appended claims. opposite edges of the opening I4 of the pouch 
In the accompanying drawings: material, Members designated generally IE are 
Fig. 1 is an elevation of a. bag equipped with arranged at least at one end of the opening, and 

the improved closure device; _as hereshown are at each end of the openings I3. 
30 Fig. 2 is atop plan view of the bag; 'I'hese members each consist of a pair of arms 3o 

Fig. 3 is a fragmental perspective view illus- ` l1, I1' which are of flexible ribbon-like stock 
trating the bag in open position with parts about although they have some stiiîness which extend 
its mouth opening broken away to show the struc- along the lips of the mouth opening a. major 
ture of the closure means;  portion of the length thereof and, which are 

35 Fig. 4 is a section online 4-4 of Fig. 3; connected together by a hinge designated gen- 35 
Fig. 5 is a top plan view of one of the closure erally I8. 

members in closed position; This hinge consists of a sheet metal part I9 
' Fig. 6 is a sectional view of the closure mem- folded at right angles as at 20 and provided with 
ber in open position; ears 2l and 2l' also bent up at right angles along 

40 Fig. 7 is a perspective view of one of the hinge the sides of the sheet stock I9 and against which .to 
Pari/S; ' the right angular end 2B may rest. These ears 

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of another of the are provided with openings 22, 22’. The other 
hinge Dart-S; _ . 'part of the hinge consists of a piece of sheet 

Fig. 9 is a perspective view of the end of one stock 23 which is rolled to form suitable eyes 24 
45 of the arms; and which may be continuous across the strip or in 45 

Fig. 10 is a perspective view of a spring for spaced sections. These eyes align with the open 
biasing the hinge parts in one direction or the ings 22 in the ears 2i and a pintle pin 25 is passed 
other; and o through these ears and eyes and riveted over as 

Fig. 11 is a fragmental side elevation of a at 26 to hold the same against endwise move 
50 m-Odìfled form Uf'bag; ment. These two sheet metal parts I9 and 23 5o 

Fig. 12 is a fragmentalvslde elevation of are suitably secured to the arms I1 and I'l' by . 
modified form of bag; and ’ l rivets passing through openings 21 and 28. At 

Fig. 13 is a section on line I3-i3 of Fig. 12. the time of assembly of the sheet metal hinge 
In the use of'bags, süch for example as ladies’ part 23 with the arm l1' a spring 29 is also riv 

55 handbags, it is desirable to provide a. bag which eted in place by means of its openings 30 register- '5g 
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Wing ̀ with the openings 28. 'I'his spring extends 
over and engages the cam edge 3| of the end 20 
of the hinge part I9 and when in the position 
shown in Fig. 3 so engages the spring with ref 
erence to the pivot 25 as to tend to swing the 
hinge parts open and spread the arms I1, I1’. 
However, when the hinges are swung toward each 
other and the end wall 20 has its cam surface 3l 
engaging the spring 29 at the position illustrated 
in Fig. 5,v the point of engagement of this cam 
with relation to the pivot is such as to" tend to 
swing the arms I1, Il’ toward each other and 
thus close the mouth opening of the bag, as illus 
trated in Fig. 2. ì 
In order that the bag may be easily opened, 

handles 32, 32’ are positioned on the opposite 
sides of the bag so that a pull on these handles 
will open the bag. In closing the bag it is merely 
necessary to squeeze the mouth opening, in this 
case at each end of the mouth opening, and 
the mouth opening will snap to its closed position. 

This arrangment of two separate members at 
the opposite ends of the mouth opening of the 
bag affords an opportunity for arranging the bag 
as illustrated'in Figs. ll and l2 in a shape other 
than straight across the mouth opening. For in 
stance, the bag designated generally I2 has the 
cdges of its mouth opening 35 inclined in V-shape 
with each of the members i6 arranged at an angle 
and spaced apart as at 36 permitting of this an 
gular arrangement. 

In Fig. 12 instead of placing the member I6 in 
pockets along the edge of the bag so that it will 
be concealed, I have arranged these members on 

 the outside of the edge of the bag opening where 
no pockets need be formed but merely some sort 
of reinforcement 3'!v provided. In this case the 
arms Il will have prongs _or spurs 38 to fasten 
them -to the reinforcement 31. The outer surface 
of these arms will be embellished or formed in 
some ornamental appearance. The hinges also 
will be made of an attractive shape and construc 
tion but will serve equally well to perform their 
desired closing or opening function. . 
In the forms of device illustrated in all three ar 

rangements, as shown in Figs. l, ll and 12, orna 
ments may be secured along-the edge with the 
arm serving to assist in holding the ornament 
such as a washer or backing in Figs. l and 1l for 
bett-cr supporting t-he ornament on the bag. 
The foregoing description is directed solely to 

wards the construction illustrated, but I desire it 
to be understood that I reserve the privilege of re 
sorting to all the mechanical changes to which 

,- the device is susceptible, the invention being de 
_iined and limited only by the terms of the ap 

< pended claims. 

I claim: 
1; In a bag of flexible material having a mouth 

opening, a closure member comprising a hinge 
connected to the bag and located at one end of 
the mouth opening and a pair of elongated arms 
connected by said hinge and extending along the 
lips of the mouth of the bag from the hinge, the 
distance of the length of said arms from the hinge 
to their freev ends being less than the length o1' Y 
the mouth opening, lsaid hinge containing means 
to yieldingly'bias said arms toward each other 
when said arms are placed in one position to hold 
the bag mouth fully closed and away from each 
other when said arms are placed in another po 
sition, and a stop to limit the opening of said 
arms to hold the bag mouth open in the shape of 

vertex of the V at the hinge end of the opening. 
2. In a bag of flexible material having a mouth 

opening, a pair of individual and separate clo 
sure members connected to'the bag and located 
one at each end of the mouth opening, each mem 
ber comprising a pair of elongated arms and a 
hinge connecting said arms together at one end, 
said arms extending toward each other from said 
hinge connection along the lips of the mouth 
opening a major portion thereof, said hinge con 
taining means to yieldingly bias said arms toward 
eachother when said arms are placed in one 
position to hold the bag mouth fully closed and 
away from each other when said arms are placed 
in another position, and means to limit the open 
ing of said arms of each member to hold the bag 
mouth open in the shape of a pair of opposed V’s 
in the plane of the mouth opening. 

3. In a bag of ñexible material having an elon 
gated mouth opening, four arms, hinge means 
connected to the bag and located at one end of 
the opening joining the ends of two of said arms, 
and hinge means connected to the bag and lo 
cated at the other end of thev opening joining the 
ends of the other two of said arms, said pairs of 
connected arms extending toward each other 
from their hinge means with the extent of the 
arms along the lips of said opening less than the 
length of the opening but extending a major por 
tion ofthe length of the opening, said hinge con 
taining means to yieldingly bias said arms toward 
each other when said arms are placed in one po 
sition and away from each other when said arms 
are placed in another position whereby to hold the 
bag mouth fully closed or open in the shape oi' a 
pair of opposed V’s in the plane of the mouth 
opening. ' t i 
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