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9 Claims.' 

This invention relates to forms simulating ani 
mate objects, and more particularly to forms of 
this character which are adjustable to various 
positions. ' 

In display advertising, it has long been the 
practice to employ manikins or other similar 
forms for displaying the merchandise. Forms of 
this character are generally made of wax, plaster 
of Paris, and the like, and usually are of rigid 

10 construction. In cases where it has been found 
desirable to provide these forms with adjustable 
parts, such as the limbs of a human form, for 
example, the parts have been made movable by 
means of ball-and-socket or other similar joints, 
all of which are limited in the manner of adjust 
ment and, at best, can be adjusted only within 
definite limits. Moreover repeated operation of 
these joint connections eventually causes them to 
Wear out, thus rendering the form unfit for fur 
ther use unless repaired. 
There are many articles of merchandise, par 

ticularly small items, which need be eiîectively 
displayed by only a. portion of such forms. For 
example, a form simulating the human hand 
may be employed to hold the article being adver 
tised and thus bring it before the eyes of the 
purchasing public| in an attractive manner. Ob 
viously, since different articles of merchandise 
which may be so displayed vary in shape and 
size over a wide range, it is necessary that the 
fingers of the form be made adjustable to accom 
modate a large variety of such articles. In some 
cases, also, it is highly desirable, if not almost 
imperative, that the ñngers of the form be enabled 
to` grasp the article to be displayed in order to 
retain it in place properly, especially for a con 
tinued period. So far as I am aware, none of 
the forms heretofore in use have been con 
structed to serve effectively in this manner._ 
The primary object of my invention is to pro 

vide an improved form simulating an animate 
object parts of which may be readily adjusted to 
any desired position and which will remain in 
such position indefinitely when adjusted thereto. 
More specifically, it is an object of my invention 

to provide an improved Vform simulating the 
human hand, the fingers of which may be readily 
adjusted to any desired position, which may be 
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either natural and customary, or which may beA 
unusual. 
Another object of my invention is to provide an 

improved form as aforesaid which is readily ad 
justable to grasp and retain an article of mer 
chandise for display purposes. 

Il Still another object of my invention is to pro 

(Cl. 40-126) 
vide an improved form simulating a human limb 
the digits of which may be adjusted to any grotes 
que or other unusual posture. 
A further object of my invention is to provide 

an improved form of the type set forth the joints 5 
of which are not subject to appreciable Wear even 
after long ‘continued use. ` 

It is also an object of my invention to provide 
an improved form of the type described which 
may be suitably embodied in a toy as well as in’aw 10 
display figure, which is simple, yet rugged, in con 
struction and highly efficient in use, and which is 
inexpensive of manufacture. 
In accordance with my invention, I make the 

display form or toy of a moldable material which l15 
is flexible when it becomes ‘set and mold it about 
a skeleton framework constructed of wire or the 
like. The wire framework is also flexible and 
preferably stiffer than the material of which the 
display form is made, but it is not resilient so that, 20 
while it will readily yield to banding in any direc 
tion, it will not itself spring back to its original 
shape. Thus, the form may be adjusted to any 
desired position which it will thereafter retain. 
In the case of a form simulating the human 25 

hand, for example, the Wire framework extends 
into the fingers whereby each finger may be bent 
or twisted at any point along its entire length 
and to any extent desired quite independently of ` 
any other finger. It will be seen, therefore, that 30 
each of the fingers may be individually bent to ` 
some unusual and unnatural or grotesque shape, 
the form thereby attracting attention because it 
is so unusual. By bending the foreñnger and as 
many of the other fingers as may be necessary 35 
into suitable relation with the thumb, an article 
of merchandise can be readily grasped by the 
hand and held inplace for display purposes, par 
ticularly where the wire framework is quite stiff. 
When applied to a toy, such as a doll, a bird, a 40 

. dog, or some other animal, the several parts 
thereof may be readily adjusted to, and will re 
main in, a number of positions dependent upon 
the ingenuity of the child to afford considerable 
amusement as well as to be of educational value. 45 
The novel features that I consider characteristic 

of my invention are set forth with partìcularity 
in the appended claims. The invention itself, 
however, both as to its organization and method 
of operation, together with additional objects 50 
and advantages thereof, will best be understood 
from the following description of several embodi 
ments thereof, when read in connection with the 
accompanying drawing, in which 

Figure 1 is a view, partly in section, of one form 55 
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of Amy invention as applied to a display form 
_ simulating the human hand, 
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Figure 2 is a similar view of a slight modifica~ 
tion thereof, 
Figure 3 is plan view of a modified form of 

skeleton framework constructed in accordance 
with my invention, and 
Figure 4 is a view showing my invention ap 

plied to a bird. 
Referring more particularly to the drawing, 

wherein similar reference characters designate 
corresponding parts throughout, there is shown, 
in Fig. 1, a display device I in the form of a 
human hand showing a suitably weighted sup 
porting base 3 and including the five fingers 5, 
1, 9, I I and I3. The form I is molded of any suit 
able base material I5, such as suitably sized latex, 
synthetic resins, gelatinous substances, or the 
like, and which, when set, is flexible and prefer 
ably feels like human flesh to the touch. The 
base material I5 is molded around a skeleton 
framework I1 of non-resilient but flexible metal 
wire, such as lead, brass, copper, or the like, the 
wire I1 being entirely embedded in the base ma 
terial I5 and being preferably stiffer than the 
latter. The skeleton framework I1 is originally 
shaped to represent the human hand and has 
portions thereof extending into each of the fingers 
through substantially the entire length thereof. 
as more clearly shown in the modifications of my 
invention illustrated in Figs. 2 and 3. Preferably, 
the framework I1 is first dipped into the material 
of which the form is made and the coating there 
on \is allowed to dry and set, after which the 
coatë'd framework is placed in the mold and the 
base material I5 is poured around it in well 
known manner, the molded hand being removed 
from the mold when the material I 5 has set. 'I'he 
hand I may thereafter be covered, as by spray 
ing, dipping, painting, etc., with a layer I9 which 
simulates human skin, and the fingers may be 
suitably finished with finger nails 2|, if desired. 
A hand simulating display device thus formed 

may be easily adjusted to suit various needs. 
Since the wire I1 can be bent in any direction and 
extends substantially entirely through each of 
the fingers, it is obvious that the individual fingers 
may be bent or twisted at any desired points in 
their lengths as if provided with an infinite num 
ber of universal joints. This permits bending the 
individual fingers into unusual or grotesque pos 
tures. By way of illustration, the little finger I3 
has been shown bent forwardly and downwardly, 
and twisted slightly toward the edge 23 of the 
palm; the ring finger II has been shown bent 
backward and slightly toward the forefinger 1, 
as if it were double jointed; and the middle 
finger 9 has been shown> bent forwardly about 90° 
and then twisted toward the little finger I3 to 
assume a position in front of the rearwardly bent 
ring finger I I. Obviously, the fingers may be ad 
justed to many other positions in all of which 
they will be retained by the non-resilient wire 
framework I1 until adjusted to another position. 
Within the range of universal adjustment per 

mitted by the fingers of the display hand con 
structed according to my invention, it is also pos 
sible to bring the fingers and thumb into such re 
lation that the articles of merchandise to be dis 
played thereby are firmly grasped and held up 
before the eyes of the purchasing public. For an 
illustration, I have shown the forefinger 'I and the 
thumb 5 adjusted to firmly grasp a cigarette 25. 
By selecting a relatively stiff wire for the frame 
work I1 and bringing the forefinger I and the 
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thumb 5 into sufficiently close relation, consid 
erable pressure will be applied to the cigarette 25, 
as seen from the depressed portion 21 thereof, 
whereby the cigarette or other article to be dis 
played will be held in place very firmly. 
In the modification of my invention shown in 

Fig. 2, the hand I is shown holding a telephone 
receiver 3| in a natural posture, and the distribu 
tion of the skeleton wire framework I1 is shown 
in detail. In place of a solid wire framework, as 
in Fig, 1, however. the framework I1 is made up 
of a multiplicity of individual strands twisted to 
gether into a single strand. A framework of this 
sort is preferable in some cases, since it lends itself 
more easily to twisting and bending. 
In Fig. 3, I have shown a further modification 

of my invention wherein another type of frame 
work is employed. A solid block of metal 4I may 
be bored to receive a plurality of wire or strip ele 
ments 43 of which those embedded in the fingers 
have alternate sections 45 thereof fiattened out 
while the remaining and shorter sections 41 of 
the elements 43 are retained in their original wire 
form. Preferably, the alternate sections 41 cor 
respond to the knuckles of the human hand and 
the fiattened sections 45 extend between the 
knuckles. Since the sections 45 are wider than 
the sections 41, it will be obvious that they are 
stiffer transversely of the fingers, or in the plane 
of the paper, than are the sections 41. On the 
other hand, in a plane normal to that of the 
paper, the flattened sections 45 are more flexible 
than the sections 41. Also, the relatively thin, 
wide sections 45 are much more easily subject to 
twisting, or to the influence of a torsional force 
ten-ding to distort them. This modification of 
my invention, therefore, enables many unusual 
adjustments not so easily possible with the frame 
works previously described, and it will retain the 
fingers in any position of adjustment. 
As heretofore indicated, my present invention 

is applicable not only to display devices, but to 
many other devices, such as toys. An example of 
a toy constructed according to my invention is the 
ostrich 5I shown in Fig. 4. The body, including 
neck, tail and legs, may be molded as above de 
scribed about a suitable framework 53. This con 
struction permits bending or twisting the long 
neck of the ostrich to many different positions, 
and adjusting the legs thereof to sitting, stand 
ing, running, orl any other posture, either natu 
ral or unnatural, as may be desired. In the case 
of other animals, such as an elephant, for ex 
ample, the wire framework may be formed to ex 
tend through the trunk, tail and ears, as well as 
the legs and neck, all these parts being rendered 
adjustable thereby in the manner heretofore de 
scribed. Also, in the case of a human form, such 
as a doll or a display figure, it will be obvious that 
the framework may be arranged to extend 
through the feet and toes as well as the hands 
and fingers, whereby all digits of each of the 
limbs of the body are rendered adjustable. Sim 
ilarly, the framework may extend through the 
arms, legs, ears, lips, nose, hips, trunk, and any 
other part of the body to produce unusual and in 
teresting effects. Other changes, both in the ma 
terials of the base I5 and the frameworks I1 and 
53, as well as in the structure and location of the 
framework will, no doubt, readily suggest them 
selves to those skilled in the art. I therefore de 
sire that my invention shall not be limited except 
insofar as is made necessary by the prior art and 
by the spirit of the appended claims. 
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I claim as my invention: 
l. In a figure simulating an animate object, f 

the combination of a flexible base material 
formed to the shape of said object, and a skeleton 
framework representing said object embedded in 
said base material, said framework being made 
of a flexible material having greater stiffness 
than said base material and being non-resilient 
whereby it will retain the parts of said object in 
any position of adjustment, and said framework 
being formed at least in part of individual, uni 
tary metal strips having alternate sections of 
relatively greater and lesser fiexibility in apre 
determined direction. ~ 

2. In a figure simulating an animate object, 
the combination of a flexible base material formed 
to the shape of said object, and a skeleton frame 
work representing said object embedded in said 
base material, said framework being made of a 
flexible material having greater stiffness than 
said base material and being non-resilient where 
by it will retain the parts of said object in any 
position of adjustment, and said framework being 
formed at least in part of metal strips having al 
ternate sections of relatively greater and lesser 
flexibility in a predetermined plane, said sec 
tions of relatively greater flexibility in said'plane 
being stiiîer than the other alternate sections in 
a plane normal to said first named plane. 

3. In a figure simulating an animate object, the 
combination of a _flexible base material formed 
to the shape of said object, and a skeleton frame 
work representing said object embedded in said 
base material, said framework being made of a 
flexible material having greater stiffness than 
said base material and being non-resilient where 
by it will retain the parts of said object in any 
position of adjustment, and said framework being 
formed at least in part of individual, unitary 
metal strips having alternate sections which 
yield more easily under the infiuence of a tor 
sional force than the remaining alternate sec 
tions thereof. 

4. A display form simulating the human hand, 
said form being made of a flexible base material 
and including the five individual lingers, and a 
skeleton framework embedded in said base mate 
rial, said framework being made of ñexible metal 

3 
having greater stiffness than said base material, 
and said framework having portions formed of 
alternate sections of relatively greater and lesser 
fiexibility extending into each of the fingers 
throughout substantially the entire length there 
of whereby said fingers may be individually bent 
anywhere along their lengths and in any desired 
direction, said framework being nonresilient and 
serving to retain said fingers in any position of 
adjustment. 

5. A display form according to claim 4 charac 
terized in that said framework is made of metal 
wire, and characterized further in that those por 
tions of said wire which extend into the fingers 
are fiattened at spaced points therealong whereby 
to provide said alternate sections of relatively 
greater and lesser flexibility in a predetermined 
plane. 

6. A display form according to claim 4 charac 
terized in that said framework is made of metal 
wire, and characterized further in that ' those 
portions of said wire which extend into the fingers 
are flattened at spaced points therealong, said 
ñattened portions being relatively stiff trans 
versely of the fingers. ‘ 

7. A display form according to claim 4 charac 
. terized in that said framework is made of metal 
Wire, and characterized further in that those por 
tions of said wire which extend into the fingers 
are flattened at spaced points therealong, said 
‘flattened portions being located at points inter 
mediate the knuckles. 

8. A display form according to claim 4 charac 
terized in that said framework is made of metal 
wire, and characterized further in that those 
portions of said wire which extend into the fingers 
are flattened at spaced points therealong, said 
flattened portions being located at points inter 
mediate the knuckles and being relatively stiff 
transversely of the fingers. 

9. In a display form, a skeleton framework of 
nonresilient, flexible material, said skeleton being 
representative of said form and comprising a 
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plurality of assembled, individual, unitary ele-  
ments having alternate sections of relatively 
greater and lesser flexibility. 

NELSON HURWITZ. 
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