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10 Claimsl' (01. 120-41) ' 

This invention relates to devices for moisten: 
ing the ?aps of envelopes, and for bringing the 
moistened envelope into sealing contact with the 
envelope proper. ' ‘ 

An object of the invention is to provide an‘im- ‘ 
proved moistening and sealing device which is 
ofinexpensive construction and. which is reliable 
andcertain in operation. 
A further object is to provide a moistener and 

sealer including a flat table or plate over the top 
of which vthe body of “an envelope may be slid 
while the flap passes underneath the plate and 
in engagement with the moistening member, the 
arrangement being such that after the ?ap is 
moistened it will be guided upwardly to the top 
of the plate in a novel manner for sealing engage 
ment with the envelope body. “ 1 

Other objects will become apparent from a 
reading oflthe following descriptiomthe appended 
claims, and the accompanying drawingyintwhich: 
Figure l ‘isa perspective view of‘. a device em 

bodying the invention; ‘ 1 1 ' _ *~ I V 

Figure 2 is a view‘ in end elevation with a 
presser omitted; . 1 ' 1 ‘ M 1 ' . 

Figure 3 is a transverse sectional view on the 
line 3-3 of Figure 1 with the presser omitted; ‘ 

Figure 4 is a longitudinal's'ectional'view on the 
line 4-4 with the presser omitted. , = l ‘ ‘ 

‘ . The representative form s‘hown‘as one ‘embodi 

.ment of the invention includes ‘a base A,‘ a flat 
plate or table 3 above the‘base A, a guide plate 
C, and a presser D. The base A’ is provided with 
supporting feet I and is formed with a reservoir 
containing a supply of water indicated at 3. . 
‘,7 , The plate B is mounted on the base above‘ the 

In use, an 
envelope to be sealed is slid over the plate from 
left to rightas viewed in Figures 1 and 4, and for 
convenience the left hand end of the plate will 
be termed the entrance end 5, and the right hand 
end will be termed the exit end 6. The exit end 
6 rests on the base, but the entrance end 5 is 
disposed somewhat above the base in order to 
provide clearance for the passage of the ?ap of 
the envelope, which, in use, passes along be-1 
neath the entrance end of the plate B. Preferably 
the entrance end 5 is tapered as indicated at 5a 
in order to vfacilitate insertion of the envelope in 
operative position. ' ‘ 

In accordance with one feature of the inven 
tion, the plate B is formed with a transverse open 
ing, 1 which extends inwardly from one edge 8 
of the plate and terminates short of the opposite 
edge 9. A flap-return guide l0 extends from the 
edge of the opening ‘I nearest the exit end 6 of 

the plate B, ‘and is inclined downwardly and to- ' 
ward the entrance end 5 of the plate. Preferably 
the ?ap-return guide is integral with the plate 
B, and conveniently ‘may be formed by cutting 
the plate at H and I2 and bending the guide ' 
downwardly. ‘The construction thus provided in— 
cludes a plate or table anda return‘ guide which 
constitutes a part of the plate displaced from the 
plane of ‘the plate proper. ‘ 
A ?exible moistening member I3 is connected 

to the bottom of the plate between the transverse 
opening‘! and the entrance end 5. This moisten~ 
ing member .may be of any‘ suitable material, 
and I have found that a' strip of soft leather with 
the‘ fuzzy side down works well. The freeend 
portion of'the moistening member 13 normally 
falls‘or‘ dips by gravity into the water in the 
reservoir 2 as indicated in dotted lines in Figure‘ 4. 

‘A guide plate C, which is‘angular in cross sec 
tion, providing a horizontal ?ap rest l4 and an 
edge, guide 15,‘ is mounted on the base, so ‘that 
the flap ‘rest underlies the entrance end portion 

in 

of the plate B, the ?ap rest‘ terminating short of ‘ 
the ?ap-return guide I ll. . 

‘ In the use of ‘the device, an envelope generally 
designated E and comprising an envelope proper 
E1 and a flap E2 is slid over the entrance‘ end'5 
of the plate B as indicated in Figure l, the en 
velope ‘proper E1 being disposed above the plate 
B, and the‘?ap E2 being passed under the plate 1 
B but over the flap rest I 4. The edge .8 of the 
plate and the edge guide portion H‘: of the guide 
plate C serve to maintain the‘ envelope longitudi 
nally aligned with the plate B. ‘The envelope is 
slid‘ along“ the plate B,‘causin‘g the ?ap to run 
under and pick up the moistening device ‘ l3‘. 
After'the moistening device ihas‘been thus an 
gaged by the envelope flap,‘ the parts will be‘ in 

‘ the positions shown in full lines in Figure 4‘. Fur 
ther movement of the envelope will cause the ?ap 
to engage the ?ap-return guide III, which will 
have a camming effect, causing the flap E2 to be 
raised upwardlyto the top of the plate B, where it 
will engage the envelope proper in sealing rela 
tion thereto. As the envelope passes along over 
the exit end of the plate B, it will pass under the 
free end of the presser D which is hinged to the 
guide plate as at I6. Preferably, the presser is of 
light construction, and sealing pressure is impart 
ed thereto by the ?ngers of the operator as the 
thumb advances the envelope along the plate. 
It will be obvious, however, that the pressure ap 
plied by the ‘end of a presser of this general type 
maybe relied upon to seal envelopes without the 
necessity of employing ?nger pressure when en; 
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velopes being sealed are of fresh stock bearing 
an efficient type of adhesive coating. . 

I also may provide a roller I‘! mounted on the 
base by trunnions l8 and dipping into the water 
in the reservoir. The roller may be employed 
in a well known manner for moistening stamps. 

It will be observed that envelope moisteners 
and sealers constructed and arranged in accord 
ance with my invention are simple, and more 
over are adapted for use in connection with en 
velopes of various different sizes. 
form shown for the purposes of disclosing the 
invention embodies the invention in a practical 
and at the present preferred form, it will be un 
derstood that various changes may be made with 
out departing from the invention as de?ned in 
the claims; 

I claim: ' 

1. In an envelope ?ap moistening device, the 
combination of a plate having an entrance end 
and an exit end and a transverse opening therein 
intermediate said ends; a moistening member on 
one side of the plate between the entrance end 
thereof and said opening; and an inclined ?ap 
return guide extending from the transverse edge 
of said opening nearest the exit end of the plate 
toward the entrance end thereof and toward 
said moistening device. 

2. In an envelope ?ap moistening device, the 
combination of a plate having an entrance end 
and an exit end and a transverse opening therein 
intermediate said ends; a moistening member on 
one side of the plate between the entrance end 
thereof and said opening; and a flap-return guide 
integrally connected to said plate along the trans 
verse edge of said transverse opening nearest the 
exit end of said plate, said guide being inclined 
toward the entrance end of the plate and toward 
said moistening device. _ 

3. In an envelope ?ap moistening device, the 
combination of a plate having an entrance end 
and an exit end and a transverse opening there 
in intermediate said ends; a ?exible gravity 
dipped, envelope flap lifted moistening member 
connected to one side of the plate between the 
entrance end thereof and said opening; and an 
inclined flap-return guide extending from the 
transverse edge of said opening nearest the exit 
end of the plate toward the entrance end there 
of and toward said moistening device. 

4. In an envelope ?ap moistening device, the 
combination of a base having a water reservoir 
therein; a plate mounted above said base and 
havingan entrance end and an exit'end and a 
transverse opening therein intermediate said 
ends; a ?exible moistening member connected to 
the bottom side of said plate between the en 
trance end thereof and said opening and having 
a free portion adapted normally to fall by gravity 
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into water in said reservoir; and an inclined ?ap 
return guide extending downwardly from the 
transverse edge of said opening nearest the exit 
end of said plate and toward the entrance end 
thereof, there being clearance above said plate 
and below the plate between said guide and 
the entrance end of the plate whereby the body 
portion of an envelope may be slid along the 
top of the plate and the flap may be slid along 
the bottom of the plate to engage said free por 
tion of said moistening device and be wetted 
thereby and to then engage said guide and be 
thereby lifted through said opening to the top of 
the plate for sealing engagement with the body 

' of the envelope. 
5. In an envelope ?ap moistening device, the 

combination de?ned in claim 4 and including also 
an edge guide extending parallel to and spaced 
from said plate. 

6. In an envelope ?ap moistening device, the 
combination de?ned in claim 4 and including also 
a flap rest below and spaced from said plate and 
extending from the entrance end’ toward the exit 
end thereof and terminating short of the trans 
verse opening. 

7. In an envelope sealing device, the combi 
nation de?ned in claim 4 and including also a 
presser disposed above said plate and between the 
opening therein and the exit end thereof. 

8. In an envelope ?ap moistening device, the 
combination of a ?at plate having an entrance 
end and an exit end and being formed with a 
transverse opening intermediate said ends ex 
tending from one longitudinal edge of the plate 
toward the opposite edge but terminating short 
of said opposite edge; a moistening member on 
one side of said plate between said opening and 
the entrance end of the plate; and a ?ap-return 
guide extending from the edge of said opening 
nearest the exit end of the plate and inclined 
toward said moistening member and the entrance 
end of the plate. 

9. The combination de?ned in claim 8 and in 
which the ?ap-return guide is integral with the 
plate and constitutes a part thereof displaced 
from the plane of the plate to provide the trans 
verse opening therein. 

10. In an envelope flap moistening device, a 
moistening bath reservoir, a moistening ?ap sup 
ported above the reservoir and having a free end 
dangling in the moistening bath, and an envelope 
supporting slideway over the reservoir cooper 
atively positioned relative to said ?ap whereby 
each envelope ?ap moved over the slideway will 
lift the flap out of the bath, receive moisture_from 
said flap and then release the ?ap to allow it to 
fall into ‘said bath. 

ROBERT C. FLYNT. 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

.45 

50 


